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Find each 
snow�ake’s 
exact twin! Christmas Seals raise funds for �ghting asthma, 

bronchitis and other lung diseases. Find out how 
         these colorful holiday stamps got their start.

THE STORY OF
CHRISTMAS SEALS

A tale from over 100 years ago has become one 
of the most popular ballets enjoyed during the 
holiday season. Get the story in this issue!

THE NUTCRACKER

How do you use your sense of touch during the 
holiday season? Do you touch icy cold snow, 
warm mittens or crinkly wrapping paper?

Touch the Holidays
Find out why scientists 
are concerned about 

Earth’s protective layer.

Ozone
Long before clocks, people 

measured time by watching the 
moon, stars and planets.

Calendars
STARTING THE MORNING WITH KID 

SCOOP NEWS AND A CUP OF COCOA 

IN MS. OLSON’S ROOM AT RIVERSIDE 

ELEMENTARY.  
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WELCOME TO THE NINTH ISSUE OF KID SCOOP NEWS!

Ninth issue…do you believe it?  We are three quarters of a way through 
our first year!  So Happy Nine Month Anniversary to us!  At Kid Scoop 
News Siouxland we believe in some small way we are making a 
difference towards the advancement of literacy in the Siouxland region, 
specifically that of informational text.  We hope we are raising the 
awareness of the constant need for a community to work together towards 
building a future generation of readers and writers.  We appreciate all of 
the community members who have helped our feature reporters, teachers, 
and students towards creating submissions that will build their confidence 
and assist them in their life journeys ahead.  It is all about long term 
relationships and understanding whom you are…where you are from….
knowing a sense of place.
In this age of social media “blitzing”, it isn’t any wonder that there is 
now a #GivingTuesday.  On December 1, over 30,000 organizations 
worldwide will unite under a common purpose, and that is to simply 
give back. Created by the 92nd Street Y-a cultural center in New York 
City-and the United Nations Foundation, the “giving back” ideal will 
generate donations and gifts to organizations and individuals in need. 
(www.givingtuesday.org).The organizers decided that we have a day for 
being thankful, and two major days for finding those holiday deals…so 
we needed a day to remember “what it all is about”.  Kid Scoop News 
Siouxland has been featuring organizations and individuals where the 
concept of “giving back” is the daily mantra.  Siouxland is blessed to 
have so many individuals who touch lives, ignite change and give others 
a renewed sense of hope.  Since #GivingTuesday is December 1, we 
decided to have students respond to the idea of “giving back”…there are 
so many forms connected with giving, donations, volunteering, raising 
awareness, and it is all about making a difference.
This month, we visit with several individuals who make a difference in 
young lives every day: Stephanie Small, a clinical dietitian at Mercy, Jay 
Varaday, Head Coach of the Musketeers, and Val Peterson, Outreach 
Director at the LaunchPAD Children’s Museum.  The teachers, parents and 
others who work with children on a daily basis know how much it means 
to a child to simply have one adult who believes in him/her…just one 
individual who will take the time to share, listen, demonstrate, read…to us, 
the ultimate in giving, is giving your time to that child.
The very best of this season to you all…
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Kid Scoop News young 
reporter Jaret Bosarge 
is a 5th grader at Corona 
Creek Elementary School 
in Petaluma, Calif. 

He plays football and his 
favorite subjects are art 
and math.

             n October 1, at the Charles M. Schulz   
               Museum in Santa Rosa, Calif., the   
 official dedication ceremony unveiled the 
new Charlie Brown Christmas Forever Stamps. 
They are based on the classic 1965 TV special, 
A Charlie Brown Christmas – one of the most 
popular holiday specials of all time. I was at the 
ceremony, along with Postmaster General Megan 
Brennan, Schulz’s family members, the Emmy 
award-winning Executive Producer of the 
classic show, Lee Mendelson, and many others, 
including my favorite – Snoopy! The stamps are 
available now at your local post office.

    
 

The Peanuts Movie 
will be released in 
theatres this month. 
But on October 3, 
members of Blue Sky 
Studios and 20th 
Century Fox offered 
a special treat. The 
movie’s director and 
animator shared the 
joys and struggles of 
making the new 
movie. They showed clips of the movie and told 
fascinating stories about the process they used in 
the making of the movie.  

The movie was the dream of Craig, Charles 
Schulz’s son. The production crew had full 
access to the museum, including all of Schulz’s 
comic strips and animated specials. One goal for 
the movie was to “find the pen line,” like in the 
hand-drawn comic strips, where the ink line goes 
from thick to thin and the lines are not perfectly 
straight. Charlie Brown’s collars were always 
wrinkled and uneven. Computers make things 
symmetrical with straight lines and perfect 
circles.
    
Over 100 animators were trained, at what they 
referred to as Van Pelt University (in honor of 
Peanuts character Lucy Van Pelt). For three 
weeks, they watched the specials, studied 

the comics, and made a connection with the 
characters.

Mark Bruno, the head of animation, shared some 
of the greatest challenges his team faced. One 
was that Charles Schulz only drew Charlie 
Brown’s head from certain angles (no back 
angles). But for 3D-animation there has to be a 
back to Charlie Brown’s head. 
 
When looking at Charlie Brown’s ears and nose, 
animators realized Schulz used a different 
placement of facial features when drawing 
Charlie Brown from the side than when he drew 
them from the front. So the animators made 
multiple heads to use for different angles. Charlie 
Brown had to be perfect. From every angle, he 
had to be the Charlie Brown that we all know. 

The Peanuts Movie wouldn’t have been the same 
without the help of Charles Schulz’s wife, Jean. 
She created the Schulz Museum and access to 
her late husband’s work made the job of the 
production crew so much easier. 

After the presentation, I was able to ask if they 
had started thinking about another Peanuts 
movie. They laughed 
and said that the ink 
was barely dry on 
this one!

By Jaret Bosarge
KID SCOOP NEWS YOUNG REPORTER
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One stormy December night in 1903, a mail carrier named Elinar 
Holboell was working late in a small post office just outside of 
Copenhagen, Denmark.

Glancing out the window, he noticed two children dressed in 
rags. As he went back to his work sorting the happy holiday 
cards, he was troubled by the sight of hungry and cold children.

Suddenly he had an idea. Suppose that every letter carried an 
extra stamp, and the money from these stamps helped 
unfortunate children.

In 1904, Elinar and his fellow postal workers 
created a special stamp to help children. It had a 
picture of the Queen of Denmark, Queen Louise. 
The Danes bought four million seals that first year. 
The funds were used to build hospitals for children 
with tuberculosis (TB). At that time, TB was the 
leading cause of death.

Denmark’s neighbors, Norway and Sweden, saw 
what a great power the people could be, and in 
1905 they started selling Christmas Seals.

But when an American woman wanted to use 
Christmas Seals to save a small hospital in 
Delaware, she ran into problems. The post office 
would not let its workers sell the seals.

When a young newspaper writer saw the seals, he 
told his boss, “Just look—a penny apiece—within 
everyone’s reach—think how they’ll carry the 
news of what people can do for themselves—what 
a slogan, STAMP OUT TUBERCULOSIS!”

The newspaper told the story and sold the seals at 
their front counter. The first day the stamps went 
on sale, a little newsboy who was too small to see 
over the counter came in and, reaching up with a 
penny, said, “Gimme one. Me sister’s got it.”

Soon, countries around the world started selling 
Christmas Seals to help people with TB. Today, TB 
is not the threat that it was 60 years ago. But there 
is still a need for help. Today the money from the 
sale of Christmas Seals helps people with asthma, 
bronchitis and other diseases of the lungs.

Draw a line from each envelope to the box it should go in. 
Unscramble the names of the cities on the map. Then draw a 
line from each box of mail to that city’s location on the map.

®
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Special Holiday Writings
The holidays are almost here, and one of my favorite 
family traditions is picking out my Christmas tree.  In 
fact, my family gets to help sell those Christmas trees 
at my grandparents’ farm every year!  Country Pines 
Christmas Tree Farm, located just outside of Marcus, 
Iowa grows 4,000 trees every year.
The have five acres of land, perfect for finding your 
special Christmas tree.  They also sell wreaths with 
homemade bows, ornaments, baskets, and delicious 
jams.  There is always hot apple cider and candy 
canes waiting for you after you pick out your tree.  I 
love doing this with my family every year.  The feeling 
of hard work and knowing that you made someone’s 
Christmas that much better pays off!  Check out:  
www.countrypinestreefarm.com
Kennedy Bork  Mater Dei Grade 8

During the Holiday Season it is important to be 
honest…telling the truth…good behavior… (As it is 
during the rest of the year!)  These 4th Grade students 
from Leeds Elementary remind us a little of those 
special holiday behaviors and to keep in mind..it’s 
always better to “tell the truth.”

It is good to tell the truth because if you don’t you think 
you got away with it but you didn’t because the next 
time you lie and keep on lying, people get suspicious.  
It is embarrassing when you lie and get caught, so 
always tell the truth.    
Kiara  Leeds   Grade 4

The reason you need to tell the truth is because people 
will believe you if you are honest.  If you don’t tell the 

truth then people don’t believe you even if you tell the 
truth.  Don’t lie it’s not healthy it can cause a lot of 
stress.  Also, if you lie then you have to keep on lying 
and then you forget who you lied to and what you lied 
about.    
Jesstina  Leeds  Grade 4

It is important to tell the truth because if you tell a lie 
you have to build more lies over it and nobody will 
believe you.  You’ll have to earn back the person/s 
you lied to trust.  Kailynn

If you do not tell the truth and somebody finds out, 
you’re in trouble!  They may not trust you anymore.  
Oh No!  That is why I always tell the truth.  Not telling 
the truth can get you into deeper trouble.  Always tell 
the TRUTH!    
Grace   Leeds   Grade 4

Telling the truth is a good thing because if you don’t 
you might get in trouble by lying.  Don’t ever lie 
because some people may tell other people that you 
lie and other people will tell other people and before 
you know it every knows you lie.  That’s why you 
should always tell the truth.
Kendall   Leeds  Grade 4

Christmas is one of the best times of the year.  You’re 
surrounded by family, all of that delicious food, and 
who can forget the presents!  At my Christmas, my 
mom the amazing cook, always makes the best food.  
She cooks turkey, ham, cookies and a lot more!
One thing that my family and I do every year is to 

decorate the Christmas tree together.  It always takes 
a long time to decorate it, but when it’s all done, it’s 
one of the prettiest things ever.  Another thing that we 
do is to hide a special ornament inside the tree.  The 
person who finds the ornament gets an extra mystery 
present.  The holidays are a blast.  Spending time with 
your family, the presents, the food…it doesn’t get much 
better than that.
Drew Topf Mater Dei  Grade 8

My show choir, Show Stoppers, consists of more than 
30 people.  They made up this group around two 
years ago.  We’ve been practicing for more than two 
months.  Every Thursday, we practice for two hours 
a day.  We have had so much fun and really have 
gotten to know each other.
Our first show was on November 8.  We did two 
songs, Sing, Sing, Sing and The House is a Rockin’ 
for the first show.  It was performed at Heelan High 
School.  We plan on doing four more shows.  We will 
be doing a show in Disney World, the best amusement 
park!  We get to stay at Disney World for 4 days.
Ronny Vogt Mater Dei  Grade 8
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I K N O

R S U Y

Some organs play 
music. But not the 

organs in your 
body. Your body 

has parts that have 
special jobs. These 
are called organs. 
What is the largest 

organ in your 
body? Use the 

code to find out!

What kinds of things do you touch and feel during the holidays?

Standards Link: Life Science: The human body has structures that serve
different functions in survival.

Your skin is full of

Can you feel things when your eyes are closed? 
Give it a try. How does your body feel things? 

With a special sense: the sense of touch!

Our senses let us explore and enjoy the world 
around us. Our eyes help us to see, our ears 
help us to hear, our tongue helps us to taste, 
our nose to smell. Our skin is the body organ 

that helps us feel things.

Receptor cells aren’t anything 
scary. They are little cells 

inside your skin that feel different things like heat, cold, 
heavy pressure, light pressure, pain and itching. Without 
receptors, you could leave your hand in a flame and not know 

you were burning! Now that is scary!

Each receptor cell 
sends messages to the 

brain along the 
nerves.
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There are touch receptors all over your
skin. In some places there are lots of them,
close together. In other places, the
receptors are farther apart. Where you
have more receptors close together, your
skin is more sensitive. Where do you think
you have the most receptors?

Cross out every other letter on each line
below to reveal the answer.

Can you find the matching objects above? Draw
a line to connect the objects that match.
Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: follow one-step directions.

Special Holiday Writings

Reindeer
Yuletider
Love
In-laws
Elf
Rylie C.

Ryder
Yule
December
Elves
Reindeer
Ryder O.

Winter
Yule
Angel
Toys
Tinsel
Wyatt S.

Freezing
Ornaments
Ring

Eggnog
Snow
Tinsel
Forest D.

Noel
Ornament
Angel
Holiday
Noah R.

Jingle
Angel
December
Elf
Jade M.

Kringle
Angel
Ring
Toys
Earmuffs
Reindeer
Karter M.

Winter
Yule
Angel
Tree
Tinsel
Wyatt H.

Milk
Angel
Dolls
Elf
Excited
Madee K.

Kringle
Yule
Reindeer
Icicles
Noel
Kyrin C.

Elves
Merry

Evergreen
Reindeer
Snow
Ornaments
Noel
Emerson A.

Presents
Angel
Toys
Ring
In-laws
Christmas
Kringle
Patrick K.

Jolly
Eggnog
Snow
Santa
Evergreen
Jesse R.

Bells
Ring
Angel
Yuletide
December
Ornaments
Noel
Braydon F.

Angel
Yule
Decorate
Evergreen
Noel
Ayden B.

Merry
Elf
Angel
Gift
Arctic
Noel
Meagan S.

Kringle
Ornaments
Nutcracker
Nativity
Elves
Ring
Konner C.

Mistletoe
Reindeer
Santa
Believe
Angel
Receive
Rejoice
Yuletide
Mrs. Barry

Kringle
Angel
Rooftop
Love
Karl B.

Myrrh
Snowflake
Kiss
Angelic
Tinsel
Icicles
Enchanted
Ms. Katie

D  elightful
E legant
C hirstmas
E xciting
M erry
B right
E xcellent
R inging Bells
Mykenna B.      
Clark Elementary      5th Grade

W indy
I   n the cold snow
N  umb ear lobes
T  aking snow balls and throwing 
them
E  ating marshmallow’s and 
drinking hot chocolate
R  olling up in a big blanket and 
sleeping in
Andrew Rosenholtz        
Clark Elementary    5th Grade
C hrist
H aving fun
R unning in snow
I  love presents
S anta
T urkey
M ore and more presents
A ll the lights
S avoring the day
Saylor Bauermeister         
Clark Elementary    5th Grade

D  ecorating the tree
E  xpecting presents
C  hristmas
E  xpecting Mia (my cat) to climb 
in the tree again
M  e opening presents
B  eing ready for presents 
E  ating
R eady to wrap gifts for people
Kristina J.    
Clark Elementary     5th grade

C hattering with your family.
H aving the greatest times.
R esting by the fire.
I  t’s the most wonderful time of 
the year.  
S  anta comes with his reindeer.
T  hanks for a great times.
M  om, Dad, Grandma, 
Grandpa, Cousins, Aunts, Uncles  
A  lso, getting and giving  
presents. 
S  inging Christmas carols.
Jillian D.          
Clark Elementary      5th Grade

Ms. Barry’s 2nd Grade students from Missouri Valley sent 
us some acrostic poems that share the magic of the holiday 
season.  If you look carefully, you’ll find their names are 
formed by using the first letter of each word in the poem.
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A: During the Antarctic summer, sunlight causes 
chemical reactions in the cold air trapped over the 
South Pole. 

Man-made chemicals called chlorofluorocarbons 
(CFCs) and halons are contributing to the hole in the 
ozone layer. These chemicals, in sunlight, attack and 
destroy ozone.
 
CFCs are used in aerosol sprays, refrigerators, air 
conditioners and other products.

Scientists have discovered that there is a hole in the ozone located over 
Antarctica and its surrounding ocean. What does it all mean?

A: No. Our sun sends out different kinds of rays. Some rays are 
heat rays and others, like ultra-violet, are light rays. Light alone 
can’t melt ice.

A: The ozone is a 
layer of the 

atmosphere that 
blocks ultra-violet 

sun rays from 
making it to the 

surface of the earth.

Ultra-violet rays can cause skin _____. People with all skin 
types need to wear _________, even if they don’t live in 
Antarctica. Our atmosphere has lost ozone all around the 
_______. Most of the loss is over Antarctica, but there is some 
loss just about everywhere.

Too much ultra-violet radiation also ______ small plants and 
animals, such as ________. Larger animals need to eat the small 
plants and animals to ________. So if the little guys go, the big 
animals will have trouble surviving. Scientists warn us that too 
much ultra-violet radiation can cause some really ___ problems.

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS IN THE KINGSLEY-
PIERSON SCHOOL DISTRICT RECENTLY 

ENJOYED AN OUTDOOR LEARNING EXPERIENCE.  
OUTDOOR EDUCATION PROVIDES OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR STUDENTS TO DEVELOP LEADERSHIP 

AND ENVIRONMENTAL KNOWLEDGE AS WELL 
AS HANDS ON CRITICAL THINKING 

STRATEGIES.  KUDOS TO KINGSLEY-
PIERSON FOR CELEBRATING 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION.
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.

   n 1987, representatives of countries from around the world
     met in Montreal, Canada, and made an agreement to stop 
using chemicals that cause ozone to disappear from our 
atmosphere. The agreement, called the Montreal Protocol, 
seems to be working. Ozone is not disappearing as fast as it 
was 25 years ago. 

To find out what year scientists think that the atmosphere will 
have all of its ozone back, color all the odd-numbered 
squares blue and the even-numbered squares orange.
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Standards Link: Earth Science: Students know the role of the ozone layer and the way in 
which this layer varies in response to human activities.

I

3 1 9 7 9 7 1 7 5 5 3 7644
2 6 5 9 6 3 9 2 8 9 4 9468
3 9 7 1 2 9 9 9 9 9 6 9826
1 4 8 3 8 7 6 4 9 9 2 9282
5 6 2 5 4 5 4 2 9 9 8 9466
9 5 7 9 3 1 9 9 9 9 9 9828

Food Detectives:  Ms. Siepker’s Fantastic 
First Grade Farm to Table Insights!  Lawton-
Bronson Elementary School
     
The adventures in farm to table continued in Ms. 
Siepker’s room during November.  Some of our 
adventures included learning more about sunflowers, 
beef cattle, pumpkins and turkeys. Melissa Nelson, 
Bailey McKenna and Haley Williams did an activity that 
not only showed us the differences between beef and 
dairy cows, but also allowed us to work together and 
use our math skills!
We are integrating our writing and detective skills.  
These are some of the sentences that the students wrote 
to demonstrate what they learned:

Hunter B. did a comparison chart.  Beef cows:  

shampoo, lipstick, footballs and make-
up(These are by-products of a beef cow.)  
Dairy cows:  milk, cheese, flour(Oops!), 
udders, baby calves
Joshua B.:  Dairy cows give us milk.  They are 
helpful.  They moo.
     
Before parent Mary B. brought in pumpkins 
for us to decorate, we explored the life cycle 
of the pumpkin.  As part of our learning, we 
were able to sample pumpkin seeds!  Several 
days later, Mary came to school with the 
back of her vehicle filled with pumpkins!  We 
went outside and were able to choose our 
own pumpkin to decorate!  Mary brought in 
2 different varieties of pumpkins.  She had 
brought in flatso and Baby Pam pumpkins.  
We learned that one variety of pumpkin is 
used to make pumpkin pie and the other 
is for carving jack ‘o lanterns.  Mary told 
us about the flowers that grew on the vine 
of the pumpkin plant and how the flowers 
are used for pollination.  She said that they 
have a neighbor who has honeybees and 
the honeybees visit their flowers quite often.  
Mary’s family also plants polar bears, which 
are white pumpkins.  We had a great time 
decorating two pumpkins and each student 
took them home.
Several days later the students listened to the 
story “Spookley”.  They were so concerned 
when the pumpkins were falling into the water 
at the end of the story.  This led to a sink/
float experiment with our pumpkins.  Most 
of the students were surprised when our 
pumpkin floated!  Since the students were so 
surprised, they tried a larger pumpkin and it 
also floated!  Through a simple, unexpected 
science experiment, the students were able to 
learn about density!  
One day Farmer Dan surprised us by visiting 
our room and bringing 2 stalks of corn with 
him.  Farmer Dan was taking a break from 
5 hours of combining his corn field.  He 
showed us the parts of the corn stalk and told 
us how the silk pollinated the corn.  He also 
told us that the rows of corn on a corn cob 
are always an even number!  How amazing!  
Farmer Dan also brought in some shelled corn 

and the students used it later that week to play Bingo.  
He also explained how some of his fields are no till and 
others have cover crops.  The detectives knew about 
cover crops because of their school garden.
Melissa Nelson, our Siouxland Ag in the Classroom 
teacher, visited and talked about poultry.  She read a 
book called “My Family’s Farm” which was written by a 
central Iowa turkey farmer.  They raise 60,000 turkeys 
a year!  They have 20,000 turkeys in each of their 3 
barns.  The turkeys are fed corn and beans twice 
a day.  Melissa brought in two life-sized turkeys so 
that the students could see the size of the tom and 
the hen.
Here are some facts that the detectives wrote in 
their turkey stories:

Leo S.:    The boys are big 
and the girls are small.
Trinity P.:  They lay eggs.
Josie Z.:   Turkeys can gobble.  Boy turkeys are called 
toms and girl turkeys are called hens.
Natalie M.:      The tom has more feathers than the hen.
 
Melissa also shared these facts with the detectives:
*Turkeys eat a bushel of food in their lifetime.  A bushel 
is equal to a laundry basket.
*There are 11 million turkeys raised in Iowa.
*Iowa turkeys are made into lunchmeat for Subway and 
Jimmy John’s.
*Poultry is any bird which lays eggs and we eat the 
meat.  Some examples of poultry are:  quail, chicken, 
turkeys, geese and ducks.
*For a long time, the Pilgrims thought that turkeys were 
peacocks.
A group of students spent some time in the garden 
pulling the sunflowers.  They brought in the heads of the 
sunflowers and enjoyed harvesting the seeds.  The seeds 
will be used to feed our winter birds.
 When the November 4th issue of the Sioux City Journal 
was handed out, Brody S. looked at the pictures of the 
food items on the front and said, “Farmer Dan.”  He 
noticed the picture of the roast and knew that it came 
from a beef cow!  Good observation, Brody! 
Ms. Siepker’s class hopes that you are enjoying their 
adventures in learning how food gets to the table!  Have 
a great Thanksgiving!   

Kid Scoop News Siouxland loves how Ms. Siepker integrates 
so many different content areas together to make incredibly 
meaningful lessons.  We have all learned so very much 
about where our food comes from as well as the connections 
to so many other products.  Our favorite part has been the 
connection to pollination and the importance of pollination 
to our food sources.  There are so many connections 
here to other articles we have had in the magazine….Tim 
Christensen’s Bee Hives…Autumn Orchard…Sioux Honey 
Association…and many others.  Without understanding where 
we get our food and the importance of all of the connections, 
we could never appreciate nature, our farmers and orchard 
growers, and all of the others who help to keep us healthy!  
Thank you, Ms. Siepker’s class for doing such a great job!
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.

Standards Link: Visual discrimination: Find similarities and differences in common objects.

NUTCRACKER
MOUSE
BALLET
TOYS
SOLDIER
CLARA
PLUM
SUGAR
FAIRY
CLOCK
TREE
PARTY
KING
ARMY
GRABS
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The Nutcracker takes Clara on a fantastic journey, which ends 
at the Sugar Plum Fairy’s palace in the Land of Sweets.

It’s simple!
Your locally-owned car store is proud to support
Siouxland Newspapers In Education and Kids Scoop News.

SIOUX CITY

3601 Singing Hills Blvd. & 2001 E. 6th St., Sioux City • SiouxCityFord.com • 712-277-8420
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Standards Link: Reading Comprehension:
Follow the sequence of events in a story.

Use the code to discover
what Clara used.

In a small village, guests are arriving for a 
Christmas Eve party at the home of Dr. and Mrs. 

Stahlbaum and their children, Clara and Fritz.

Clara’s godfather, Herr Drosselmeyer, brings 
toys for all the children.It started as a story called “The Nutcracker and the Mouse King.” A little 

more than 100 years ago, this beloved tale was made into a ballet called “The 
Nutcracker.” It has become one of the most popular ballets.

Herr Drosselmeyer brings a special gift
for Clara—a nutcracker in the shape of a 
soldier. Her brother, Fritz, wants the 
nutcracker, grabs it and breaks it.

Help Herr Drosselmeyer fix the 
nutcracker.
Draw the nutcracker’s missing arm
and leg, then color them.

That night, an excited Clara cannot 
sleep. She sneaks downstairs to
be with her new nutcracker doll.
As the clock strikes
midnight, strange
things begin to
happen …

The Christmas tree
grows to an enormous
size and a great battle
begins between the
Mouse King and the
Nutcracker, who comes
to life to lead an army
of toy soldiers.
Clara uses her
                         to kill
the Mouse King and
save the Nutcracker’s life.
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What is a Christmas tree called 
in Germany? To find out, make a 

three-letter word in each row 
using the clues for help.

Then, read the middle row 
vertically to discover the answer.

                                                                            The five little penguins want to fly but they’ll need 
your help. Below each penguin is a word. Using the letters in that word, make as many words as 
you can. Write them on the lines below and for each word you make, color a square above the 
penguin. Which penquin will fly the highest?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

What you did to dinner.
You wipe your feet on this.
Less than two.
Ruins picnics.
Makes honey.
It’s in a pen.
When water moves away.
You hit a baseball with this.
You take a bath in it.
A large, flightless bird.

HINTS:
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Recently, the Bishop Heelan Catholic Schools Life Team 
enjoyed some exercise by walking for the Community 
Action Agency of Siouxland’s annual CROP Walk.  All 
were asked to bring a canned food item to donate and 
those donations went to support the George J. Williams 
Memorial Food Bank at the Community Action Agency 
of Siouxland.  All funds raised by BHCS Life Team were 
designated to Catholic Relief Services.  Mater Dei 6th 
Grade student, Michael Wilmes was one of those who 
participated and this is what he had to say:

The Walk
We walked with canned foods for LIFE team. We gave 
canned foods to the those who needed them.  We got 
popcorn and water, too.  It was warm, yellow, and 
delicious.  It was good!  We walked back to the church.  
It makes me feel good to help.
Michael Wilmes
LIFE Team
If you are on the LIFE team, you help people out!  Middle 
school students from Mater
Dei, Blessed Sacrament, and Sacred Heart do these 
activities together.  Ms. Tebbe is the teacher in charge.  
She said to us, “There are many important activities 
coming up for the LIFE team.  We are invited to walk 
in the Holiday Lighted Parade where we will shop for 
Christmas gifts for Community Action Agency and they 
will deliver the gifts! “  We have a lot of fun putting our 
faith into action through the LIFE Team activities.
Michael Wilmes

SKIP Trip
Isaac Roerig  MaterDei-Nativity  
At BHCS, we had just participated in a yearly tradition, 
known as the SKIP Trip! We had just walked out of school 
and were saying a final prayer when we got in our vans 
and took off! The SKIP Trip had officially begun! SKIP is 
an acronym that stands for Sisters and Kids In Partnership. 
This trip takes place in Dubuque, so that means we have 
to drive there. It takes five hours to get there, and it was 
a very long ride. When we got to Dubuque, we drove to 
a church/religious center called St. John’s Placid, where 
we were going to stay. We unpacked our cars and then 
left to go to McDonalds for supper. For supper, I got two 
McChickens and a chocolate shake. After that, we went 
bowling at Cherry Lanes, a bowling alley in Dubuque. I 
scored 72, with bumpers. We then returned to St. John’s 
Placid and showered and went to bed. That was just the 
beginning of an amazing trip!
The next morning, we woke up and got to work. We were 
separated into two groups and each group went to a 
different convent in Dubuque. My group pulled a bunch 
of plants in the sisters’ gardens. After that, we went inside 
and ate muffins with one of the sisters. We had lunch after 
that. We had hot dogs and chips. We then combined 
all of our groups and went to one convent to play bingo 
with a bunch of sisters. Next, we went to Mass at St. 
Joe the Worker. After that, we had Little Caesars pizza 
for supper. After supper we went to Dubuque’s famous 
Haunted House. Ryan, Michael, Collin, Zach, and I all 
went together through the Haunted House. It was very 
scary! We then returned to St. John’s Placid and went to 
sleep. The next morning, we got up and immediately had 
to start cleaning up. We left at 7am. This was a great 
experience that I will never forget!   

I would give back by having a fundraiser for sick dogs.  I 
would sell popcorn, candy, food and dishes.  I would buy 
the medicine needed with the money.
Jersie C. Crescent Park  Grade 4

I would give back by giving food to kids who do not 
have money.  I would do fundraisers and help kids who 
are really sick and have cancer.  I would volunteer for 
anything.
Beily C.  Crescent Park  Grade 4
I would give back by giving money for the people who 
really need things like shoes, socks, shirts, pants, jeans, 
gloves, warm hats, sweaters, water, and food.    I would 
give them what they need!   
Juan A.  Crescent Park  Grade 4
It all started with my teacher Mrs. Cunningham.  We were 
reading a paragraph from reading class and she said, “A 
lot of kids around the world can’t afford all the things we 
have.”  After we were done with Social Studies I grabbed 
a paper and started writing all my ideas down.  I decided 
to raise money for kids in Africa who don’t have food.  It 
started with just a few pennies and nickels, but it went 
a long way in the end.  In a few weeks, my class was 
hitting it big!  Just my class made $50.  It was a big deal 
to my classmates and me.  I started typing up letters for 
each and every class to hand out buckets and put their 
donations in.  We decided then, to take it to our food 
bank and they said we should use it for the backpack 
program.  All in all, we raised $200…those pennies went 
a long way!
Maya A.  Crescent Park  Grade 5

My idea is that you can donate your old toys to the 
Goodwill.  Give them to those who need them.  You could 
give food by having a table in your front yard…then make 
a sign saying, “Donate for lives.”
Brynn M. Crescent Park  Grade 5
I would go to the hospital and give kids who have cancer 
toys and games to play with…I think the world would be 
a better place if we did that.
Michael B. Crescent Park  Grade 5
In school we do a fundraiser called “Jump Rope for Life.”  
We sold shirts and jumped rope for the kids who have 
heart problems.  
Maddox B. Crescent Park  Grade 5
I would make a commercial for animals.  I would help 
find homes for them and give them collars and food, 
especially for abandoned dogs.
Kellesse H. Crescent Park  Grade 5
I could “give back” by having a fundraiser for cancer 
patients.  You can have a fundraiser by raising money.  I’ll 
explain.  First, if you are a little kid, you need an adult.  
Next, if you happen to have an old lemonade stand you 
could use it, or make a new one.  Get a pink or white 
piece of paper.  You need an adult and some sort of 
food.  You can sell it for as much as you want.  Give the 
money to Children’s Hospital or another hospital.
Anahi M  Crescent Park  Grade  5

“Giving Tuesday”
At my school, Clark Elementary, we do something called 
“The Giving Tree”. Throughout the month of December, 
there will be a Christmas tree in the front room of our 
school, and we are free to bring mittens, gloves, hats, 
jackets/coats, and canned food items. They are for 
children who may not have all of the stuff we have. 
We call it “The Giving Tree” because we give to kids or 
families who don’t have all of the stuff we have.
Niamh C.     Clark Elementary             5th Grade
Giving Tuesday is something that you should truly consider 
and not just on this day of December. People all around 

you give you things like clothing, food, beverages, gifts, 
books, education, love, etc. This is your chance to give 
back to those all around you!
Here are some ideas to think about before you give back, 
to people around you, or everywhere!
Tell someone you love them, by giving them a kiss or hug 
or simply just by saying it out loud!
You could go to Goodwill and get clothing or a piece of 
clothing that might fit their style!
You could talk to your family about getting some canned 
food to donate to the food pantry for a Christmas meal!
You could go to a local book store, Goodwill, or Salvation 
Army and get some books that might interest some of the 
people you plan to give things out to.
You could give anything from toys to really anything!!
You could volunteer at a local soup kitchen for Christmas.
 Remember these are only a few options for things to do 
for Give Back Tuesday it is all about doing something to 
help others. These options could be for any day of the 
year, also. 
Rachel Noble      Clark Elementary Grade 5
Here at Clark Elementary we do the ‘’ Giving Tree. ‘’ This 
is a tree that whatever people bring for the Food Bank of 
Sioux City, we 5th graders get to bring to the food bank. 
A lot of people bring things like soup, beans, hats, gloves, 
cereal, and scarves. I have had other 5th graders come 
and 
Carlie Benton     Clark Elementary        Grade 5
I will make a donation to a charity. The donation will be 
giving clothes and money. I can do a lemonade stand, 
then all of the money I get paid I’ll give to a charity. The 
way I am going to give clothes is that every time my 
clothes get too small, I’ll give it to charity. That is what I’ll 
do.
Jared H.  Hinton  Grade 3
Once I was in 2nd grade and we made bags in art to 
store people with cancer’s medicine. We gave it to the 
people that had cancer. We decorated the bags. I did a 
Pink Cancer Ribbon. I hope it got to someone who really 
needed it. I hope whoever got it loved it!
Carlton T.  Hinton  Grade 3
One day, I was at school when my grandma picked 
me up and she told me about my older brother having 
surgery. He had his appendix taken out. The next day I 
went to my mom’s house. He was hurting so bad, that he 
couldn’t get out of bed. The next day I tried to take care 
of him. He could barely walk. I did his chores for him and 
made him a get-well card.   
Michael L.  Hinton  Grade 3
You can be a donor by giving a donation or by selling 
things you don’t need. Keep the money, don’t use it on 
toys, and give it to help people who don’t have a lot of 
money to get food. Be a good person. Be a good donor. 
Giving back means that for people who don’t have a lot 
of food or money, we can do fundraisers and help those 
people. You are helping people who maybe haven’t eaten 
for days. My school does a food drive for people who 
don’t have a lot of food. Give back! Be a donor!
Natalie N.  Hinton  Grade 3
Once I was in Prep/CCD and we made the cards for the 
people in nursing homes. I hope their faces lit up when 
they got them. I think it was a great way to give back 
and give hope. There were a lot of cards, so I hope each 
person got one!
Kyle L.   Hinton  Grade 3

PAYING IT FORWARD
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Paying it Forward…
My uncle had cancer, so we had a banquet. A banquet is 
an event where people buy or make stuff and they bring 
it to an auction. People bid on it, and they say, “I’ll give 
$100 for this purse.” Then the highest bidder would get 
the purse. Then all of that money that they got from that 
bidder would go to my uncle. That money would help him 
buy medicine, because medicine is very expensive. So 
the way I helped was that I bid $200 for a suitcase full of 
markers and all kinds of art supplies!
Crayten s.  Hinton  Grade 3
When I was in art, we made a bag that can cover a 
medicine bag. This was so that patients don’t have to look 
at it. When they are ready or waiting to have surgery, 
there is something pretty to look at. 
Cooper N.  Hinton  Grade 3
I gave back by making bags for a hospital, so the people 
who have cancer do not have to look at their medicine. 
The whole school made them. We decorated the bags 
with kind words and drawings that would make someone 
happy. We tried to make them look very nice. Next, we 
sent them and our art teachers said that they all thought 
they were very, very nice. We have made them every 
single year since then. It was really fun knowing that I 
helped someone with cancer. 
Kaylee B.  Hinton  Grade 3
Once I went to my Ga-Ga’s and I asked for some 
chocolate chips to make chocolate marshmallows with 
sprinkles. She said, “Yes, I do. Here you go.” I said, 
“Thank you.” So then I made chocolate marshmallows 
with sprinkles. The next day, I rang grandma’s doorbell. 
She opened the door and said, “Hello, Cambree. What 
brings you here?”  “I want to give you something, since 
you gave me something. I will give you a picture of my 
family, so when you feel sad you can look at it. It will 
make you feel better when you feel lonely.” She said, 
“Thank you! This is so wonderful!”
Cambree S.  Hinton  Grade 3
My mom donated some of my clothes to Goodwill that 
I could not longer wear. This will help so that kids that 
haven’t got many clothes can get them for cheaper price. 
Jacob S.  Hinton  Grade 3

I have donated a lot. I donate my toys and stuffed 
animals. Right now at school, we are doing a food drive. 
We also colored paper bags in art for the nursing home. 
When it is my mom’s birthday, I bring her coffee in bed. 
Also, I went with my grandma to a fundraiser to sell hats, 
mittens, shoes, and coats. Then at the end, they all got hot 
chocolate. I think everybody should do that!
Hannah P.  Hinton  Grade 3
This year I want to have a fundraiser for kids that don’t 
have things like clothes. I want to raise money for kids so 
they can get what they want and need, like a home and 
place to live with their mother and father. If I give money, 
they can buy food, clothes and a home. 
Kenzie   Hinton  Grade 3
One time I donated $100 to Mercy to help the sick 
people. It helped a lot of people with cancer. It helped 
my great-grandma get better and other people, too. I felt 
good for the people that I helped. Other people helped, 
too. Many people got well and everybody felt good.  
Another thing I did was make bags that we colored and 
gave to people with cancer.
Tyler C.   Hinton  Grade 3

I would volunteer to work with younger kids and help 
spell words, so they can spell them correctly. I could 
volunteer to help young children that are in kindergarten.
Mikayla B.  Hinton  Grade 3
Once last year, I wasn’t using something so my mom said, 
“If you are going to use it, then use it. If you don’t want it, 
let’s donate it to Goodwill.” So that’s what we did. It was 
fun going there. Then I told my mom that I want to help 
the community and help people with cancer. So we did 
by donating stuff to help.
Carson S.  Hinton  Grade 3
When I was in 2nd grade we made paper bag medicine 
covers. Cancer patients could look at them. Then they 
won’t have to look at the medicine and think they’re sick.
Gabriella F.  Hinton  Grade 3
I have donated clothes and toys. You can donate by 
going in and donating clothes and toys, and it goes to 
people who don’t have that much money. You can also 
tell your friends to donate. You could donate money, and 
it will be brought to people that don’t have much money.
Evan S.   Hinton  Grade 3

To help someone, I would donate all of my old clothes to 
someone that needed it. I would also help someone by 
donating money to a cancer organization. I would also 
donate my toys that I do not play with. I would also help 
someone by donating a LLLLLOTTTTTT, I mean a LOT of 
food!!! I would make people in a nursing home happy by 
donating flowers to everyone in the nursing home.
Will O.   Hinton  Grade 3
One time I donated to a nursing home, because my aunt 
was getting her hip out. I also donated to Mercy, because 
my other aunt had cancer. When I have clothes that don’t 
fit me, I give them away. Once I volunteered to feed my 
neighbor’s dogs, Becka and Bentley.   
Emma S.  Hinton  Grade 3
When my sister was going into Pre-K, she would not give 
up her pacifier, so my mom decided to find something 
to help her get rid of it. We found a website where you 
can get an address of someone who needs something. 
My mom and I started washing the pacifiers. Then we 
got some old clothes and did the same. Then my mom, 
my sister, and I started folding and packaging the 
pacifiers and clothes. Finally, my mom put them in the 
mail. We came back home and my sister, my mom, and 
myself were all happy because we knew we had helped 
someone in some way! That’s how my family gave back.
Ruby H.   Hinton  Grade 3
This year I want to sort through all of my things that I 
don’t want, like toys, bags, stuffed animals, books, and 
more, because some kids don’t have as much as I do. So 
I’m going to put the donations into a box and take it to 
Goodwill. 
Ava V.   Hinton  Grade 3

Once every year, I give clothes for two months. This year 
I will sell stuffed toys in my neighborhood. The toys that 
I used to play with I now give to my babysitter to use. In 
the kitchen, I help my grandma make dinner. I get the 
vegetables from the freezer. It is fun to help! At my house, 
I get the remote from the basement and give it to my dad 
so he can watch T.V. in the garage. When my mom or 
dad is sick, I help out and stay quiet so they can get some 
sleep.
Cyska D.  Hinton  Grade 3

PAYING IT FORWARD

Turn Up the Music!
Lights, cameras, action!  Eppley Auditorium was alive with music, dance, and theatre when the Young Americans came to town!

Founded over 50 years ago in Hollywood, the purpose embedded in the Young Americans music organization stays the same.  They are dedicated to “the 
promotion of understanding and goodwill among people throughout the world through music, dance, performance, academic education and cultural interaction 
among the student members of their audiences (www.youngamericans.org). “ High school graduates from all over the world join the organization to learn 
first- hand the skills and art needed for performance and to experience artistic, intellectual, and personal growth while they attend college classes.  The Young 
Americans College of the Performing Arts exists to provide the members with a learning environment that is rigorous, yet innovative in terms of advancing artistry 
and leadership.
In October, several of the Siouxland region’s young residents were excited to be part of one of the Young American’s stage performances following a three-day 
workshop hosted by Dianne and Russ Wooley of Lamb Theatre.  Students were given the amazing opportunity to be part of a performance that incorporated the 
main elements of the stage through song, dance, theatre and well, music!  During their Midwest tour, which includes Nebraska, Iowa, Arizona, Colorado and 
Michigan the Young American troupe engages students of all ages in a lifetime experience which allows the students firsthand the impressions of what it is like to 
be part of a larger musical team.  
The National Associate Director, Jordan Mantey, was on hand for a personal interview during their stop in Sioux City.  His excitement and passion for the group 
goes back to when he heard the Young Americans for the first time and actually became a member of the group after graduating from high school.  Jordan sees 
music as a “tool to get to the more important stuff of life. “  He believes the experiences found in the Young American Singers demonstrate to the young adults 
that the coaches and directors care a great deal about their development.  “We use music as a tool….we want the students to gain confidence and try new 
things.”
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Lamb Theatre Delights Children Through 
Musical Theatre
Meet Donny Short, 4th Grade Teacher 
and Resident Choreographer, Actor, and 
Musician Extraordinaire!

Mara Aesoph, Feature Reporter

Lamb Theatre is an extremely busy place as they 
have started up their 40th season with a world 
premiere of Monster Makers!  Lamb Arts Regional 
Theatre is a non-profit theatre that generally casts 

from an established company of actors, but do, at times, hold auditions.  They 
are dedicated to “enriching the arts in Siouxland through performance and 
education (www.lambtheatre.com). “ I was interested in interviewing one of the 
members of the Lamb troupe as I am currently involved with the Lamb School 
of Theatre and Music and after the premiere of Monster Makers was over, my 
family was honored to host eight members of the Young American singers, 
who came to do a workshop for area kids. Nightfall with Edgar Allan Poe had 
finished on Halloween and the next show, They Called Her Beautiful, written 
by Lamb’s own director Dianna Wooley, would open on November 20th.  
Lamb’s directors, Dianna and Russ Wooley , who cannot stand still for three 
seconds,decided in the middle of all of this to host The Young Americans and 
a three day workshop for area students. I was lucky enough to be part of the 
workshop and loved it and now get to celebrate a little of Lamb’s success with 
our readers!
I was able to meet up with Donny Short, who has been at Lamb for ten years.  
At Lamb’s Youth School he teaches piano and dance and is also the resident 
choreographer and musical director for the theatre.  He is known for the 
fabulous music tracks he does as digital music technical for the theatre, too.
Along with his work (and play) at Lamb, Donny teaches 5th grade at Liberty 

Elementary.  He said he began his theatrical career way back in 2nd grade 
when he played Father Rabbit in a school play.  He knew right then and 
there that theatre would be part of his life and he began acting in the local 
Cherokee,Iowa Community Theatre and later, high school theatre.
Donny credits Mrs. Hopkins (Kid Scoop News Educational Coordinator) as 
being part of his theatrical lifestyle.  She was his 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade 
English teacher.  She got him thinking about creativity, which made it easier 
for him to be a “zany goofball” which is needed in the theatre.  Mrs. Hopkins 
mentioned that readers’ theatre and storybook plays in the elementary school 
were so important to help develop a child’s voice…to find out who he/she is 
and to connect to reading, writing, and life in a real way.  She said Donny 
was pretty amazing and in third grade had the part of a preacher in a well 
written,and set designed, third grade wedding which was held during recess.  
Donny wrote and directed the entire play at age nine.
Donny was working at Gateway about 11 years ago when Mike Skaff (a 
former Lamb employee) offered him a job as a helper around Lamb.  The 
choreographer quit and he was moved into his first position.  The first show he 
worked on was Mashuganuns. 
His favorite all time role was Leaf Coney Bear from the show The 25th Annual 
Putnum County Spelling Bee.
Donny’s advice for young people interested in the theatre is to take a class.  
You learn that the theatre isn’t just about pretending…it allows you to embrace 
who you are…all of your weirdness, goofiness…drama and delight.  It allows 
you to express yourself without being judged.  The theatre builds teamwork and 
social skills, which are needed in any job.  All jobs require human interaction…
and he believes the theatre gives people the opportunity to build those skills.
Overall, Donny really isn’t just a “goofball” as he suggested.  He is a fantastic 
and kind person, who teaches some really great classes.  I’m happy to be able 
to interview him and to be able to work with him during my classes at Lamb.  
Be sure to catch the next play…They Called Her Beautiful…I’m in it, and it has 
been great to be part of a team!

This year, the National tour groups will perform in over 350 shows. In Sioux City, due to a last minute 
major donation, registration fees were waivered for the students who participated.  Jordan said that this 
type of community support, found in the Siouxland region, is incredible.  He believes that the students 
appreciate immensely the assistance, and in turn give back respect and a willingness to work very hard 
towards the final production.
Kid Scoop News was able to convince two members of the traveling troupe to visit a bit about their 
experience in the Young American Singers and was amazed at the passion and enthusiasm they both 
have for the organization.
Courtney Ruff is actually back to a place that is near and dear to her heart.  As an Iowa native and 
student at Morningside College, Courtney appeared in Lamb Theatre’s Cabaret production. Courtney 
knew when she was two years old that she wanted to be on stage.  She has been with the Young 
American Singers since 2012 and loved every minute of it. “Teachers really matter, in fact it was my 
high school music teacher, my choir director, who introduced me to Young Americans.  I was in one 
of their workshops, and hooked!”  Courtney’s favorite part of the experience is working with kids 
from all over the world.  She sees them find “their voices…their true voices…” and knows that it might 
not have happened if they hadn’t been part of the workshop experience.
Danil Chernyy, Another member of the group, Danil travelled from Omsk, Siberia, where he graduated from a class of 20 and attended a music conservatory 
in Russia.  A friend of his attended college in Utah and again, a teacher, his choir director, shared his Young American experience.  Danil auditioned to be part 
of the group, and the rest is history.  He wants to inspire young musicians and share his passion for the musical theatre with them.  “I enjoy working with the 
children.  Music is the universal language and it helps to shape your character.  I know it shaped mine.”
The final performance was amazing.  Filled with cultural voices throughout, the music
demonstrated how much in common we all have with each other.  The dance, the voice, and the theatre blended in such a way, that the stage was alive with 
creative image.
The Young Americans are a nonprofit performance organization based in Southern California.  For more information go to http://www.youngamericans.org
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The Secret is Out!  Grand Opening February 11, 2016
LaunchPAD!

After 12 long years of planning and the original committee members’ 
children are older, The Children’s Museum of Sioux City will soon be open 
for exploration and discovery.  WAIT!  It’s not the Children’s Museum it 
is “LaunchPAD Children’s Museum!  The Grand Opening is planned for 
Thursday, February 11, 2016 coordinated with a long weekend of fun, 
learning, and celebration.  “We want children of all ages to come in that 
weekend and leave their mark…we haven’t decided yet how that will be 
done, but we want the opening to be a time when children feel part of our 
adventure.”  Val Petersen, Outreach Director for the museum is more than 
a little excited for the opening.  A great deal of hard work, planning, and 
building are finally reaching the celebration point.  Complete with a ribbon 
cutting, “giveaways” planned and possibly some special sports’ mascots 
and players in attendance, the weekend beginning on February 11 will be 
one to remember in Siouxland.
Val Petersen was originally the administrative assistant for the project, but as 
the project became even bigger and better, she was hired as the Outreach 
Director.   Her new position will be one of marketing, programming and 
having direct contact with children, parents, teachers, and supporters.  She 
is hoping to organize programs that include birthday parties, field 

experiences for groups, and special displays within the 
museum.
The LaunchPAD Children’s Museum is based on the 
primary STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math) structure, which complements the classroom 
studies in the schools.  There will be displays like the 
wind exhibit, water table, farm area, supermarket with 
farm to table details, and a small theatre.  In the front 
of the building, a revolving cultural connection will 
demonstrate the many cultures of our region and the 
world, sharing differences, similarities, and unity.  The 

connection will promote a “You and Me” theme, with unity in populations 

underscored.  Kid Scoop News Siouxland 
shares an overall goal with the LaunchPAD 
Children’s Museum and that is one of teaching a 
“Sense of Place” perspective to all. For children 
to know who they are, they need to know 
where they are from.  We all need to know the 
stories, the history, the people, the lives, and 
the topography of our place.  The wind exhibit 
at the museum will demonstrate something 
all of our community knows and that is how 
windy it can be in the Midwest.  The water 
table demonstrates the importance of the river, 
in terms of flooding and irrigation, as well as 
knowing Iowa as the land between two rivers.  
One big question to investigate at the museum is 
that of:  How do we harness the power of wind 
and water?”  
The museum emphasizes the importance of 
“hands on, minds on” learning.  Visitors will see 
things first hand, test them out, and experience the demonstrations as if in a 
lab.
Val mentioned that children will love the fact that “while they are learning…
they may not realize they are learning as they are having so much fun.  
Hands on discovery is so important!”  Val reminded us that while watching 
someone ride a bike to learn isn’t the same as actually getting on one and 
learning to ride it.
“Many of the original board members are still a part of the project.” Val 
suggested that
adults could visit and have as much fun as the children.  Kid Scoop News 
reporters can’t wait for the opening and hope they might be chosen 
someday to volunteer at the museum.  One is never too old to learn 
something new and help the community in some way.
Brianna and Isabel Martinez  Blessed Sacrament
Chloe McClure    North Middle

Kid Scoop News is beginning a new section on restaurants and “good chow!”  
A team of middle school students will be reviewing, not critiquing, basic meals 
from their favorite restaurants.  If any readers would like to contribute to this 
section, just let us know.  Our team will not necessarily be looking at all healthy 
choices, but this will be a “big determiner” in their choices.  Kid Scoop News 
staff loves takeout, so we are hoping to spread the word about some of our 
favorite places!

Have you ever thought about what you’re eating:  about the texture, the smell, 
and using all your five senses?  Four eighth grade students at Mater Dei, Colby, 
Antonio, Jenna, and Ashlyn, recently compared three local fast food restaurants 
here in Sioux City.  They wrote a short piece about “reviewing” the hamburgers 
and began a food review journey they will travel this year.

We compared burgers which we named Burger A, Burger B, and Burger C. 
Burger A was ordered plain.  It came plain. When we saw Burger A, the 
bun looked soggy and wimpy.  The burger looked prepackaged and was 
charbroiled. When we took a bite, it was soft, warm, juicy, and flavorful.  We 
gave it an “A”.  
Burger B was ordered plain.  It came with cheese. When we opened the 
Burger B package, the smell was rancid even though the burger looked 
delightful with a solid, fresh, appealing sesame seed bun.  Once we tried it, the 

fried burger tasted tender and fully cooked.  
Burger C, for some reason, had a couple of slices of bacon with it, even though 
it was ordered plain. Burger C was very small.  The bun looked kind of soggy 
and wet.  It also had sesame seeds on it, but not as many as Burger B’s bun. 
When we bit into Burger C, the burger was very juicy, and the bacon tasted 
very good. The burger smelled very appetizing. Overall, we all enjoyed the 
burger, it was delicious.
In the end, Burger C, even though it was the smallest burger, was the most 
appetizing and the most delicious.  
Watch for us next month when we 
review our favorite pizza parlors!  
You can see it now…zesty, fresh, 
cheesy and delicious….are you 
hungry?
Colby Wilmesherr, Antonio Shaw, 
Jenna Rethman, and  
Ashlyn Murphy
Grade 8 Mater Dei - Nativity

The Horizon is a great family restaurant to go to. From breakfast to dinner, 
meals to desserts, Horizon has a variety of choices. Their price range is 
fair and the workers are very considerate and kind. The food is amazing 

COMMUNITY

RESTAURANT REVIEWS
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and finger-licking good! My personal favorite is their beef barley soup with 
crackers.
My family and I always go to Horizon after church for a tasty lunch! The wait 
can be a little long, but it’s worth it! The Horizon is a great place to spend time 
with your family and to enjoy an amazing meal. I hope that you decide to go 
to Horizon with your family sometime and have a great experience! By far, 
Horizon is one of my favorite restaurants yet! 
Greta R.  Mater Dei-Nativity  8th Grade

Have you ever wanted to have great Mexican food… fast? Well if so, then you 
should go to TACO BELL. It has everything you would ever want. It has pop 
slushies, giant nachos, and great burritos. I highly recommend it as a fast food 
restaurant.
They have three locations here in Sioux City, one on Gordon Dr. and Hamilton 
Blvd.  There is also a new Taco bell on Hwy. 75 South. They have great food 
that will make you go BONKERS with their stuffed nachos, tacos, and Doritos 
Loco Taco! Overall, I would just highly recommend you get to Taco Bell.   
Ryan S.  Mater Dei-Nativity  7th Grade

Their food is delicious; their restaurant is nice. Their tacos are soft… but can 
also be crunchy. You can eat it fast or eat it slow, just savor the flavor. Their 
breakfast is awesomely amazing, so are the desserts. Yes folks,  the place 
I’m talking about is Taco Bell. I recommend you to go to Taco Bell, and if you 

already have, I like your taste in places to eat.    
Katie N.        Mater Dei-Nativity   6th Grade

There are fresh bread, fresh ingredients, and healthy choices, what could be 
better? If you’re looking for someplace to relax after a workout, spend little 
money, or just eat healthy with the family, come to Subway, a healthy sub shop. 
Other restaurants have specific meals, with almost no choices to mix and match 
food, and when it’s usually made in the back, there’s no way for the customers 
to see the food’s preparation. Subway is different, with all of the ingredients 
laid out right in front of you. You get to choose your choices of bread, ranging 
from wheat, to Italian, to white. Then you can choose what kind of meats you 
want on your sandwich.
After you choose your meat, you can choose your cheese, from American to 
cheddar there are a lot of choices! You can then either toast your sandwich 
for a toasted bun and melted cheese, or you can move on to the condiments. 
Some of the condiments include olives, pickles, tomatoes, jalapenos, lettuce, 
and banana peppers, but there are much more. After that, you can choose 
dressings to have on your sandwich, including mayo, honey mustard, olive oil, 
and lots of others. You can choose to have either a six inch sandwich, or a foot 
long sandwich. To add on to your sandwich, you can get chips, cookies, apple 
slices, and drinks.  I love Subway, and I hope you will, too. 
Ashlyn M.   Mater Dei-Nativity  8th Grade                                    

Mrs. Irwin’s Future Stars Honor our Veterans
It was the 11th month, the 11th day, and the 11th hour that Mrs. Irwin’s class invited Veterans into the classroom to thank 
them for their services.  As the Veterans entered the room wearing their uniforms the students, staff, and family members 
rose to their honor.  They started off thanking them for their services and welcoming them with a readers’ theater 
performed by the students.   The information in the readers’ theater had prepared the students with facts about what 
Veteran’s Day was about and it gave the students an opportunity to ask questions about those facts.  They continued 
with a “thank you” from an individual student who represented our whole class.  From there, they served pumpkin bars, 
rice crispy treats, chocolate, and hot apple cider.  
This gave them an opportunity to 
meet with the Veterans on a social 
level.  
They were surprised when Oscar, a 

Veteran visitor, gave them pencils, basketballs, key chains, and flashlights 
just for honoring him for his services.  It was a great day and Mrs. Irwin’s 4th Grade students 
appreciate all the men and women in the service who protect our world and country with the 
jobs they do!  THANK YOU VETERANS!
Mrs. Irwin’s 4th Grade Students at Leeds Elementary

FAREWAY IS A PROUD SUPPORTER  
OF LITERACY IN OUR SIOUXLAND YOUTH!

COMMUNITY

4267 SERGEANT RD..
GROCERY 276-1873 • MEAT DEPT. 276-8956

SGT. BLUFF • 700 1ST ST.
GROCERY 943-9325 • MEAT DEPT. 943-9326

4016 INDIAN HILLS DR.
GROCERY 239-0528 • MEAT DEPT. 239-0529

4040 WAR EAGLE DR.
GROCERY 252-0388 • MEAT DEPT. 252-0389
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Your eyes actually see the world upside down. 
When the eyes send the message to the brain, 
your brain “flips” the image so you experience 
seeing the world 
right-side-up.

Our five senses provide information about the world around us.
How do your eyes inform you that the holidays are here?

Look at these two eyes. One shows the pupil 
when there is little light, the other when there 
is bright light. The size of the pupil changes 
with the amount of light. It opens wide when 

light is dim and closes up when light is 
bright. The iris controls the size of the pupil.

Bright 
twinkling 

lights!

Seeing 
friends and 

family!

Beautiful 
decorations!

Colorful 
Christmas 
cookies!

1. Seeing begins when light enters your eye.

2. Light enters through your pupil.

3. The light reflected from the top of what you 
see is bent and focused on the bottom of your 
retina. The light reflected from the bottom of 
what you see is focused on the top of your 

retina. The object you see appears 
upside down on your retina!

4. The optic nerve sends pictures to 
your brain. Your brain makes 
sense of the picture – letting you 
see things as they really are.

Standards Link: Life Science:
Students know that humans
have a variety of organs 
and organ systems 
perform specialized 
functions.
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LIGHT
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Which of these drawings is made with two snake-like shapes?
Which of these is made with one long, twisting line?

Stuck? Try tracing the lines with a pencil.

Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.

Living Well…An Inteview with Mercy Clinical Dietitian, 
Stephanie Small
“Children have the power to develop the right choices about 
healthy lifestyles...”,  
Stephanie Small, Clinical Dietitian from Mercy Hospital
Wow, imagine that…it’s through the knowledge and education that we’ve 
received throughout our lives, the advice that’s been given and demonstrated at 
home, and the 
Impact of friends that actually do matter in our lives.  Ultimately, though, it’s up 
to each of us to determine how we are going to stay healthy,.
Healthy eating habits actually are preventive…they are like super heroes we 
give ourselves.  We can prevent many major diseases by simply knowing what 
to eat and why it matters to our health…
Kid Scoop News Siouxland reporters, Alex Kleinschmit and Alexis Bell recently 
had the opportunity to visit with Stephanie Small at Mercy Hospital.  They 
discovered that the job of a clinical dietitian is extremely important to the 
well-being of the patients.  Stephanie has been at Mercy for 13 years and 
she enjoys the impact she makes with the patients.  In fact, Stephanie said she 
loved being a dietitian…it was a blessing to be one.
Stephanie is a clinical dietitian.  She assists a patient who might have a new 
diagnosis with the foods he or she may have.  She helps to adjust formulas for 
feeding tubes in the ICU and she makes sure that all of her patients have the 
right nutrition.  She graduated from the University of Nebraska and completed 
an internship in West Virginia.  She loved the outdoor life in West Virginia, 
but really missed her home.  She has been at Mercy for 13 years.  She enjoys 
sharing with everyone what a healthy lifestyle can be.  “It is really more than 
just nutrition, it includes exercise and using your brain power.  It’s important to 
have cognitive awareness and plenty of sleep.  
“I enjoy watching a patient get better….that is probably my favorite part 
of the job.”  Stephanie shared that making a difference in their lives is the 
best reward.  She tries to lessen the anxiety they might have about changes 

in nutrition, but she knows, 
ultimately, it is their decision on 
how to have a healthy lifestyle 
and sometimes people just 
either don’t care or the lifestyle 
doesn’t change.  She believes if 
children help out in the kitchen 
and learn about nutrition while 
creating healthy meals, they 
will continue that throughout 
their lives.  
Stephanie works with the 
other dietitians, nurses, aides, 
doctors and many others who 
spend the day making life a little easier for the 
patient.  She believes that having the right nutrition 
will help you to think better , maintain energy levels, 
and help to keep you healthy.   Food is composed 
of three main parts:  carboydrates , a fuel source, 
proteins for your muscles and bones, and fates that 
will help to absorb the vitamins and minerals that 
we need as well as protect our organs.  We need 
them all to stay healthy!
“It should always be about moderation in 
everything.  For the most part, you try about 
anything, but just don’t overdo it.”  Stephanie’s 
advice made sense. We need the nutrients like the 
proteins, carbs, and fats as they keep us healthy.  
Protein is such a powerful building block for our bones, blood, muscles and 
skin.  Athletes are so dependent on a healthy diet that includes proteins.  It’s 
good to know that a person can eat almost anything, as long as it doesn’t 
negatively affect the body, but to always remember…moderation. 
  
Alex Kleinschmit and Alexis Bell
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       ow do you know when it’s day?
        Do you need a clock to tell you that 
when it’s dark, it’s night?

    Probably not. Most
     likely the sun is your
     clue. For thousands
   of years people have
     looked to the sky to
     keep track of time
   and dates.

Long before people knew that the 
earth turned, they measured time by
watching the sun, moon, stars and 
planets. They thought these celestial
bodies moved across the earth’s sky.
The sun’s regular “return” each
morning provided the measure we 
now call a day.

       eople now know
      that a day is the 
time it takes for the 
earth to turn once 
on its axis. When 
the side of the earth 
where you live is 
facing the sun, it is 
day. When the side 
of the earth where 
you live is turned 
away from the sun,
it is night.

Standards Link: Earth Science: Students know the Earth 
rotates on its axis to cause day and night.

     he ancient Babylonians observed
      that the moon seemed to change 
shape in a regular sequence. They 
discovered there are 29 to 30 days 
between each new moon. They called 
this a month, and made up a calendar 
that had 12 “moon months.”

The Babylonian year of 12 “moon 
months” added up to 354 days per year. 
They didn't know that it actually takes 
the earth 365 days to make a
complete trip around the sun.

This meant that when they picked a 
date to start planting their crops,
the next year  that same date actually 
came 11 days earlier. What would
happen after 5 years? After 50 years?

Standards Link: Earth Science: Objects in the sky move in regular and predictable patterns; students know the Earth is one of 
several planets that orbit the Sun and that the Moon orbits the Earth. Students know the Moon's appearance changes during the 
four-week lunar cycle.
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.
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CALENDARS
EARTH
MONTH
STARS
GREGORIAN
NIGHT
CLOCK
ANCIENT
TRAITS
PARTY
SKY
MOON
PLANETS
DAY
YEAR

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension; follow simple written directions.

On January 1, according to the Gregorian calendar used by 
most western nations, the year will be 2016. But some people 
use different calendars, and on their calendars it is another 
year. Follow the maze to find out which year it is on each of 
the following calendars:

1437

5776

4713

4714

Feb. 8

Special Holiday Writings
Ho, Ho, Ho!  The smell of the pine trees and cookies in the over overwhelms your nose.  
Gifts wrapped and placed underneath the Christmas tree give a nice, cozy-feeling that the 
holidays are right around the corner.  There are sparkling ornaments, shimmery and bright, 
hanging from the tree.  When looking out the window, there are snowflakes that fall gently 
onto the ground.  It’s officially Christmas time and all the signs are showing.
What can you do for fun on the holidays?  You can be playing in the snow, make snowmen, 
have snowball fights, other snow games.  You could help bake cookies with an adult, 
making them into fun shapes and coloring them with frosting to look festive.  You can sing 
carols such as Deck the Halls, Jingle Bells, We Wish You a Merry Christmas and other 
cheerful songs.  The best part, though, is spending time with your family.

I am going to Present Land!  First, I packed my blue backpack.  Then..I go to the portal hole.  
Then..I’m in Present Land.  Wyatt, mom, dad, and I all went.  We all 
went to wrap presents.  I went home with our presents through the portal.  
At home, we will open our presents and toys.  Finally, we play with them.
Karl B.   Missouri Valley  Grade 2

A Winter Wonderland
The time has come where jingle bells clash and sparkling snow falls from the Heavens. My 
favorite time of year……. winter.
As I wake up, I slide to the snow painted window.  When I look out, a bare, snow coated 
tree greets me from my front yard.  I skip into the kitchen.  The first thing I smell is bitter 
coffee from Mom’s Keurig.  Out the back door, the crystal ice hanging from the eaves 
gives me a wink as it sparkles in the sun.  I hear my parents scuttlebutt about our Christmas 
presents like chattering chipmunks.
Once I am done with breakfast, Mom scoots us out the door to go Christmas shopping.  As 
we drive, the descending snow from the fluffy clouds dance onto the snow stained window.  
Rumbling from the snow blower pierces my ears.
After we are done shopping, we make our way back home.  When we get there, Brooke 
and I throw on our winter gear and head outside, being careful not to slip on the slickery 
ground.  We jump into the radiant, pillow white, just fallen, snow covered ground.  As icy 
snow sinks into my mittens they have a party in the warmth.  We always have to lick the 
crystal ice hanging from the 
front porch that are chandeliers in the sky. 
When we head inside, mom greets us with just right hot cocoa.  It’s like sledding children 
sliding down my throat.  I sink into the comfy couch for my favorite part of a winter’s day….
night time.  The glossy mug in my chilled fingers holds little bits of Heaven in my hands.  I 
savor the spongy marshmallows melting in my mouth. A   crackling fire tells me its story.  
The lukewarm hot cocoa warms me like a sunny day.
As I get ready for bed, I peek out the window for a quick glimpse of the night sky.  The vivid 
Christmas lights blind my eyes like mini taser shooting me.
Another day has come and gone. Christmas break is gliding away.  But 
when I wake up it will be Christmas Eve! 
Kayla Hanson  Sgt. Bluff-Luton   Grade 5 

Sledding
Do you like sledding in the winter? I do, and there’s a really fun place to 
sled in Hinton, it’s just a hill. I have been there once and it was SO much fun! When I got 
there I jumped out of the car and ran to the trunk to grab my sled and ran to the top of the 
hill. I put my sled at the edge of the hill and gave it a light shove. It slowly started down 
the hill; I ran and jumped on it. Whoosh! I went down so fast! When I finally came to a 
complete stop I grabbed my sled and ran back up the hill. I repeated this 
for almost two hours. Then I had to leave, but when I got home there was 
a nice big cup of hot cocoa waiting for me. I sat down with my big, red, 
fluffy blanket and hot cocoa to warm up. 
Dylan Harrington  Mater Dei-Nativity
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Holiday Traditions
the-north-pole.com/around/
The “Christmas Around the World” section of this site 
features information on the traditions of various countries 
from all around the world. Find out how to say “Merry 
Christmas,” (or it’s equivalent greeting) in several other 
languages.

Children Around the World
ethemes.missouri.edu/themes/1809
Links to a wealth of sites that describe what it is like to go to 
school in different countries. Links include interviews, 
schedules and slide shows. Other links lead to descriptions of 
daily life.

Christmas World
worldofchristmas.net/christmas-world/
This festive site has everything Christmas—from desserts to 
crafts, quotes, games, decorations and more.

Children Just Like Me
by Anabel and Barnabas Kindersley

This book provides 
a wonderful way to 
learn about how 
children celebrate 
holidays in 
different parts of 
the world. The 
authors traveled to 
every corner of the 
world, interviewing 
and photographing 
children. Discover 
how children 
celebrate their 
cultural traditions 
and the costumes 
and food of their 
special days in 
their lives.

I think Diary of a Wimpy Kid Cabin Fever is a good book.  It is really funny.  
My favorite part is when Greg and his class visit jail.  The author of the 
book is Jeff King.  He is one of the best authors ever!  What is your favorite 
book? 
Brooke O.  Akron-Westfield  Grade 4

Davy Crockett, Young Rifleman
Davy Crockett was born in Green County, Tennessee on August 17, 1786.  
He was killed at the Alamo on March 6, 1836.
From this book I learned about the life of Davy Crockett.  He loved to hunt 
and he lived in the wilderness of Tennessee when he was a boy.  Davy shot 
almost perfectly with a rifle after he learned how.  He was not allowed to 
use more than one bullet a day to hunt, so he became a super-marksman…
so he wouldn’t waste his one shot!
Before I read this book, I didn’t know what the Alamo was.  After reading 
this book, I knew what it was and what happened there.  Davy Crockett 
had died there defending our country’s freedom.
I liked everything about this book!
On March 6, 2015, to remember him, my family and I had donuts in 
memory of Davy Crockett’s fight at the Alamo.
Jacob Hobbs  Homeschool  Grade 5

Folktales I Remember
This is a folktale that I recently heard about.  It is the story about Jack, The 
Pumpkin King.
There was a man named, Jack.  He was Irish and he loved to drink.  He 
loved to drink so much that he made a very foolish deal with the devil.  
The devil would become a coin and get Jack free drinks for as long as he 
wanted.
Jack, however, planned to fool the devil.  He had a cross in his pocket.  This 
prevented the devil from turning back from the coin.
Many years later, when Jack died, he could not go to heaven because he 
had made a deal with the devil  The devil, in the meantime, was very angry 
with Jack for having the cross in his pocket.  So, for punishment, he made 
Jack walk the earth forever.
One day, Jack found a turnip, which he changed to a pumpkin, and that, 
my friend, is where we get “Jack-o-Lanterns!”
Joshua Hobbs  Homeschool  Grade 7

Once upon a time in the midst of winter, there was a boy named Jack 
who vanished into a forest full of threadbare trees that were covered in a 
blanket of snow.  His friend Hazel sets herself to go find him, resulting in a 
freezing, yet enchanting adventure.  One the way, she meets a handful of 
woodsmen, an occasional witch, and a pack of lone wolves.  Hazel later 
finds Jack under the custody of a queen who lives in an August ice palace 
and had a heart to match.  With the help of magic, Hazel pulls Jack out of 
an icy frenzy and they leave together for home.
Breadcrumbs by Anne Ursu, displays a scene of how friendship, out of all 
things, can stand against the harshest winters in history, icy winter magic, 
and legendary creatures that thrive during the winter.  Hazel always had 
the choice to turn back from freezing temperatures, biting winds, and 
quizzical witches, but she did whatever it took to save Jack from an eternity 
in witer.  Once you start reading this book, instead of feeling your heart 
freeze, you’ll feel it be warmed.
Sarah-Marie Jaabre Mater Dei-Nativity  Grade 7
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Special Writing Section by our Kid Scoop News Readers!
Kid Scoop News Siouxland readers enjoy reading about our primary writers.  The first 
grade students at Dakota Valley elementary began writing early in the year.  While 
standards are met through the engaged writing lessons, the best part is seeing how 
much fun they have while learning about the basic writing elements.  The class is given 
lessons that are integrated with thinking, discussing, writing and reading components.  
Lucky first grade students and KUDOS to Mrs. Goeden for celebrating writing in such a 
way!  (Be sure to check out What Was I Scared Of? And The Little Old Lady Who Was 
Not Afraid of Anything…Great Reads for all ages!)

Writing #1: Whole class brainstorming and writing…Persuasive letter:
 The first graders listened to the book What Was I Scared Of?  by Dr. Seuss. Together 
with their teacher, they brainstormed the reasons why the main character, Ichabod, 
should NOT be afraid of the pale green pants that keep popping up in his daily 
errands. Using a semantic map (spider web) they were able to organize their thoughts 
together as a class. They used a letter format to persuade Ichabod NOT to be afraid; 
therefore, learning about the 5 parts of a letter: date, greeting, body, closing and 
signature. Finally, we talked about the first sentence being our topic sentence and why 
we are writing this letter and then how we need a conclusion sentence at the end of 
the letter. Finally, all the students were able to sign their name to the letter. This is the 
class’s first lesson on writing a persuasive paper using a letter format. 

October 26, 2015
Dear Ichabod,
     You do NOT need to be afraid of the pale green pants. The pale green pants are 
friendly. The pants and you can play games together. The pale green pants and you 
can row boats and go fishing together. Don’t be afraid of the pants because they won’t 
hurt you. You can run together. You can walk together. You can hang out with the 
pants. The pale green pants just want to be your friend. The pants can be good to you. 

The pants were just as scared as you were. The pale green pants and you like to go 
into the woods. You can sit, talk, and touch in the woods. You can play Hide-and-Seek 
and tag together. These are some of the reasons why you should NOT be afraid of the 
pale green pants.
Your friends,
Mrs. Goeden’s 1st Graders
Dakota Valley Elementary School, NSC, SD

Writing #2: Whole class brainstorming and writing…Expository/How to…writing:
The first graders listened to the book The Little Old Lady Who Was Not Afraid of 
Anything by Linda Williams. Together with their teacher, they brainstormed the things 
that the Little Old Lady used to make her scarecrow. They focused on signal/temporal/
ordinal words such as first, second, third, etc. and then, next, finally and last in their 
semantic map (spider web). We talked about how color words are descriptive words 
(adjectives) and highlighted them in color. We also talked about number words being 
descriptors. Finally, we talked about the first sentence being the main idea of the whole 
paper and then how we need a conclusion sentence at the end to wrap up the whole 
paper. This is the class’s first lesson on writing a How to… or expository paper. 

How the Little Old Lady Made a Scarecrow…
This is how the Little Old Lady made a scarecrow. First, she bumped into a pair of 
brown shoes that went CLOMP, CLOMP! In the forest.  Second, she bumped into one 
pair of green pants that went WIGGLE, WIGGLE! Next, she bumped into one white 
shirt that went SHAKE, SHAKE! Then there was one pair of white gloves in the forest 
that went CLAP, CLAP! Next, the Little Old Lady got stopped by one tall black hat.  The 
hat went NOD, NOD! Finally, the last thing to come out of the forest was an orange 
pumpkin head that was carved in a special way. It went BOO, BOO! It had a brown 
stem. The Little Old Lady went home to make her scarecrow to scare away the birds in 
her garden. These are the things the Little Old Lady used to make her scarecrow.
Mrs. Goeden’s 1st Graders: Dakota Valley Elementary School, NSC, SD  

The Folk Tale Classics Treasury   Fairy Tales for Little Folks
      Will Moses
The Gift of the Magi    The Snow Queen
O. Henry and Sonja Danowski   Hans Christian Anderson
Sadako’s Crane     Aesoph’s Fables
Judith Loske     Aesoph and Ayano Imai
Zen Socks     The Reindeer Wish
Jon Muth      Lori Evert
Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening  The Spirit of Christmas A Giving Tradition
Robert Frost     Nicki Benson
The Turnip     Winter Walk
Jan Brett      Virginia Snow
Winter’s Gift     A Chilly Christmas in Wales
Jane Monroe Donovan    Dylan Thomas
How the Sun Got to Coco’s House   Ish
Bob Graham     Peter Reynolds
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Sioux City Stampede Have 
you ever heard of the Sioux City 
Stampede?  Coach Jason Garnand 
and two Stampede players, JT and 
Marcell, came to Lawton-Bronson 
Elementary School to talk to the third 
grade students about the Stampede 
team.  They talked about their 
backgrounds and how they became 

Stampede players.
The players talked to the students about the importance of doing well in 
school.  If you want to go to college and play sports, you need to get good 
grades in school.  In order to be a coachable player, you need to be a good 
student.  Students who listen to their teachers and follow the rules in school 
are good team players.  Both players told the students that they did not win 
every game, but they learned from their mistakes.  Students in the classroom 
can learn from their mistakes. The students took away these lessons from the 
talk with the Stampede players.  Win or lose, stay strong and keep fighting.  
When you are playing sports in college you only get one chance, you 
need to try your best all the time.  
When you are in school or playing 
sports, you need to take the right 
path.  Taking the right path means 
being honest, trying your best all the 
time, and making good choices.
Mrs. Mitchell’s 3rd Grade 
Classroom Lawton-Bronson

Football….
In 2012, I went to the Oklahoma and Oklahoma State rivalry football game, 
which is known as Bedlam.  We were in town over Thanksgiving break to 
see my cousins and family who lived just north in Edmond, Oklahoma.  I was 
very excited to go to the game.  On Friday morning, my father, a University 
of Oklahoma graduate, three brothers, and two of my cousins loaded up the 
suburban and drove down to Norman for the game.
We arrived early in the morning for the 2:30 scheduled kickoffs.  Once we 
arrived we started to tailgate.  At this time, it was the last week of the regular 
season in college football.  Around 1:30, we entered the historic Gaylord 
Family Oklahoma Memorial Stadium.  The game started and it was a very 
high scoring game.  Oklahoma State tied the game with a  regulation-ending 
field goal to send the game into overtime.  The offenses were still firing until 
the Sooners pulled out the tough win in the second overtime.
The atmosphere surrounding the stadium after the game ended was electric!  
There were also some pretty disappointed Oklahoma State fans leaving the 
game.  This was a game I won’t ever
Forget.  We drove back to Edmond which was brutal.  We had tons of fun at 
the game and I will be going to the same game this year in Stillwater.
David P.  Mater Dei-Nativity  Grade 8

Check out the Musketeers 
this month at the Tyson 
Events Center! “I’m from 
St. Louis and Sioux City has a 
small town feel.  The people 
really know how to celebrate the 
Midwest.  The facility is excellent 
and the Tyson Center is the best 
Tier 1 facility,” shared goalie 
Cam Gornet.

Special feature reporters, Isaac Stadsvold, Tyson Braunschweig, Tyler 
Draayer, and Landon Orr from Lawton-Bronson were given the opportunity 
to meet with a few of the Musketeer players this past month, and one 
of the questions asked was, “What do you like about Siouxland?”  Kid 
Scoop News Siouxland supports what is known as a “sense of place 
perspective…” knowing who you are …is knowing where you are from.  
We have been pleasantly surprised to find out from interviewed individuals 
that the Siouxland region is one very special place with so much to offer.  
While the players miss their homes, they all expressed their appreciation for 
the local host families.  “My host family is awesome,” shared Phillip Knies, 
left wing forward from Phoenix.  “This is by far the best place I’ve ever 
played.” 
“This team and place have the best camaraderie,” commented  Pierce 
Pluemer, forward from Phillips, Wisconsin.  Pierce loves hockey in general 
and in Wisconsin, hockey is a very popular sport.  Both Phillip and Pierce 
see the Siouxland region as a perfect place for a junior league as there is a 
solid fan base and the region supports its teams and events.
 We have to admit, while we’ve always liked our place known as 
Siouxland, each and every interview gives us a little more to know and 
understand and ultimately appreciate about the region.  Come game 
night, let’s attend a local event and support our regional hockey team, The 
Musketeers.

Check out our January issue to learn more about the Musketeer players and 
their “home away from home,” Siouxland.  Our Lawton-Bronson feature 
reporters will share more information about the team and the region that 
supports the Musketeers.

Hockey….
You walk into the tunnel, crowd goes quiet. Then you run out of the tunnel 
and onto the ice, the crowd goes crazy! What sport am I talking about? 
Hockey! I am Bryce Harpenau and I play hockey for SYHA [Siouxland 
Youth Hockey Association]. My team name is the Sioux City Junior 
Musketeers. I play this sport because you’re on the ice and you don’t feel 
cold, you just feel relaxed. What made me want to join was when I went 
and saw the Musketeers play at the Tyson Event Center. I felt that I needed 
to try hockey out, so I did.
When I step onto the ice I see my team and the other team. I am on my 
team with all my teammates. When the games start, I feel another player 
checking me into the boards. I hear the sound of people getting checked 
into the boards, and the sound of the puck hitting my stick. That is why I 
love playing Hockey!
Bryce Harpenau  Mater Dei-Nativity  Grade 7

SPORTS
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In this two-player game, Player 
A uses a RED crayon, Player B 

uses a GREEN crayon. Take 
turns drawing a horizontal or 

verticle line between two dots. 
The player who draws the line 
that completes each square gets 

1 POINT. If there is a candy 
cane in that square, the player 

earns 3 BONUS POINTS.
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Find the packages that are wrapped 
the same. Not every package will 

have a match.

Go for a family 
bike ride. Look for 

signs of winter, 
such as barren 
trees or icicles.

Bake a batch 
of cookies and share 

with an elderly 
neighbor or friend.

Read a classic 
holiday story with 
your family. Take 

turns reading aloud 
before bedtime.

Go for an 
evening walk 

downtown and 
admire the 

holiday lights 
and decorations.

Name an animal for 
every letter of the 
alphabet. If you get 
stuck, look in 
books or 
online.

Turn off the TV 
tonight and spend 
an hour sharing 
favorite holiday 
memories with 

your family.

Play a game 
of flashlight tag 
outside after it 

gets dark.

Set up a 
bowling alley with 

empty water bottles. Have a snowball 
fight with 

balled-up sheets 
of newspaper. 

(Make sure to get 
your parent’s 
permission!)

With an adult, make 
hot cocoa. Plop a 
dollop of whipped 

cream on top and stir 
with a candy cane.

Get your own strand 
of Christmas lights 
and hang them in 
your room as a 

sparkly night light. Make room for new 
toys by giving away 
some of your used 
ones to a shelter for 
needy moms and 

children.

Find a sports story 
in the newspaper 
to share with your 
family at dinner.

Look on your 
local newspaper’s 
website to find the 
season’s concerts 

and holiday 
activities.

Do you like to 
get letters? Then 
mail a letter to a 
friend or family 
member telling 

them what’s 
new with you.

Hanukkah is 
an eight-day Jewish 

holiday. Find a 
recipe for latkes 

(potato pancakes) 
and make some.

Read the story The 
Nutcracker. Who 
is your favorite 

character?

If you enjoyed an 
event in your area, 

write a public 
thank you by 

sending a letter to 
the editor of your 
local newspaper.

Play Bingo as a 
family and have a 

few prizes prepared.

Give thanks for 
your home and 
donate a blanket 

to a local 
homeless shelter.

Make a list of five 
things you want 
to accomplish in 
2016. Seal the list 
in an envelope to 

be opened on 
12/31/16.

Christmas Seals 
were created to raise 
money in the fight 

against lung disease. 
They were first 

issued in 1907. Visit
christmasseals.org.

Pretend you 
are a reporter 

interviewing Rosa 
Parks. Write a 

list of questions 
you would ask.

Find a radio 
station playing 
holiday music. 

Dance or exercise 
to the rhythm.

Look in the 
weather section of 
the newspaper to 
see what state has 
the most wintery 
weather today.

Write a poem about 
your family called 
‘Twas the Night 

Before MY 
Christmas.

Take some time 
today to remember 
those less fortunate. 

Invite someone 
without family 
nearby to eat 

dinner with you.

Design a flag 
using green, red 

and black crayons. 
Visit the library to 
find a book about 

an African-
American hero.

Write thank you 
notes to everyone 

who gave you gifts. 
Tell them what you 

liked most about 
their gift.

It’s Family Movie 
Night! Pop some 

popcorn and enjoy 
a movie at home.

Use graham crackers, 
frosting and small 
candies to create a 
gingerbread house.Hanukkah

Gingerbread
House Day

National
Flashlight Day ChristmasChristmas Eve

New Year’s Eve

First Day of
WInter
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Skiing is one of the most fun winter activities.  One of the best places to 
ski is Colorado, one of our coldest states!  When you first start skiing, you 
should either go to ski school or get a ski instructor.  Skiing at a small ski 
hill with two runs is way different than skiing in Colorado.  When you ski in 
Colorado, there are different types of ski runs you might choose.
The green circle paths are for the beginners.  A blue diamond is for medium-
skilled skiers.  Depending on how big the ski resort is, will depend on 
whether or not there will be a green/blue path.  The next advanced path is 
balck diamond.  This is for the really advanced skiers.  The most advanced 
is a double black diamond.  You should only go on that if you have had 
many years of experience.  If you ever go skiing in Colorado, make sure you 
have warm clothes!
Liz Albenesius  Mater Dei-Nativity  Grade 8

Wrestling is one of my favorite sports.  It is my favorite sport because I like 
one on one contact.  In wrestling you have to be strong, light, fast and learn 
your moves.  I have two favorite moves.  The first is the high crotch and my 
second favorite move is the cow-catcher.  Wrestling can be dangerous if you 
don’t know what you are doing.  It is important to wear your headgear.  The 
sport is exciting to me!   
Raiden E.  Akron-Westfield  Grade 4

Basketball is my favorite sport.  I play center because I am one of the tallest 
kids on the team.  My dad is my coach.  My favorite game in practice is 3 
on 2 and 1 on 1.  Basketball is a fun sport!
Kasey N.  Akron-Westfield  Grade 4

I can just imagine the basketballs bouncing and the basketball shoes 
squeaking on the hardwood. I can smell the sweat of the hardworking 
people in the gym and the teens playing a game working for those extra 
few points. I can also smell the popcorn, slightly buttered, in the machine. 
As I take my ball out of my Nike Elite bag and lace up my fresh KD Trey 
5’s, I brush off the dust from the bottom of my shoes. I walk on to the freshly- 
waxed courts and shoot a few mid- range shots, from the free-throw line and 
extended.
As I am shooting, I spot my teammate, Andrew Guntren, walking in from the 
cold, snowy December morning outside. I decide to keep on shooting and 
keep to myself. I see him dribbling through metal folding chairs on the other 
side of the court, working on his cross-over skills. Basketball season is by 
far the best season of all. Basketball is my favorite sport because of obvious 
reasons, like the advantage of being a 6’4” 8th grader.
Jacob Maxey   Mater Dei-Nativity  Grade 8

As the wind rushes past your face, and the smell of pine fills your nose, 
you feel an odd sense of peacefulness. Flying 20 miles per hour downhill, 
it could be nothing other than skiing. High up in the mountains, millions of 
people enjoy skiing in the United States alone. Skiing is an interesting winter 
hobby that nothing else can compete with. There is nothing like feeling 
the cold snow on your face as you race your friends and family down the 
mountain. Best of all, after it’s over, you get to return to your cabin or condo 
and snuggle up in your favorite blanket with a cup of hot chocolate.
 I have been skiing multiple times in Keystone Colorado, a skiing resort just 
west of Denver, and my favorite part of skiing is going down a new hill 
with my family. We’d ride up the ski lift together and race each other back 
down to the bottom. Everything was a competition between us, seeing who 
could go the fastest, who could make it to the bottom first, or who could do 
the best tricks. Being the youngest of four kids, it was rare when I won, but 

when I did I made sure it didn’t go unnoticed. I encourage anyone looking 
for a new experience to try out skiing because it will offer a new adventure 
for your whole family.
Michael Leiting  Mater Dei-Nativity  Grade 8 

Have you ever gone for a run? Did you enjoy it? If you did, Cross Country is 
the sport for you! Cross Country is a very challenging sport, but it is fun for 
everyone!
Whether you run or not, you should go try out for it. It keeps you in shape 
and gets you prepared for every other sport you may play. When you are 
running, there is a crowd on each side of the route. They cheer very loud 
and it encourages you to run hard. The terrain can vary from grass to dirt 
to even water! In one of my meets we ran through about 10 inches of water 
for about 100 yards. It was very cool! Before you run you cannot eat a lot 
or you’ll get sick. When you are running, teammates will encourage you till 
the end. You practice about every day after school, but at the end of the 
season it really pays off. Speaking about the end, at the end of the whole 
season you might qualify for state! State is the biggest and toughest meet of 
the season. It is challenging, tough, but it is the most exhilarating  meet you 
will encounter. Cross Country is a great sport, and I think that you should try 
it too!
Drew Determan  Mater Dei-Nativity  Grade 8  

It’s 15 to 15, and there are three seconds left. The audience holds their 
breath. You are sitting on the bench trying to drink your water. Your server 
throws the ball in the air and hits it. The other team misses the ball, and your 
team cheers. Just as the buzzer goes off, you look at the score. 16 to 15, 
you won! 
Your whole team runs up to your server and hugs her while she stands in the 
middle with a huge smile on her face. You line-up and shake hands with the 
other team, then run to your parents. You high-five your dad and hug your 
mom. You can still feel the excitement in the air. This was the second game 
you had won. You had another game in an hour so you grabbed some 
lunch and talked with your friends. Before you know it, your coach is calling 
your team into the gym. You grab your water and run in with your team. 
Time for your next volleyball game. 
Rachel B.   Mater Dei-Nativity  Grade 7
    
Did you know that there are three different levels of difficulty on ski hills? The 
hardest level, the Black Diamond, is a very long, steep, and skinny course 
that I have never gone on. The easiest level, the Green Circle, is short, wide, 
and not very steep. The Blue Square, the medium course, is equally as long 
as the Black Diamond, but not as steep or wide. Every year we go to a ski 
park somewhere near Minneapolis, Minnesota. I have been skiing since 
I was six years old, and I am now twelve and still have not gone down a 
Black Diamond. 
Skiing is fun because everyone can do it, and if you don’t want to you can 
snowboard. One person in my whole family can snowboard, but it helps 
that she lives in Minnesota. When we go to ski, we stay at my great aunt’s 
house in a suburb of Minneapolis. Every year we eat burgers, chicken, 
and fries for lunch as we spend one hour warming up, even though twenty 
minutes are spent putting on and taking off ski clothes. I have had a great 
time skiing and I hope you try it too.   
Morgan D.   Mater Dei-Nativity  Grade 7

SPORTS
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Special Holiday Writings
The Beautiful Christmas Day
Hayley Heineman Sgt. Bluff-Luton Grade 5
I woke up to the smell of smoked ham and the sound of 
my stomach screaming and moaning.  I got up and went 
downstairs for some steamy hot cocoa with whipped 
cream to motivate me to open every last present crammed 
underneath my plastic tree.  I walked past the fake tree 
and stared at the dazzling ornaments like precious 
memories all arranged neatly on the brittle branches.
The crackling fireplace was glue holding everyone in the 
room.  My brother opened his smallest present first and 
was surprised to see a new phone staring back at him.  
The gloomy, sleepy look on his face disappeared, and he 
lit up with zeal.  He was a stone, sitting there smiling with 
pure joy as if he won the lottery.
We opened all of our neatly-wrapped presents and sat 
on the cozy couch to watch lame Christmas movies and 
lick our refreshing mint candy canes.  I got an irresistible 
urge to break free from the movie and go outside.  I 
slipped on my velvety gloves and went upstairs for 
my thick boots.  I was hit with the delightful smell of 
cinnamon.  The cinnamon candle was like an unpaid 
employee doing its job to add a slight sense of happiness 
to the room.
I slipped on my polka-dot snowsuit and grabbed a fresh 
sugar cookie on the way outside. The smell of raw pine 
lingered in the crisp air.  It was a piece of heaven on 
earth.  Everything was calm. The naked trees shivered 
like a cold, wet dog.  The snow burned my hands and my 
lungs.  My frosty breath whitened the air like ivory paint.  
I had never even thought of a place more serene than this 
in my entire life.  My peace and calmness was interrupted 
from a yelping phone inside. It was Aunt Linda and Uncle 
Kevin. That’s when I realized… almost every day you’re 
on your phone.  Be it text message, call, boredom, and 

just plain curiosity.  But, looking back on my whole winter, 
I had barely ever checked technology.  Some might think 
I was cut off from the world, but I would never think of it 
that way.
Winter is a season I always look forward too.  Sure it’s 
cold, and yeah, it’s harsh, but so is life.  Winter is where 
I go to my grandma’s and help bake cookies.  It’s where 
I watch lame Christmas movies and lick candy canes.  It’s 
where I fight with my brother for no reason (and the best 
type of show is cartoons, Tyler). It’s where the madness 
of life calms down and everything stops. It’s where I will 
make precious memories I will never forgotten.

I am going to the North Pole. I will pack my favorite toy. 
My dad will get in the car and drive 201,010 miles. I will 
play with a candy cane. I met Santa Claus. Santa Claus 
took us home in his sleigh. He took out the toys so we 
would have enough room. 
Meagan S. Missouri Valley  Grade 2

 I’m going on a trip to Chocolate Land. I got clothes. It 
took me three whole hours to get there.
I took a train. There’s a whole bunch of chocolate. My 
whole family went and ate chocolate. A 
big plane came and picked us up. 
Rylie C.  Missouri Valley  Grade 2
   
 I went to Chocolate Land, yaaaa. First I packed my 
bathing suit. I got there by chocolate train. 
So had my dad. He got fat.. We bathed in the chocolate 
pool. We ate a little bit. It took one hundred seconds. It 
was fun. Then there were chocolate elves at the store. 
They were good, yum! I got back home on the chocolate 
train. Last we brought home some chocolate elves and I 
ate them!   
Noah R.  Missouri Valley  Grade 2

My Favorite Season: Winter

It’s the end of fall, but not spring yet.  Winter is here. 
The crisp, ivory snow is crunching beneath my boots like 
potato chips.  When I get too cold I go in for a smooth, 
soft mug of hot chocolate that warms me up as if it were 
a hot summer day. 
Then when I get back outside there are kids screaming 
like joyous banshees.  All the boisterous snow boots are 
sprinting around like “The Flash.”  In the distance I can 
hear snowballs being thrown all around.  So I go check 
it out.
There are packed snowballs screaming a battle cry all 
over the place, so I go join in.  I get hit with so many 
snowballs it’s like I’m being assaulted by a machine-gun.  
I pick up some snowballs and start making them sprint 
towards the other kids.  I try to run to my medium- sized 
snow fort but my weighty snow gear is slowing me down, 
and it’s like I’m a turtle. 
After that I go inside for some mouth-watering, sweet, 
savory marshmallows disappearing in my mouth.  That’s 
why winter is a burst of joy to me.
The frigid air the next day is like needles poking me in 
the face.  The fluffy, damp snow is like a gigantic pillow 
stretched across the ground.  All the wind is like a Howler 
Monkey through my window. There are snow-covered 
hills standing in the park like statues, it was like they were 
letting me sled down them.  
Then I go home and settle down with a fit for a king drink 
of hot chocolate.  Finally we go to bed to wait for another 
day of snow-filled fun.
Wyatt Colvert Sgt. Bluff-Luton  Grade 5

The leaves have finished falling from the trees and the 
only green things in sight are the spiny leaves of pine 
trees, which never fall off. The ground is white like a field 
of overgrown cotton. It is winter, the coldest season of the 
year.
I go inside to get out of the cold and decide to warm up 

HOLIDAY WRITINGS
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with hot chocolate. As the hot chocolate runs down my 
throat I look outside and see my fluffy white cat, Rocky, 
mining the snow.
I go outside to pet him while he is digging in the deep 
snow. When I get close enough to pet him something 
cold and hard hit the back of my head. Then I turn 
around to see my brother, Aidan, chucking snowballs 
at me. I decide to retaliate throwing snowball after 
snowball at Aidan, while he does the same.  Soon we 
run out of snowballs and decide to make two snow forts, 
one for each of us. The forts would be used in another 
fierce battle. When we finish them we start hurling more 
snowballs at each other. The forts are like tiny castles 
trying to destroy each other. Soon we run out of snowballs 
again and decide to get out our speedy sleds. The snow 
forts are now piles of icy rubble. 
We walk into the large garage to get our speedy sleds 
out and slide down the steep hill, accelerating like rockets.  
It seems like we were going as fast as a cheetah. When 
we come to a stop our sleds throw us to the snow-covered 
ground. After hours of fun in the frigid snow we go back 
inside. Tomorrow is Christmas, my favorite holiday.  We 
leave chocolate chip cookies and milk on the table for 
Santa and go to bed.
When we wake up we see our presents which were boxes 
lined up under the Christmas tree. Before we open them 
we take a picture to remember what it looked like.  In 
the picture the Christmas tree was a guard dog, carefully 
watching our presents and making sure that they are 
all where they should be. We open presents and take 
pictures all day, from morning to night. 
Ryan Slaughter Sgt. Bluff-Luton  Grade 5

Sledding
Do you like sledding in the winter? I do, and there’s a 
really fun place to sled in Hinton, it’s just a hill. I have 
been there once and it was SO much fun! When I got 
there I jumped out of the car and ran to the trunk to grab 
my sled and ran to the top of the hill. I put my sled at the 
edge of the hill and gave it a light shove. It slowly started 
down the hill; I ran and jumped on it. Whoosh! I went 
down so fast! When I finally came to a complete stop I 
grabbed my sled and ran back up the hill. I repeated this 
for almost two hours. Then I had to leave, but when I got 
home there was a nice big cup of hot cocoa waiting for 
me. I sat down with my big, red, fluffy blanket and hot 
cocoa to warm up. 
Dylan Harrington Mater Dei            Grade 8

Once upon a time Santa and his elves were getting ready 
for Christmas. Santa said, “I can already smell and taste 
the awesome cookies everyone made me.” 
Christmas came and Santa set off for the voyage. He 
had 16,000 houses left to do. He finished half of them, 
now he had 8,000 houses left. Before he knew it, he had 
4,000 houses left. All of sudden a huge gust of wind 
came. Santa’s sleigh was like a roller coaster. The wind 
knocked Santa out of his sleigh. He called his elves on his 
iPhone. He said he had fallen and couldn’t get up. The 
elves took Santa to the hospital to have surgery. The elves 

then finished Santa’s job. Santa recovered and is jolly and 
happy again. 
Nathan Tiedtke Mater Dei-Nativity Grade 7                                     
The Most Wonderful Time of the Year
Goodbye autumn and hello winter!  Get ready for frigid 
breezes and hot chocolate to warm you up.  If you take a 
walk around you will definitely hear some muffled wind, 
and you’ll most certainly step on some crunchy snow.
If you go inside you will probably hear some thundering 
Christmas music.  When Christmas comes it’ll sound 
like a grenade went off in the house.  If you look out a 
window you’ll see glistening snow just sleeping happily on 
the ground.  If you’re still looking out, you just might see 
miniature flakes of snow pile up on each other.  You will 
probably see some gregarious people, too.
Something I know you’ll like is the extravagant food.  The 
minty candies are like explosions of flavor in my mouth.  
The tasteful cookies are like little cakes in disguise.  The 
smell of the smoky fire gives me a warm sensation.  Rows 
of delicious soups stand like soldiers forming a line.  
Sweet mushy pumpkin pie slices are standing in rows of 
five.
The shiny decorations are all over the house.  The 
colossal tree is a statue that stays at the edge of the 
room.  Immense stockings hang over the chimney.  
Polished presents are laid under the towering tree.  The 
radiant lights are little stars trapped in a bottle.  Vibrant 
ornaments are hung like a giant sheet lay on top of it.  
For all these reasons and more, it makes me believe that 
winter truly is the most wonderful time of the year. 
Carter Gill Sgt. Bluff-Luton  5th Grade

One Christmas tradition in my family is to go to my 
grandma and grandpa’s house.  I go to my grandma’s 
house two or three days before everyone else because 
my mom and dad are working.  I help get things set up 
for our Christmas.  When everyone gets there we play 
games.  Then we watch a movie and have popcorn 
and hot chocolate.  After the movies we open our gifts 
and each lunch.  My mom also makes all of us go by 
the fireplace so we can take pictures.  That is one of my 
Christmas traditions.
Audrey M. Akron-Westfield  Grade 4

A Family on Christmas Eve
Many years ago, on Christmas Eve, sat four children close 
to a fire.  They all loved Christmas!  All of them, that is, 
but their oldest brother John.  John did not.  He often told 
his four siblings, “There is no point to Christmas, ever 
since father died.”
The four siblings did not listen to John.  They wanted 
Christmas to be happy, but he did not.  Their father had 
died on Christmas Eve eight years before.  John dearly 
loved his father.  He was so sad.
That night, the wind blew very strong and then John 
shivered in his bed.  He heard someone call out, “John!”  
Then a bright light woke him up and towards him came 
his Lord.  Without knowing how, John just knew it was the 
Lord in all His glory.
The Lord said to John, “Christmas is when you celebrate 

the birth of my Son, Jesus.  Do not tell your family that 
Christmas is pointless.  Tell them that that little baby Jesus 
grew up to die for them.”
But John cried, “Could you bring back my father?”
He gently told John, “Your father is not gone; he is in 
heaven with me.  Your Bible tells you, too, John, to believe 
and thou shalt be saved.”
On Christmas morning, all the children were very 
surprised that John was with them to open their gifts.  John 
now knew that because his father had put his trust in 
Jesus, he should, too, and someday they would both be 
together in heaven.  That made it the best Christmas ever 
for John!
Grace Hobbs Homeschool  Grade 6

Christmas 
Christmas is near, too near.
It snows, it blows.
Cold whispers in my ear.
The shimmering moon sparkles on the 
snow.
Christmas is near, too near.
Sipping hot cocoa!
Come back summer, come back!
Shivering, Whispering.
Ice cold, too cold!
Christmas is near, too near.
Caroling, baking, wrapping presents.
Gathering with family and friends.
Enjoying the holiday season! 
Christmas is finally here!
Carter C. Akron-Westfield  
4th Grade
Family
The air is brisk
The leaves crunching under my feet
These are the signs that winter is on its way!
Spending time with family and friends
Celebrating the holidays together
It’s the best time of the year!
Conner M. Akron-Westfield  4th Grade
Snow Haiku Poem
Sledding down the hill
Building a tall, white snowman
Throwing a snowball!
Ben Philips Akron-Westfield  4th Grade
One of my family’s favorite Christmas traditions is to 
have the Elf on a Shelf visit our family each year.  The 
naughtiest thing that my elf, Bolt, did was to write on our 
mirror with toothpaste.  Another time, he put stickers all 
over my sister’s face while she was sleeping.  Sometimes, 
he even writes notes to us on a piece of paper.  Once in 
a while, our Elf on a Shelf is nice and brings us presents.  
Our Elf on a Shelf is a boy and is really good at hiding.  I 
am usually sad after Christmas because he has to leave 
without saying goodbye!  I can’t wait until my Elf on the 
Shelf starts his mischievous acts again this year!
Laytin K. Akron-Westfield  4th Grade 

HOLIDAY WRITINGS
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Ms. Jungers’ Kindergarten class from Hunt Elementary is busy learning so very much this month!  They wanted to share a little bit about their learning with 
all of us and the note that sent to our Texas and New Jersey friends.

Dear Mrs. Clancy’s and Ms. D’s Class,
It is November!  We have been busy learning our letters and numbers.  We have been learning PAWS for 
showing good behavior.  We like singing and doing November songs.  We are loving school and we are hoping it 
snows very soon!  We are making new friends each and every day. We are learning new exciting things each 
and every day…like reading and counting.  How about you?

Ms. Jungers’ Class

Dear Special Kindergarten Friends,
We’ve been discussing special jobs and careers in class and since it is the holiday season, we were wondering how 
someone got a job at the North Pole.  We also wondered, out of all the reindeer and elves to pick, how were they selected for certain jobs.  We decided it 
would be fun to write a little set about our qualifications as either a North Pole elf or a North Pole reindeer.  If you’d like, try this yourself.  What would you 
need to be a great reindeer, not an ordinary one….and how about a chef elf, or a toy making elf…or a chorus elf…at the North Pole.  We had fun!  We 
hope you have fun reading our qualifications.
Ms. D’s Kindergarten from Texas

Mrs. Clancy’s Kindergarten Poetry Class sends this special note to readers:

We hope you are all having fun getting ready for the holiday season!  We have been learning about the many different holidays around the world.  What 
is your favorite holiday?  We are working on poems about our favorite traditions and today we learned how to write an acrostic poem.  We  wrote the 
word “Thanks” down the page and then thought up words that helped to describe what we are thankful for across the page.  Soon we will learn about 
haiku poetry, an ancient form of Japanese poems!!  We LOVE learning about happenings in your classrooms, thank you for sharing your stories and 
pictures.
Happy Holidays!
Mrs. Clancy and PNSK kinder friends!

(You can try this, too!)
T_______
H_______
A_______
N_______
K_______
S_______

KINDER KIDS

Being Kind
I could trade toys.   Kandon T.
I can share my toys.   Miguel A.
I can help someone tie their shoes. Josue C.
I can help someone who falls.  Lylli H.

For Your Information!
It is cold outside!  Ozzy C.
I see the clouds.   Miguel
In our state of Iowa, it is cold! Navaida B.
I can see the snow.  Ozzy C.
Wait, I smell cookies.  Matthew S.

Reindeer Thomas
I am good at flying.
Reindeer are good.
Elves have skills.

Wyatt Reindeer
I like toys.
I see my reindeer friends.
I can run fast.

Elf Rosy
I can give kids some presents.
I can bake cookies.
I can decorate people’s houses.

Sammy Reindeer
I am good at running.
I can fly fast.
I am good at teamwork.

Elf Malachi
I am helpful.
I can make toys that run on batteries.
I am good at writing Christmas cards.

Niko Reindeer
I can run fast.
I can help Santa fly.
I can eat carrots, too.
I can give carrots to the other reindeer.

Shelby Reindeer
I like to run fast.
I like presents.
I like to be helpful.

Sean Elf
I can send elf notes.
I am good at wrapping presents.
I can bake cookies.

Mariana Reindeer
I am good at running.
I am good at flying.
I am good at making friends.

Angelo Reindeer
I can build a snowman.
I like to play snowball fights.
I like to play with my friends.
KEEP GOING THERE IS MORE

Amery Reindeer
I am a lady reindeer.
I am scared of snow monsters.

Elf, Ms. D.
I love to teach elf children to decorate 
Christmas trees and frost cookies!
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P is for Penguin

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. 
Have your child read with you. Trace the uppercase 
and lowercase letter P. Say the letter as you trace it.

How many     ?

Learning Buddies: 
Trace and say the 
number. Read the 

questions. Touch and 
count to find the answers.

p is for penguin

How many words or pictures can 
you find on this page that start 
with the sound the letter P makes 
in the word penguin?

pineapples

How many        ?
pumpkins

Pablo Penguin loved sheets of ice
Every day he’d skate them twice.
He loved the chill upon his nose
And the frigid feeling in his toes!

Can you find 3 or more 
differences between this 

penguin and his 
reflection?

How many         ?
penguins

With your child, look 
through the newspaper to 

find pictures of things 
that start with or have in 
the word the same sound 

as the letter P in 
penguin.

Point to the number 
4 in the newspaper. 

Have your child say the 
number and, if it’s large 
enough, have your child 

trace the number.

Cut pictures of animals 
out of the newspaper. 

Sort them into groups by 
the kind of skin or 

surface covering they 
have (examples: fur, 

feathers, scales, 
smooth).  Ask what 

group humans belong in.

Sit your child in your lap 
and point to large 

pictures in the newspaper. 
Name the things you 

point to. Let your child 
point to objects for you to 

name. Ask questions 
about the pictures. For 
example, “Where is the 

dog on this page?”

Cut out one column of 
news that goes the full 
length of a newspaper 

page. Ask your child to 
find things that are the 

same length as the strip. 
If something is longer, 
have your child guess 
how many strips long 

the object is.

Measuring StripsWhere and WhatFur and FeathersMath PlayLetter Identification
Pick up a pencil and a 
page of the newspaper. 
With your child, find 
and circle the letters 
that spell a friend’s 

name. With the pencil, 
connect the circled 

letters. What does your 
pencil design look like?

Pencil Pal
Look through the 
newspaper to find 

examples of things we 
need to stay alive. Talk 
with your child about 
why we need food, 
water, shelter and 
clothing. Does a 

penguin need these?

Staying Alive
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Page 6
What is the largest organ in your body?
Your skin

Page 10
Use the code to discover what Clara used.
Shoe

Page 8
Use the code to find the missing words.
- That’s a SATELLITE.
- The pictures can tell them how much 

OZONE is in the earth’s atmosphere.
- Over ANTARCTICA, the pictures show 

what looks like a HOLE.
- The ‘HOLE’ is actually a place where 

there is so little ozone that pictures can’t 
detect any.

Page 21
Find the two identical hockey players.
F & G

Page 7
Where do you think you have the most 
receptors?

Page 9
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Page 11
Can you find the sweets that match?

Page 12
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Page 16
Draw the next four phases of the moon.

PAGE 11

PAGE 10 PAGE 19

PAGE 20

PAGE 21

PAGE 25

TO BE A PART OF KID SCOOP NEWS 
SIOUXLAND CALL 712-293-4303 OR EMAIL 

JHOPKINS @SIOUXCITYJOURNAL.COM



To Adopt A Classroom Please Call (712)293-4303 www.NIESiouxland.com © Vicki Whiting November 2015

33

Special Holiday Writings
Do you have an Elf on the Shelf at your 
house?  My elf, George, visits our house 
every December before Christmas.  At 
first we thought our elf was nice but we 
changed our minds after a few of his 
stunts.  He once drew on our school 
pictures on the wall.  My sister and I had 
devil ears and tails drawn on us.  We 
later found him sitting on our coffee table 
with an Expo marker in his hand and an 
evil look on his face!  Every morning my 
sister and I wake up early to try to see 
what he has been up to while we were 
sleeping.  If you have an Elf on the Shelf 
at your house, have fun and GOOD 
LUCK!
Alyse G.   
Akron-Westfield  Grade 4

It’s the most wonderful time of the year. 
The atmosphere during Christmas time is 
truly magical. And with every family there 
is a different tradition. I’m going to tell 
you about my family’s tradition. It started 
about fifty years ago.
My great grandfather, a meteorologist, 
often had to get up at around three in the 
morning to go to work. Therefore, he had 
to eat breakfast very early in the morning. 
Slowly, he began to get used to having 
breakfast very late at night, or very early 
in the morning. Inspired by this, my great 
grandfather started the tradition of having 
breakfast for dinner each Christmas, 
instead of the typical turkey or ham. We 
still practice that tradition today.
Howard W.   
Mater Dei-Nativity Grade 8

Christmas Morning at My Grandparents’ 
Lake. The crisp surface of the fresh and 
white snow breaks under my feet.
Soon I know I shall greet
The beautiful chaos of so many spirits
Brought together for Christmas merits.
The barren trees wait to begin a new 
year.
In the distance, though faint, I can hear
People playing on the frozen lake,
Leaving loving memories in their wake. 
I can nearly taste the grape salad and 
smell all the other foods.
All these things set the mood.
Especially the white snow-wearing ground 
That awaits the first sounds
Of presents being opened

As this marvelous day will continue to 
brighten.
Erin Cleary    
Mater Dei Nativity Grade 8

You know those delicious and amazing 
special foods you get just on the holidays, 
like pies, roasts, eggnog, and other tasty 
desserts? An amazing classic is pie. Pie 
is great and a tradition in many homes. 
There are many different and creative 
types of pie. My personal favorite is 
banana cream pie. Other people enjoy 
pumpkin, apple, key lime, and chocolate.
There are other yummy holiday foods 
too such as warm soups and chocolate-
covered pretzels. Traditional foods come 
in many odd shapes and sizes. There is 
always a special food that a family makes 
year after year. Some people’s favorite 
food choices, and a great conversation 
topic, may be a topic that you argue 
about. All traditional foods are a fun and 
yummy addition to the holidays.
Collin Jackson   
Mater Dei Nativity Grade 8

The Pickle 
Christmas is my favorite holiday and my 
family and I have a tradition we would 
like to share with you. We call it “the 
pickle”. The pickle is a green pickle-
shaped Christmas ornament. The pickle 
tradition started in Germany and has been 
celebrated for over 100 years throughout 
many homes all over the world. 
On Christmas Eve, we leave the pickle 
ornament out with the cookies and 
milk. We also add a little note saying 
something along the lines of “please hide 
the pickle in the tree”. My family has two 
Christmas trees, so it’s harder to find. 
When the first kids find it, they get a prize 
like cookies or candy. I remember getting 
up really early trying to be as quiet as 
I could to try to find the pickle before 
my sister did. That doesn’t always work 
because she finds me trying to look and 
gets mad at me! I don’t blame her, I would 
too
When my mom and dad wake up, we can 
officially start our hunt. We look high and 
low. I remember when I was little I found 
it but couldn’t reach it because I was too 
short. My sister claimed she found it first 
even though she saw me point to it. My 
family has been doing this tradition for 

as long as I remember. I hope you and 
your family could try this tradition out too.  
Isabelle Bertram
Mater Dei Nativity  Grade 7

Grandpa’s Applesauce
My grandpa makes the best applesauce. 
It’s not your traditional smooth 
applesauce. It’s minced apple pieces 
and a mix of a lot of ingredients. My 
grandpa adds cinnamon and lots of other 
ingredients I don’t know about. It is like 
a mixture of applesauce and cinnamon 
and is usually kept cold in a glass jar. 
It is absolutely delicious! The mixture of 
cinnamon, apple sauce, and minced 
applesauce is so tasty.  The texture is the 
texture of traditional apple sauce; I can 
just imagine how good it is right now. I 
can’t wait until he makes it again.
 Ben Raymond
 Mater Dei - Nativity  Grade 7 
“I can’t wait for Christmas! One more 
day…” Joseph said.
It was Christmas Eve and Joseph, the 
5 year old, Julie, the 12 year old, and 
Jeff, the 15 year old, were waiting for 
Christmas. Well, Jeff wasn’t.
“I stopped believing in Santa when I was 
what, 10?” Jeff said.
“SHH! Santa might hear you…” Julie said 
quietly, “and if he does, Santa might put 
you on the naughty list.”
Jeff hated all holidays. He would set the 
turkey free for Thanksgiving; he would 
take all Easter eggs so no one could get 
them, and even take the fireworks for 
the Fourth of July. He especially hated 
Christmas.
“Ooh! The naughty list!” Joseph said.
“So what?” Jeff replied. “What, am I 
going to get coal for Christmas? Wow, 
that’s so bad. And will somebody TURN 
THAT STUPID FAN OFF?!”
Then Jeff stomped out of the room.
It was Christmas Day, 7:00 a.m.
“Kids come here!” their parents said.  
Joseph and Julie came running down the 
stairs while Jeff slowly followed. 
“Whatever,” Jeff said, “at least I get free 
candy.”
 He looked into his stocking and found 5 
pieces of coal, and saw that Joseph and 
Julie were eating candy canes from their 
stockings. 
“Why did I get coal?” Jeff asked in shock.
“Maybe because you didn’t believe,” Julie 
said with her green candy cane.
Macaden Nelson

Mater Dei – Nativity  Grade 7

Opening up the oven to the smell of fresh 
cookies with my dad is amazing. My 
uncle makes the best cookies ever. The 
recipes have been passed down by my 
family. Every year my dad and I go help 
him. We normally stay up until midnight to 
get it done. We are at his house for about 
a week straight.
Do you know the feeling of delicious 
mouthwatering cookies? It is the best 
when you shape the cookies into anything 
you want. Our cookies are usually sugar 
cookies. I love eating the cookies most. In 
the end, all of the work is worth is worth 
it.
Ethan Gilmore
Mater Dei-Nativity  Grade 7

Traditions are things you do that have 
been passed down by your ancestors. 
Traditions for Christmas would be baking 
Christmas cookies and eating them on 
Christmas Eve. You could also go sledding 
down a hill with your friends or family. 
You might also decorate a Christmas tree 
or your house. Another Christmas tradition 
would be singing Christmas carols.
The traditions that I do with my family are 
pretty cool. We make tamales and eat 
them on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day. On Christmas Day, we try to feel 
and hear what’s in our presents before 
opening them. We also invite my relatives 
over to my house and watch movies or 
play video games. My grandparents also 
come all the way from Mexico for three 
months.
Tony Guerra
Mater-Dei Nativity  Grade 8

As the snow sparkles in the moonlight
Making things amazingly bright,
As teeth chatter and coats are thick,
We try to get inside, and make it quick.
The snow falls silently in the night,
Making everything seem all right.
After all, in this chilly air,
We go out, but only if we dare…
Aubrie Harrington
Mater Dei-Nativity  Grade 7

HOLIDAY WRITINGS
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MRS BENGFORDS 8TH GRADE STUDENTS AT MATER 

DEI LOVE KID SCOOP NEWS SIOUXLAND

SERIOUS READING AT MATER DEI-NATIVITY WHEN KID  SCOOP NEWS ARRIVES

During the 2015-16 school year Kid Scoop News Siouxland and Claudia Hessa 
owner/baker at Sioux City’s fabulous Sugar Shack will be sponsoring a “Best in 
Class” Teacher of the Month contest.  Every day teachers inspire the minds and 
imaginations of young people, provide safe places for students to grow and play, 
and give students the skills and confidence for the future. Celebrate those special 
people by nominating a teacher and including a short descriptive paragraph about 
“why” this teacher should be the “Best in Class” Teacher of the Month. Winning 
“teachers” will receive a special treat from Sugar Shack and a “basket of goodies” 
from Kid Scoop News Siouxland.
Complete the entry below and email, snail mail and/or bring it in.  A panel of 
judges will determine the best entry and award the “Best in Class” prize to the 
winning teacher. 

BEST IN CLASS ~ TEACHER OF THE MONTH 
NOMINATE YOUR TEACHER!

Teacher’s Name: ____________________________________________________

Nominated by: _____________________________________________________

School Attending: ___________________________________________________

Grade: ____________________________________________________________

Tell Us Why Your Teacher is Great!: _____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Return entry to:   Sugar Shack/Kid Scoop News Teacher of the Month
 
NIE Siouxland
515 Pavonia
Sioux City, Iowa  51102

Or Email it to us at:  
jhopkins@siouxcityjournal.com
nicole.schweitzberger@lee.net

“BEST OF CLASS” TEACHER OF THE 
MONTH WINNER, MR. BENSON  

Each month,  Claudia Hessa at Sugar Shack Bakery and Kid Scoop News 
Siouxland  honor a classroom teacher with a special gift basket.  We receive 
so very many nominations from students, and it is very difficult to select 

just one.  This month’s recipient was given the special honor due to the fact 
the student, Cali Cooper had been a new student in September and she was 
grateful to Mr. Benson, 4th Grade teacher at Sunnyside, for all of his help 
with her transition.  KUDOS to all of our teachers and their support and 
encouragement for our children.  A special thank you to Mr. Benson, for 

making Cali’s move a little bit easier.

MY TEACHER IS SPECIAL BECAUSE….
I had just moved to Iowa from Arizona and I thought I wouldn’t have any 

friends and I just wouldn’t know anyone.  But now, I have so many friends 
because Mr. Benson showed me around and helped me make new friends.  He 

is so..so…so…so…kind.  He is fun and patient to be around.  I know he is 
going to be a great teacher to have this year.  He is the best I can think of and 

He would make a really great teacher of the month!
CALI COOPER  SUNNYSIDE ELEMENTARY  GRADE 4

NIE SIOUXLAND



To Adopt A Classroom Please Call (712)293-4303 www.NIESiouxland.com © Vicki Whiting November 2015

35

PARTNERSHIP IN EDUCATION
SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT

If you wish to become a sponsor TODAY please complete this form. 
Keep one copy for your records and RETURN the original to:

Kid Scoop News - NIE Siouxland
attn: Nicole Schweitzberger

PO Box 118, Sioux City, IA 51102
make checks payable to Kid Scoop News - NIE Siouxland

Business Name: _______________________________________________________________

Contact Person: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________________________________

Email:  ______________________________________________________________________

SELECTED PARTNERSHIP LEVEL

Silver Corporate     $1,000

Partner In Education   $250

Bronze Corporate         $500

Classroom   $125

Gold Corporate      $2,500

Benefactor                $5,000

Thank You for your support. Your contribution toward promoting literacy 
in our community is an investment in the future of the Siouxland area.

one community. 
one goal. 
one child at a time.

one community. one goal. one child at a time.

I LOVE IT BECAUSE YOU CAN SEE TOPICS FROM KIDS PERSPECTIVES AND STORIES ARE COOL 
AND I WOULDN’T KNOW ABOUT THESE THINGS WITHOUT KID SCOOP NEWS ~ MARA, AGE 11

I LIKE KID SCOOP NEWS BECAUSE YOU GET TO MEET NEW PEOPLE AND GET TO HEAR NEW 
STORIES, ABOUT THEM AND THEY ALL LOVE WHAT THEY ARE DOING. ~ ALEXIS, AGE 11

. I HAVE TO THANK YOU LADIES FOR DOING ALL OF THIS. I HAVE A STUDENT WHO REALLY 
STRUGGLES WITH WRITING, BUT FOR SOME REASON THE TOPIC THIS WEEK GRABBED HIS 
ATTENTION. HE WROTE THE MOST AMAZING ARTICLE ABOUT THE MILITARY, IT BROUGHT 

TEARS TO MY EYES! I AM SO PROUD OF HIM!
~ 3RD GRADE TEACHER AT HINTON

JUST WANTED TO LET YOU KNOW HOW MUCH I 
ENJOY READING KID SCOOP NEWS SIOUXLAND.  I’VE 
LEARNED SO MUCH ABOUT THE SIOUX CITY REGION 
AND THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE THERE.  TO ME, THE 
BEST PART IS THAT THE FEATURE ARTICLES ARE 
WRITTEN BY LOCAL STUDENTS, HIGHLIGHTING ALL 
THE REGIONAL PLACES, BUSINESSES AND PEOPLE 
THAT MAKE SIOUXLAND SO INTERESTING.  THE 
MAGAZINE’S CONNECTION TO THE COMMUNITY, 
AS WELL AS THE SCHOOLS, IS WHAT MAKES IT SO 
INFORMATIVE AND ENTERTAINING FOR READERS OF 
ALL AGES.  I LOOK FORWARD TO MY NEXT VISIT TO 
SIOUX CITY, AND TO THE NEXT ISSUE OF KID SCOOP 
NEWS SIOUXLAND!

PAULA HORII
PRINCIPAL
CARDINAL PUBLIC RELATIONS, LLC
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

COCOA AND A DONUT AND KID SCOOP NEWS IN MRS. MEAD’S RIVERSIDE CLASS.

NIE SIOUXLAND

MRS MEAD’S RIVERSIDE 

CLASS CHECKING  

OUT KID SCOOP NEWS

MRS. CLANCY’S NEW JERSEY KINDERS...WE LIKE OUR KID SCOOP NEWS FRIENDS!
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Classroom Sponsors
Tanworld & Lori Lee’s
Bruce & Jeanette Hopkins
United Bank of Iowa, Moville
Book People
Triview/Quality Telecommunications
KVLZ Custom Bailing, Climbing Hill
Akron Gold & Silver
Bluebird Springs Orchard - Akron
Deck Law

Paul & Tamme Saul
Yellow Rose Catering - Moville
Gretchen Gondek
Dr. Stee Maxwell
Helen Maxwell
Dr. Earl Maxwell 
Sterk Financial - Dakota Dunes
Granny Stitches
Friendship & Service Club, Akron, IA

Judie Uhlir
EFMC Inc.
Bill & Becky McKenny
Doug Harrold
Allan Wall
In Memory of Gene Windeshausen, 
Principal at Crescent Park & Bryant
In Memory of Amzia & Iva VanLaningham  
Rebo’s 

Bob & Sharon Kirschbaum
McClure Engineering
Lester A. Juon
New Horizons United Church of Christ 
Craft Auto Body 
Quality Backhoe Service 
CD Norvell PC, Tax & Accounting Services 
Cardinal Public Relations
The Glass Shop

Partners In Education
AFSCME Local 212
Anonymous Sponsor
Charlies 
Irwin Painting
Lilly Family Dentistry
Belle Touché

THANKS

You!Thank
from

Your  
Company Here

Become a sponsor of a classroom today! Sponsorship forms are on page 31

Chesterman’s
Summit Dental
Larry & Jeanene Book
First Premier Bank
Bishop Heelan Catholic Schools 
Missouri Valley PTO

Dental DepotThe

Dr. Richard Hettinger


