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What do the inventors behind Post-it 
Notes®, Kevlar®, Velcro® and the 
microwave oven have in common with 
children? Play!
Looking at the history of inventions, it is 
remarkable how frequently inventors speak about their work in 
terms of play.
Craig Venter states, “My favorite toys were hammers, nails, saws, 
and scavenged lumber that I used for building forts, airplanes, and 
boats—although you had to use your imagination to know what they 
were on completion.”
A playful mindset helps the inventor see patterns and possibilities 
that others may not notice.
This month, Kid Scoop News encourages play and invention—so turn 
the pages and let the fun and learning begin!

Crumple one sheet of newspaper into a ball. 
Wrap tape around it to hold it together. 
Facing your partner, hold a sheet of 
newspaper flat between you. Try to make 
the ball bounce up and down on the 

newspaper. How high can you toss it and still catch it? How 
many times in a row can you catch it?

Read Kid Scoop News then turn it into a ball!

Stuff you need:
 • newspaper
 • tape

You don’t have to play on a team to enjoy sports. 
Simply invite a friend or sibling to join you in the 
backyard or the park and try some of these games!

Standards Link: Math/Probability: Extend simple patterns.

Place the box or basket on one side of the yard. 
Each player takes a turn trying to throw the disc 
into it from 10 steps away. After everyone has had a turn, try throwing 
from 30 steps away. Score 10 points for each successful throw.

           Have left-handers throw with their 
right hands and right-handers throw with their left hands.

Platter Patterns: Draw the disc that comes next in each row below.

Stuff you need:
 • plastic flying   
  disc or coffee   
  can lid
 •  empty box or   
  laundry basket

Choose one person to be the judge. 
Divide everyone else into teams of two. 
One person on each team is the stander; 
the other is the shadow. The judge turns 
on the music, and each stander moves 
to the music, while her shadow tries to make the same movements. 
When the judge stops the music, everyone freezes. If the stander 
and the shadow are not in identical positions, they’re out. 
The game continues until only one 
identical pair remains.

Can you find 
each object’s 
shadow on 
this page?
Standards Link: 

Investigation: Find similarities 
in common objects.

Summer
Sports

You Can Play at Home

Summer
SportsSummer
SportsSummer
Sports

You Can Play at Home

Summer
Sports

You Can Play at Home
Stuff you need:
 • At least 4 players
 • 1 person to judge
 • Boom box
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WELCOME TO THE FIFTH ISSUE OF 
KID SCOOP NEWS!
ALONE WE CAN DO SO LITTLE; TOGETHER WE CAN DO SO MUCH…HELEN KELLER

Hooray!  Our �fth issue is out and there appears to be “no end in sight”.  
The staff at Kid Scoop News would like to extend our deepest appreciation 
to all of you for your notes, your comments, and your general support and 
encouragement.  As to date, we have more than 25 schools and over 
1,200 students participating in Kid Scoop News and we look forward to 
the materials that will be coming during the school year.
In this issue, we highlight a few special places that children can visit in 
the Siouxland area.  Feature student reporters spent time at the Sioux 
City Museum, The Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center, The Sioux City Art 
Center, and the future Children’s Museum. These places are visual and 
interpretive wonders and are staffed by the most knowledgeable and 
caring people. Palmer’s Candy will also be found in the issue as one major 
topic in this month’s magazine is that of a “farm to table” article on how the 
cacao bean becomes the wonderful sweet treat we all love. There are so 
many additional places for children to visit, and we hope during the course 
of our publishing journey, that we will be able to visit them all.
We love �nding the stories. People used to sit around the kitchen table 
and tell the stories of place and family. You don’t see that quite as much 
anymore, and we are hoping we might revitalize this past tradition and 
encourage families to show how change happens in a place and how 
important it is for wisdom to be passed down.  The folk who “man the 
stations” at the local historical and cultural places have so much wisdom 
and knowledge to share with all generations and it is also part of our 
journey to share that with our readers.  There are also so many wonderful 
storytellers living in our region, and one such person, George Lindblade, 
shared a little about Sioux City and the folk who came from and live in our 
place.
One of our continued features is that of the local community and school 
gardens.  Small things happen at the local level, and the gardens 
demonstrate how the vision of two or three individuals can become a 
neighborhood or community dream. Downtown Sioux City this past month, 
demonstrated how even the “brick and mortar” part of the city can be 
softened by including small “parklets”, virtually “pop-up” parks in the middle 
of the city.  Tables and chairs, bike trails and a little green can go a long 
way towards encouraging people to take a look at how personable and 
community minded the downtown area can be.
Change takes place in living systems.  By adding the green gardens and 
parks, by creating spaces where people want to gather, by building 
historical and cultural places for all, we improve the very heart of what 
makes a community a home.  We are proud of our community and the 
members who are in very quiet ways, really making a difference in the 
quality of life for all Siouxland members.
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In August of 1998, the United Inventors Association
of the USA (UIA-USA), the Academy of Applied Science and Inventors’
Digest founded National Inventors Month as a national month-long

celebration of ingenuity.

Answer: All of them!
Inventors come in all shapes and sizes.

What they have in common is an interest
in solving problems and thinking creatively.

Read this list of inventions. Then decide who might have 
invented each one. Check your answers below.

When the owner of a toy company called Wild Planet went to meet 
with some children to talk about how to improve their toys, she

  asked the children to do 
some inventive thinking. 
To start, she asked them 
what different things could 
be done with a glove. 

A nine-year-old boy named 
Shahid Minapara instantly 
had an idea.

“I was thinking about 
dark,” he said, “and then I 
thought about light, 
because it is the opposite 
of dark. Then I saw the 
glove. I wanted a light on 
all five fingers.”

Shahid made a drawing of 
his idea. The toy company 
loved the idea and a new 
toy was invented. It is 
called the Light Hand and 
it is one of Wild Planet’s 
best sellers!

n 1903, Mary Anderson took a trip to 
New York City. While touring the city 
on a streetcar, she saw that the 
shivering driver had a tough problem. 

He had to get out of the streetcar every 
time he needed to wipe off the snow and 
ice that collected on the windshield.

Mary had an idea. She made a quick 
drawing in her sketchbook.

What did Mary invent? Use the code to 
find out.

How many different ways could 
you make a back scratcher with 
a rolled up piece of newspaper?

Draw your ideas above! What else could you make with a 
rolled up newspaper?

Trying to scratch an 
itchy spot in the middle 

of your back.
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The Pierce Street Gang Meets on Thursday….
He weaves a story into a very �ne cloth, one where the listener isn’t quite sure if the entire 
story is true, but it doesn’t matter.  A good story is interesting, a great story
comes from years of remembering, of experiencing life on a different level from others and 
sharing the highlights in a magical way.  This is how these reporters were introduced to a 
Sioux City legend and how they will remember this interview for years to come.
News reporters Lexi Schweitzberger and Chloe Brown quit taking notes early on, and just 
listened to George Lindblade, Sioux City master writer, photographer, and storyteller, as he 
spoke of “having a skin of an alligator and the heart of a marshmallow.”  To be a writer…a 
photographer, one must have passion, thick skin, and compassion.  On December 1, 
1937,the day George was born, the doctor told his mother that he would not live another 

day.  Now, 77 years later, George not only proved the doctor wrong, but demonstrated his tenacity and humor by taking photographs of events 
even at a very young age.
“I couldn’t be an athlete due to my health, so I decided if I wanted a social life, I would take pictures.”  He wasn’t sure about how that affected 
his social life, but he did know that taking photos and sharing history in visual and story form became his life’s calling.  He lived in L.A., he lived 
in New York, he travelled the world, and came home to share those stories with the people he knew �rst.  “Maybe, you have to leave a place 
before you can really know it and understand it.”
“I have a reputation for having a big mouth and you can ask any of the Pierce Street Gang members.”  They meet each Thursday in the back room of George and Lou Ann’s Sioux 
City Gift Shop.  Resolving the issues of the day and discussing the architecture of the times, the members also blend memories of the past to better understand what is happening in the 
present.
George has had an amazing life in terms, too, of meeting people.  It was obvious that humor and intellect played a very important part in his life.  “I lived in the same area as Frank 
Sinatra….and Sinatra was a good guy.”  George shared how Sinatra’s favorite holiday was Halloween, and he loved children and he loved to share what he had with others.  “People 
are too quick to blame and to �nd fault instead of celebrating what is right.”  To George, a real hero is someone who stands up for what they believe in.  An educated advocate 
challenges others to simply do the right thing.
Chloe loved the advice that George gave her in terms of being a photographer.  “Take a lot of pictures.  You need to make mistakes and have trash cans full of those mistakes.”  
Finding mentors and networking even when someone is young is something that George also advises.  Both reporters could not believe all that George had done during his life, and 
all of the people he had met.  
George loves the �avor of Sioux City.  He said that, “It’s like a big Irish family here…  There is pride in ownership and a real sense of change.  There is a strong blue-collar identity, 
and with that comes the ability to withstand changes.”
George believes that individuals who treat others with respect will in turn be respected.  As these reporters listened, they found that George spoke with strong
conviction and with the right of someone who has seen so very much and had so many experiences.  Still advocating for those who need it, George and his wife, Lou Ann, spend 
hours writing, organizing, preparing for the next project, and sharing their experiences with young writers and photographers.  These Kid Scoop News reporters can’t wait for the next 
piece of wisdom from George and wonder who will be the storyteller of their generation.

Lexi Schweitzberger Sgt. Bluff-Luton  9th Grade    &  Chloe Brown Whiting  10th Grade

COMMUNITY

The purpose of the Children’s Museum of 
Siouxland is to provide an interactive learning 
environment that will serve the needs of children, 
families, schools and community. The museum 

will seek to foster imagination and creativity while inspiring life-long 
learning through hands-on participatory exhibits and innovative programs.
Imagine a place where children can learn more about science, technology, engineering, 
and math through games and hand-on exploration.  If you can’t imagine such a place, then 
Siouxland will soon offer such a dream.  Ten years ago, four Junior League members:  Debbie 
LaCroix, Brandi Ten Hulzen, Jenny Uhl, and Lily Higgins realized that the children of this region 
needed a place where they could not only play, but really engage in learning that would spark 
their curiosity.  They wanted a space that was big enough and inviting enough that children of 
all ages would want to visit.
A grassroots effort began, and soon grants such as the �rst major donation from Farm Credit 
Services came through, followed by other amazing donations and the museum vision quickly is 
becoming a reality.
Fundraising developed at all levels.  Lemonade Days in June got children involved in the basics 
of business, while raising money for a center where children would �nd interactive exhibits, 
programs, and people who would help them learn through play. Pirates and Princesses 
has become an annual celebration centered around theatre, music and art where children 
dress as their favorite characters and are entertained throughout the afternoon. Kid Scoop 
News reporter, Mara Aesoph, has participated in both events and helped to raise well over 
a thousand dollars through hard work and determination. Natalie Bousquet, a Community 
Theater participant, shared her acting skills in this year’s event at Bev’s on the River.
 The Children’s Museum will be organized around some basic themes and concepts.  The 

Wind Exhibit will demonstrate the power of wind and 
environmental changes .  The Water Table will share 
the importance of water in our environment.  As the 
Siouxland region is strongly steeped in agriculture, 
the Farm Exhibit will engage children in the basic 
concepts of agriculture.  The museum organizers 
were surprised to learn that even in an agricultural area, 
many of the children had no idea where their food came 
from.  The Grocery Store area will educate children about 
the basic facts of the farm-to-table concept.  A colorful 
climbing wall, depicted in the outside roof sculpture, will 
provide an exercise option at the museum.
Interim director Darren Macfee and Administrative Assistant 
Valerie Petersen work hard every day to secure the success 
of the museum.  Kid Scoop News feature reporters, Mara 
and Natalie, will be following the progress of the building 
that is slated to be open in 2016.  Valerie mentioned 
that the architects tried very hard to keep the integrity of the Pearl Street architecture in their 
plans.  While initially the old building was torn down and the site cleaned, the new building 
will give visitors a sense of how Pearl Street shares a rich downtown history with the rest of the 
block.
KUDOS to those with the dream of creating such a wonderful place for children of all 
ages.  Each month, Kid Scoop News reporters will give updates on the progress and share 
information about upcoming fundraising events.

Mara Aesoph  North Middle School 6th Grade
Natalie Bousquet  West Middle School 6th  Grade

CHLOE BROWN - PHOTOGRAPHER
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The Most Important Part of Any Business is its People…
Palmer Candy, Making Lives Sweeter Since 1878
It’s all about building long term relationships in Marty Palmer’s eyes.  A small business 
succeeds when the owners pay attention to the people who are working in the business and 
pay attention to the customers.  “People in Siouxland have the best work ethic…we have the 
best people.  I work with people who are some of the brightest, creative and nicest around.”  
Marty is the 5th generation (great-great grandson of founder, E.C. Palmer) CEO 
of Palmer Candy Company and he believes in the advice that his father gave 
him.  “The most important part of a business is its people…if you have good 
people and a good product, you will succeed.”

Marty is proud to be part of a company that has endured the last 135 years.  
He realized at a pretty young age that it is unique to have the extended family 
connections to your work and he is proud to be part of a company that had “good 
people and a good product.”  He is proud that the company has deep roots in the Siouxland area and he hopes 
to continue that legacy in the years ahead.

He enjoys the history of the company and is amazed by the different layers of company history.  Recently, someone sent him copies of 
a trading card series that was produced back in the 1920s-30s.  He had never seen the trading cards and only slightly remembered 

that one of their candy bars was connected to a card series, the Crow Bar package contained a trading card with a photo of popular movie actors and 
actresses.  Buck Jones, Mary Astor, Charlie Chaplin and members of such movie production companies as Goldwyn and Paramount became trading card features with over 100 
cards for the collector to enjoy. 

Contrary to modern opinion, the Twin Bing candy bar did not get its name from bing cherries.  Originating in 1923, four different �avors were introduced to the public:  cherry, 
maple, vanilla, and pineapple.  These �avors were developed to entice the sweet tooth of every person in the Siouxland region.  One can’t imagine now, eating a Twin Bing with a 
pineapple center.  It just wouldn’t be right.  Oh, and by the way, there really isn’t any explanation for the Twin Bing name.

“I always liked chocolate.  I’m pretty lucky to work in a business where I not only believe in the product, but actually like it as well.”  Marty shared that there weren’t a lot of sweets 
in the home, maybe a few times a year.  It wasn’t that his mother didn’t want them to ever have sugar; it was just the way it was.  When he was younger, he noticed that many more 
neighborhood homes had more candy and sweets in the kitchen than in his own.  Once a year, he would get to visit the factory and he always knew there would be a treat to follow.

His yearly visit may seem odd, but due to FDA requirements, the sanitation processes were, and are,  pretty strict.  “Not many people are able to visit the factory.  One of the reasons 
we added the video at the Candy Shoppe was to help visitors know a little more about the process of candy making.”  Palmer Candy begins the candy making process with raw 
materials…sugar, chocolate, cream, syrup, and butter all provide some of the necessary ingredients for the different types of candy.  Chocolate is delivered in those clean and tidy 
silver tankers that are seen on America’s highways.  Palmer’s boil, roast, toast and cool ingredients in a given day, including a tankerful of chocolate.
Recent media reports have indicated that there is a growing concern about the availability of chocolate.  Chocolate originates from the cacao bean, which is grown close to the 
equator.  The cacao tree requires seven years to maturity and grows best on mountainsides.  The cacao pods are harvested by hand, which is work intensive and a highly specialized 
skill.   Because the population of the world has increased, there are now many more countries besides the United States where chocolate is in high demand.”  Marty reassured 

everyone that while chocolate prices may slightly go up in the future, there will always be a supply. 

Siouxlanders are lucky in the availability of Palmer Candy products.  While found in most major stores, the 
Palmer’s Old Tyme Candy Shoppe, located close to downtown off Interstate 29, provides many of the favorite 
treats customers want.  Along with the newer gourmet products, visitors can view the retired candy making 
equipment, photos, and a video of the history of Palmer Candy.  Kid Scoop News encourages families taking 
an end of summer daytrip to spend some time down at our own local candy shoppe, and enjoy sweets that 
simply “can’t be beat”.

Lexi Schweitzberger Sgt. Bluff-Luton  9th Grade

best people.  I work with people who are some of the brightest, creative and nicest around.”  

The original Bing 
candy was made in 
four original flavors: 
Vanilla, Cherry, 
Maple and Pineapple

Modern-Day Lyceum
    Before Sioux City had its �rst historical museum, a group of life- long learners met 
to talk about science, architecture, history, and well, just about everything.  Back in the 
1930s, groups of individuals would gather in a “lyceum format” (a group of people 
who got together ) to highlight the issues of the day and provide lecturers, entertainers 
and readers for interesting discussions.   From this educational beginning, the Sioux City 
Museum got its start and the curiosity of all can be shared through exhibits, videos, and 
presentations.
 According to Theresa Weaver-Basye, educational coordinator for the museum, the 
purpose of the museum is to collect artifacts…to preserve and share the history and 
culture of this region for everyone.  The museum should be a saving and sharing kind of 
place, where one feels welcome and at the same time, educated.
“People often think they don’t like history,” stated Theresa.  She believes that everyone 
would like history if they found the right kind of story.  When they �nd the right story, and 
are connected to it in some way, they begin to develop a pride in a region and want to 
know more.  “People are often surprised by what a great history Sioux City has.”

The Museum offers many educational programs.  
Each year, fourth grade students from the Sioux City 
Schools prepare models of important Sioux City 
architecture, businesses, and past iconic features.  
A panel of judges views the projects and select 
100 from over 1,000 entries to be on display.  The 
project has highlighted the Sioux City fourth grade curriculum 
for more than 20 years, and students remember the visits they have had to many of the 
Sioux City business, historical, and educational treasures that are found.
Tour guides provide a hands-on experience for students of all ages.  Historians and 
students can use the research center found at the museum to �nd newspapers, photos, 
and details for projects.  Children of all ages will enjoy the hands-on fossil dig and be 
amazed at the exhibits.  The Kid Scoop News reporters enjoyed the visit to the museum 
and encourage others to put it on their lists for places to visit this summer. 
Kid Scoop News Representatives 
Simon Denney & Oliver Denney  Lawton-Bronson Schools
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Read the Splash Safety Rules. Circle the 
pictures of kids who are safe. Put an X on 

the kids that aren’t safe. What should 
they do to be safe?

D O N ’ T  T A K E  A  V A C A T I O N  F R O M  S A F E T Y !

How to be safe in and around the water.

Never go in the water alone. Always be sure an adult who
can swim is watching you.
Do not depend on inflatable toys or water wings to keep
your head above the water.
Dive from a diving board, not from the side of the pool.
Walk to the end of the board before you dive.
Don’t run on the side of a pool.
Don’t go into a pool unless the pool cover is completely
removed. Never walk or crawl on a pool cover.
Obey the rules of any pool.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

Standards Link: Reading
Comprehension; students
follow simple written directions.

Use the Lifesaver Letter code to find out what you should
always wear when on a boat at the beach or lake.
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P
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R
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T

R
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A

R

C

D

S

E

L

U

R

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognizing identical
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

WATER
SPLASH
DIVING
POOL
RULES
SAFETY
BOARD
BOAT
TOYS
SUNSCREEN
WINGS
SKIN
WALK
CRAWL
RAYS

Find the words by looking up, down, back-
wards, forwards, sideways and diagonally. 
Then see if you can find the words in this 
month’s Kid Scoop stories and activities.
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Read the Splash Safety Rules. Circle the 
pictures of kids who are safe. Put an X on 

the kids that aren’t safe. What should 
they do to be safe?

D O N ’ T  T A K E  A  V A C A T I O N  F R O M  S A F E T Y !

How to be safe in and around the water.

Never go in the water alone. Always be sure an adult who
can swim is watching you.
Do not depend on inflatable toys or water wings to keep
your head above the water.
Dive from a diving board, not from the side of the pool.
Walk to the end of the board before you dive.
Don’t run on the side of a pool.
Don’t go into a pool unless the pool cover is completely
removed. Never walk or crawl on a pool cover.
Obey the rules of any pool.

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

Standards Link: Reading
Comprehension; students
follow simple written directions.

Use the Lifesaver Letter code to find out what you should
always wear when on a boat at the beach or lake.
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognizing identical
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

WATER
SPLASH
DIVING
POOL
RULES
SAFETY
BOARD
BOAT
TOYS
SUNSCREEN
WINGS
SKIN
WALK
CRAWL
RAYS

Find the words by looking up, down, back-
wards, forwards, sideways and diagonally. 
Then see if you can find the words in this 
month’s Kid Scoop stories and activities.

On August 20, 2013, the Governor 
of Kentucky and members of the 
General Assembly of Kentucky 
proclaimed that this day in 
Kentucky history would now be 
known as the Sgt. Charles Floyd 
Day in recognition of the travels 
and untimely death of Sgt.Charles 
Floyd during the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition.  Mary Ellen McKenzie, 
an eleven-year-old student from 
Kentucky had visited the Sioux 
City Lewis and Clark Interpretive 
Center and was so proud of fellow 
Kentuckian Floyd’s contribution to 
the expedition that she made it her 
mission to get him recognized for 
his part in this historic American 
event.
Imagine, in the early 1800s, being 
instructed by the President of the United 
States to explore parts of the Louisiana 
Purchase to �nd out more about the �ora 
and fauna of the region as well as the 
Native Tribes.  This happened to U.S. 
Army Captain, Meriwether Lewis, who 
selected William Clark as his exploration 
partner and they championed the Corps of 
Discovery, the unit that traveled thousands 
of miles between May of 1804 and 
September of 1806 and found lands, rivers 
and peoples that no European had seen or 
met before.  
We are so fortunate, in the Siouxland 
region, to have a special place to learn 
more about the travels of Lewis and 
Clark.  The Sioux City Lewis and Clark 
Interpretive Center and The Betty Strong 
Encounter Center  share murals, journal 
samples, animatronics (realistic “robots” of 
special explorers,) videos and much more 
to help children of all ages understand the 
importance of the Corps of Discovery to the 
region of the Loess Hills.  

On the day the Kid Scoop News 
reporters visited the Center, Brent 
Wojcik, Assistant Director, shared 
that visitors from Texas, Florida, 
Alabama, Kentucky, Washington 
D.C., Oklahoma, Washington, and 

Alaska had already been to the center.  It 
was only 1:00 in the afternoon, so they 
expected many more.  Brent shared that 
there is a real sense of pride knowing that 
history was so very important here, and 
that people from all over the world stop 
to experience a little of western in�uence.  
According to Brent, “The Sioux City area is 
where things got really interesting for Lewis 
and Clark.  This is where they saw their 
�rst buffalo; it was the �rst place they met 
Native American Chiefs.”  He also shared 
that during a �shing camp event, the Corps 
caught 1,000 �sh in two days, as recorded 
in their journals.  
One part of the center has “The Buffalo 
Dance” mural, which was created by Ho-
Chunk artist Henry Payer.  Payer’s work at 
the center helps visitors to know more about 
the changing world of the Native people 
during a time where exploration from the 
East led to drastic changes to the Native life 
on the Plains. 
Marcia Poole, Director of the Center, told 
reporters more about how a “sense of 
place” is shown throughout the buildings.  
Photographer David Plowden, in his Sense 
of Place exhibit, shares with visitors the 
importance of rural life.  Award-winning 
images of traditional-costumed students from 
the St. Augustine School in Winnebago 
are displayed in the corridor giving visitors 
a sense of the color and traditions of the 
original people from the region.

Brianna and Isabel Martinez  
Blessed Sacrament School    6th  Grade
Chloe McClure North Middle 6th Grade
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Summer is here and as temperatures rise, so can energy 
bills. Is there anything that can be done? Plenty! Kid Scoop 
News sheds light on ways you can save energy, protect our 

earth’s resources and stay cool this summer.

Playing video and computer games uses electricity. Reading Kid 
Scoop News and playing newspaper games saves electricity!

Grab a few friends, take off your 
shoes and socks, and cool off 
with a game of Bucket Brigade!

You need:
• two buckets
• a paper or plastic cup for each
 player

1. Start by forming two teams.

2. Have each team line up.

3. Place a bucket filled with
 water at one end of each line. 
 Place an empty bucket at the 
 other end of each line.

4. Pass water from the full 
 bucket to the empty bucket by 
 passing water down the line 
 from cup to cup.

5. When all the water has been 
 moved from one bucket to the 
 other, the team with the most 
 water in its bucket wins. 
 (Although, if it is really hot, 
 the wettest team may feel it is 
 really the winner!)

1. Turn off the TV, radio, 
 CD player, computer 
 and any electric gadget 
 that you are not using.

2. Turn out lights when 
 you leave a room.

3. Recycle! It takes a lot 
 of energy to make 
 newspapers, cans, 
 plastic bottles and other 
 things. Recycling these 
 items uses less energy 
 than it takes to make 
 them from raw material.

Standards Link: Social Science; 
students recognize individual civic 
responsibility to protect the resources 
in our environment.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension; 
follow multiple step directions.

Add up the 
number of 

ounces 
along each 

correct path 
to see which 
team won.

Standards Link: Mathematics. 
Reading Comprehension.

Standards Link: Visual Discrimination; finding similarities and differences in common objects.Standards Link: Reading Comprehension; follow multiple 
step directions.

Get into your bathing suit 
and get some tempera 
paints!

Using the tempera paints 
and your fingers, paint 
lines, shapes and pictures 
on your body.

After covering as much of 
your body as you can, get 
out the hose, sprinkler and 
sponges and wash your 
canvas clean.

Can you find five 
or more differences 
between these two 

painted people?
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It takes a special kind of dreamer to 
have a vision like this and Sioux City 
is filled with those kinds of dreamers… 
Erin Webber-Dreeszen,  
Sioux City Art Center

As the mission of the Sioux City Art Center is “to 
promote and cultivate the �ne arts, and foster art in 

all its branches; to promote the welfare of art in the City of Sioux City,” the dream of such 
a center, and eventually an annual arts’ festival, would need to come from a grassroots 
group.  Luckily, as Erin stated, this region has many dreamers.
Imagine being part of a festival where over 20,000 visitors come to view visual and 
performance art from all over the United States.  The Sioux City Art Center will host the 
22nd annual Art Center’s ArtSplash Festival at Riverside Park, September 5-6, beginning 
each day at 10 a.m.  According to Erin Webber-Dreeszen, Development Coordinator at 
the Art Center, the day will be �lled with the mingling of children’s activities, music, festival 
food, and incredible visual arts for the shopper with an eye for quality.  
ArtSplash is always held on Labor Day Weekend which allows families to schedule 
attending festival events ahead of time.  This “end of the summer” weekend provides a 
bit of a “children’s fair” �avor as performers, hands on art activities, and of course, The 
Pied Piper of Percussion entertain throughout each day.  Each year, according to Erin, the 
Center tries to create different  experiences for all ages.
The local arts festival began with inspiration from the Omaha Summer Arts Festival and the 
overall goal of engaging the community in an experience �lled with visual and performing 
arts. Two women, Candy Gaskill and Jackie Baker, saw a need in the Siouxland region for 
such a festival and their vision became a reality.
 For many years, the festival was held at the Riverfront, but after the �ood of 2011, the 
venue area changed to Grandview Park. In 2013, the decision was made to continue at 
the Riverside Park site.  Riverside offers the perfect location for a day of family fun!
Artists have to apply to be part of the festival and ArtSplash is considered a very friendly 
and professional event where artists from all over enjoy the hospitality
shown to them by the event organizers and the hundreds (a “whopping” 300) of 
volunteers who give time each year to promote the Siouxland region. Painters, potters, 

sculptors, glass artists, 
jewelers, and so many 
more come to the 
festival to share in the 
wonderment of their art. 
Erin says that, “I am so 
very proud to be part of 
a community where the 
residents step forward 
each year and volunteer 
to make the festival a 
great one.  ArtSplash is 
becoming a family tradition 
each year and is now generational.”
What would an end of summer festival be without festival food?  Funnel cakes, corn dogs, 
Mexican and Greek food, fried everything on a stick…can be experienced that weekend.  
One of Erin’s favorite food artists is Petrina  from Minneapolis who brings her food truck, 
Asase Yaa , to Art Center’s ArtSplash and calls it the “Meal of Purpose”, as she believes it 
is her mission to feed people and feed people well.  
Kid Scoop News reporters, Sophia Dreeszen and Alex Kleinschmit, believe that the 
festival brings professional art to the viewers in a very unique way. They like that there 
are so many “one of a kind” pieces and you can purchase knowing that what you have 
purchased cannot be found anywhere else.  Sophia also noted that, “The volunteers are 
so unique.  Without them, it would be impossible to continue the festival.”  Food, music, art 
and community weave new stories into our ever-changing sense of place.  Both reporters 
were surprised at Erin’s thoughts about festival favorites, “It’s really more about family 
tradition and not so much about a favorite artist or booth.”  The reporters agreed, what a 
great weekend for the family!
To affect the quality of the day, that is the highest of arts.  Henry David Thoreau  The
Siouxland Art Center’s ArtSplash Festival is an event that will certainly affect the quality of 
your day.

Sophia Dreeszen  Sunnyside 5th Grade
Alex Kleinschmit  North Middle 6th Grade
Alexis Bell  North Middle 6th Grade

Summer is here and as temperatures rise, so can energy 
bills. Is there anything that can be done? Plenty! Kid Scoop 
News sheds light on ways you can save energy, protect our 

earth’s resources and stay cool this summer.

Playing video and computer games uses electricity. Reading Kid 
Scoop News and playing newspaper games saves electricity!

Grab a few friends, take off your 
shoes and socks, and cool off 
with a game of Bucket Brigade!

You need:
• two buckets
• a paper or plastic cup for each
 player

1. Start by forming two teams.

2. Have each team line up.

3. Place a bucket filled with
 water at one end of each line. 
 Place an empty bucket at the 
 other end of each line.

4. Pass water from the full 
 bucket to the empty bucket by 
 passing water down the line 
 from cup to cup.

5. When all the water has been 
 moved from one bucket to the 
 other, the team with the most 
 water in its bucket wins. 
 (Although, if it is really hot, 
 the wettest team may feel it is 
 really the winner!)

1. Turn off the TV, radio, 
 CD player, computer 
 and any electric gadget 
 that you are not using.

2. Turn out lights when 
 you leave a room.

3. Recycle! It takes a lot 
 of energy to make 
 newspapers, cans, 
 plastic bottles and other 
 things. Recycling these 
 items uses less energy 
 than it takes to make 
 them from raw material.

Standards Link: Social Science; 
students recognize individual civic 
responsibility to protect the resources 
in our environment.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension; 
follow multiple step directions.

Add up the 
number of 

ounces 
along each 

correct path 
to see which 
team won.

Standards Link: Mathematics. 
Reading Comprehension.

Standards Link: Visual Discrimination; finding similarities and differences in common objects.Standards Link: Reading Comprehension; follow multiple 
step directions.

Get into your bathing suit 
and get some tempera 
paints!

Using the tempera paints 
and your fingers, paint 
lines, shapes and pictures 
on your body.

After covering as much of 
your body as you can, get 
out the hose, sprinkler and 
sponges and wash your 
canvas clean.

Can you find five 
or more differences 
between these two 

painted people?
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Kevin has to get across the creek. Help him by drawing a line from 
rock to rock. The correct path will add up to 37.

2015

Summer evenings are a 
great time for star-gazing. 
How many stars can you 
find on this page in two 

minutes? Have a friend try. 
Who found the most?

Make a card for 
your parent’s 
today to tell 
them how 

important they 
are to you.

Respect for
Parents’ Day

Create a clown 
face on a paper 
plate. Add a wig 
and a red nose 
and wear it as a 

mask.

On this day in 
1789, Congress 
approved the 

establishment of 
lighthouses, 

beacons, buoys 
and piers.

Clean out a section 
of your room and 

rearrange your 
things there.

It’s Smokey 
Bear’s birthday. 
Make sure you 
have an escape 
plan and a way 
to link up with 

family members 
in case of an 
emergency.

Visit a place with 
water today—a 

river, beach or lake. 
Take photos or 

sketch on location.

Play catch with a 
friend. If you’re 
right handed, try 

catching with 
your left hand.

If you’re 
left-handed try 
catching with 

your right.

Brinton Turkle 
was awarded the 
Caldecott Honor 

in 1970. Ask at the 
library for one of 

his children’s 
books.

Make some paper 
airplanes today 

and fly them with 
a friend.

Line up chairs and 
imagine they are 

the seats of a 
rollercoaster. 

S'mores is a 
favorite campfire 
treat for everyone. 
Get your chocolate, 
Graham Crackers 
and marshmallows 

and make some 
S'mores today.

National Clown
Week

National
Lighthouse Day

National
Waffle Day

National S'Mores Day
Brinton Turkle’s

Birthday

National Park
Service established

in 1916

National
Aviation

Day

Purchase some 
wiggly eyes. 

Collect seedpods, 
pinecones, twigs, 
stones, shells and 
leaves. Add a pair 
of eyes to each to 
create fantastical 

insects. 

Can you make a 
difference in 

someone’s life by 
doing a good 
deed today?

Be An Angel
Day

Go online and 
research an 

invention you 
admire. Can you 

come up with your 
own invention?

Visit a national 
park near where 

you live. What are 
the sights there 
that are most 

striking to you?

Mix 3 cups of 
dried fruit, 2 cups 
of mixed nuts and 
1 cup of granola.

Make up your 
own bedtime 

story.

Go out for 
a long hike today. Place markers 

approximately 20 
feet apart. Time 

yourself to see how 
many times you 
can run from one 
marker to the next 

is 2 minutes.

National
Inventors
Month

National Trail
Mix Day

Roller Coaster
Day

Count the seeds 
in a slice of 
watermelon.

Clean out your 
backpack and get it 

ready for a great 
school year!

Gather the family 
for an evening of 

your favorite board 
or card games.

Grab a 
banana and enjoy 
this fruit high in 

fiber and potassium.

Pour fruit juice 
into an ice cube 

tray. Insert a 
popsicle stick 
as it starts to 
freeze. When 

it’s completely 
frozen, enjoy 
this cool treat.

Smile Week

Make a collage of 
smiling faces using 
pictures from the 
newspaper and 

magazine.

Make your 
own ice cream 

sandwich today. 
Use chocolate, 

graham crackers, 
sprinkles and be 

creative.

Find an apple 
recipe. Ask an 

adult for help and 
make it for your 

family.

Make preparations 
for a summer yard 
sale. Take out the 

clothes and toys you 
no longer need and 
label with a price.

Laurent de 
Brunhoff’s 
birthday
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Siouxland Students Share Thoughts on Special Places 
This month, Siouxland 4-H members and students from the George 
Waitt Siouxland Y Summer Camp read Your Own Best Secret Place 
by Byrd Baylor and explored the idea of “sense of place” and what 
it meant to them.  As future citizens of the Siouxland region, these 
students are beginning to form real connections to their place in 
Iowa, and appreciate the region and all that it has to offer.  There 
is a misconception out there that children only work and play with 
technology and we found this simply not to be true.  These students 
have a strong connection to their Iowa surroundings and the people who 
are their family and friends. 

Special places tend to be places where we have a real attachment and 
remember with a sense of belonging and happiness.  Many places 
remembered focus on special events, like a visit to a grandparent’s 
farm or a camping trip to Stone Park.  Kid Scoop News hopes to give 
students a better understanding of “who they are”…by finding out 
“where they are from”.  This region has so much to offer in terms of 
landscape, history, the stories of the residents, the arts and culture of 
the region, and the value of the relationships that are fostered here.  
These students have special memories to share with our readers this 
month and we encourage other young writers to send in their thoughts 
about their “own best secret place.”
 
Send your Special Place writings and/or art to:

NIE Siouxland/Kid Scoop News
515 Pavonia St.
Sioux City, Iowa  51102

Woodbury County 4-H offered a writing workshop on July 7 at the 
Woodbury County Fair Grounds in Moville.  Youth attending the 
workshop learned about writing and publishing books as well as writing 
for publication presented by the educational coordinator from Kid 
Scoop News, Jeanette Hopkins.  The club members spent time writing 
about “sense of place” and composed pieces for Kid Scoop News.  The 
following are samples of the work completed, in first draft, during the 
session.  Brenda Welch/4-H Youth Development, Iowa State University 
Extension

My favorite place to go is the green space area near my grandparent’s house; with all 
the green grass and grasshoppers that leap out.  I can see birds �ying a bit low overhead 
and I hear the rushing sounds of the river nearby.  Sounds….the swishing of the prairie 
grass, the rustling of leaves…creaking of branches off a large old oak tree.  They surround 
the river like a gateway, a wall… to keep those unknown OUT! Plop! A stone hits the 
water and then skips across.  Crickets chirp unseen in tall grasses and the wind whispers, 
telling of people from the past who once sought shelter in this fortress. The pale blue sky 
somehow shifts the few clouds overhead, creating new shapes in my place.
Simply quiet and now mine for a bit.
Justus R.  
Cherokee Middle School 8th Grade

or email them to:
Jhopkins@siouxcityjournal.com

My special place is the small patch of pine trees across the road from 
my house.  I go there with my dog to simply get away.  I call this 
“exploring” and I really do explore.  Each time I go I reach out my 
hands to feel the poke of the pine needles against my skin.  I go there 
in the spring when the needles are new and soft and a wonderful 
shade of green.  The grass is hardly ever mowed and it softly touches 

my knees.
Once in a while I’ll stop to pet my dog, Sandy, and just notice things around me.  I look 
up at the sky, imagining what it would be like to walk on the clouds.  Birds are always 
chirping, singing each, their own little song.  I’ll see a rabbit in its nest underneath the 
branches of a long dead tree.  It’s time to go back home, but this special place will 
always be in my memories of home.
Sarah Nelson   Masters 4H Club  8th Grade

My favorite place to go is the creek on my Papa’s farm.  I like it because of the mud, the 
trees, grass, water, and the stream.  I can always hear birds chirping, cows mooing…I 
love to touch the wet, sticky mud.  I’ve only gone there once with my Nana, but it makes 
me feel happy.
Addie McKenna  Bronson Rustler Clover Kids 3rd Grade

My special place is the tall brome grass down by the barn.  I see butter�ies, �owers, 
birds, and the sky.  I hear birds chirping and cows mooing.  I feel the grass moving and 
it makes me ITCH!  After the rain, I smell wet grass.  When I am in the tall brome grass I 
feel happy.
Natalie McKenna  Bronson Rustler Clover Kids 1st Grade

The place I like best is a small pond that I go to with my dad to go �shing.  We go out 
there to spend a little time together and catch and release blue gill and sometimes bass.  
We don’t talk much, but we enjoy being out there for an hour or two.  We use store-
bought poles, not big ones, but just the right size for catch and release.  It’s quiet out there 
and I enjoy the time relaxing.
Michael Welch  Tilder Tillers 4H Club  6th Grade 

My favorite special place is the grassy part of our quarter mile driveway.  The creek 
is nearby and you can hear the click of a bluejay.  I love to be on the driveway in the 
wintertime.  Usually, I beat my dad running to the end of the driveway.  Sometimes, I play 
in the snow and roll a snowball to throw at my dad.  Maybe next winter, when my little 
brother meets the bus, I’ll teach him to roll a snowball and we will both throw them at our 
dad!
Andrea Knaack River Valley Schools

When I was a child we would walk down the road to the creek that 
�owed through the pasture.  We would slither through the guardrails of 
the old rusty bridge and walk down the incline of the cement support like 
we were walking on a tightrope.  One big jump and we landed on a 
sand bank that had formed when the water carried silt around the concrete.
At the end of the sand bank was an extra deep pool where the water cut back into the 
channel.  We drug an old gas tank off a car down to the creek and �oat on it through the 
pool.  It was a large, old square, metal box with a pipe sticking up where it connected to 
the car at one time.  It would be so hot from sitting in the sun, and we’d splash water on it 
to cool it down.  I’d sit on it, straddling the pipe between my legs and ride on the current 
through that deep pool….my “speed boat” on the farm.
Denise Knaack Grandparent and former teacher Pierson

My favorite place as a child was my parents’ backstep.  The cement step was always 
so hot when the sun hit it and heated up to rock.  It was cold in the winter and cool and 
damp in the early morning hours…and after the rain.
The cats hung out on the step waiting for food and sunning themselves.  The older kittens 
jump up and down on the steps as they chase each other around.  In the distance, the 
bluffs seem to tower over the landscape…they seem so far away.
Brenda Welch  
Youth Program Specialist  Iowa State University Extension Outreach 

SPECIAL PLACES
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Gelett Burgess wrote a series of goop books

to teach children manners.

One book of goop tales has verses about

52 children, two for each letter of the

alphabet. Each child’s name describes

a fault.

 The most quoted poem of the 1890s was a little ditty
by Gelett Burgess called “The Purple Cow.”

Standards Link:  Reading Comprehension: Follow
simple written directions.

Standards Link: Vocabulary: create words from context clues.

She would not brush her teeth.
He liked to sing too loud.
He pinched his baby sister.
She ate with her fingers.

Make up names for children with
these faults:

What faults are described by these

names?
Askalotte
Xcitabelle
Badinskool
Fibius
Standards Link:  Vocabulary: understand word meaning from

context clues.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple directions.

Draw a line from each goopname to that child’s fault.
 Asleepnogo

 Inkafinga

 Nevashair

 Teeza

would notshare things

didn’t want
to go to bed

had dirty
hands

pickedon others

A

B

C

D

A
N

SW
ER

: The correct order is D
, C

, A
, B

.

     orn January 30, 1866, Gelett Burgess is remembered as a nonsense

        expert. In fact, he may be one of your favorite authors, even though

you have probably never heard of him.

He invented such great words as               and

Goop comes from the many tales he told of the boneless, ill-mannered

and sort-of-human characters he named “goops.”

Oops! The
goops have
dropped the
lines of the

poem
and got them
scrambled.
Can you put

the poem
together?

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Draw big, simple shapes for your 
cow’s body with a pencil. Draw 
very lightly. A cow’s body is a 

rectangle. Cows have short legs 
and a long tail. Draw ovals for 

the head and feet.

Still drawing with a pencil, 
start adding details like eyes, 
hooves, udders, and horns. 
Remember to draw lightly 

with the pencil because you’ll 
be erasing the pencil lines.

Well, this is
udder nonsense!

Draw over the pencil lines in ink. 
Make sure the ink is dry, then erase 
all the pencil lines. Color your cow 

and add spots, stripes, or wild & 
wacky patterns.
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Arizona Roadrunners’ Team    Siouxland Y Youth Camp 
Normally, you might not consider mine as a “special place”, but every time I go to my 
grandma’s house, I ask my uncle if we can go to his old secret fort.  It’s a really long hike, 
but worth it.  The fort is right next to a dry old pipe that my uncle said his friends and 
he would always try to �nd the end of the pipe, but never could.  Boy…the hike there is 
complicated, as there is a tricky part…and let’s just leave it at that! Gracie R.

My special place is my deck.  My family members hardly ever go out there unless we are 
grilling, but I really like it out there.  I get to see squirrels in the trees, the grass is really 
green and there are cats purring around my legs….very relaxing! Manuel C.

High round hay bales….that’s what I like.  My secret place I go to is my 
mom’s cousin’s farm.  Where is it, you ask?  The best place is on the hay 
bales.  I crawl through the tunnels and bridges that they make…I sit in the 
middle of the stack and sometimes read….it is my place, and I like how it 
makes me feel.  Kaitlyn H.

Ah…my basement is my secret place.  I go there whenever I want and I can do whatever I 
want…like watch TV or play other games. Cole R.

My secret place is my porch.  It’s quiet and the tiki torches are light and like candles.  My 
place is comfortable…outside I can look up at the sky, play with balls, and jump on the 
trampoline.  I play with my dog outside as she is funny,  too.   Maya T.

My special place is de�nitely my room.  Sometimes my brother whines and cries…and 
that is so annoying, so I go to my room.  I go there if I’m mad or sad…and I cool down 
and gather my thoughts.  I can look outside or even watch YouTube when I’m in my room. 
Mackenzie K.

I like best, playing with my friends outside…any games, lots of friends.  I 
also like the waterpark, where you can go down a slide…slipping into the 
pool! Harry K.

When I am sad, mad, or even embarrassed, I go to my room.  I have 
special things there…like my bed, a closet, (where I open the door all 

the way and sit next to the wall by the closet door which covers me…and it’s like I’m far 
away.  Sometimes, to keep people out, I put water, soaps, and toothpaste on my room 
door…and stack things to keep them out! Ali H.

There is a park near a church where there is a fort.  It’s close to my house and my friends 
and I built it.  There are special lookouts, where we keep an eye on things. Lucas

I’m in my own world when I am under water and not bothered by anyone or anything.  It’s 
calm and cool… Ian B.

It may not be especially secret, but it is my special place.  I love the bike ramp.  I love to 
watch the races there…off the big hill you go sideways…then ramp 
off of things…and the best thing of all is that it is dirt.  Perfect for the 
race! Mariah M.

My room gives me all that I need.  I have a multi-tool pocket knife 
that has scissors, a small saw, and a hammer.  Perfect for any 
project you might be doing! Nick M.

Ah…my secret place is in my bedroom.  The best part of my bedroom is my bed 
where I listen to pure pop music, play games, read, and watch TV.  I love playing with 
Legos…or just sitting there, with my head on a pillow, legs crossed…and listening to the 
peacefulness! Meadow M.

more “favorite” places continued on page 17
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Franco’s friends, Sara and 
Andrew, had some ideas on 

what he should do.

Put the coins back 
together! Draw lines 
to connect the parts 

that match.

The other day, Aunt Mary gave Franco 
one dollar. Then she said:

5 lemons and sugar:
expenses = $1.00
22 cups of lemonade 
X 50¢ =

PROFIT: $10.00

$11.00
–expenses      $1.00

Sponge and soap:
expenses = $1.00
Wash 11 cars, $1 per 
car =

PROFIT: $10.00

$11.00
–expenses      $1.00

Franco puts 50¢ into 
his piggy bank every 
day. How many days 
until he has $6.00?

HINT:
Use your multiplication 

tables to find the 
answer. Standards Link: Reading 

Comprehension: Follow simple 
written directions.

Standards Link: Social Science: Understand the use of money 
to purchase goods and services in a free-market economy.

What I would invest in:

___________________________________

What I would do or make:

___________________________________

Price for my product 
or service:      $_________________

Subtract expenses:  – $
_________________

MY PROFIT:      $
_________________

NEWS

Standards Link: Number Sense: Add, subtract, multiply and divide money amounts to solve 
problems.

Franco is going to invest some of his profit into another business, 
put some of it into a savings bank and keep $1 to buy candy.

If you were Franco, which candy would you buy with the dollar? 
Be sure to spend exactly one dollar.

25¢
Peanut Butter 

Cup

10¢
Licorice Rope

40¢
Lollipop

5¢
Red Sizzler

75¢
Chocolate 
Chewy Bar

30¢
Candy Corn

65¢
Marshmallow
Moon Rocks

45¢
Taffy Pop

35¢
Gummi Worm

5¢
Sour Drop
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Arizona Roadrunners’ Team    Siouxland Y Youth Camp 

A forest is my special place as it is so peaceful and calm.  It’s just me 
and a few animals nearby.  I climb the trees and look around….it’s my 
place. Tristan L. 

When I’m mad…with nowhere to go…I go to my closet!  Mason

My special place is this great tree in our backyard.  I love to climb 
on the branches, which is the best thing to do.  When I am on the top of the tree I use 
my imagination…I have a great view of my house and my backyard.  It’s quiet and 
relaxing.  Though, sometimes I play a zombie game, where all of the zombies try to get 
me, but they never will as I’m in the tree, way up high…Yes, my special place is favorite 
tree in our backyard. Kennedy R.

I love my room…it’s my special place.  I can get away from people who annoy me for 
a while…and I can just hang out.    Charleigh C.

In my room…under my desk…away from everything...is my special place.  If I’m sad or 
mad I go there to feel better.   Landen

If I could, and I would, love to take a joyride in my grandpa’s C7 
Stingray Corvette.   Talk about special place.  I’d take all my friends…
Sam, Colby and Rylee….and a few others.   Jake P.

At my fort, I would always play around there when I was bored.  It was awesome…red, 
yellow, and green.  Six years ago, someone bought it and I was very sad…no more, 
“King of the World!”  I didn’t like the place as much without the fort.  I’ll remember it 
always as my special place.  Erick

When I need to…I go to my room to be alone because I can lock the door!  All of 
things around me include my bed, my clothes, my desk, notebook, pens and toys.  
There are my big sister’s poems and a rug….I like my place to get away and no one 
else is around.    Alexis K.

My best place to go is my grandma’s house…I get away from any stress and she lets 
me be open to do many things.  I get to connect with friends when I am there…and it’s 
important to be with your friends... (There are a lot of games there, too.)    Braylen

My special place is at my friend’s house.  They have a trampoline that I like to jump on.  
We play a game with their dog, Bangeo.  We get on his doghouse and we can’t let 
him touch us!  When he gets off his chain, he sometimes goes to my house mysteriously.  
(I also like to go there because I get unlimited pop…and my favorite is rootbeer!)  When 
I go there, I feel like I have a freedom and that I am not watched.  I relax and have fun.  
They all make me feel special.  I never argue when I’m there because they all listen to 
me and let me try out my ideas.  I always feel invited over there and it’s like a place you 
could call home. Ravi E.

There is a path in a forest on a hill that I know.  At the end of the path is an area, or 
meadow, with no trees.  Half-way through there is a hollow tree that is big enough I can 
get in it.  Near is a fort that I made with sticks...the path is secret-like, and not everyone 
knows about it.  You have to go in a little ways before the path starts, so it is hidden.  
This is my secret place. Brandon

I always loved the tire swing at my great-aunt’s and great-uncle’s 
house.  That tire swing was hung probably 30 feet off the 
ground.  There was a seat made out of an old tire and a rope 
that was hung by my uncle throwing a baseball over the branch.  

Now, we also have an awesome tire swing!  Regan H.
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Cut out each of the letters 
of the alphabet and put 

them into a cold pot. Give 
your child a spoon to 

“ladle” out letters. Have 
your child say the letters 

he or she ladles. For more 
of a challenge, have your 
child put the letters into 

ABC order.

 With your child, look 
through the newspaper 

to find pictures of 
things that start with 

the same sound as the 
letter L in the word 

ladybug.

Point to the number 7 
in the newspaper. 

Have your child say 
the number and, if it’s 

large enough, have 
your child trace the 

number.

Put a sheet of newspaper 
on the floor. Give your 
child directions such as, 

“Touch the top left corner 
with your right hand.” 

“Step with your left foot 
on the lower left corner.”

Left and RightAlphabet SoupLarge and LittleMath PlayLetter Identification
Look through the 

newspaper and count the 
number of legs you can 

find. How many people’s 
legs? How many animal 

legs? For an extra 
challenge, ask your child 
to point out the thighs, 

knees and ankles.

Count the Legs
Look at a newspaper 

picture with your child. 
Say something about the 
picture. Then ask your 

child if what you said is 
true or not. Make more 

true/false statements and 
then let your child have a 
turn to try and trick you.

Repeat with more pictures.

True or not?
Ask your child if one 
thing in a newspaper 

picture is large or little. 
Repeat asking about other 
objects in the picture. For 

example, if there is a 
picture of an adult and a 
child, ask, “Is the adult 

large?” “Is the adult 
larger than the child?”

How many        ? 

L is for Ladybug
l is for ladybug
Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. 
Have your child read with you. Trace the uppercase 
and lowercase letter L. Say the letter as you trace it.

Learning Buddies: 
Trace and say the 
number. Read the 

questions. Touch and 
count to find the answers.

How many    ?

How many words or pictures 
can you find on this page that 
start with the L sound like the 
word ladybug?

Ladybug, Ladybug, fly away home;
Your house is on fire
and your children are gone.
All but one and her name is Ann;
She hid under the frying pan.

Look at the dots on the ladybugs. Circle the ladybugs 
with 7 black dots on their backs.

How many       ? 
lava lamps

lollipops

leaves

A Treasury of Goops 
by Gelett Burgess, revised and collected by Barbara Ross, 
illustrated by Diana Camille

Gelett Burgess created his characters, the Goops, over 100 
years ago but his message about children’s manners is just as 
relevant today. In 1998, Barbara Ross reintroduced readers to 
the Goops who through 
examples of bad 
manners, point out that 
good manners and 
polite behavior are the 
most important steps in 
learning self respect 
and good self esteem.

A student who has bad 
manners and who 
cannot interact in a 
respectful and polite 
way will have a hard 
time succeeding in life. 
Teaching good 
manners is as 
important today as it 
has always been.

Table Manners
ehow.com/how-to_4845381_improve-table-manners.html
Your table manners give away a great deal about your 
character. Follow some basic steps while sitting down to 
dinner to make a good impression.

Starting Early
parenting.com/article/learning-manners
Learning polite behavior can begin with preschoolers and 
should continue throughout your student’s school years. 
Manners promote confidence and provide the foundation for 
positive social interaction.

Digital Etiquette
brainpop.com/technology/freemovies/digitaletiquette/
This animated video teaches about online manners and how 
to use the internet with respect.
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important today as it 

Norm Waitt Summer Y Campers Share Book Reading Advice
This month, Miss Sarah’s Team Roadrunners share some thoughts about great summer reads 
for students.  The staff at Kid Scoop News Siouxland  appreciates all of their hard work 
done for the magazine this summer.  KUDOS to the Siouxland Y for
being a wonderful partner in literacy

Percy Jackson and the Olympians…The Lightning Thief  by Rick Riordan is one awesome 
and incredibly imaginative book.  Taking place in present time, the story is about a kid 
named Percy Jackson, who always failed his classes and was bullied a great deal.  But…
then something happens to change all of this.  It’s a big book, but one you get through 
quickly.  It’s humorouse, adventurous, and well, just plain cool.
I haven’t convinced you yet?  Well…listen to this.  Percy is trying to �nd Zeus’s, the God of 
Lightning, lightning bolt and Hades, The God of the Underworld refuses to give it back until 
the Summer Solstice….man, this book is calling your name!  If you are in �fth grade and up, 
this book is for you!  Erick C. Siouxland Y Summer Camp

My favorite book is Runt by Marion Dane Bauer.  Marion Dane Bauer is an Newbery 
Honor Winner, so right off, you know she’s a great writer!  When Runt, a wolf pup, was 
born, his parents didn’t think he was alive because he was not breathing.  He was much 
smaller than his siblings and because of this, they were always mean to him.  The wolf 
father would take Runt hunting and one day, Runt became lost, which was probably what 
the father wanted to happen.  This book is �lled with sadness, action, and dif�cult events, 
but it shows how “the good one” can be a winner.  If I haven’t convinced you enough, this 
is a book that you will want to “race to the end”…
If you love books about wild animals and families, then you will love Runt.
Mackenzie K. Siouxland Y Summer Camp

If you like stories that take place in pioneer times, then you will like Swamp Angel, which is 
the name of the main character.  Swamp Angel lives in a pioneer village with her parents.  
They had built a wooden house in a place where there were hills, rivers, and trees.  During 
this time, living out in the wild was dangerous, and even bears would break into the homes 
and steal food.  This book is exciting and written in a tall tale format, where the main 
character can lasso a tornado, and drink an entire lake.  Anne Isaacs writes about the 
Great Smoky Mountains in an imaginative and exciting way!  Read this book, and you will 
want to visit this place!     Harrison K. Siouxland Y Summer Camp

I have a book you won’t be able to put down!  It’s for kids who really like dogs and 
puppies.  I know you will like it.  A young girl named Lexi Torres, her friends, the 
neighborhood and her teacher, Ms. Kidd are all amazed at this dog who has powers.  
What is so special about the mysterious new pet store that came to town?  In the book, this 
is one incredible dog with special powers!  Puppy Power, a Wishbone Come True is another 
book written by Kristin Earhart where if one hopes enough….a wish just might come true.  
Meadow M. Siouxland Y Summer Camp

Deep in the Minnesota forest, only the strong survive.  One small pup is born to a pair of 
wolves, the last one she has is a runt.  The title of the story comes from the name of the last 
small  wolf pup, Runt.  Written by awarding winning author, Marion Dan Bauer, this book 
pulls you in right away.  The father wolf names the pup and did not like him or another 
male wolf in the pack.
Runt struggles but likes to play and learn and one day he spotted a porcupine.  He was 
“messing around” with it, and then he ran away.  He was helped by humans, but his 
brother was hit by needles and died.  Runt tries to help out, but continues to make trouble…
he is given a task to do, to �nd a wolf that had been banned from the pack….he needed to 
prove himself to his powerful father and family.  If only her could….you will have to read the 
rest, I’m not telling the ending!  Filled with action and family problems, if you love stories of 
nature, you will love this book.      Mariah M. Siouxland Y Summer Camp

If you haven’t read the Harry Potter series you need to start!  Harry Potter and the Order 
of the Phoenix you are really missing out.  In this book, the main character, Harry Potter 
�nds out about the Order, which he joins as his family are members of this particular group.  
Harry goes to Hogwarts again, only to �nd out the Voldemort, the evil one in the series, 
is out to get him and others.  This is a great book, �lled with awesome dragons, the main 
characters in the other books of the series, and more determination than you have ever seen 
from Harry Potter.  If you are into books where the main character is a kid, with special 
powers, and one who has been bullied his whole life…than you will like Harry Potter and 
the Order of the Phoenix by J.K. Rowling.

Our friends at a local Siouxland independent bookstore Book People, have 
been “�red up” this summer with a special reading program and have given us 
some titles for our student readers of all ages.  These are books that you might 

not have read, and great for that “end of summer” book challenge.

Summer Reading 
Program

VISIT OUR STORE AT 2923 HAMILTON BLVD.

712-258-1471

www.Bookpeoplesc.com

K-2 - If You Ever Want to Bring an Alligator to School, 
Don’t! by Elise Parsley

Night Animals by Gianna Marino
My Grandma’s a Ninja by Todd Tarpley

3-5 - A Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snicket
Tales From a Not So  Dorky Drama Queen 

by Rachel Russell
Dork  Diary Series  by Rachel Russell

6-8 - The Maze Runner series by James Dashner
Me and Earl and the Dying Girl  

by Jesse Andrews, Sundance U.S. 
Dramatic Audience Award and Sundance Jury Prize
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Chocolate bars could 
be called the “World 
Friendship” candy.
Why? The ingredients in a 
chocolate bar come from all around 
the world. Chocolate makers know 
the importance of how to speak 
other languages and respect people 
from different countries.

Standards Link: Eye-hand coordination.

Can you find your way to 
the bottom of this gooey 
hot fudge sundae?

Standards Link: Visual discrimination: Observe 
similarities and differences in common objects.

Chocolate and vanilla were first 
used together more than 500 years 
ago, in drinks prepared by the 
Indians of Mexico. They considered 
the drink to be the food of the gods. 
Can you find 10 differences 
between the two pictures?

A chocolate bar starts with 
cacao (ka KOW) beans, which 
are the seeds of the cacao tree. 
Leading producers of cacao 
include Mexico, Central and 
South America, the 
Caribbean and Africa. On the 
map, color these areas BLUE.

Cacao seeds grow in large, 
football-shaped pods about 10 
inches long and 3 to 4 inches 
around. Each pod contains 20 
to 40 seeds. 

Strange as it may seem, 
vanilla is used in the making 
of chocolate bars and other 
chocolate products.

Vanilla’s flavor comes from the 
seed pods of the vanilla orchid, 
a vine that grows in Uganda, 
Madagascar, Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Mexico. Color 
these countries RED.

Cacao beans are cured, roasted 
and ground, and formed into solid 
chocolate. Pure chocolate is bitter. 
Lots of sugar must be added to 
make it the sweet treat that people 
around the world love.

Brazil leads the world in 
sugar production, followed by 
India and China. Color these 
places YELLOW.

Standards Link: Social Sciences: Students understand the role of consumers and producers of goods; how cultures depend on each other in a 
global economy. Follow simple instructions.

Read about chocolate’s three ingredients. Then, color each country on the map
to show where each ingredient grows.

Clockwords
You are an inventor 
who discovers plans 

for a mysterious word 
machine. Make words 
that include provided 
letters to fend off the 

invaders.

Tell Us What
You Think

Do you have a free 
online game you like 
to play? Send your 

reviews and 
recommendations to 

woodword@
kidscoopnews.com clockwords.us
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“It’s Not Easy Being Green”….
“We can begin by doing small things at the local level, like planting 
community gardens or looking out for our neighbors.  This is how 
change takes place in living systems…from within, from many local 
actions occurring at once.”  Grace Boggs

If we look around our Siouxland region there are so many things 
happening that generate an understanding of the importance of 
protecting the environment and being community minded.  Each 
month we have shared a little more information about the school 

and community gardens that are springing up around this region. Activities take place 
in community and school gardens that create a sense of community ownership and 
stewardship, bringing people together from a wide variety of backgrounds.  Community 
greenspace projects create leaders.  

This month, we visited the new “parklet” areas that have been 
developed in the 
downtown Sioux City 
area.  The parklets 
offer opportunities for 
people to meet their 
neighbors and special 
business folk in the 
downtown region of 
a city.  

The parklet project (micro-sized parks for 
people) was developed after a worldwide 
effort called “Better Block”.  With the surge 
in business and downtown living, IEDC 
Downtown Study and Blue Zones Project 
members are �nding ways to make the 
downtown area more usable and inviting.  
The young man in the photo demonstrates a 
bit of “lounging around” down by the Whistle 
Stop Antique Store, enjoying a small drink 
and sandwich by Subway.  Usually parklets 
are installed on parking lanes and use parking spaces to create more space 
and amenities for people.  This creates a more “user friendly” downtown area.  Kid Scoop 
News reporters enjoy the relaxed feeling found downtown when the sidewalk space 
is opened up and the street life is more enjoyable.  KUDOS to our visionary groups for 
thinking of such a great addition to the city and for the downtown businesses for seeing 

the need to expand downtown living areas! 

TIFFANY BAIN FROM THE INSTITUTE 
FOR READING DEVELOPMENT (KANSAS) AND CHUCK 

SWAGGERTY, WHISTLE STOP SUPPORT CITY PARKLETS

YOUNG MICAH FIELDS AGE 5 GIVES A THUMBS UP TO THE NEW PARKLET FEATURE IN DOWNTOWN SIOUX CITY

Interested in Fresh Produce and Herbs…
Give a Hand to Riverside Garden
    “Sierra, what did you do this week after working on the Riverside garden?”
“I went to my grandma’s and helped her weed things, too.”
Sierra Coon, 5th grade student at Riverside Elementary, has really enjoyed being part of 
the Riverside Community Garden project.  Laurie Taylor, Iowa State University Extension 
representative, has spent hours tending to and directing the work needed to create a 
garden designed to increase and enhance healthy eating in the community.  Sierra knows 
�rsthand how that can happen.
“I love the carrots…and the lettuce….and the radishes…and did I say carrots?  I do put a 
little ranch on the carrots, but just a little.”  She smiled as she helped her mom, Michelle, 
pull weeds and carefully select a small white carrot.  She brushed the dirt off, and clipped 
the top.  “Almost ready to eat.  Need to wash it a bit and it will be perfect!”
Sierra talked about the “rainbow” of colors that the carrots had this summer.  “We even 

had a red one…well, kinda red….little purple in it…magenta, 
yes that’s right.”
She shared how nice it was to have fresh vegetables, and that 
if one is careful, even in the winter you can look for produce 
that is fresher…even better than canned.
Michelle told us how the marigolds were placed to keep the 
deer and rabbits out.  “There are no chemicals or pesticides 
on the produce.  Everything has been planted and cared for 
without unnecessary chemicals.”  It’s been a bit dif�cult as 
there are plenty of critters in the Riverside area and the entire 
Siouxland area, and for most gardeners, that issue is a tough 
one.  “We’ve seen a few rabbits, and they do love the small 
plants.  We “shoo” them out, but they seem to know exactly 
where to �nd the best ones.”
Tending the garden can be very hard work, and the 
Riverside Garden always is looking for a “few good folk” 

to help with the work.  The 
guideline is, help to build 
a healthy garden and you 
can share in the prize.  
The old tale of The Little 
Red Hen
�ts perfectly here, and the 
prize is worth a great deal.
Tomato vines are staked almost as high as Sierra, and �lled with huge, green 
tomatoes, soon ready for selection.  Sliced, with a little salt or sugar, nothing beats the 
richness and color of a fresh tomato.  Fresh herbs, new potatoes, shallots, swiss chard, 
broccoli,and much more await those ready to “pull up their sleeves, and get their hands 
dirty.”
Family fun…lessons in gardening from Master Gardeners…and an excellent way to get 
a little physical activity await in the Riverside Elementary School Community Garden.  
Contact Laurie Taylor, Iowa State University Extension 
and/or Mary Motz, Principal 
to show support and a little 
“elbow grease” for the 
garden.  Kid Scoop News 
sends KUDOS again, to the 
members of the team who 
provide expertise, a strong 
community presence, and a 
wonderful support base for the 
garden.  Next year, the plan 
is to expand and offer an even 
wider variety of produce.
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Iowa’s Healthiest School Cultivates Learning Through 
“Taste Tests”
     One of Sioux City’s own Blue Zone designated schools is also Iowa’s “Healthiest 
School.”  Mater Dei-Nativity Center School, was noti�ed this June that they had been 
selected as the winner of the 2015 K-12 School Healthy Iowa Award.  Recognition was 
given to school representatives Kristen Malenosky, school cook, and her 7th grade 
daughter, Alycen, by Governor Terry Branstad and Lieutenant Governor Kim Reynolds.
Best practices in the improvement of health and wellness among K-12 schools, according 
to Jessica Schaeffer, Healthiest State Initiative program assistant, is the overall goal of 
the program.  Mater Dei-Nativity Center received this award over a record number of 
applications this year.
Kid Scoop News celebrates the community building that many of our area schools are 
doing in terms of creating school gardens.  Mater Dei-Nativity Center involves all staff and 
students in working towards maintaining their Blue Zones designation and have seen the 
positive results.  According to Andrea Bengford, Mater Dei English teacher, school efforts 
included maintaining a school garden marker board at lunch so students knew exactly 
what they were eating each day, Michelle Obama’s food plate campaign, a student 
newsletter, student workouts in class every week and participation in the Hoops for Heart 
program, an annual healthy walk, volleyball competitions, student health screenings, and 
partnerships with local organizations and colleges.  Andrea also noted 

that this is truly a school wide effort.

Kid Scoop News Siouxland welcomes our newest 
feature reporters Alycen Malenosky, Erin Cleary, 
and Kennedy Bork.  These students from  Mater 
Dei-Nativity Center School shared insights and 

knowledge about having 
a community garden 
and look forward to the 
third year of garden 
development.

“At �rst, I thought, 
well…it might be just a 
failed experiment.  You 

know how people 

say they are going to try something that 
sounds like a great idea, but then…
What I like best is how the students got 
involved, it wasn’t just a teacher project.”  
Erin shared with us that she enjoys the 
hands-on learning that takes place.  Her 
eating habits have de�nitely changed 
and she looks forward to learning even 
more about
nutrition.

Kennedy agreed.  She was used to sweets and 
wasn’t sure about eliminating many of them from the lunch menu.  Once she started to 
understand where the food came from, and that processed food and canned food just 
didn’t have the color or �avor, she was convinced.  “I thought, too, that we would just 
have vegetables.  I learned more about spices and how real �avors actually make food 
taste great!”

For Alycen, who understands more than many the importance of dietary changes, it was 
the herbs that really helped to change her mind.  “I love the herbs.  I love the natural 
�avoring it gives to food…there is now a “kick” to meals.”  Alycen shared that when her 
mother is drying the herbs needed in the recipes for the school kitchen, she can’t wait to 
get home.  “There is such a freshness, a natural scent in the house when she is drying the 
herbs.  It’s great!”

Her mother agrees that the herbs have really become a staple in the �avoring of foods at 
the school and at home.  She has noticed that less food is wasted, and that the students 
love the fresh fruits and vegetables over anything canned.  Andrea noted how colorful 
everything was.  “There are so many distinct colors in the produce, the reds…greens….
there is nothing like the freshness of a handpicked vegetable.”  She emphasized the 
collaboration of students and staff towards the garden’s success.  The one aspect of 
winning the award, Andrea noted, was that Mater Dei cultivated its own garden.  She 
believes that it is the support and commitment from everyone that gives
the overall project its success.

Kid Scoop News looks forward to its future connection to these students and staff 
members.  This fall, beginning in the September issue,  Mater Dei middle school students 
will be sharing stories, projects, and book reviews with our readers. KUDOS to their 
commitment to hands-on, minds-on learning projects.

The Loess Hills     
Have you ever taken a trip outside Sioux City and noticed the windy, narrow, steep roads?  
You were probably in a hurry and didn’t take the time to notice the true beauty of the hills 
you were driving through. You were missing one of the most amazing landmarks nature 
has made for us.  This landmark is known as the Loess Hills.
Picture the Loess Hills as a group of rolling hills.  They can reach as high as 60 feet and 
are at most, 15 miles wide.  These hills stretch over 220 miles, from St. Joseph, Missouri to 
Akron, Iowa.  They are called the Loess Hills because loess is the Greek word for loose, 
and it describes the type of soil that is found in the hills.  Loess soil is yellowish gray, clay-
like sediment that can be found in few places around the world.
The history of the Loess Hills dates back  25,000 years.  They were formed during the 
last Ice Age when a glacier started to retreat from the land.  As the glacier started to 
melt, water ran into the Missouri River Valley. When the water level later dropped, huge 
amounts of silt were left behind. Over time, most of the silt was blown away and dropped 
to the east of the Missouri River Valley.  The process to make the Loess Hills so high took 
several hundred years.  Archeologists have �gured that humans must have lived here for 
over 6,000 years because of evidence of stone tools, spear points, pottery and burial 
sites.  The Indians who have lived in the Loess Hills used to call the land “sacred,” meaning 
that the area was so special that no tribe or group could control it.  Archeologists have 
also found remains of several Ice Age animals such as the wooly mammoth, camel, giant 
beaver and giant sloth.

    The Loess Hills have helped many people in many different ways.  While the Indians 
lived in the hills, they used the forests for hunting and the closeness of the river was used 
for trading.  They also used the fertile soil which led to them growing very productive 
crops. Farmers now use the soil for the same reason. The soil in the hills contains 
potassium, nitrogen and phosphorus, which all help in plant production.  Now we also use 
the hills as grazing land for horses and cattle.  The threats of the Loess Hills are growing 
by the day.  Tree invasions are harming the hills and causing erosion to become a major 
threat.  Poor conservation practices in the hills are a threat to the plants and animals that 
live in there.
   There is only one other place in the WORLD where the loess deposits are deeper than 
they are here in Iowa, and that place is on the other side of the globe. In China the loess 
deposits can reach to about 300 foot depths compared to America’s Loess Hills’ deposits 
that reach about 200 foot depths in some places.  The Loess Hills are home to many 
unique and endangered plant species.  There are also many rare animal species that are 
endangered as well.  
    Now that I have introduced you to these unique, one of a kind landmark, it’s time to do 
some exploring of your own.  You can go on any of the many trails the have to offer, you 
can go on horseback riding trails, bike trails and hiking trails.  Some other activities you 
could consider doing in these hill are hunting, birdwatching and �shing.
These hills are truly a gift from God and nature, we should do all we can to preserve them 
and their beauty. 
Madison Jochum  8th Grade Nativity Mater Dei School

ANDREA BENGFORD, KRISTIN MALENOSKY, ERIN 

CLEARY, KENNEDY BORK AND ALYCEN MALENOSKY

SCHOOL COOK KRISTEN 
MALENOSKY AND HER 

DAUGHTER, ALYCEN RECIEVE 
BEST PRACTICES IN SCHOOL 
AWARD HEALTHIEST STATE 

INITIATIVE
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The Garden Scoop from the Lawton-Bronson Outdoor Classroom and Garden
     July found the Lawton-Bronson summer school students harvesting lettuce, broccoli, carrots and radishes from the 
school garden.  Our Summer Bell Program students were able to enjoy these as a morning snack and are learning 
a great deal about healthy snacks.  The students observed how pole beans climb up the bamboo poles to reach the 
sunshine.  There are poles that are 6 feet tall and some of them are almost to the top!  Students also observed another 
plant where one student shouted out, “What a huge watermelon plant!”  They later learned that these plants were 
pumpkins.  Students estimated how many pumpkins might be on the plants and then proceeded to count them. 
     Summer Bell students enjoyed doing an activity using orbeez, which are tiny beads that absorb water and grow to 
the size of a marble.  Each bead represents what a plant needs to grow.  Each student got a baggy and put a corn 
and bean seed in it.  They then added a blue bead for the water, a yellow bead to represent the energy from the sun, 
a clear bead for air that plants need for photosynthesis, a black bead for the soil, 

a green bead for nitrogen which is a nutrient that plants need, a pink 
bead for phosphorus which helps plants have healthy roots and 
a purple bead for the potassium which helps the plant �ght disease.  Students are then asked to 
observe their bag daily to see how it changes.  Within a short amount of time, their seeds will germinate.  The students are told that 
the water beads only represent what plants need.  If students want their seeds to grow into plants, they need to plant them in soil 
after they germinate.   

     Students enjoyed learning that toads are important helpers in our gardens.  They eat many of the harmful insects.  Small 
toad adobes were created for them to use as their homes.  Each student made one to take home.
A visit and presentation from Melissa Nelson, our agriculture in the classroom instructor, was enjoyed by all. She used the 
garden as a natural prop for her presentation.
The monarch way station has many blooming plants and is attracting bees and butter�ies.  Many species of butter�ies are 
visiting the garden, which is in the front of the Lawton-Bronson elementary building.  Red admiral, sulphur and monarchs are 
some of the butter�ies that have been spotted and create a very vibrant and living classroom to study!   
Mary Siepker-Instructor

“Let Your Food Be Your Medicine”….Healthy Eating Leads to a Healthy Lifestyle
     Students from the Arizona Roadrunners Team and the Siouxland Y Summer Camp are getting �rsthand knowledge of 
how developing your own community garden actually creates healthier lifestyles.  According to Corinna Lenort, local HyVee 
dietician,  HyVee’s national educational program, One Step Garden, has shown students throughout the region how growing 
their own fruits and vegetables is not only a very healthy project, but can be fun as well.  

Corinna and Educational Coordinator from the Siouxland Y, Corrin Mikkelson, have been meeting about the garden project 
for over a year.  Plants for the garden were donated by Marion Cain, Master Gardener from South Sioux City who also 
assists with the Dakota County Voices for Food security project in Nebraska.  Sponsorship was also provided by local 
HyVee stores.  The Arizona Roadrunners Team was led by Sarah Hummelgard and her assistants Bethany Larson and Anne 
Yung Van, who de�nitely shared their enthusiasm for the garden and the project.

The overall goals for the project were to encourage students to try more fruits and vegetables as well as to understand more about the actual garden to table concept.  Students who 
assist with the actual production of garden produce tend to be more receptive to new tastes and textures as well as to gain respect for the amount of work needed to garden.  As 
Corinna shared, “When you take care of something, you have pride in it.”  Kid Scoop News reporters, Regan Herbst and Brandon Ogle agreed.  They now believe that healthy eating 
really does lead to a healthier lifestyle.  Both students �nd it much easier to try new foods, though they were pretty game to try new �avors before coming to class.  One doesn’t think 
of chocolate scorpions as a tasty morsel, but both believed they would try one!  Brandon even shared that he has tried the dreaded puffer�sh…which is a Japanese delicacy.

Brandon mentioned that his favorite part of the garden was, well, getting dirty.  “I’d like to �nd a full-time job where I could get dirty.  I’d like to wear 
comfortable clothes every day and work outside.”  Brandon thought the best part of the garden was the planting and pulling weeds…and getting really dirty.  
Regan enjoyed seeing the progress and trying some of the recipes that Corinna would bring to class.  The outdoor classroom provided the perfect setting for 
camp!

Corinna enjoys being outside in the garden with the students.  She sees how the students “grow” in their understanding of the gardening processes and how 
they delight in the progress during each session.  There are mini-lessons each week related to the project.  Along with planting, weeding, and 
watering, students sample healthy recipes and enjoy the “fruits” of their labor by sampling the different �avors and textures provided by garden 
products.

Partnering with HyVee has been a wonderful way to bring the community and students together.  One part of HyVee’s mission is to encourage 
good eating habits and for students to know more about the farm to table concept.  Brandon and Regan gained a better understanding of the 
beginning stages of each plant and how incredibly fast weeds can actually grow. They observed that weeds tended to grow where the soil 
contained smaller herb plants and they were dif�cult to tell from the herb plants when weeding.
Community and school gardens bring the members of a team together and create stronger bonds as the members of the team work towards a 
common goal.  Both reporters agreed, that while the garden was hard work, it is de�nitely worth it.  Who knew….that from a small garden 
even chocolate covered scorpions could please the tastebuds!  

Feature Reporters Regan Herbst and Brandon Ogle Siouxland Y Summer Youth Camp

COMMUNITY
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Kevin has to get across the creek. Help him by drawing a line from 
rock to rock. The correct path will add up to 37.

2015

Summer evenings are a 
great time for star-gazing. 
How many stars can you 
find on this page in two 

minutes? Have a friend try. 
Who found the most?

Make a card for 
your parent’s 
today to tell 
them how 

important they 
are to you.

Respect for
Parents’ Day

Create a clown 
face on a paper 
plate. Add a wig 
and a red nose 
and wear it as a 

mask.

On this day in 
1789, Congress 
approved the 

establishment of 
lighthouses, 

beacons, buoys 
and piers.

Clean out a section 
of your room and 

rearrange your 
things there.

It’s Smokey 
Bear’s birthday. 
Make sure you 
have an escape 
plan and a way 
to link up with 

family members 
in case of an 
emergency.

Visit a place with 
water today—a 

river, beach or lake. 
Take photos or 

sketch on location.

Play catch with a 
friend. If you’re 
right handed, try 

catching with 
your left hand.

If you’re 
left-handed try 
catching with 

your right.

Brinton Turkle 
was awarded the 
Caldecott Honor 

in 1970. Ask at the 
library for one of 

his children’s 
books.

Make some paper 
airplanes today 

and fly them with 
a friend.

Line up chairs and 
imagine they are 

the seats of a 
rollercoaster. 

S'mores is a 
favorite campfire 
treat for everyone. 
Get your chocolate, 
Graham Crackers 
and marshmallows 

and make some 
S'mores today.

National Clown
Week

National
Lighthouse Day

National
Waffle Day

National S'Mores Day
Brinton Turkle’s

Birthday

National Park
Service established

in 1916

National
Aviation

Day

Purchase some 
wiggly eyes. 

Collect seedpods, 
pinecones, twigs, 
stones, shells and 
leaves. Add a pair 
of eyes to each to 
create fantastical 

insects. 

Can you make a 
difference in 

someone’s life by 
doing a good 
deed today?

Be An Angel
Day

Go online and 
research an 

invention you 
admire. Can you 

come up with your 
own invention?

Visit a national 
park near where 

you live. What are 
the sights there 
that are most 

striking to you?

Mix 3 cups of 
dried fruit, 2 cups 
of mixed nuts and 
1 cup of granola.

Make up your 
own bedtime 

story.

Go out for 
a long hike today. Place markers 

approximately 20 
feet apart. Time 

yourself to see how 
many times you 
can run from one 
marker to the next 

is 2 minutes.

National
Inventors
Month

National Trail
Mix Day

Roller Coaster
Day

Count the seeds 
in a slice of 
watermelon.

Clean out your 
backpack and get it 

ready for a great 
school year!

Gather the family 
for an evening of 

your favorite board 
or card games.

Gather the family 
for an evening of 

your favorite board 

Grab a 
banana and enjoy 
this fruit high in 

fiber and potassium.

Pour fruit juice 
into an ice cube 

tray. Insert a 
popsicle stick 
as it starts to 
freeze. When 

it’s completely 
frozen, enjoy 
this cool treat.

Smile Week

Make a collage of 
smiling faces using 
pictures from the 
newspaper and 

magazine.

Make your 
own ice cream 

sandwich today. 
Use chocolate, 

graham crackers, 
sprinkles and be 

creative.

Find an apple 
recipe. Ask an 

adult for help and 
make it for your 

family.

Make preparations 
for a summer yard 
sale. Take out the 

clothes and toys you 
no longer need and 
label with a price.

Laurent de 
Brunhoff’s 
birthday
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Page 4
What did Mary invent?
Windshield Wipers

Page 14
Draw a line from each goop name to 
that child’s fault.

Page 16
How many day until Franco has $6.00?
12 days

Coin Crack Up

What faults are described by these 
names?
Askalotte: Ask a lot
Xcitabelle: Exciteable
Badinskool: Bad in school
Fibius: Told lies

Page 7
What does Croix de Guerre mean?
War Cross

Page 6
Fido has sniffed out something burried 
under the sand.

A
B

C
D

E

F
G

HI
J

K
L

M
N

OP

Q
R S

T

Page 9
Lifesaver Letter
A Lifejacket
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P
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E
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U

R

Page 10
Which team won?

Page 11
Tattoo Twosome

Page 12

24        18

 Asleepnogo

 Inkafinga

 Nevashair

 Teeza

would notshare things

didn’t want

to go to bed

had dirty
hands

picked
on others
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You may not 
have heard…
that you can put a smile on a 
teacher’s face by sponsoring a 
classroom of Kid Scoop News 
readers for one year

Become a Kid Scoop News 
sponsor for only $125 and you “win” the opportunity to 
have your name placed in a special drawing.  On September 
1, 2015 the drawing will be held and one sponsor (it could 
be you!) will be selected to choose a classroom teacher who 
will be given a “Teacher, Take a Break” classroom gi� basket.  
Sponsorship is open to anyone interested in supporting 
literacy in our Siouxland region.  

Individual sponsorships provide a classroom subscription 
set for Kid Scoop News which is published monthly in 
conjunction with NIE Siouxland and the Sioux City Journal.  
Kid Scoop News is a syndicated children’s newspaper 
magazine that is �lled with pencil-grabbing games, puzzles, 
brain teasers and most importantly, showcases our own 
Siouxland student writing, art, and class projects.  Currently, 
more than 15 schools and 60 teachers integrate Kid Scoop 
News in the classroom across the Siouxland area.

Come join us in our community quest to encourage and 
promote literacy in classrooms across the region.  Current 
sponsors will be automatically included in the drawing.
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JEANETTE HOPKINS
NIE Coordinator
The Sioux City Journal
(712)293-4328
jhopkins@siouxcityjournal.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SIGN UP, PLEASE CALL

facebook.com/NIESiouxland
on the web NIESiouxland.com

Earth Day reminds us that taking care of the planet is everyone’s 

responsibility. Earth Savers Club for Kids shares childrens’ ideas 

for making our world a cleaner, healthier place!

How many 

times can you 

�nd the letters 

in the word 

EARTH on this 

page?

Find a buddy to do our

Bunny Buddies puzzles 

together. If it lo
oks easy, 

�nd somebunny younger. 

If it looks tough, �nd 

somebunny older!

Nutritious and delicious, bananas are 

one of the best-loved foods in the 

world for people of all ages.

Find out all about snails, make a snail motel or draw a 

circle and have a snail race!

During the 2015-16 school year Kid Scoop News Siouxland  and Claudia Hesse 
owner/baker at Sioux City’s fabulous Sugar Shack will be sponsoring a “Best in 
Class” Teacher of the Month contest.  Every day teachers inspire the minds and 
imaginations of young people, provide safe places for students to grow and play, 
and give students the skills and con�dence for the future. Celebrate those special 
people by nominating a teacher and including a short descriptive paragraph about 
“why” this teacher should be the “Best in Class” Teacher of the Month. Winning 
“teachers” will receive a special treat from Sugar Shack and a “basket of goodies” 
from Kid Scoop News Siouxland.
Complete the entry below and email, snail mail and/or bring it in.  A panel of 
judges will determine the best entry and award the “Best in Class” prize to the 
winning teacher. 

BEST IN CLASS ~ TEACHER OF THE MONTH 
NOMINATE YOUR TEACHER!

Teacher’s Name: ____________________________________________________

Nominated by: _____________________________________________________

School Attending: ___________________________________________________

Grade: ____________________________________________________________

Tell Us Why Your Teacher is Great!: _____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Return entry to:   Sugar Shack/Kid Scoop News Teacher of the Month
 
NIE Siouxland
515 Pavonia
Sioux City, Iowa  51102

Or Email it to us at:  
jhopkins@siouxcityjournal.com
nicole.schweitzberger@lee.net
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PARTNERSHIP IN EDUCATION
SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT

If you wish to become a sponsor TODAY please complete this form. 
Keep one copy for your records and RETURN the original to:

Kid Scoop News - NIE Siouxland
attn: Nicole Schweitzberger

PO Box 118, Sioux City, IA 51102
make checks payable to �e Sioux City Journal - NIE Siouxland

Business Name: _______________________________________________________________

Contact Person: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________________________________

Email:  ______________________________________________________________________

SELECTED PARTNERSHIP LEVEL

Silver Corporate     $1,000

Partner In Education   $250

Bronze Corporate         $500

Classroom   $125

Gold Corporate      $2,500

Benefactor                $5,000

�ank You for your support. Your contribution toward promoting literacy 
in our community is an investment in the future of the Siouxland area.

one community. 
one goal. 
one child at a time.

one community. one goal. one child at a time.

I LOVE IT BECAUSE YOU CAN SEE TOPICS FROM KIDS PERSPECTIVES AND STORIES ARE COOL 
AND I WOULDN’T KNOW ABOUT THESE THINGS WITHOUT KID SCOOP NEWS ~ MARA, AGE 11

I LIKE KID SCOOP NEWS BECAUSE YOU GET TO MEET NEW PEOPLE AND GET TO HEAR NEW 
STORIES, ABOUT THEM AND THEY ALL LOVE WHAT THEY ARE DOING. ~ ALEXIS, AGE 11

. I HAVE TO THANK YOU LADIES FOR DOING ALL OF THIS. I HAVE A STUDENT WHO REALLY 
STRUGGLES WITH WRITING, BUT FOR SOME REASON THE TOPIC THIS WEEK GRABBED HIS 
ATTENTION. HE WROTE THE MOST AMAZING ARTICLE ABOUT THE MILITARY, IT BROUGHT 

TEARS TO MY EYES! I AM SO PROUD OF HIM!
~ 3RD GRADE TEACHER AT HINTON

During the 2014-2015 school year our fourth grade (40) 
and �rst grade students (40) participated in Kid Scoop 
News. Students were given the opportunity to experience 
the application of literacy skills in the �eld of
journalism. Educational research shows skills used in real 
life situations are the skills used throughout a student’s 
life. Also, areas of high interest create engaged students 
resulting in increased learning.
During our participation in the program, students were 
instructed on the interview process and several writing 
projects. Our �rst graders interviewed their teacher and 
then wrote an article based on the information gained 
from their interview. During the use of Kid Scoop News, 
students were exposed to both the reading and writing
of informational text. Students enjoyed their time of 
instruction, creation and revising of their work, and seeing 
their work published so Akron-West�eld staff would like to 
offer our full support for the Kid Scoop News
program. Kid Scoop News is a program that offers our 
students an opportunity to gain and use their literacy skills 
outside of the classroom.

Sincerely,
TK-6 Principal
Akron-West�eld CSD

I am writing on behalf ofNIE Siouxland and the effect it has 
had in its very beginnings on the students in my school. I am the 
principal of Riverside Elementary. The publication, Kid Scoop 
News, is just one example of her commitment to the students of 
Sioux City.
Our students were given the opportunity to contribute to the 
May edition of the Kid Scoop News magazine. They had 
been given copies of the April edition and just loved it. It was 
�lled with timely articles about topics of great interest to them. 
They loved the contributions written by area students and the 
puzzles, activities, and craft ideas. They were very excited by 
the opportunity to become contributors for the May edition. At 
Riverside, we have begun a project that every student has been 
able to participate in. The Riverside School Community garden 
was planted this spring with potatoes, carrots, lettuce, peppers, 
radishes, and many other vegetables. The students chose to 
write an article about this project and submit it to the Kids 
Scoop News. Two �fth grade students interviewed me and other 
students about the garden. I think they did a fantastic job and 
when they saw their work published, they were ecstatic! It was 
such a rewarding feeling for them to see their hard work in print 
for all of Siouxland to read!
This publication supports all that we are trying to teach our 
students. It aligns well with the Common Core, which focuses on 
the skills students need to master at each grade level. It gives
them important information about our local area and the world. 
Most importantly, the majority of the publication is written by 
local students.
I am writing this letter to support the continuation of this 
wonderful publication and NIE Siouxland. It is truly a worthwhile 
project that makes a very genuine, positive impact on the
students in our schools!

Sincerely,
Principal, Riverside Elementary

NIE SIOUXLAND
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Classroom Sponsors
Tanworld & Lori Lee’s
Bruce & Jeanette Hopkins
United Bank of Iowa, Moville
Book People
Triview/Quality Telecommunications
KVLZ Custom Bailing, Climbing Hill
Akron Gold & Silver
Bluebird Springs Orchard - Akron
Deck Law

Paul & Tamme Saul
Yellow Rose Catering - Moville
Gretchen Gondek
Dr. Stee Maxwell
Helen Maxwell
Dr. Earl Maxwell 
Sterk Financial - Dakota Dunes
Granny Stitches
Friendship & Service Club, Akron, IA

Judie Uhlir
EFMC Inc.
Bill & Becky McKenney
Doug Harrold
Allan Wall
In Memory of Gene Windeshausen, 
Principal at Crescent Park & Bryant
In Memory of Amzia & Iva VanLaningham  
Rebo’s 

Bob & Sharon Kirschbaum
McClure Engineering
Lester A. Juon

Partners In Education
AFSCME Local 212
Anonymous Sponsor
Charlies 
Irwin Painting
Lilly Family Dentistry

Belle Touché
Convergys
Chesterman’s
Summit Dental

You!

Classroom subscriptions are delivered free of charge and rely primarily on sponsorships.  Currently, 
more than 1000 Siouxland students will be receiving the monthly magazine with many more waiting 
for sponsorships.  Be part of our literacy team! Contact one of the Kid Scoop News team members for 
information about business, organizational, and individual sponsorships.

This is a yearly sponsorship. All sponsorship levels have “extras” included. Sponsorships will be recognized on the back 
page of each monthly issue of Kid Scoop News and on the website at NIESiouxland.com. Sponsor today and know that 
children throughout Siouxland will be applauding!

JEANETTE HOPKINS
NIE Coordinator ~The Sioux City Journal

(712)293-4328
jhopkins@siouxcityjournal.com

facebook.com/NIESiouxland
on the web NIESiouxland.com

THANKS

YYoYoY uThank
from

Your  
Company Here

Become a sponsor of a classroom today! Sponsorship forms are on page 27


