
Earth Day reminds us that taking care of the planet is everyone’s 
responsibility. Earth Savers Club for Kids shares childrens’ ideas 

for making our world a cleaner, healthier place!

How many 
times can you 
�nd the letters 

in the word 
EARTH on this 

page?

Find a buddy to do our
Bunny Buddies puzzles 
together. If it looks easy, 
�nd somebunny younger. 
If it looks tough, �nd 
somebunny older!

Nutritious and delicious, bananas are one of the best-loved foods in the world for people of all ages.

Find out all about snails, make a snail motel or draw a 
circle and have a snail race!
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Can you come up with at least four more tips to protect the planet? Ask a family member for ideas, too.

earthkid109  
United States 

Sparkle1 
Canada

kholland,  
United States 

dholland,  
United States 

News: Earth Day ............................................. 3
Spotlight: Buddy Bunnies .............................. 4-5
Geography: Philippines .................................. 6-7
Animal: Snails .............................................. 8-9
Health: Bananas ....................................... 10-11
Puzzles ........................................................ 12
Calendar ...................................................... 13
Tangrams ................................................ 14-15
Sport: Hockey .......................................... 16-17
Early Learners: letter C & number 9 ................ 18
Book & Web Picks ........................................ 19
Cool Links .................................................... 20
Financial Literacy: Sales Tax ........................... 21
Try This At Home .......................................... 22
Lesson Idea of the Month ............................... 23
Answers ...................................................... 24

© 2015 by Vicki Whiting

Welcome to the first issue of Kid scoop NeWs!
We are extremely excited to present the first issue of Kid Scoop News, a 
magazine designed for and by our own Siouxland students.  Kid Scoop 
News is a monthly tabloid newspaper packed with pencil-grabbing games, 
puzzles, brain teasers and it showcases our regional students’ writing and 
artwork.  Along with celebrating the innovative teaching practices of our 
regional educators, Kid Scoop News is designed to support the current 
teaching curriculum by presenting a high-interest text with illustrations, 
charts, diagrams and activities that will excite learners of all ages.

We would like to thank all of the area businesses, organizations, individuals 
and especially the Sioux City Journal and the Northwest AEA for their 
support through the funding of classroom subscriptions and the distribution 
of the Kid Scoop News magazines to participating schools.
With fifteen elementary schools already on board and over one thousand 
students anticipating this first issue, we are ready to share the writings, the 
art, the mindful math structures of future engineers, interviews, future dreams 
and photography of these students.  We are off to an amazing start. 
What we emphasize in Kid Scoop News is the understanding and 
inspiration students receive from knowing what is termed “a sense of 
place”.  Children know who they are when they know where they are 
from, the people of their place, the stories and history of a place and 
the topography.  Our goal is to have these future citizens of Siouxland 
engaged in a learning activity that is connected to their current educational 
plan that supports and promotes literacy.  We are all about community and 
without the support of the readers of Siouxland, this project would not be 
possible. Collectively, we are promoting lifelong literacy and enhancing the 
quality of literacy to transform our Siouxland students into engaged and 
active citizens.

Kid Scoop News recognizes our area teachers as some of the most 
autonomous, creative and thoughtful educators anywhere.  Along with 
administrators, parents and guardians we believe our collective efforts will 
promote a positive attitude toward reading and writing and encourage our 
students to continue broadening their insights about the world around them.  
According to the International Literacy Association, “Literacy isn’t instinctive, 
inherited, given or grown into.”  We believe it is taught and shared by 
communities of educators and individuals just like all of us.  Together we 
celebrate our Siouxland students.

Nicole schWeitzberger
NIE Director
The Sioux City Journal
(712)293-4303
nicole.schweitzberger@lee.net

JeaNette hopKiNs
NIE Coordinator
The Sioux City Journal
(712)293-4328
jhopkins@siouxcityjournal.com

facebook.com/Niesiouxland
on the web at Niesiouxland.com

thaNK you! To all the staff & especially the Creative Department at the Sioux City 
Journal for believing in and helping us make this project a possibility!
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NeWs

earth day is important to the world.  We clean and respect the world on this day.  Earth Day may seem 
difficult, but if you didn’t clean up the earth, like your room, something might be taken away from you.  
Everyone should go out and help clean the world.
Selma G.  Sgt. Bluff-Luton  4th Grade

earth day Earth is a beautiful place full of amazing things like plants, animals, and oceans. But if you litter you 
are polluting the air and water which can make plants, animals, and you sick. To stop people from littering you 
have to influence them not to by picking up garbage in your neighborhood and talking to them about it. So 
next time you see someone litter, pick up the garbage and put it in the trash so that people, animals, and the 
Earth are healthy.          Brady B.  Hinton  3rd Grade

earth day is quickly 
approaching and we want to 
keep our earth clean.  At Hillview 
Park, our park in Hinton, Iowa, 
the folk who live nearby help to 
clean up the earth during that 
day.  I interviewed a person 
who works there and her name 
is Victoria DeVos.  Her main 
job is educating visitors like us.  
She also helps with prescribed 
fire programs.  Her other jobs 
include cleaning the restrooms, 
the buildings, and feeding the 
animals.  

Victoria did not grow up in this 
area, so she wasn’t familiar with 
Hillview until she moved here.  
When she was little, she thought 

she wanted to be President, but 
thinks this job is much better!

Keeping Hillview clean is an 
ongoing job.  Hillview is open 
every day of the year, so there 
are always visitors.  Some of 
those visitors leave their trash 
behind.  The wind also brings 
litter from far away.  “Since we 
can’t stop the wind, we can’t 
always stop the litter!”  Victoria 
says.  However, she doesn’t think 
there is a lot of litter at the park.  
They try to keep the litter picked 
up, but the park is over 200 
acres, so there are a lot of places 
that litter can hide.
At Hillview, there are five other 
people who work there and four 

more will be hired in the summer.  
When asked what her favorite 
place at Hillview was, Victoria 
said she loved to be on the trails, 
pretty much any of the trails!  
Thank you, Victoria, for helping 
make our world a better place!
Sara S.   
Hinton Elementary 3rd Grade

earthday!
Earth Day is an annual event 
where we celebrate the Earth 
itself.  This year Earth Day is 
on April 22nd.  Earth Day was 
originally created in the 1970’s 
because of pollution.  People 
were realizing that things were 
happening to our beautiful Earth.  
Earth is our home and you don’t 
want your home ruined and dirty.  
Damaging pollution includes some 
types of dirty substances such as 
liquids, solids and gases.
Mrs. Irwin’s class goes to North 
Park and with the residents they 
plant flowers around the terraces.  
They also travel to the Ronald 
McDonald House to pick up trash 
and box up all of the pop tabs 
that people saved from all over 
the United States to raise funds for 
their agency.  Mrs. Irwin’s class 

also picks up the neighborhood 
trash as well.  Mrs. Irwin teaches 
the students about the importance 
of saving their own community 
and the Earth.  She said, “This is 
all of our responsibility as we all 
live in it as well.”
Mrs. Irwin’s class also does 
recycling for our school as she 
believes in the importance of 
recycling.  She has the class 
challenge to begin recycling 
at home and to teach family 
members the importance of it as 
well.
Some people say that Earth 
Day is like a birthday party for 
Earth.  Earth Day celebration is 
worldwide.  Many people plant 
trees, flowers, pick up trash 
and other things that help our 
environment.
Renee A.
Hunt Elementary 5th Grade

The Aveda Experience:  
Respecting the Guest and the 
Environment

When Kid Feature Reporter, Lexi 
Schweitzberger walked into Belle 
Touche on Hamilton, she had no 
idea what to expect.  The Aveda 
Salon prides itself in what they 
call a “total salon experience”.  
“At Belle Touche, we are all about 
exceeding expectations.  Your 
overall experience-whether it is 
a haircut, massage, pedicure or 
any of our many other luxurious 
services-includes the FULL Aveda 

treatment.”  They surpassed 
expectations.  You are treated 
as if you were a cherished and 
respected “guest” being invited 
into their home and the family of 
Aveda through Belle Touché.

Expect Luxury and a Personal 
Touch at Siouxland’s Finest 
Salon....

How are luxury and a personal 
touch shown to the guest?  We 
can’t begin to tell you everything, 
but we will try.  When this reporter 
first sat down, stylist Tessa Graybill 
massaged her head and temples 
with peppermint scented oil that 
placed her in a total state of 
relaxation.  While walking back 
to the hair washing stations, soft 
music played and Tessa washed 
the scalp with a lavender scented 
shampoo and conditioner.  That 
would have been enough for the 
experience, but there was more 
to come.  As they moved back to 
the salon chair, the tangles were 
combed out and the reporter was 
asked if the style should be curly 
or straight….time was limited, so 
it was decided that straight was 
best….there were other guests who 
wanted to experience what Belle 

Touché had to offer.  Tessa shared 
a great deal about the Aveda 
Corporation while styling.  The 
commitment to the environment can 
be seen on the statements that are 
posted throughout the salon.

“At Aveda, we believe that the 
environmental sustainability must 
be an important component of 
all responsible business decisions.  
We also believe that industries 
will increasingly discover that 
environmentally sustainable actions 
can improve the bottom line.  We 
see protecting biodiversity as an 
important part of sustainability.  We 
believe that the following issues are 
the primary threats to biodiversity:  
Global climate change, Habitat 
destruction, Toxins in the 
environment, Waster generation, 
and Water and air pollution.”

Aveda impacts the world in 
many different ways.  The Aveda 
Corporation donates their time 
and money to many different 
organizations that are in need 
of major help.  For example, 
in Nigeria deforestation due to 
logging and industrial farming 
leads to many environmental 
problems.  Aveda sponsors 

the Rainforest Resource and 
Developmental Center to continue 
their work towards protecting the 
natural rainforests.  They also 
support a non-profit organization 
that works to provide access to 
clean water for small communities 
in Madagascar.

Aveda has been working with 
the Action for Women and Rural 

Development organization in 
India for the last three years to 
bring clean water to the villages 
of Chorge Umbari and Jadav 
Umbari, where key ingredients for 
Aveda products are sourced.  The 
Aveda Corporation uses various 
products from countries around the 
world.  If a country has a product 
that is becoming scarce, Aveda 
will stop using that item and take 
the product off the salon shelves.  
The experience at Belle Touché 
was amazing and the world needs 
more businesses and people in 
the world represented by the staff 
at Belle Touché and the company, 
Aveda.

“We are committed to working 
towards these ends by expressing 
our values and serving as agents 
of change in our workplaces and 
communities with our families and 
friends.  We believe that the small 
actions of single individuals have 
the power to change the course 
of human civilization.  We aim 
to help steer society in a more 
sustainable direction for our benefit 
and the benefit of generations to 
come”.

Lexi Schweitzberger
Sgt. Bluff Luton Middle School 
8th Grade

Kudos to mrs. irwin’s fifth grade classroom at hunt 
elementary.  each year, they celebrate this event in some 
very special ways.

aVeda and belle touché are making a difference in the World 
with their certified organic product line! What can you do to help?

dorothy pecaut 
Nature center 
Earth Day ( April 22nd) will 
soon be here and we at Kid 
Scoop News determined 
that it would be important 
to celebrate Earth Day 
by interviewing two very 
special environmental 
educators.  Dawn Chapman 
is the Education Program 
Director at the Dorothy 
Pecaut Nature Center and 
has been at the center for 
many years.  Naturalist 
Theresa Kruid works 
alongside Dawn and both 
believe that the Nature 
Center has a great deal to 
offer children of all ages.

Dawn Chapman grew up on 
a farm in Waterloo, Iowa.  
Her mother and father 
were always very busy so 
her grandparents spent 
a great deal of time with 
her and took her outdoors 
hiking and exploring.  
Dawn believes her love 
of nature came from her 
grandparents.  Dawn’s 
hobbies include kayaking, 
canoeing and just being 

outside.  She loves archery 
and sometimes competes 
in a competitive archery 
league where she aims at 
both moving and stationary 
objects.  Dawn’s favorite 
activity is spending time 
sharing her love of nature 
with her two children.

Ms. Chapman always 
wanted to teach, and 
when she was in college, 
she joined a wildlife club 
and participated in many 
nature activities.  She 
received a four year degree 
in Science Fisheries and 
Wildlife Biology at Iowa 
State University. She has 
worked in her chosen field 
since 1987 and became 
part of the Dorothy Pecaut 
Nature Center staff in 1995.  
In addition to educational 
programming, She writes 
grants, manages the center, 
works with special agencies 
and groups, and just about 
anything that will encourage 
people to be part of their 
environmental world.

Ms. Chapman’s advice for 
Earth Day is to be conscious 

of what you do to nature 
and for people to realize 
that what they do affects the 
environment and all nature 
around you.

Theresa Kruid grew up in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
and her grandparents, 
too, influenced her love 
of the outdoors and as 
a young child her great 
grandmother taught her 
to identify birds and 
wildflowers.  Her parents 
took her camping often, and 
instilled a powerful sense of 
responsibility towards nature 
in her.  Theresa received a 
four year degree from Penn 
State University in the area 
of Parks and Recreation with 
a focus in Environmental 
Education.  

On the first day of her 
work at the Dorothy Pecaut 
Nature Center a coyote 
crossed the road in front of 
her and she knew she was 
in the right place.  She loves 
animals, nature and young 
people and her job allows 
her to work with all three.  
She particularly enjoys the 

summer camps that are 
offered each year.

The Dorothy Pecaut Nature 
Center is located in 
Woodbury County in the 
northeast corner of the Loess 
Hills along the Missouri 
River.  There are many 
activities such as biking, 
bird watching, kayaking and 
camping for all to enjoy.  A 
special feature of the newly 
renovated center is the 
new outdoor environmental 
education play area.  Both 
women are dedicated to 
the development of quality 
environmental educational 
activities for all ages.

They want to remind parents 
to consider the summer 
Nature Camp Programs 
for children of ages 4-12.  
The summer camps have 
been offered since 1997 
and help children to build 
a better understanding of 
stewardship and a personal 
connection to nature.  The 
programs are designed 
to encourage hands on 
learning through outdoor 
explorations, hiking, 

activities and games, 
crafts and much more.  
Registration for the camps 
begins in April.

A huge thank you to these 
two individuals who help 
so many people understand 
and appreciate
our Loess Hills area.  These 
reporters have become 
interested in learning more 
about our region along the 
Missouri River.

Humankind has not woven 
the web of life.  We are 
but one thread within it.  
Whatever we do to the 
web, we do to ourselves.  
All things are bound 
together.  All things connect.  
(Attributed to Chief Seattle 
1780-1866)
Isabel Martinez, Blessed 
Sacrament Elementary 
5th Grade
Brianna Martinez, Blessed 
Sacrament Middle 7th Grade

I’m confused, Thrifty! The 
newspaper ad said that my 
favorite treats were on sale 
for $2.99. But when I got
up to the 
checkout 
counter, it 
cost $3.19! 
How can 
that be?
Is it some 
kind of a 
trick?

No, it’s not a mistake, 
Fritter. You forgot about 
SALES TAX. Sales tax is 
added to the price of many 
things you buy in stores, so 
you have to always 
keep that in mind 
when figuring out 
if you can afford 
to buy something!

Wow! Sales tax 
takes a bite out 
of my snacks 
before I do!

Most things you buy at a store are taxed. That means you pay a little more than the price tag shows to pay the 
sales tax. Cities, states and the federal government use tax dollars to pay for a variety of services and government 

functions. Unscramble the letters to discover some of the things taxpayer dollars buy.

Talk with a parent about sales tax. Ask them 
how they estimate the cost of something when 
they’re deciding to make a purchase. Ask 
them what other kinds of taxes they pay.

How Energy 
Efficient are You?

Choose a room in the 
house and click on 

objects. The quiz will test 
your knowledge on 
reducing energy and 
you’ll find some cool 

facts about saving energy.

Tell Us What
You Think

Do you have a free 
online game you like 
to play? Send your 

reviews and 
recommendations to 

woodword@
kidscoopnews.com ecokids.ca/PUB/eco_info/topics/energy/energy_efficient/

NeWs

Amy Dvorak, Tessa 
Graybill and Ashton 
Robinson of Belle Touché 
Ashton is shown (far right) 
with Sydney Hopkins of Texas. Lexi Schweitzberger 
with Tessa Graybill (above)

earth d  is quickly she wanted to be President, but 

earth day

Dawn Chapman and Theresa Kruid, Dorothy Pecaut 
Nature Center with Isabel and Brianna

The first Earth Day on April 22, 1970, activated 20 million Americans from all walks of life and is widely credited with launching 
the modern environmental movement. The passage of the landmark Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Endangered Species Act 
and many other groundbreaking environmental laws soon followed. Growing out of the first Earth Day, Earth Day Network 
works with over 22,000 partners in 192 countries to broaden, diversify and mobilize the environmental movement. More than 
1 billion people now participate in Earth Day activities each year, making it the largest civic observance in the world.
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         he _________ was once
 made up of the Sky (on 
top), the Sea (at the bottom), and 
a large Bird which flew 
constantly between the first two. 
The Bird grew ________ of 
flying since he didn’t have any 
place to ________, so he started 
an _________ between those two 
best of friends, the Sky and the 
Sea.

The Bird told the Sky that the 
Sea wanted to ________ him 
with her mighty waves. Then the 

Bird told the Sea that the Sky 
wanted to hit her with 
_________ . The Sea reacted by 
throwing _________ of water 
towards the Sky.

The Sky moved even higher, but 
when he saw the Sea’s waves 
_________ some more, he then 
threw soil towards the Sea. The 
soil quieted the Sea and also 
made the Sky lighter. The soil 
turned into 7,000 ___________ 
and that is how the Philippines 
came to be.

Replace the missing words to read a myth about 
the creation of the Philippines.

Reprinted with permission from folktales.webmanila.comStandards Link: Language Arts: 
Students use reading skills 
and strategies to 
understand a variety 
of literary passages 
(e.g., myths, folk 
tails, legends).

People in the 
Philippines use every 
part of the coconut palm. 
Unscramble the answers to 
find out what each part is used for:

LEAVES: dashe
COCONUTS:dofo

COCONUT
SHELLS: doofriwe

TRUNK: brumel

FLOWER NECTAR: a sweet nikrd

Children in some villages in the Philippines ride to school in a 
three-wheeled vehicle instead of a school bus. Use the code to find 
out what these are called.

A = 7 B = 2 C = 5 D = 1
E = 3 I = 8 P = 4 S = 6

4 3 1 8 5 7 2

Standards Link: Geography: Know the modes of transportation used to move people from place 
to place.

COCONUT
MYTH
UNIVERSE
WAVES
ARGUMENT
DRINK
PALM
SOIL
LUMBER
QUIETED
BIRD
CHILD 
PEOPLE
PLACE
HIGHERStandards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.

Do the math to learn how to count to 10 in the Philippines.

philippines
The most dangerous animal in the Philippines is the King Cobra.  The scariest place in the Philippines is Mirdanas.  The most beautiful place in the Philippines 
is Palawan.  A popular food is rice and the favorite pet is the dog.  The rarest animal is the crocodile, and the rarest gem is the ruby.  The most popular sport is 
badminton and the rarest sport is football.  Favorite activities include dancing, singing, and  karaoke.  The best job to have is nursing and the least popular is being 
a preacher.  The worst season in the Philippines is summer because volcanoes can erupt and there are extreme heat waves.
Callie B. Hinton 3rd Grade

It’s simple!
Your locally-owned car store is proud to support
Siouxland Newspapers In Education and Kids Scoop News.

SIOUX CITY

3601 Singing Hills Blvd. & 2001 E. 6th St., Sioux City • SiouxCityFord.com • 712-277-8420

         he _________ was once
 made up of the Sky (on 
top), the Sea (at the bottom), and 
a large Bird which flew 
constantly between the first two. 
The Bird grew ________ of 
flying since he didn’t have any 
place to ________, so he started 
an _________ between those two 
best of friends, the Sky and the 
Sea.

The Bird told the Sky that the 
Sea wanted to ________ him 
with her mighty waves. Then the 

Bird told the Sea that the Sky 
wanted to hit her with 
_________ . The Sea reacted by 
throwing _________ of water 
towards the Sky.

The Sky moved even higher, but 
when he saw the Sea’s waves 
_________ some more, he then 
threw soil towards the Sea. The 
soil quieted the Sea and also 
made the Sky lighter. The soil 
turned into 7,000 ___________ 
and that is how the Philippines 
came to be.

Replace the missing words to read a myth about 
the creation of the Philippines.
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understand a variety 
of literary passages 
(e.g., myths, folk 
tails, legends).
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FLOWER NECTAR: a sweet nikrd

Children in some villages in the Philippines ride to school in a 
three-wheeled vehicle instead of a school bus. Use the code to find 
out what these are called.

A = 7 B = 2 C = 5 D = 1
E = 3 I = 8 P = 4 S = 6

4 3 1 8 5 7 2

Standards Link: Geography: Know the modes of transportation used to move people from place 
to place.
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.

Do the math to learn how to count to 10 in the Philippines.
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Standards Link: Problem Solving: Use deductive reasoning to determne outcome.

One of the Bad Bunny Brothers gobbled up Buzz’s carrot that he was 
planning to have for lunch. Use the clues to figure out who did it.

The thief has stripes on his shirt, but not horizontal ones. He is looking at another 
bunny. He is not missing a front tooth. 

Who took Buzz’s carrot?

Buzz and Beeper hid their Easter 
basket deep underground. But they 
did such a good job hiding it, even 
THEY can’t find it now! Can you?

Find a buddy and do this page 
together! If the page looks easy, 
find somebunny younger to be 
your buddy. If the page looks hard, 
find somebunny older to help you.

Beeper has made some bugs out of construction paper. Help her 
label each bug using only straight lines.

Buzz wants to make a bouquet 
of flowers for his mom that 

looks like this picture. Circle 
the set of flowers on the grid 

that matches this one:

Standards Link: Investigation: Find 
similarities and differences in common objects.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Easter!
I think Easter is the best holiday.  You get 
eggs, chocolate candy and presents.  At 
my Easter, we get to have Subway and ice 
cream.  Last year, my cousin, Payton, put her 
ice cream in my face.  So…I licked it right 
off.  At my Easter this year, I want a big 
candy bunny.  I want it as big as a chair.  It 
will be so very yummy!  Yes, this is going to 
be the best Easter ever!
Chloe B.  
Sgt. Bluff-Luton 4th Grade

Have you ever heard of the phrase, “April 
Showers Bring May Flowers”?  I have.  In 
April it does rain…well, in some places it 
does rain.  April is not just about rain, there 
are also holidays.
Easter is one that we celebrate because Jesus 
rose.  There are many birthdays in April, too.  
I love this fourth month of the year.
Gabby   
Sgt. Bluff-Luton 4th Grade

My favorite month of the year is April.  
April is so beautiful with all of the flowers 
and the warm sun.  It is the best time to go 
outside and play with friends.  Usually, the 
temperature is in the 50’s or 60’s.  The best 
part of April is that you can go outside, sit 
and eat a nice, sweet ice cream cone.  This 

is why April is so amazing.
Ema C.   
Sgt. Bluff-Luton 4th Grade

I like April because it is hot outside.  It is fun 
to be playing outside on my birthday and 
my cousin’s birthday.  You can be outside 
with friends, too.  I like April because you 
can play outside all day long.  You can 
jump, tumble or jump rope!  You can run all 
day long.
Brooke   
Sgt. Bluff-Luton 4th Grade

Easter is coming up!  I love Easter because 
the Easter Bunny always hides an Easter 
basket.  I love it as he always leaves a little 
note on my bedroom door.  One time, when 
I wasn’t there for Easter, he came early 
the day before.  My family had gone to 
Chicago…but he still came!  Easter is the 
best because there is a hunt to find eggs.  I 
absolutely love Easter!
Mady S.  
Sgt. Bluff-Luton 4th Grade

I knew there was an Easter Bunny.
Her really like to eat his honey.
He also really like the candy,
and did you know his name is Randy?
One day he took all of my money,

so Randy was not a funny bunny!
Grace N. 
Hinton Elementary  3rd Grade

I saw the Easter Bunny,
He looked not really funny.
He was disguised like honey.
Soon he went up my chimney
then went all crazy
But the Easter Bunny is not lazy!
Matthew L. 
Hinton Elementary 3rd Grade

I thought I saw the Easter Bunny.
But, he  kind of looked like honey.
He sat on top of all my money!
I came real close and his nose was runny!
Karson L. 
Hinton Elementary  3rd Grade

One day I saw the Easter Bunny.
He looked very, very funny.
He was covered in fur…
It might be a him or a her...
He put eggs under the porch,
I got my flashlight that looked like a torch.
Oh, no! He did see me.
Now, I think it’s a he, because he wasn’t 
scared of me.
He gave me all the crunchy candy,
but I don’t think that it was handy.
That is the end of my poem,
I hope you liked my poem….
Lauren K. 
Hinton Elementary 3rd Grade

One day I saw the Easter Bunny.
He was mad and a little funny.
He was out of my sight…
And he was really out of might.
He was tired from delivering eggs;
He should go home and rest his 
Legs! 
Alaina L. 
Hinton Elementary 3rd Grade

Easter
Bunnies, eggs
Finding, playing,eating
Spending time with family
Holiday
Carlee H. 
Hinton Elementary  3rd Grade

Easter eggs
Colorful, oval
Hiding, painting, eating
Finding the Easter eggs
Eggs
Derek T. 
Hinton Elementary 3rd Grade

Easter Bunny
Furry, sneaky
Hiding, hopping, tracking
A joyful little rabbit
Rabbit
Kyle W. 
Hinton Elementary 3rd Grade

Standards Link: Problem Solving: Use deductive reasoning to determne outcome.

One of the Bad Bunny Brothers gobbled up Buzz’s carrot that he was 
planning to have for lunch. Use the clues to figure out who did it.

The thief has stripes on his shirt, but not horizontal ones. He is looking at another 
bunny. He is not missing a front tooth. 

Who took Buzz’s carrot?

Buzz and Beeper hid their Easter 
basket deep underground. But they 
did such a good job hiding it, even 
THEY can’t find it now! Can you?

Find a buddy and do this page 
together! If the page looks easy, 
find somebunny younger to be 
your buddy. If the page looks hard, 
find somebunny older to help you.

Beeper has made some bugs out of construction paper. Help her 
label each bug using only straight lines.

Buzz wants to make a bouquet 
of flowers for his mom that 

looks like this picture. Circle 
the set of flowers on the grid 

that matches this one:

Standards Link: Investigation: Find 
similarities and differences in common objects.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

spotlight

Easter!
I think Easter is the best holiday.  You get 

is why April is so amazing.
Ema C.

bunny tracks
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.

SNAILS
TENTACLE
OCEAN
WINDOW
SLIME
CHALK
WEATHER
SMASH
SHELL
LETTUCE
MOIST
TRAIL
MOTEL
SCREEN
CHUNKS

C

E

C

U

T

T

E

L

T

H

S

A

M

S

A

S

E

I

U

D

T

W

L

L

N

L

L

N

S

H

I

I

T

E

L

E

K

C

A

M

A

N

E

S

T

S

R

E

C

N

H

D

N

O

T

E

L

S

S

I

A

O

M

W

E

A

T

H

E

R

W

W

I

N

E

N

C

H

A

L

K

T

S

I

O

M

L

L

S

E

Standards Link: Math: Compute sums and differences.

Draw a circle on a large 
piece of paper. Draw 
a small circle 
inside the 
large circle. 
Put two 
snails or 
more in the 
small circle 
and watch 
to see which 
one slides 
out to the 
large circle 
first.

Do the math to 
see which snail will 
win the race. Highest 
number wins!

17 + 6 + 9

28 - 6 + 12
9 + 9 + 9

42 - 11 + 5

Standards Links: Reading Comprehension: Follow multiple-step written directions

You can make a comfy 
motel and invite some 
snails for a visit. Look for 
snail visitors under rocks 
and leaves.

1. Partially fill a large jar with moist soil.
2. Add a piece of chalk, some leaves, grass, and 
chunks of bark.
3. Give the snails lettuce and cabbage leaves to eat.
4. Keep the jar covered with a piece of nylon 
stocking or window screen.
5. Keep the Snail Motel in a shady place.
6. Twice a week replace the old soil and food.

The snail has a latin name that means “a belly-footed 
animal.” Use the code to find out what this name is.

A
D
F

=
=
=

O
P
R

=
=
=

S
T
U

=
=
=

=
=
=

G
H
N

A snail’s eyes are at the end of its 
long tentacles. The short tentacles are 
for smelling.

Snails slide along the flat part of their body, called the 
“foot.” Snails make a trail of silvery slime. This helps them 
to slide up walls and even crawl upside down.

Snails hatch from 
eggs as teeny, tiny 
snails. As they grow, 
the shell grows, too.

Snails don’t live just in gardens. They can 
also be found in ponds and even in the 

ocean. They are related to oysters, clams 
and even octopuses. They are part of the 
group of animals with soft bodies known 

as mollusks. 

Snails breathe through a 
hole near their shell. If the weather turns very 

cold or very dry, a snail 
pulls into its shell and waits 
for the cool, damp weather 
it loves. It fills up the 
opening of its shell with a 
mucus-like slime, that 
hardens into a snug door.

How many snails 
can you find on 

this page?
at Work!
Mrs. Irwin’s fifth grade class at the beginning 
of the year developed life goals.  The life 
goals were written on a piece of paper and 
then hung up on the classroom bulletin board.  
When the goals were made, the students 
understood that they might change the goals 
as they began learning more about the world 
around them.  Many did change the goals….
some wanted to change their goals…and several 
still have the same goal!

This class has so many creative goals.  Some of the class 
would like to be police officers….some nurses.  One student wanted to be 
the President of the United States.  One student wanted to be a nurse and then changed 
her goal to a bakery store owner.

One never knows what he/she could be and Mrs. Irwin reminded them all year long 
that goals can change, “Believe, Dream, and Reach for them!  The only person who can 
make that dream come true is you!”
Erika C.  Hunt Elementary 5th Grade

animals
The frog has a “r-r-r-ibbit” in his mouth…
The bird has a “chirr-p” !
The brown bear has a “grrrrowl” in his throat,
The slithery snake has a “s-s-s-s-th-th-th” on his tongue.
The cat blew a “me-ow” on his paw…
The dog barked a “ruff” to the cat.
The cat ran away!
Carley R.  Sgt. Bluff-Luton 1st Grade

March came in like a lion, fierce with fright. 
March will go out like a lamb, nice and bright.
Brand B. 
March came in like a lamb, as bright as the sun. 
March will go out like a lion, all the snow will be fun!
Megan B.
March came in like a lion, windy and cold. 
March will go out like a lamb, bright and bold.
Sydney B.
March came in like a lamb, nice and fun. 
March will go out like a lion, fun with no sun!
Kaleb B.
March came in like a lion, cold and yucky.  
March will go out like a lamb, warm, sunny, and lucky.
Kennison C.
March came in like a lamb, and it was nice. 
March will go out like a lion, that might make us pay the 
price.   Colby G.
March came in like a lamb, sunny and bright.  
March will go out like a lion, with a fight!
Gene H.
March came in like a lamb, sunny and bright.   
March will go out like a lion, with fright.
Elly J.

March came in like a lamb, calm and bright.  
March will go out like a lion, with storms and fright! 
Drew K.
March came in like a lamb, calm and light. 
March will go out like a lion, furious with one bite!
Madisyn L.
March came in like a lamb, soft and cuddly.  
March will go out like a lion, snowy and ugly.
Lauren L.
March came in like a lamb, and it was soft. 
March will go out like a lamb, sleeping in a loft.
Ty N.
March came in like a lion, with wind full of bite.  
March will go out like a lamb, with no might!
Jackson R.
March came in like a lamb, it was cold when it came.  
March will go out like a lion, it will be a shame. 
Caden R.
March came in like a lamb, with light.  
March will go out like lion, with a big, cold bite.
Ean S.
March came in like a lion, cold and loud.  
March will go out like a lamb, soft and proud.
Brailee S.

March came in like a lamb, calm and shy. 
March will go out like a lion, like a big, strong guy.
Faith S.
March came in like a lamb, sunny and bright. 
March will go out like a lion, cold and with fright. 
Zachery S.
March came in like a lion, with a fight. 
March will go out like a lion, and might give me frostbite. 
Anthony S.
March came in like a lion, with a roar. 
March will go out like a lamb, with a bore.
Chase S.
March came in like a lamb, it was sunny and warm. 
March will go out like a lion, it will make a storm.
Brady T.
March came in like a lion, it was cold and fierce. 
March will go out like a lamb, sunny… and through the 
clouds, the sun will pierce. 
Breanna W.

by: mrs. paulsen’s 3rd grade   Woodbury central   moville, iowaaulsen’s 3rd grade   Woodbury central   entral   m

marchcouplets
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When a banana plant is ready to fruit, it shoots out a long stalk from which the fruit will grow. 
Which way do you think the bananas will grow? Draw what you think on Picture 1. Then use 
the code to find out how bananas grow. Draw this on Picture 2.

       here is no such thing as a
       banana tree. Banana plants
       are actually very tall herbs. 
There is no woody trunk. The 
stem is formed from tightly 
wrapped leaves. New leaves grow 
out of old leaves. Some banana 
plants grow amazingly fast. One 
plant spurts up 20.5 centimeters 
or about 8 inches every day. If 
you watch very carefully, you can 
see this plant grow!

Bananas are the 
only fruit that 
contain all the 

major vitamins: 
A, B1, B2, B6 

and C.

Nutritious and delicious, bananas 
are one of the best-loved foods on 
earth by people of all ages. Let’s 
learn more about this tasty treat!

Bananas grow in clusters called 
hands. There can be 15 - 30 
bananas on each hand. Each 
banana is called a finger. The 
word banan is Arabic for finger. 

Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.
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R
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BANANAS
CLUSTERS
TREAT
MONKEY
WAIT
HERB
VITAMINS
ALEXANDER
TRUNK
FINGER
PEEL
ARABIC
HUNT
FRUIT
ROW

Number the bananas 1 to 8. But wait! Numbers that come 
before or after each other may not be placed next to one 
another in any direction.

Hint: Cut out eight slips of paper, number them 1 to 8, and try 
arranging the numbers different ways.

bananas!
Bananas, bananas, I love bananas. They are great and healthy for you. They make you look and feel great. 
Try them fried, they are not nasty. Yes, I’m talking to you..
Cristina H. Sgt. Bluff-Luton  4th grade

Standards Links: Vocabulary: Use context to find the meaning of words.

While no one knows for sure how 
_________ were invented, many 
legends have been told about their 
beginnings. Here is one:

Long ago, in ancient _______, the 
emperor asked his servant to bring 
him a piece of jade. While carrying 
the ________ piece of jade to the 
emperor, the servant tripped, and the 
jade _______ into seven pieces.

“Doomed! Oh, I am doomed!” wailed 
the servant. He tried and tried to put 
the pieces of  ________ back together 
in between his cries of dismay.

The emperor went to see what all of 
the noise was about and saw the 
broken square of jade.

“What a lovely jade puzzle!” said the 
emperor. He sat down and ________ 
on reassembling the jade. He had so 
much fun, he decided to see if he 
could make different __________. 
Soon the emperor was telling 
everyone else about it, and a new 
________ had begun.

Oops! The tangram 
rooster has taken some 
of the words out of the 

legend. Draw a line from 
each word to where it 
belongs in the legend.

Standards Link: Math/Geometry: Identify common geometric figures.

       he earliest known Chinese book with a 
       tangram puzzle in it is dated 1813, but the
       puzzle was very old by then. One reason for 
this could be that in China at the time, the 
tangram puzzle was considered a game for 
women and children. This would have made it 
unworthy of “serious” study and unlikely to be 
written about.

In the 19th century, when Europe and the United 
States started trading with China, sailors brought 
home this new-found game. “The Chinese 
Puzzle” spawned a flood of books and picture 
card sets.

A tangram begins as a square. The 
square is cut into seven pieces. Each 
piece is called a tan.

Tangrams are used to make pictures. 
All seven pieces must be used. They 
must touch, but none may overlap.

Can you make each of these tangram animals? Cut out the 
tans on this page and give it a try! (The tans are too large to 
fit into these pictures. Try to copy the shape, not the size.)

What kinds of objects can you create on your own with the 
tans? Can you design a tangram spaceship or a tangram 
sailboat? Can you make letters and numbers? Be creative!

Which of these 
tangram people does 
NOT have a match?

Standards Link: Math/Geometry: Identify common geometric figures.

Standards Link: Math/Geometry: Identify common 
geometric figures.
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Standards Links: Vocabulary: Use context to find the meaning of words.

While no one knows for sure how 
_________ were invented, many 
legends have been told about their 
beginnings. Here is one:

Long ago, in ancient _______, the 
emperor asked his servant to bring 
him a piece of jade. While carrying 
the ________ piece of jade to the 
emperor, the servant tripped, and the 
jade _______ into seven pieces.

“Doomed! Oh, I am doomed!” wailed 
the servant. He tried and tried to put 
the pieces of  ________ back together 
in between his cries of dismay.

The emperor went to see what all of 
the noise was about and saw the 
broken square of jade.

“What a lovely jade puzzle!” said the 
emperor. He sat down and ________ 
on reassembling the jade. He had so 
much fun, he decided to see if he 
could make different __________. 
Soon the emperor was telling 
everyone else about it, and a new 
________ had begun.

Oops! The tangram 
rooster has taken some 
of the words out of the 

legend. Draw a line from 
each word to where it 
belongs in the legend.

Standards Link: Math/Geometry: Identify common geometric figures.

       he earliest known Chinese book with a 
       tangram puzzle in it is dated 1813, but the
       puzzle was very old by then. One reason for 
this could be that in China at the time, the 
tangram puzzle was considered a game for 
women and children. This would have made it 
unworthy of “serious” study and unlikely to be 
written about.

In the 19th century, when Europe and the United 
States started trading with China, sailors brought 
home this new-found game. “The Chinese 
Puzzle” spawned a flood of books and picture 
card sets.

A tangram begins as a square. The 
square is cut into seven pieces. Each 
piece is called a tan.

Tangrams are used to make pictures. 
All seven pieces must be used. They 
must touch, but none may overlap.

Can you make each of these tangram animals? Cut out the 
tans on this page and give it a try! (The tans are too large to 
fit into these pictures. Try to copy the shape, not the size.)

What kinds of objects can you create on your own with the 
tans? Can you design a tangram spaceship or a tangram 
sailboat? Can you make letters and numbers? Be creative!

Which of these 
tangram people does 
NOT have a match?

Standards Link: Math/Geometry: Identify common geometric figures.

Standards Link: Math/Geometry: Identify common 
geometric figures.

patterns!
The first grade students from   
Dakota Valley created pictures 
using pattern blocks.  They 
completed a descriptive writing 
activity sharing details about the 
pictures.  They used color words, 
number words, and the names of 
the shapes in their writings.  What 
a wonderful way to incorporate 
writing into the math class and 
increase the likelihood that the 
children will remember all aspects 
of the shape.  Kudos to the first 
grade students at Dakota Valley! 

We celebrate the diversity in our 
classrooms by sharing this first 
writing from a student who had 
only been in this country for six 
months.  We are leaving all of 
the first grade writings as they 
are, to show the growth in these 
young students and how hard 
they all work to learn to speak 
and write in the English language, 
especially the first young student.  
We celebrate this work and the 
work of the teachers to create a 
positive place for learning for all 
students.

a bird-Thes is my bird abouvte 
shapes.  My bird has one green 
triangle for his mouth.  My bird has 
one yellow hexgon for his feiss.  
My bird has five red trapezoid the 
tow trapezoid maik a san, the one 
trapezoid was maiking a my brid 
feet.  The tow trapezoid boby.  My 
bird has tow orange square for 
his laig.  My bird has sthirteen 
blue rhombus for his wing and ten 
rhombut for sky.  Thes is my bird.
Shiori K.  
Dakota Valley 1st Grade

My bird had a yellow hexagon.  It 
had a blue rhombus and gray, too.  

It have a green triangle.  It have a 
white paper.  It have a tall.  It had a 
hand.  It had a body.
Sydney L.  
Dakota Valley 1st Grade

My flower has five orange squares 
and four tan rhombuses and six 
blue rhombus.  It has one yellow 
hexagon and one green triangle.  
That is my flower!
Brody R.   
Dakota Valley 1st Grade

My bird and fly are made out of 
shapes.  The fly has a one, green 
triangle and two tan diamonds.  
The birds head has a one green 
triangle for the beak and one red 
stripe with a green stripe.  The body 
has a 1 red trapezoid and blue 
diamonds with a green triangle with 
red tale feathers.  He has orange 
legs and red feet.  This is what my 
bird and fly look.
Nate R.   
Dakota Valley 1st Grade

My rocket is colorful.  It is made of 
two red trapezoids.  There is one 
orange square on it.  There are 
also four yellow hexagons on it.  
My rocket has one green triangle.  
There are ten blue parallelograms 
for the sky.  There are eighteen 
shapes in all.  My rocket is about to 
take off.  It is facing to the sky.  That 
is how my rocket looks.
Lauren M  
Dakota Valley 1st Grade

My house is made of lots of shapes.  
The triangles on my house are 
green.  There are 12 triangles.  The 

rhombuses are blue.  There are 14 
rhombuses.  There is 21 squares on 
my house.  The squares are orange.  
There is 48 shapes in all.  That is 
how my house looks.
Josie H.  
Dakota Valley 1st Grade

 

My bird has many shapes.  My bird 
has 6 squares and 14 triangles, 
1 trapezoid, 14 diamonds and 3 
hexagons.  My bird has 6 squares  
and its body looks like a rhombus.
Kaleb S.  
Dakota Valley 1st Grade

This is how you make a bear cave.  
The bear cave is made out of color 
of shapes.  The red shapes have 38 
red shapes.  The yellow ones are 
the leaves.  The denfin are down.
Vincent H.   
Dakota Valley 1st Grade

My Beehive-My bee hive has 19 
panted rhombus bees!  Its shape is 
an oval.  Tan, red, orange blue.  It 
has 12 pieces of honey.
Logan E.  
Dakota Valley 1st Grade

My school is made out of shapes.  
There are 3 red trapezoids on the 
bottom of my school.  The 25 green 
triangles are the wall for the outside 
of the school.  There are 20 orange 
squares inside the school.  The 2 
green triangles help hold the school 
up.  That is my school.
Kennady R.   
Dakota Valley 1st Grade

I am going to show you my 
robot.  Ok, I put on two skinny tan 
rhombus.  Next, I put on four green 
square.  Then I put on four orange 
square.  Now I put on eight blue 
squares.  Finally, I put on nine fat 
blue rhombus.  That’s my robot.
Will S.   
Dakota Valley 1st Grade

My flower has many shapes.  It has 
two green triangles.  My flower 
has five yellow squares.  It has 
one orange square.  My flower 
has six blue squares.  It has one 
yellow hexagon.  My flower has 
three green squares.  It has ten 
rhombuses.  This is how I describe 
my flower.
Owen V.   
Dakota Valley 1st Grade

My house is very colorful.  There is 
no roof.  There is one red trapezoid.  
There is one orange square.  There 
is five yellow hexagons.  This is my 
house made out of shapes.
Raven K.   
Dakota Valley 1st Grade

A Samurai…10 square front 
legs…12 diamonds on the face.  
This is a Samurai!
Thomas M.  
Dakota Valley 1st Grade

This is my farmhouse.  My 
farmhouse has nineteen orange 
squares.  My farmhouse has two 
yellow hexagons.  My farmhouse 
has four white rhombuses.  My 
farmhouse has four red trapezoids.  
This is my farmhouse.
Curtis H.   
Dakota Valley 1st Grade

geometry with marshmallows... exploring math
Dakota Valley First Grade Classroom
Who said “Math is not fun!”….in our classroom we learn math through the integrated approach of writing, science and art.  One of our core standards is to:  compose two-dimensional 
shapes to create a composite shape, and compose new shapes from the composite shape.  Quite a mouthful…but we did it.  First, the students constructed a 2D shape out of miniature 
marshmallows and toothpicks.  Then, from that shape, they created the 3D figure.  From the originals, the first grade students created more 2D/3D shapes to compose new shapes from 
the composite one….quite a mouthful, but what a great time we had with learning math!

Addison S.         Dakota Valley, 1st Grade 

Avery F.         Dakota Valley, 1st Grade 

Bailee T.         Dakota Valley, 1st Grade 

Jeramiah D.         Dakota Valley, 1st Grade 

Elle W.         Dakota Valley, 1st Grade 

Hayden L.         Dakota Valley, 1st Grade Jack J.         Dakota Valley, 1st Grade 

math

learning=fun
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The Greedy Triangle
by Marilyn Burns, illustrated by Gordon Silveria

The bored 
triangle wants 
more out of life 
and visits at 
shape shifter to 
add another 
angle and so 
change his 
shape. Then he 
just keeps 
adding angles 
until be is 
completely 
transformed. 
Geometric 
shapes are all 
around and this 
book will help 
students make 
the connections.

Tangram Game
pbskids.org/cyberchase/math-games/tanagram-game/
Match the shape by moving the seven pieces provided into 
place by clicking and dragging. Enjoy this geometric 
workout for your brain.

Tangram Channel
tangram-channel.com/animals-easy/
Choose your tangram difficulty level and see if you can 
match the shapes to make these tangram animals.

Legend and History of the Tangram
tangram-channel.com/legend-of-the-tangram/
Here’s the ancient Chinese story of tangrams and how they 
originated in the long journey of the sage and a broken piece 
of glass.

A Sage’s Journey
youtu.be/X5mc-dkYLfI
The sage’s story told in detail on Youtube as an animation 
using tans.

C is for Crown

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have 
your child read with you. Trace the uppercase and 
lowercase letter C. Say the letter as you trace it.

How many            ?

Learning Buddies: 
Trace and say the 
number. Read the 

questions. Touch and 
count to find the answers.

How many words or pictures can 
you find on this page that start 
with the sound the letter C makes 
in the word crown?

clocks

How many            ?
cars

Carolina has a new crown. But when she looked in the 
mirror, she started to frown. How many differences can 

you find between Carolina and her reflection?

“Little girl, little girl, where have you been?”
“Gathering roses to give to the Queen.”
“Little girl, little girl, what gave she you?”
“She gave me a diamond as big as my shoe.”

c is for crown

literary coNNectioNs
mark twain biography
Hinton 3rd Grade
Mark Twain’s Life
Meet Mark Twain.  He was a famous writer.  He wrote 
two really famous books.  His real name was Samuel 
Langhorne Clemens.

Mark Twain was born in Florida, Missouri on November 
30, 1835.  This was the same date that Haley’s Comet 
occurred.  He was four when he moved to Hannibal, 
Missouri.  He was five when he started school.  He was 
familiar with slavery and learned more as he often told 
stories to African American slaves who lived nearby.  
When he was eleven, his father died.  At eighteen, he 
left Hannibal and became a printer.

Mark Twain needed money to go places and do things, so he worked 
on a steamboat as a young man.  He met and married Olivia Langdon.  Their first son died, 
and he had three more daughters.  Their names were Susy, Jean, and Clara.

Mark Twain wrote two very popular books.  Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn.  He died in 
1907 in Redding, Connecticut.
Jacob D.  Hinton Elementary 3rd Grade

book reviews
Hinton 3rd Grade

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl

If you like adventure, you will want to read Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. The story is 
about a boy named Charlie and he is very, very poor.  He has two sets of grandparents 
who live with him and his parents.  When Charlie has a chance to win a golden ticket, he 
does, and prepares to go to Willie Wonka’s Factory.
Read this book or you’ll never know what happens to Charlie.  It is a great book!
Alyssia W. Hinton Elementary 3rd Grade

Shiloh

This book is about a beagle who that gets kicked and beat up.  So, if you like helping dogs, 
then read Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor.  In this story, Marty is walking around when he 
finds a beagle and he decided to name it, Shiloh.  Shiloh is really Judd Travers’ dog, so the 
second time the dog comes to Marty, Marty has to keep him in the shed.  He keeps Shiloh 
a big secret until a German Shepard tears Shiloh up.  So, if you want to know if Shiloh gets 
better…you had better read this book!
Molly M.  Hinton Elementary 3rd Grade

If you LOVE dogs, read Shiloh.  It is exciting, sad, and fun all at the same time!  Shiloh is a 
hunting beagle that had been bought by Judd Travers.  When Judd sent Shiloh out to hunt, 
Judd hit Shiloh in the head and Shiloh ran away.  If you want to know more…read this story 
by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor.    
Kadence P. Hinton Elementary 3rd Grade

If you like dogs, you might like the book or movie, Shiloh, by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor.  It is 
about a boy and his dog friend, Shiloh.  A guy named Judd Travers is a bad guy.  The dog 
belongs to Judd, but Marty, who is the boy, wants to keep him because Judd kicks the dog 
if he runs off or doesn’t listen.  Marty makes a deal with Judd.  If Marty works for Judd for 
20 hours a week for two weeks, he could keep Shiloh.  Judd said, “No,” at first..but then 
after he finished all of the work, Marty got to keep Shiloh.  It is a great book!
Sayler J.  Hinton Elementary 3rd Grade

Charlotte’s Web

If you like nature, you will like the book Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White.  This book is fiction.  
There is a girl who named a pig, Wilbur.  There is a spider named Charlotte, who writes 
some things about Wilber in her web.  Everyone goes to the county fair to see if Wilbur 
wins the prize and see what Charlotte wrote in her web.  To find out what happens to 
Charlotte and Wilbur, you should read this book!
Ian H.  Hinton Elementary 3rd Grade

celebrating school library month and National library Week (april 12-18)
April is the official month to celebrate our school libraries and school librarians.  Julianne Moore, award-winning 
actress and best-selling author, is the official national spokesperson for the 2015 observance.  “School libraries make 
a difference,” said Moore.  “I moved around a lot as a young child, and the first place I would visit in a new place was 
the school library.  The librarians guided me, encouraged me, and set the stage for my lifelong love of reading.  As 
educators, school librarians have a tremendous impact on our students’ personal and intellectual growth.” (American 
Association of School Librarians)   We at Kid Scoop News send our gratitude for all those who help to foster a love of 

reading and creativity in our children.  Kudos!

lincoln librarian... connie murray
“When I see the excitement children have when they find something (the book) they really want to 
read…I get excited..”  Few people know when they are young what they want to do later on, but 
Connie Murray, librarian at Lincoln Elementary School, knew she loved to read at an early age and 
books would always be part of her life.  She loves being a school librarian.

Mrs. Murray and her twin sister grew up in the Riverside section of Sioux City.  Riverside had its own 
little community and they spent time visiting the grocery store, pharmacy and especially the public 
library as the school did not have its own library.  She loved her neighborhood and is very happy to 
still be living and working in Sioux City.  She loved how her sister and she could wander around the 

neighborhood and knew everyone who lived close by.  All of the families watched out for each other 
and she knew everyone by name.

Mrs. Murray first worked as a classroom volunteer and then the librarian job opened up.  She loved working with children and loved to read, so 
it was a perfect fit for her.  She also loved school as a child so she thought she would enjoy working in one.

She has a paraeducator certification and is directed by a teacher librarian who comes to oversee during the year.  While technology has 
changed many parts of a librarian’s job, she still believes there is nothing like a real book to hold experience and read.

Her favorite book is The Wizard of Oz.  She likes to share with people that the  ruby red slippers in the movie are actually silver slippers in the 
book!  Who knew?  She thinks it’s very important to read the book before seeing the movie.  She likes to discuss with students why the writers of 
a movie script might change the text.  (Usually, it has to do with making money!)

Her favorite part of being a librarian is to read aloud to the students.  At Lincoln Elementary, Dr. Seuss Day was celebrated with the sharing 
of many Dr. Seuss books.  National Library Week will be highlighted with the reading of Newbery and Caldecott selections.  A huge set of 
“kudos” to Mrs. Murray from all of the students at Lincoln Elementary for helping to make our library a special place!
Chloe McClure Lincoln Elementary 5th Grade

media savvy... sioux city public library
Donna Brooks is the Graphics and Communication Specialist at the Sioux City Public 
Library.  She received her Bachelor’s of Science in Journalism and Mass Communication 
from Iowa State University and has recently completed her thesis for her Master’s of Fine 
Arts from Queens University.  Her designated area of concentration for her bachelor’s 
was in creative literature. We are lucky to have Donna as part of the Sioux City Public 
Library team.

As a young college student, Donna had dreams of becoming a lawyer.  During a 
writing class at Iowa State, her “mentor to be” gave her a new dream, and that was one 
of being in the writing field.  She focuses on creative non-fiction writing which is also 
known as literary journalism.  

While her new dream could take her many places, why did she decide to come to the 
Sioux City Library?  Her response, “I love books!  I believed that working for a civic nonprofit agency would be 

more rewarding than working for a for profit corporation.  This library, in particular, has a wonderful philosophy.  They believe in open access 
and serving the community.  I like the idea of inclusion and having all be part of our community.”

Her hobbies include writing, painting, and playing with her 17 month old daughter.  Before she worked at the library, she worked at Western 
Iowa Tech as a social media specialist.  While she worked there, part of her “perks” were classes.  She added graphic design as an emphasis 
and that helped her to get the job at the library.

Libraries are undergoing a digital media movement. Many are installing more computers, creating a larger digital data base and adding many 
more online books and music resources. The Sioux City Library is meeting the needs of today’s media emphasis.

Writer Frank Serafini summed up a librarian’s personal philosophy when he wrote, “There is no such thing as a child who hates to read;  there 
are only children who have not found the right book.”  Whether that book is hard bound or of a digital nature,  Donna Brooks is helping all 
readers find the right fit.

Donna Brooks is author of In Lieu of Mom and will receive her MFA from Queens University this May.

~ The Sioux City Public Library will be hosting numerous events and special activities this summer.  Be sure to visit their website for more detailed information.
~ Launch Event - Summer Reading Program Kick-off:  Local Heroes are SUPER!, Monday, June 1-Morningside Branch Library 10:00 to noon
~ Sign up for Summer Reading and meet some local heroes at this 2-hour, drop-in event.  See cool fire and police vehicles and meet representatives from the   
   Sioux City Fire and Police Departments and the 185th Air Refueling Wing of the National Guard.
~ The main summer reading program is titled:  Every Hero Has a Story for grades Prek-5.
Isabel Martinez Blessed Sacarament School 5th Grade 
Brianna Martinez Blessed Sacarament School 7th Grade

Donna Brooks, Graphics and Communication 

Specialist at the Sioux City Library with Isabel and Brianna

reading with  
Woodbury central
What is your name?
    Mishelle Powell
Where do you work?
    Woodbury Central School  
    Elementary Library
What is your job?
    I am a librarian.
What is your favorite part of your job?
    I love working with kids!
What is your favorite book?
    Memories of a Goldfish
Who is your favorite author?
    Steven King
What is the most challenging part of 
your job?
    Finding the right books…
What is your favorite color?
    I like blue.
What do you like to do in your free 
time?
    I like to read books!
Do you have kids?
    I have a son and a daughter.
What is your favorite food?
    CHOCOLATE!
Do you have any pets?
    Two dogs
When is your birthday?
     October 7th
What was your favorite subject in 
school?
     I enjoyed science.
What is your favorite sport?  
     Basketball
Where is your favorite place to read?
    Outside
Name one thing you are good at…
    I enjoy crafts.
Who do you admire the most?
   My cousin…
Name one thing about you that people 
like.
   I am friendly.
Name two words that describe you 
best.
   Helpful and kind

Kid Scoop Feature Reporters: Brand 
Beaver and Lauren Locke with 
Woodbury Central Librarian Mishelle 
Powell

Chloe McClure with Connie Murray, 
Lincoln Elementary School Librarian
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5th grade creates student Newslatters
Hunt Elementary
Every month Mrs. Irwin selects two students to do a newsletter of what is happening in the class.  This month Redleen J. and Alex D. are writing the newsletter.  The class has been 
doing this since the beginning of the year.
The class has been working hard on these newsletters.  We are learning to gather information and report on it.  By doing this, we are increasing our written language skills, using the 
correct mechanics of writing and using our typing skills with technology.  The fun part of writing the newsletter is we get to talk about what is happening in our classroom and share that 
with our parents.
We can put one picture in the newsletter for decoration or when there is a celebration.  There have been lots of kids who have done the newsletter.  Mrs. Irwin has been doing the 
newsletter for her class for a long time.  When the kids are done with the newsletters, Mrs. Irwin will check it and print it out and send it with the Thursday folder.  Our parents check 
our newsletter and then tell us how we have done “so very much” at school.  
We  have fun doing the newsletter.  We work in a team and decide how we are going to write it.  Everyone can’t wait to be part of the newsletter team!
Isabella M.  Hunt Elementary 5th Grade

reading is fun at  
hunt elemenary
Recently, featured reporters Sophee R. and Chloe 
Y. from Hunt Elementary School were honored 
to interview Hunt Elementary School librarian 
Jacqueline Lightcap.  Mrs. Lightcap, a lifelong 
reader, believes that being a librarian is the perfect 
job for her.

Mrs. Lightcap grew up in Topeka, Kansas and 
went to college at Oklahoma Baptist University.  
She received a degree in Public Relations.  Her 

husband, Torey, is the Rector at St. Thomas Episcopal Church.  Her two children go to Hunt, but 
they will all be moving soon.

Mrs. Lightcap loves to read out loud to students of all ages.  During National Library Week, she 
will read award winning books to younger students and share some highlights about special 
books.

Mrs. Lightcap believes the library is a very interesting place to work.  She orders amazing books 
for students to read.  She uses the computer to check books in and out.  She organizes the 
library so books are easy to find and she likes to make the library a pleasant place to be.

Technology has changed many libraries, but the Hunt library is still very much the same as it 
has always  been.  Due to space issues, the computers have been placed in another room and 
shelves that once held books have been replaced by tables and chairs for another class.

Mrs. Lightcap wishes there was more time in every day so students could read and check out 
more books.  “If a reader has time to look at a book and think about it, before he/she checks 
it out…..then he/she will choose a just right book.”  Choosing a “just right” book is so very 
important to reading.

The students at Hunt Elementary School would like to thank Mrs. Lightcap for all of her hard 
work and wish her the very best next year.  We will miss her!

books = fun
explore with us at  
hinton elementary 
According to Mrs. Schindel, books are 
important to read because you can read a fun 
book, or you can read books that have a lot 
of facts.  Books are important because you 
can learn a lot of things from each little book.  
Kids should read because each (kid) can pick 
out a book that is just right.

In the library, books need to be in order by 
the author’s initials.  If someone is looking for a certain book, all they need to use in the 
fiction section are the initials of the first and last name. We asked Mrs. Schindel how many 
books are checked out in a day. She said about 231. She has a lot of fun interacting with 
the kids and it’s not hard to memorize where the books are. Her favorite section is the 
picture books.

There is a book in our library that gets a lot of awards.  It’s called, I Want My Hat Back.It 
has won numerous awards.  There are two really famous authors/illustrators in our library, 
Eric Carle and Dr. Seuss.  The most popular young adult authors are James Patterson, John 
Grisham and Suzanne Collins.  

It is very important to read as a young person because you can learn a lot from just one 
book!  You get smarter from reading.  Have you ever wondered what you have to do to 
be a librarian? According to Mrs. Schindel, you go through high school and college.  In 
college, you might even study education.

Do you know when students should start reading books?  Mrs. Schindel believes that each 
child should be read to before they are even the age of one!  You should listen to books at 
age one so you are use to seeing and listening to books.

The Hinton Elementary School students would like to thank Mrs. Schindel for all of her hard 
work and for sharing information about being a librarian!

Kid Scoop Feature Reporters: Sophee R. and 
Chloe Y.in 5th Grade with Jacqueline Lightcap, 
Librarian at Hunt Elementary School

Kid Scoop Feature Reporters: Belle D., Bode 
B. and Gabrielle F. in 3rd Grade with Mrs. 
Schindel, Librarian at Hinton Elementary 
School
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Have fun 
counting eggs 

today!

With a friend, 
create a secret code. 
Write messages to 

each other using the 
code. Then see if 
other friends can 
“break” the code 

and figure out what 
you wrote.

Calling all poets! 
Write down ten 

pairs of words that 
rhyme. Now write 

down a poem 
using those words.

Learn about the 
Nature Explore club 

to gain a better 
appreciation of 

nature.

Explore different 
career choices 
today. Learn a 
little of what it 
takes to achieve 
these careers.

Put on gloves and 
go for a walk and 
pick up trash in 

your neighborhood 
or join a park 

clean-up project.

Plan a visit to a 
tree nursery

This day is the 
anniversary of the 
Great 1906 San 

Francisco 
Earthquake

On this day, you 
can ask a question 

and the person 
answering must 
give an honest 

answer.

Discuss the 
meaning of the 
word meditate. 
Close your eyes 

and sit completely 
still. Be calm and 
meditate for five 
minutes today.

Have you or your 
friend mastered 

the cartwheel yet? 
Don’t give up! 
Practice is great 

exercise.

Can you do a 
cartwheel? If so, 

teach a friend how 
to do one. If not, 

work with a friend 
that knows how.

Find some of your 
favorite books and 

read them to a 
younger child.

Look up at the 
sky for 15 

minutes tonight. 
How many 

aircraft can you 
spot in that 

amount of time?

Learn all the 
words to one 
of your parents’ 
favorite songs. 
Have a 
family sing 
along 
tonight!

How long can you 
go without watching 

TV? How many 
books could you 

read if you gave up 
TV for a few days?

With a friend, 
create a secret code. 

Calling all poets! 
Write down ten 

go for a walk and 
pick up trash in 

your neighborhood 
or join a park 

clean-up project.

Put on gloves and 
go for a walk and 
Put on gloves and 
go for a walk and 

Watch a movie made 
before 1950. Then 

talk about things you 
noticed that are 
different from 

modern movies.

Discuss the 
meaning of the 

Can you do a 
cartwheel? If so, 

Clip coupons 
from the newspa-

per or online. Set 

aside the amount 
of money you 

save to use for a 
special treat for 

the family.

Do something to 
improve your 

health today. Go 
for a long walk, 

make a nutritious 
meal and get a 

good night’s sleep.

Do you have books 
you’ve outgrown? 

Contact your library 
and see if you can 

donate them.

Do something nice 
for a brother or 

sister today. 
Maybe they will 

do something nice 
for you!

How many foods 
starting with the 
letter B have you 
eaten this week?

Who were the 
first people to 

reach the North 
Pole on this day 

in 1898?

Beverley Cleary 
was born on this 
day in 1916. Can 

you find the 
names of the 
books she has 

written?

of your parents’ The Titanic sank 
on this day in 
1912. What 
caused the 
disaster?

Arbor Day

Turn Off TV and
Read Month

National Poetry
Month

Create a comic strip. 
Use two characters 
to tell knock-knock 

jokes or riddles.

tree nursery

Arbor Day

Use two characters 
to tell knock-knock 

jokes or riddles.

literary coNNectioNs
Kid Scoop Reporter, Lexi Schweitzberger, had the privilege of completing her very first Kid Scoop News interview with Debbie LaCroix, a 
work-from-home mom, and published children’s book author.  Debbie sells books through Usborne Books and More.  She emphasized that 
she never has a typical day.  She’s always been one to tell stories, whether it is making them up in the car with her children, reading them 
in her mind, or creating play scripts in her youth. She lives in her imagination and sees things from very different angles.

Debbie loves libraries and would rather read a book than anything else.  Her favorite part of reading is the smell of the book as using 
your senses makes the experience of reading more real.  One of her favorite books growing up was Anne of Green Gables.

When asked how she organized her thoughts and became a writer, she responded, “….keep a journal or a blog…realize that there is no 
right or wrong…write for yourself and read absolutely everything you can get your hands on.”  When asked about her writing and editing 
processes, she said that as some of her ideas develop, she writes them down.  The thoughts don’t leave 
her mind until she does.  She can be lying in bed, trying to sleep and will have to get up if she doesn’t 
write them down.  Those written thoughts go into a folder until all are down on paper.  This can take 
anywhere from one week to six months to complete the edit.  During her editing process she will have 

her children or various peers read it out loud.  She has to love how it sounds before the process goes any 
further.  Her favorite part of this process is having the chance to talk to others about her work.

Debbie’s goal is to enjoy life while helping others achieve their dreams.  She wants to inspire others to “find a need, fill a need”.  Debbie works through schools, 
libraries, parents, and teachers to help connect them to amazing children’s books.  She recruits and trains others who have a passion for books and reading 
who will promote literacy.  A favorite quote of this reporter’s was when she said, “It’s okay to suck; it’s how you get better.  It’s about growing and learning who 
you are.  It’s about the journey and being satisfied with one’s self.”  Debbie was easy to talk to and enjoyable.  This reporter learned many valuable lessons 
about being true to who you are in this journey called life. This above all: to thine own self be true. ~ Shakespeare
Lexi Schweitzberger  Sgt. Bluff-Luton Middle School 8th Grade

Lexi Schweitzberger, Bailey Cleveland, Chloe McClure, 
Carley Rooney and Makenzie Gordon with Debbie 
LaCroix, published children’s author.

“every time i face rejection (in writing), i should just eat chocolate.” (debbie lacroix)



20

To advertise, please call (712)293-4303 www.NIESiouxland.com Kid Scoop News April 2015

21

To advertise, please call (712)293-4303 www.NIESiouxland.com Kid Scoop News April 2015

I’m confused, Thrifty! The 
newspaper ad said that my 
favorite treats were on sale 
for $2.99. But when I got
up to the 
checkout 
counter, it 
cost $3.19! 
How can 
that be?
Is it some 
kind of a 
trick?

No, it’s not a mistake, 
Fritter. You forgot about 
SALES TAX. Sales tax is 
added to the price of many 
things you buy in stores, so 
you have to always 
keep that in mind 
when figuring out 
if you can afford 
to buy something!

Wow! Sales tax 
takes a bite out 
of my snacks 
before I do!

of my snacks 
before I

Most things you buy at a store are taxed. That means you pay a little more than the price tag shows to pay the 
sales tax. Cities, states and the federal government use tax dollars to pay for a variety of services and government 

functions. Unscramble the letters to discover some of the things taxpayer dollars buy.

Talk with a parent about sales tax. Ask them 
how they estimate the cost of something when 
they’re deciding to make a purchase. Ask 
them what other kinds of taxes they pay.

How Energy 
Efficient are You?

Choose a room in the 
house and click on 

objects. The quiz will test 
your knowledge on 
reducing energy and 
you’ll find some cool 

facts about saving energy.

Tell Us What
You Think

Do you have a free 
online game you like 
to play? Send your 

reviews and 
recommendations to 

woodword@
kidscoopnews.com ecokids.ca/PUB/eco_info/topics/energy/energy_efficient/

a campaign to put a Woman on the $20 bill
Barbara Ortiz Howard, the owner of a restoration business in Mount Vernon, N.Y., just north of the Bronx, 
has always been one to challenge the status quo.  For several years, she has been wondering why there 
are no women on any of our paper currency.  She has challenged the youth of our nation to consider some 
possibilities and decide who they would place on the twenty–dollar bill.  Let’s cast our ballots for the next 
twenty-dollar bill feature.

class activity
As a class, determine ten individuals who you believe “fit the bill”.  Each student will select one woman and 
create a twenty-dollar bill with that woman’s face on the front of the bill. As a class, cast the individual votes 
and send your result to Kid Scoop News. In addition, we will publish the winning designs. Send us a copy of 
your classroom’s winning bill. Kid Scoop News will tally the overall results from our region, publish them, and 
send them on to Barbara Ortiz Howard.  Please send the results by email to:          

Nicole.schweitzberger@lee.net 

or jhopkins@siouxcityjournal.com

each month we will focus on a “hot topic” from current events. 
using this “hot topic”, the staff at Kid scoop News will create an 
activity that requires students to use higher level thinking skills. 

Watch for this month’s results in the may issue.

opiNioN

What’s
your? 
scoop 

possibilities?
Rosa Parks

Eleanor Roosevelt

Oprah

Sacajawea

Marie Curie

Harriet Tubman

Billie Jean King

  Lindsay Vonn

  Mia Hamm

  Susan B. Anthony

  Margaret Stanton

  Aretha Franklin

  

  
?
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poetry
month

special feature special feature

We love to write at Woodbury Central!  With Mrs. Paulsen’s 3rd Grade Classroom

Fishing
Rolling down the ramp
Accelerating up the current
Strapping on a life jacket
Shutting down the motor…
Sneaking so we don’t scare the 
fish
Snapping the line,
Watching the “big one” swim 
away
Trying again and again
Reeling in a 74 pound catfish
Winning a trophy…Yeah!
Andrew H.
Akron-Westfield 4th Grade

Frogs
Jump, jump, jump!
Ribbitting, can you find me?
Go to a nearby pond…
And you may find one if you are 
lucky.
Shhh…be quiet and sneaky if
You want to catch me.
Is it a frog or a toad? I ask myself.
Small and cute or big and fat?
Camouflaged in leaves and 
bushes.
Listen carefully for the loud, deep 
croak.
Hey, I found another…and 
another…and another.
It’s a toad…bumpy and dry!
Tamara D. 
Akron-Westfield 4th Grade

The Bee Sting
Last Saturday at exactly three
I was out climbing on a maple 
tree.
I got stung on my left knee

By a bright, yellow and black bee.
My mom said, “Oh, Lily! Please 
do not worry!
I’ll make a phone call to Dr. 
Murry.”
He took out a tweezers and some 
ointment that smelled funky.
He looked at me with a grin and 
said,
“If you sit still, you can have a toy 
monkey!”
Mara Z. 
Akron-Westfield 4th Grade

Yankton
In Yankton, we always have fun.
On the beach is where I like to 
run.
When we build in the sand,
we always make a print with our 
hand.
When we are tubing, I like to go 
fast.
Tipping and turning,
is always a blast.
At the end of the day…
we are all beat.
It is definitely a time
to get out of the heat!
Katie J. 
Akron-Westfield 4th Grade

My Snowman
My snowman was big and round
but he was nowhere to be found.
He had long, skinny arms,
and was built somewhere on our 
farm.
I looked around for him one sunny 
day,
But  couldn’t find him and decided 

to play.
When I finally remembered to 
look around,
I found him melted in a huge 
puddle…
On the cold ground!
Mikenna F. 
Akron-Westfield 4th Grade

The Planets
Our Solar System was made up of 
nine planets.
Then, Pluto became a dwarf 
planet along with Ceres and Eris.
I dream of visiting Pluto some day.
In zero gravity, will I be able to 
play?
Traveling there will take many 
nights and days.
Scientists say that it is freezing, icy 
and covered in a gray haze.
So many mysteries are hidden in 
our Galaxy, 
just waiting for a young 
astronomer just like me.
 Tanner S. 
Akron-Westfield 4th Grade

Orange Popsicles
Popsicles are a sweet treat
that many kids love to eat.
My favorites are grape, 
strawberry, and cherry, too.
But orange flavored popsicles are 
just Ew! Ew! Ew!
Whenever I am left with that 
awful color,
I just leave it on the counter for my 
mother.
I stand there and watch her eat it 
with delight

as I think to myself, oh…what a 
sight!
So next summer, remember to buy 
me a popsicle treat,
but hide the orange or I might get 
sick on your feet!
Sophia M. 
Akron-Westfield 4th Grade

Cheerleading
The stadium lights are shining 
down
people are watching us from all 
over town.
Kicking my legs up in the air,
throwing my pom-poms with some 
flair.
Across the field cartwheels are 
whirling,
about one hundred girls are 
twisting and twirling.
Our brightly colored uniforms in 
orange, blue, and pink…
Cheerleading is the best sport 
ever, don’t you think?
Lauryn S. 
Akron-Westfield 4th Grade

Playground
I see them play outside every 
day…
on that playground so far away.
They play on the swings, the 
monkey bars, and the slide..
Or they run around the 
elementary building trying to hide.
Sometimes, it looks just like a zoo.
I have no idea what they are 
trying to do.
When the bell starts to ring,
all of the children are ready to go 

inside and sing.
Ciara B. 
Akron-Westfield 4th Grade

Jeff
There once was a man named 
Jeff,
He went to a game, and saw a 
ref.
Jeff loved to play sports,
though the players had warts,
and he often played to the left.
Emanuel M. 
Hunt Elementary 5th Grade

Jell-o
There once was a man named 
Emanuelo,
He had a big bowl of jello.
The jello tasted bad,
And that made me mad,
So I dyed all his jello…
Purple and yellow!
Elijah H. 
Hunt Elementary 5th Grade

The Dog
Elijah had a little dog,
It was as big as a hog.
His dad gave him a big dollar,
His father’s dad was a 10 o’clock 
scholar,
So Elijah wished he had a dog 
with a blog.
Yemane K. 
Hunt Elementary 5th Grade

Butterflies have 4 steps to turn 
into a butterfly.  One time a 
butterfly landed on me.
Jaelonni S.

Butterflies have a life cycle.  
First, they start out as an egg.  
Next, they come out as a 
caterpillar.  Then, they go into 
a cocoon stage and in a few 
weeks, will be a butterfly.
Dakota C.

Butterflies have lots of color.  
They like flowers.  Butterflies 

come out in the spring.
Butterflies are awesome!
Kaylee H.

Butterflies come out of an egg.  
When a caterpillar eats lots 
of fruit and leaves before they 
make a pupa.  Butterflies have 
a lot of colors, don’t you think?
Victoria L.

Butterflies like to suck up the 
sweet of flowers.
Desiree R.

Butterflies are nice.  They have 
pretty wings.  I like butterflies.  
Do you?  The butterflies are 
small.  I like butterflies.
Modesta E.

Butterflies eat flowers and have 
all colors and all sizes!
Ben H.

First an egg hatches…it turns 
into a caterpillar.  Then it 
becomes a butterfly.
Gilbert H.

A butterfly is colorful and the 
butterfly can fly.  A caterpillar 
eats a lot and they can be a 
family.
Alexa P.

Butterflies have nice colorful 
colors.  Butterflies love flowers 
and they love fruits!  Butterflies 
are pretty, too.
Betsy H.

Each year, students in Iowa can vote 
on which book from selected lists 
should win the following awards:  
Goldfinch Award (grades K-3), 
Iowa Children’s Choice Award 
(grades 3-6), and Iowa Teen Award 
(grades 6-9).  Books on the lists are 
selected by committees of the Iowa 
Association of School Librarians 
from book titles that have received 
nominations.

Lawton-Bronson elementary students 
in grades K-6 voted for their choice 
at a recent election held March 
25th.  The polls were staffed by 6th 
graders who served as registrars.  All 
votes were tallied to determine the 
“best book” winner in each of the 
categories according to the Lawton-
Bronson students.  The tallied votes 
were sent to the Iowa Association of 
School Librarians to help determine 
the Iowa winners for 2014-15.  Will 
the rest of the student voters in the 
state agree?  The winners will be 
posted in an upcoming issue of Kid 
Scoop News.

To be a more informed voter, students 
are encouraged to read more than 

the 
minimum 
number 
of books 
from the 
list.  Diana 
Nordstrom, 
Extended 
Learning Program teacher and Angie 
Williams, elementary librarian, 
oversee the election each year 
with the support of the elementary 
teachers and administration.

by: Makenzie Gordon North Middle School 7th Grade 

Poet and emeritus professor Jeanne Emmons was born in Louisiana and received 
her Ph.D. in English from the University of Texas.  While she has been given great 

recognition from publications such as Alaska Quarterly Review, American Scholar, Prairie Schooner and New Orleans Review, she 
credits a very creative and interesting childhood as giving her ideas for her writing.  We are lucky to have such a writer and teacher 
living in the Siouxland region.

As a young child, she would hide under the house and listen to the sounds of the “clickety-clack” of high heeled shoes and the 
ramblings of grownups that allowed her imagination to wander.  From this memory she wrote the poem, Under Grandmother’s 
House.

When she moved to Texas at the age of six, she loved to sit on the playground inside the concrete pipe and listen to people talk 
around her.  Her father, an English professor and her mother, a physics teacher, helped shape her perception of the world.  She 
wrote her first poem at the age of six, but never thought she was as good  a writer as her father.  She did know, however, that she wanted to always make her work better, and her family 
experiences and the demands of good writing made her want to improve.

Dr. Emmons believes that a good writer, like a good painter, must study the works of someone who is considered a master.  Dylan Thomas was an 
impactful and inspiring poet for her.  She loves nature and is fascinated by Thomas’ use of sound and music in his poetry.  Gerard Manley Hopkins also 
gave her inspiration through his use of sound and love of nature.

Writers often have a favorite paper to use and a favorite writing utensil, but Dr. Emmons stated that she would be lost without her keyboard and 
computer.  She loves the feel of the keys and the way her thinking can flow when she is writing on the computer.

Jeanne Emmons is married, has two children, and a cat named Hazel.  She is retired from Briar Cliff University but still is the poetry editor for the Briar 
Cliff Review.  She belongs to several writing groups where she gets a chance to “dig into her writing” and find productive feedback. She is currently working with Tricia Currens-

Sheehan on the collaboration of a young adult trilogy about three kids infected with a virus from outerspace.  The virus has given them scales and they must learn to…..well, you need to read the 
book to find out the rest!

Her advice to young writers is to simply “write”.  She said that you should never let anyone discourage you.  You need to read and write often and try to simply play with your writing.  She said 
it is important to be honest in your writing because being honest is very hard.  “Don’t make everything pretty, just real and powerful.”

Jeanne Emmons won the prestigious James Hearst Poetry Prize in 2006 and continues to amaze readers everywhere.  

according to the academy of american poets, april of 1996 
became the first National poetry month. held every april, 
it became the largest literary celebration in the world with 
schools, publishers, libraries, book sellers and poets. here at Kid scoop 
News, we celebrate poetry as having a vital place in our community. 

spring brings us a great deal of beauty in 
the midwest.  this second grade classroom 
at hunt elementary studied the life cycles of 
insects in a very special way. again, in our 
siouxland area we have students learning 
science facts by using art and writing to 

create memorable pieces.  thanks 
for reminding us that warmer 
weather is just around the 
corner!

simply, Write...  

Kid Scoop Reporter, Makenzie Gordon with Jeanne Emmons

lawton-bronson students vote for 2015 
award-Winning books
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2015

Have fun 
counting eggs 

today!

With a friend, 
create a secret code. 
Write messages to 

each other using the 
code. Then see if 
other friends can 
“break” the code 

and figure out what 
you wrote.

Calling all poets! 
Write down ten 

pairs of words that 
rhyme. Now write 

down a poem 
using those words.

Learn about the 
Nature Explore club 

to gain a better 
appreciation of 

nature.

Explore different 
career choices 
today. Learn a 
little of what it 
takes to achieve 
these careers.

Put on gloves and 
go for a walk and 
pick up trash in 

your neighborhood 
or join a park 

clean-up project.

Plan a visit to a 
tree nursery

This day is the 
anniversary of the 
Great 1906 San 

Francisco 
Earthquake

On this day, you 
can ask a question 

and the person 
answering must 
give an honest 

answer.

Discuss the 
meaning of the 
word meditate. 
Close your eyes 

and sit completely 
still. Be calm and 
meditate for five 
minutes today.

Have you or your 
friend mastered 

the cartwheel yet? 
Don’t give up! 
Practice is great 

exercise.

Can you do a 
cartwheel? If so, 

teach a friend how 
to do one. If not, 

work with a friend 
that knows how.

Find some of your 
favorite books and 

read them to a 
younger child.

Look up at the 
sky for 15 

minutes tonight. 
How many 

aircraft can you 
spot in that 

amount of time?

Learn all the 
words to one 
of your parents’ 
favorite songs. 
Have a 
family sing 
along 
tonight!

How long can you 
go without watching 

TV? How many 
books could you 

read if you gave up 
TV for a few days?

Watch a movie made 
before 1950. Then 

talk about things you 
noticed that are 
different from 

modern movies.

Clip coupons 
from the newspa-

per or online. Set 

aside the amount 
of money you 

save to use for a 
special treat for 

the family.

Do something to 
improve your 

health today. Go 
for a long walk, 

make a nutritious 
meal and get a 

good night’s sleep.

Do you have books 
you’ve outgrown? 

Contact your library 
and see if you can 

donate them.

Do something nice 
for a brother or 

sister today. 
Maybe they will 

do something nice 
for you!

How many foods 
starting with the 
letter B have you 
eaten this week?

Who were the 
first people to 

reach the North 
Pole on this day 

in 1898?

Beverley Cleary 
was born on this 
day in 1916. Can 

you find the 
names of the 
books she has 

written?

The Titanic sank 
on this day in 
1912. What 
caused the 
disaster?

Arbor Day

Turn Off TV and
Read Month

National Poetry
Month

Create a comic strip. 
Use two characters 
to tell knock-knock 

jokes or riddles.

The Greedy Triangle
by Marilyn Burns, illustrated by Gordon Silveria

The bored 
triangle wants 
more out of life 
and visits at 
shape shifter to 
add another 
angle and so 
change his 
shape. Then he 
just keeps 
adding angles 
until be is 
completely 
transformed. 
Geometric 
shapes are all 
around and this 
book will help 
students make 
the connections.

Tangram Game
pbskids.org/cyberchase/math-games/tanagram-game/
Match the shape by moving the seven pieces provided into 
place by clicking and dragging. Enjoy this geometric 
workout for your brain.

Tangram Channel
tangram-channel.com/animals-easy/
Choose your tangram difficulty level and see if you can 
match the shapes to make these tangram animals.

Legend and History of the Tangram
tangram-channel.com/legend-of-the-tangram/
Here’s the ancient Chinese story of tangrams and how they 
originated in the long journey of the sage and a broken piece 
of glass.

A Sage’s Journey
youtu.be/X5mc-dkYLfI
The sage’s story told in detail on Youtube as an animation 
using tans.

C is for Crown

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have 
your child read with you. Trace the uppercase and 
lowercase letter C. Say the letter as you trace it.

How many            ?

Learning Buddies: 
Trace and say the 
number. Read the 

questions. Touch and 
count to find the answers.

How many words or pictures can 
you find on this page that start 
with the sound the letter C makes 
in the word crown?

clocks

How many            ?
cars

Carolina has a new crown. But when she looked in the 
mirror, she started to frown. How many differences can 

you find between Carolina and her reflection?

“Little girl, little girl, where have you been?”
“Gathering roses to give to the Queen.”
“Little girl, little girl, what gave she you?”
“She gave me a diamond as big as my shoe.”

c is for crown

Encourage reading at home with Kid Scoop 
News and this family involvement activity!

Find an adult to help you today with these geometry questions.

How many geometric shapes can you name? Look around you to 
see the geometric shapes you can spot.

Write a short description of each one 
 A ______has _______ sides.
 A _____looks like a ____.

Review the page on Tangrams in this issue. Cut out the shapes in 
the tangram or trace them and cut them out of a piece of 
construction paper.

Name the geometric shapes in a tangram.

Create a triangle using 2 shapes
Create a square using 2 shapes
Create a square using 4 shapes
Create a rectangle using 3 shapes

Now see how many different objects you can make with the shapes.

Descriptive 
Phrases
as slow as a snail

An adjective 
(slow) is a word 
that describes a 
noun (snail). 

Draw a line from 
the phrase to the 
noun it describes 
to make a vivid 
descriptive phrase.

As hard as a

As strong as a

As happy as a 

As neat as a 

As proud as a 

As clear as a 

As �at as a

As old as 

As fast as a

As stubborn as a

As sly as a

As white as a

As right as

As blind as a

As light as

As snug as

Word Bank
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How many silly 
things can you 

find in this 
hockey scene?

     wish, click, swoosh. Swish, 
      click. Click! Click! 
CLACK! “GOAL!”

These are the lively sounds of a 
hockey game!

Who were the first people to 
play hockey? No one knows for 

sure. But for many hundreds 
of years, kids have been sliding 
stones and other objects across 
ice with sticks and tree 
branches. Over the years, 
in different parts of Europe, a 
variety of games played on ice 
with sticks and sliding objects 
were created.

                       A hockey puck 
slammed into the article about pucks, scattering the letters a, b and c. Can you put them all back where they belong?
Ho_key pu_ks weren’t _lw_ys 
m_de of _l_ _k ru_ _er like they 
_re tod_y. The e_rly pu_ks were 
pro_ _ _ly _ _lls, _ut other 
obje_ts, su_h _s stones, lumps of 
_o_l, or frozen _ow or horse poop 
were _lso used. Wooden pu_ks 
were used for m_ny ye_rs. 
Mothers sometimes put hot 
_ _ked pot_toes into their 
_hildren’s sk_tes so th_t the 
sk_tes would _e _ozy _nd w_rm 
when the _hildren re_ _hed the 
rink or pond. The pot_toes were 
not thrown _w_y. They 
eventu_lly froze and were used _s 
pu_ks. Although ru_ _er w_s 
invented in 1839, it w_sn’t until 
                  the l_te 1880s th_t 
                     someone thought of 
                  m_king ru_ _er pu_ks.

     uropean settlers 
in Canada developed 
the game of hockey as
we know it today. The
first rules of the game
     were published in a

Unscramble the answer!

How many hockey pucks 
can you find on this page?

Source: Backcheck: Hockey for Kids 
Library and Archives Canada

Standards Link: Physical Education: Understand the role of sport in a diverse world (e.g., the influence of professional sport in society). ZAMBONI and the configuration of the Zamboni® ice resurfacing machine are registered 
trademarks of the Zamboni Company.

Ice hockey players push off and skate in bursts of speed up to 30 
miles per hour! These quick starts, stops and turns chew up the 
ice very quickly.

In 1949, a man by the name of Frank Zamboni solved the 
problem of rough, chopped-up ice. He invented a machine that 
smoothed the ice by applying a layer of water which freezes to 
the top of the ice surface. This machine is still used today. It 
smoothes the ice and is called a Zamboni® ice resurfacing 
machine after its inventor!
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Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Icy Art                    Can you redraw the pattern a skater left on the ice without 
crossing over any lines or removing your pencil from the page? 
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Bunny Trouble!
Year after year the Easter 
Bunny fell asleep exhausted 
from the long night of 
delivering, but he knew 
the children would be very 
disappointed if they didn’t find 
any Easter presents hiding in 
their bedrooms.  It’s a good 
thing that the Easter  Bunny 
brought the EMERGENCY EGG 
POWERED BUNNYCOPTER 
THAT PARACHUTES EASTER 
GIFTS AND BASKETS along 
with him this year.  The Easter 
Bunny woke up …wide awake 
with a smile on his face on 
Easter morning, and when the 
children found their gifts they 
jumped for joy with big smiles 
on their faces.  So, the children 
got what they wanted and 
the Easter Bunny got what he 
wanted, too…and for the rest 
of the days they lived happily 
ever after!
Ellie Martinsen
Akron-Westfield   4th Grade

I invented a transporter, so the 
Easter Bunny could transport 
to his destination.  He was able 
to get to a place in just a press 
of a button.  When I gave the 
Easter Bunny the transporter, 
he thanked me.  He had a lot 
of stops to go, but on one of 
those stops, he dropped and 
broke the transporter.  His time 
was running out!  I built him a 
new one before morning.  He 
had 100 stops to go.  I gave 
the other one to him and he 
got all of his deliveries done 
on time.
Daniel B. 
Hinton Elementary   3rd Grade

My invention would be a little 
basket and there are two 
buttons:  one is green and 
one is blue.  When you push 
the blue one, a decorated egg 
will come out in the basket.  
When you push the green 
one, it will travel to the next 
house on your stop.  On the 
Easter Bunny’s adventure, he 
will need eggs quick, so he 
wll push the blue button and 
six eggs will come out.  He 
will hide them.  After that, he 
will push the green button and 
travel to the next house.  When 
he finishes his route, he will 
push a red button that says, 
“home” and go back to his 
hole to sleep.
Gabbie F.  
Hinton Elementary   3rd Grade

I would invent a portal gun, so 
he could teleport from place 
to place.  This is what you 
would need:  five portal pieces, 
a window, a gun, 10 tons of 
metal, a solar panel, and a 
battery.  You would shoot the 
portal gun and go there.  If you 
think about where you want to 
go, you will go there.
Ian H.  
Hinton Elementary   3rd Grade

The invention I would develop 
for the Easter Bunny is a place 
underground that you can go 
different places and people 
can’t see you.  You could 
hide eggs down there in the 
morning or in the afternoon 
or at night, and none of the 
people could see you.
Sara S.   
Hinton Elementary   3rd Grade

I would create Roboto 
200,000,000 to carry the 
basket for him, the Easter 
Bunny.  It would help hide the 
eggs, dye the eggs, and pack 
the eggs.  It could even carry 
him if he gets hurt!  It would 
also sweep up the decoration 
shop.  It could do this every 
year!
Jacob D.  
Hinton Elementary   3rd Grade

If  I could help the Easter 
Bunny, I would make a 
machine like a cannonball.  All 
the Easter Bunny would have 
to do is point the cannonball 
wherever he wants and press 
the “fire” button.  The eggs will 
land with no sound at all!
Kadence P.  
Hinton Elementary   3rd Grade

The Easter Bunny was tired of 
jumping from house to house.  
Every year it is the same old 
thing…hop, hop, hop!  He 
decided that this year, he was 
going to try something new 
and exciting.  He was going to 
ride his pet dog.  Just as he 
was getting close to the end of 
his route, his dog would not 
budge.  He would not move at 
all, not even for a donut, his 
favorite treat.  So, he called up  
his friend, Michael, for some 
help.  “Can you help me finish 
all of these Easter baskets 
before the kids wake up?”  The 
Easter Bunny asked. “Sure, 
I have the perfect device in 
mind.  It is called the Collect 
and Throw device.  It will pick 
you up and then throw you 
to each house so you don’t 
have to hop or use your dog 
anymore.  I have never tried 
it out.  Let’s see if it works.” 
“Whoo-hoo, Easter is saved.”  
The Easter Bunny shouted. 
Michael S.  
Akron-Westfield   4th Grade

I think the Easter Bunny should 
have a specially powered car 
that explodes all around the 
world.  When it explodes, there 
are magically colored eggs that 
fall out of the car’s pipe and 
they magically hide in all of the 
kids’ yards at Easter.
Carley R.   
Sgt.Bluff-Luton    1st Grade

I think the Easter Bunny needs 
a special Nerf Gun Blaster 
that would shoot all the way 
around the world.  When the 
Easter Bunny pulls the trigger, 

the eggs automatically goes to 
every country in the world.  It 
is a very incredible gun.
Bailey C.   
Sgt. Bluff-Luton   5th Grade

I would invent a flying candy 
machine that runs on candy.  
There would be a licorice 
rope with a hook that holds 
a basket and you would just 
put the candy in the basket 
and lower the rope.  If you 
need to get inside the house 
you would let one of the 
Easter Bunny’s helpers (like 
a little rabbit) go down in the 
basket with the candy.  The 
rabbit could find a way to get 
the basket into the house.  
The “helpers” would make 
baskets of candy while they 
rode in the sky.  The candy 
machine would go really fast!
Sara. S.   
Hinton     3rd Grade

I wanna help the Easter 
Bunny by making a 
Carrotcopper.  Basically, it’s 
a huge Carrot Helicopter!  He 
could fly from house to house 
hiding eggs.  It could help a 
lot.  It also saves time.  He 
could be the new Santa, flying 
from continent to continent.  
Amazing, isn’t it?
Caleb H.  
Lawton-Bronson   3rd Grade

To help the Easter Bunny 
deliver the eggs, I would 
invent an Egg Canon.  All 
you do is to put the canon in 
the middle of the world and 
load eggs into it.  It will be 
programmed to shoot the 
eggs to each house.  Some of 
the features that come with 
this canon are the automatic 
dye that colors the eggs, the 
chocolate candy for when you 
get hungry for chocolate, and 
it even looks like a bunny!
Emanuel   
Hunt Elementary    5th Grade

I would invent an Easter 
Bunny Clone Machine.  
Having multiple Easter 
Bunnies will make the delivery 
of the eggs much quicker.
Kailou   
Hunt Elementary    5th Grade

The Easter Bunny invented 
a jet that makes the colorful 
eggs and delivers them.  This 
invention made tunnels all 
over the world so the jet 
didn’t ever have to stop.  In 
the tunnels there are pods 
that the eggs will be delivered 
to and then from the pods 
they are delivered to each 
house within that pod.  The 
jet is programmed to go to 
every pod.
Andrea   
Hunt Elementary   5th Grade

inventions to help the easter bunny
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