
Donating money during the holidays is 
good. But if you can’t give money, giving 
your time is very valuable, too. Get great 
ideas for volunteering inside this issue!

HOLIDAY 
GIVING

Bill Cody was one of the �rst Pony Express riders. He went on to 
be a true legend of the Wild West. Read more inside!

BUFFALO BILL CODY

It’s the time of the year to savor 
all the smells, sounds and tastes 
of the season!

TREAT FOR 
THE SENSES
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Use crayons or markers to create a colorful 
winter sweater. Make it dazzling, colorful or 
silly! Then, mail your artwork to us at the 
address below and we’ll publish as many as 
we can in our next issue of Kid Scoop News!

Be creative! Send your �nished artwork to:

The holidays in December 
are a treat for the senses. 
There are special sounds, 
tastes and smells you 
rarely experience the rest 
of the year.

This month, Kid Scoop 
News gets the 
scoop on where 
in the brain you 
actually experience 
sound, taste and smell.

Do you like panda 
bears? Learn more 
about them on Page 
16! Did you know in 
China they hire

people to cuddle and care for 
baby pandas? Would you like 
that job? You have to know a 
lot about panda bears, so get 
your start right here in Kid 
Scoop News!

If you are short on money 
to buy holiday gifts, give the 
gift of time! Make a little 
booklet with gift certificates 
for chores and things you 
can do to help people in your 
family. Each page could 
have a chore such as “Take 
out the Trash,” or “Sweep 
the kitchen.” Think of little 
jobs you don’t normally do, 
but would be a help to a 
loved one.

Sending my warmest wishes 
for a wonderful December 
to you and your family!

Deadline: 

NICOLE SCHWEITZBERGER
NIE Director
The Sioux City Journal
(712)293-4224
nicole.schweitzberger@lee.net

JEANETTE HOPKINS
NIE Educational Coordinator
The Sioux City Journal
(712)293-4328
jhopkins@siouxcityjournal.com

It’s simple!
Your locally-owned car store is proud to support
Siouxland Newspapers In Education and Kids Scoop News.

SIOUX CITY

3601 Singing Hills Blvd. & 2001 E. 6th St., Sioux City • SiouxCityFord.com • 712-277-8420
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actually experience 
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about them on Page 
16! Did you know in 
China they hire

people to cuddle and care for 
baby pandas? Would you like 
that job? You have to know a 
lot about panda bears, so get 
your start right here in Kid 
Scoop News!

If you are short on money 
to buy holiday gifts, give the 
gift of time! Make a little 
booklet with gift certificates 
for chores and things you 
can do to help people in your 
family. Each page could 
have a chore such as “Take 
out the Trash,” or “Sweep 
the kitchen.” Think of little 
jobs you don’t normally do, 
but would be a help to a 
loved one.

Sending my warmest wishes 
for a wonderful December 
to you and your family!
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RINGING IN THE HOLIDAY SEASON WITH RED KETTLES
Allison Liska, Volunteer and Development Director at the Sioux City Salvation Army is very busy this time of year as 
it is time for the annual Red Kettle Event.  As the biggest yearly fund raiser for the Salvation Army, the Red Kettle 
event has been around since 1888 and continues to grow as an iconic event.  The funds collected for this event 
support all of the programs for the local Salvation Army.   Funds are raised for their Pathway of Hope Project, their 
Food Pantry, and for specific social services, such as housing.  They hope, through all of those pennies, nickels and 
dimes…to raise more than $102,000.  Whew!  We should all throw in a few quarters, too!
In the late 1800s, Salvation Army Captain Joseph McFee was saddened to see so many poor individuals in 

San Francisco, particularly children and he decided to do something about it.  His goal was to find a way to give everyone in need a Christmas dinner.  He 
remembered back in England how at one of the major boat landings, boats came in and there a large, iron kettle was called “Simpson’s Pot” where sailors and 
passengers could throw in a coin or two to raise money.  He tried something similar and posted a sign that read, “Keep the Pot Boiling.”  This raised enough 
money for him to feed many people.  The idea spread to Boston and six years later, 150,000 dinners were made to share during the holiday season.  Currently, the Salvation Army partners 
with local stores to place the Red Kettles in front during the Christmas and Holiday season.
This year, beginning on November 8th and ending on December 24th, the night before Christmas, the Sioux City Salvation Army is preparing for a wonderful year.  As mentioned before, it 
will take a great deal of quarters, dimes, and nickels to get to that $102,00.  The money is used for some many great charities and special programs such as their Food Pantry and Pathway of 
Hope.  
Have you noticed the folk by the Red Kettles in shopping centers lately?  Our own Sioux City Salvation Army is out there volunteering for a great cause.  Allison shared that, “It’s a blessing for 
those in need...what makes this so special is that the Red Kettle has become an iconic symbol of the holidays.  Once you hear the ringers, you know that the holiday season has truly begun.”
The Red Kettles have changed lives.  Last year, one of the money sorters for the Salvation Army found a note among the many coins, batteries, silver dollars, lint and crumpled bills.  The note 
was from a woman who had been helped previously by the Red Kettle Event…when she was at her lowest, this assistance brought her “back on her feet” and it completely changed her life.  
She expressed her gratitude and wanted to give back.  Along with the Red Kettle event, the Angel Tree Project also helps during the holiday season…giving to children, a special holiday gift.  
500 families will come to shop during that time and find that perfect gift for a child.  
Hey...if you are interested in being a Santa Ringer you can volunteer at www.registertoring.com.  You will feel great if you sign up and spend a little time ringing the bell, visiting with people 
and helping those in need.  There are a few paid individuals when the venue is larger, but most are volunteers.  Allison meets with as many of the volunteers and bell ringers as she can and 
knows that they represent the cause in a great way.  As Allison said, “it is worth it to stand outside in the cold and know you are helping people in need.”
Isabel Martinez, Olivia Greaves  Holy Cross  Grade 7
Have you ever gone to Wal-Mart and seen a person ringing a bell during the holidays? Well, they are a part of the Salvation Army, a great organization. When you donate, the money goes 
to people in need. When you donate, it gives you a good feeling. It’s for a good cause and you will feel it was important. During the winter season, homeless people are in need of shelter and 
food. Imagine about not having a home during a snow storm. You might be inside, enjoying the heat and a hot chocolate while someone might be outside just hoping to get warm.
It doesn’t take much to donate. The next time you go shopping, look out for them. It’s the right decision to give to someone in need. When you get your allowance, save $1 each time… that’s all 
you need!  The next time you see a Salvation Army bell ringer, just give up that dollar…or more It’s a great way to help those in need… 
 Joe Adams                            Mater Dei   Grade 8
What can you do to give money to someone in need during the Christmas season? Well, you can go around your neighborhood and ask for donations and then you can bring that money to 
the Salvation Army.  The Salvation Army is a program that takes donations during the Christmas season. They have coats and hats that people can have. 
You could just do something as simple as going to church and praying for those in need and for those who need food and clothing to get them through the Christmas season.
Imagine people out in the cold during the winter, freezing cold, and wishing to have a warm house to be in or a nice warm coat and hat. We really don’t know that we have everything that we 
need and there are people who don’t have anything. 
Ireland Uhl   Mater Dei   Grade 7 

MILEY DAVIDSON
PERRY CREEK

GRADE 3

BELLA
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1

ADYSON ZYLSTRA
SIOUX CENTER CHRISTIAN

GRADE 3
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 DANVILLE, Calif. – Have 
 you ever wondered what 
 happens to the crayons you 
 get in restaurants to color  
 while you are waiting for  
 your food?

One day when Bryan 
Ware was at a restaurant 
with his children, he picked 
up one of their crayons and 
asked, “I wonder what happens 
to these crayons after we leave, 
if we don’t take them home?”

Bryan asked his server and was 
shocked and saddened to find out 
that the crayons were thrown away.

He took the crayons home that 
night. He thought the life of a 
crayon should not end after just 
one meal. He thought about the 
thousands of children that would 
enjoy these barely used crayons. 
That’s when he came up with the 
idea of recycling unwanted 
crayons for children.

Bryan started a non-profit called 
The Crayon Initiative. His 
organization collects unwanted 
or broken crayons and melts 
them down to make new crayons 
which are donated to children 
in hospitals.

More than 500,000 pounds of 
crayons end up in landfills 
every year. To date, The Crayon 
Initiative has donated over 
15,000 packs of crayons to 
children’s hospitals.

The crayons are made in Bryan’s 
kitchen. His wife, kids and a lot 
of friends help sort crayons into 
color groups in their backyard.
And volunteers from around the 
community as well as big 
corporations help sort 
crayons, too!

Who is this article 
about?

What is this article 
about?

When did this 
happen?

Where did it 
happen? 

Why did they do it?

Read the article 
on this page. 

Then answer the 
questions below!

The Crayon initiative 
helps the environment 

and kids at the same 
time! Learn more at:

thecrayoninitiative.org

Brand new 
crayons 

arrive at a 
restaurant.

Crayons are 
used by 
kids at 
tables.

Drop crayons 
from table 
into special 

collection box.

Used crayons 
melted down 

and made into 
new crayons.

Crayons 
shipped to 
children’s 
hospitals.
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 Amazing and Artistic Students!
Welcome back to our young artists’ page.  Each month, during the school 
year, we highlight some of the region’s up and coming young visual 
artists.  Art teachers throughout Siouxland and beyond are invited 
to share ideas, lessons and artwork designed by students from the 
elementary and middle schools. 
Poppin’ Bottles n’ Brushes is a locally-owned art instruction boutique located in the Indian 
Hills Shopping Center. Along with Kid Scoop News they sponsor this special art page and 
each month one student is chosen for a special gift certificate to Poppin’ Bottles n’ Brushes! 

This month’s drawing 
winner is Yamilet 

Cisnaeros from Unity 
Elementary School.  

The mixed media art 
piece is full of color 
and texture and a 

wonderful example of 
still life.

“BEST DRESSED TURKEY”  
KENNEDY 

UNITY ELEMENTARY

 “FOOTBALL PLAYER” 
AUSTIN LEANDER  

UNITY ELEMENTARY

“TRAIN”  
KARLEE M. 

AKRON-WESTFIELD

“FENCELINE”  
QUINN L. 

AKRON-WESTFIELD

“FISH”  
TAYVN W. 

AKRON-WESTFIELD

LOGAN
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1

SCARLETT
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1

BRAXTON
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1

ABIGAIL
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1

LAILA
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1

CAMDYN
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1
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olfactory organs

odor
molecules

                        Sweet pine trees, candy canes
         and steaming hot chocolate. Sniff!
Fresh-baked holiday bread, cookies and
roasting turkey. Sniff! The holidays
are full of wonderful smells.

How do you
pick up these
scents? Inside
each of your
nostrils is a tiny
patch, about
the size of a
thumbnail, filled
with olfactory
organs.

Every time
you breathe,
air passes over
the olfactory
organs. Odor
molecules in the
air get caught in
the sticky mucus
covering these organs.

      cientists think that
       different odor molecules
have different shapes. Like a key
fitting into a lock, odor molecule
shapes fit into different olfactory
organs. When an olfactory organ
gets an odor molecule that fits, it
sends a signal to the brain, telling
what kind of smell it is.

Standards Link: Life Science: Students know animals
have structures that serve different functions.

There is a pattern in each trail of smelly vapor. Draw what comes next.

Standards Link: Math: Extend simple patterns.

Match the odor molecules 
to the olfactory organs.

Unlock the
sense of smell.

Standards Link: Reading 
Comprehension: Follow 
simple written directions.
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Use the code to sniff out
some very smelly facts.

A
E
F
I
L
M

=
=
=
=
=
=

N

S

T

V

X

=

=

=

=

=

The Tsetse fly can smell the
breath of a cow from many

The male
silkworm can
smell a female
silk worm from

miles away. Spiders and
scorpions smell

with their

away.

A
bloodhound can
smell a human
fingerprint left

weeks ago.

Winter Air         
After the last leaf falls, it will be sprouting into winter. In the winter I see snow 
trickling down from the sky. I smell the fragrance of crisp cold air. The feel of the 
warm fire blowing onto my cheeks is ideal. “Oh!” the taste of the delectable, 
delicate, sweet apple pie is so warm and crisp.
When the blissful day comes to the end, I hear brown feathered owls talking in 
the gloomy night. I taste the flavorful hot chocolate as I’m about to doze off into 
my slumber.
As I wake up, I hear the birds singing in the bright early morning. I look outside 
and see trees that look like white pearls shimmering. I suddenly hear hyper kids 
outside roaring like angry lions. The sound of plow trucks plowing streets and 
driveways are so loud. As I look at the vivid bright trees one more time they are 
bony skeletons swaying in the breeze.
I can hear the sweet apple pie calling my name. As I sit eating my savory apple 
pie I feel the tepid fire flames against my rosy cheeks. As I look outside I see trees 
dancing in the winter air. I also see children playing. As I go outside my feet sink 
like quicksand is pulling me down. The children running, leaping, and throwing 
snowballs are so amusing to watch. As the cold, intricate snowflakes start making 
their way down I start heading to the park. At the park I see so many people 
skipping down the blanketed path.
When I get home I start putting up the Christmas tree. All the sparkly vivid 
ornaments are so fun to hang up. As I hang up all the sparkly ornaments I notice 
I have one more, the star. After I put the star on I feel so joyful and excited. As I 
turn on the colorful tree it makes me want to sit and admire it all day long.
When Christmas finally comes, my family and I open gifts, talk, and play games. 
After we play games everyone sits and watches a movie in the living room. I 
make some popcorn and other goodies to snack on. Then everyone goes home. 
After New Year’s, I take the tree down.  Until the next snowflake falls next 
November, let the flowers sprout.
Kendal Bueltel  Sgt. Bluff-Luton 

Christmas Here and Gone                                                  
The smell of the fresh baked pie and hearing the songs of the season are only 
a few reasons why I like winter.  It’s such a grand feeling to sit on one of those 
creaky park benches, when the chilly snow makes your body feel like it’s in an 

arctic wind storm. Then you take a drink of hot cocoa and BOOM...just like that, 
you’re warm again!  Another one of my favorite things to do in the winter is to 
watch the green pine trees sway in the frigid, wintery breeze.
It’s so much fun to see the plump presents sitting under the tree like leaves on 
a branch, so still and peaceful.  I enjoy going to church on Christmas Eve and 
hearing the Christmas carols. Then I come home and leap into bed to get a good 
night of sleep. When I’m lying in my cozy, toasty bed it comforts me and lulls me 
too, so I can get my precious sleep.  The next exquisite morning I rush out to see 
what jolly old Saint Nick brought me. When we’re done with opening presents 
some glorious years we have an inferno of heat, but most of the time I have to 
leave the area because the smoke chokes me.  Then I play in the chilly snow!  I 
love to see the bare trees that are bony skeletons dancing in the light wind.  After 
that I trot inside and the smell of the freshly baked pie invites me to have a piece.  
After I eat my scrumptious pie I head in to get ready for bed.  Just as soon as it 
came, Christmas is gone for one more year.
Here’s a bright new month, January!  You know January is like the ending song 
at a party.  January wraps up my favorite season, which is winter.  Good-bye 
winter!  See you next year!   Clark Kiple   Sgt. Bluff-Luton 
 
A Christmas to Remember 
The cold crisp air felt good on my numb face as I walked outside.  The cars were 
quietly trudging through the snow as I watched it pile up. I hear the annoying 
birds singing like Justin Bieber.  I see my brother trying to bury himself. He is a 
very peculiar child. I go to see what he was doing and he pops out trying to 
scare me. I looked at him and said, “You need to try harder.”  We decided to 
have a snowball fight. There were perfectly round snowballs flying everywhere. 
As I was getting more sparkling snow, I looked up and a snowball nailed me in 
the face.  The icy hot sting on my face hurt really badly, and I could feel it in my 
freezing mouth.
After that we went inside.  I could hear the annoying smoke alarm beeping like a 
firetruck. My grandma burnt the ginger bread. “It smells like the oven exploded” 
I said.  She said, “You’re going to eat these.” I said, “No thank you”.  Then an 
hour later the peanut butter filled cookies were ready, but they weren’t burnt. They 
tasted amazing! The frosting was the best.  Then the gingerbread came, and it 
was almost as hot as the sun! They tasted like coal. They were the gingerbread of 
depression and death. They had frowny faces.
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The outer ear acts like a funnel and directs
sounds waves into the ear canal.

Sound waves bump against your ear drum and
make it vibrate.

These vibrations get three little bones shaking.
The bones are called the hammer, anvil and
stirrup.

These bones
cause fluid
inside your
ear to move.
The fluid is
inside a part
of your ear called
the cochlea
(coke-lee-uh).

Inside the
cochlea are
tiny nerve endings
that send the
sound information to
your brain.

Follow the sound of the jingle bell to
find out how our ears work!

Standards Link: Life Science: Humans have structures that serve different functions.

Church bells, jingle bells,
Laughter,
Wrapping paper crinkles,
Holiday sounds from toots to tinkles.
How marvelous it is to hear,
All because of our two ears!
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BRAIN
COCHLEA
STIRRUP
VIBRATIONS
FUNNEL
CANAL
BONES
NERVE
EAR
JINGLE
FLUID
DRUM
BELL
CHURCH
SOUNDStandards Link: Investigations: Find similarities and differences in common objects.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
Ding! Dong! Ding! Dong! Are all of these bells the same? 
Look closer—one bell is different from the rest. Circle it!

The next morning was Christmas. I got up bright and early and ran through the 
house yelling, “SANTA BROKE INTO OUR HOUSE!” My dad got really mad.  
Under the beautiful decorated Christmas tree were thousands of stylish wrapping 
paper, some had reindeer and others had Santa.  When I opened my first present it 
was a phone. My favorite present was an amazing super awesome X-box 1.
The snow began to melt, the cold wind stopped, and the leaves came back. It was 
spring now. All the fun is gone and back to school we go.   Julian Jervik               
 
“Exciting” Winter Day to Remember
Emiliano Gonzalez
It was a very chilly and frigid winter morning when I woke up. When I got out of 
bed, I checked what time it was to see if anybody else in my house had awakened. 
Surely, my parents did, because I could smell that warm and fresh pancake smell 
that my mom always makes.
After I decided to completely get out of bed, I started to walk down the hallway 
to the kitchen to eat breakfast. But while I was walking down the narrow hallway, 
I noticed that the fireplace was on in our living room. The scent from the fire was 
very terrible smelling and was not very pleasant to my lungs. But the fire itself was 
dancing from side to side very beautifully.
I continued to walk to the kitchen as the smoke from the fire was digging its way 
into my lungs. As I sat down at the table, my parents asked me questions like, “Are 
you tired?” or “Did you sleep well?” and other things like that. But now it was time 
for the real treat…the breakfast. The sizzling pancakes on the rectangular black 
stove looked delicious! Also, the hot chocolate that my mom made looked delicious 
too! It looked all too good! The sweet maple syrup was a sweet and sugary 
coating on the warm pancakes. The marshmallows,tiny islands floating around in 
the chocolaty fragrant hot chocolate. Whenever I drank, my tongue burning hot 
chocolate, it was always swaying from side to side in my mouth. I became full after 
I ate all of it, but felt a lot better after being so cold and hungry all morning and 
night.
Later that freezing winter day, my family and I decided to go outside and play in 
the white, soft, and frozen snow. When we walked outside the first thing we heard 
and saw was the cheerful kids in their bulky and heavy snow gear. They were 
yelling like a flock of loud geese. It was very crisp, frigid, and windy outside. The 
wind felt like cold and crisp breath blowing on you. All of the loud and cheerful 

kids were either building enormous snowman, having snowball fights with huge 
groups of kids, or playing other games with snow. Also, the snow on the house 
roofs looked like the frosting on a cake. It was a very delightful winter day.
After a few minutes of standing outside like statues in the chilled air discussing, 
my family and I finally decided what to do. We were going to have a snowball 
fight! We started to get to work on our fort and our snowballs. The snowballs that 
we made looked like pure white and round baseballs. I also noticed, which was 
also very funny to me, that whenever there was a huge gust of wind, it would blow 
up all the snow and it couldn’t even move the huge, hard, solid frozen ice blocks 
standing still in the extreme wind. You could see everyone’s footsteps in the snow. 
But what looked very dazzling was that the snow looked like sparkling crystals 
because of the sun. Also, some parts of the snow smelled odd and were colored 
odd. Eww.
After we all took some time to notice this and finish our solid snowballs and our 
fort, we started. Unfortunately, the first snowball thrown was also the first to hit 
my innocent face. I fell to the hard and icy ground and started yelling in agony 
because of how frosty and compact the snowball was. Another mournful thing was 
that when I fell, I landed in the water of the melted snow and the mushy pieces of 
the snow. Some pieces of snow had horrid and awful tasting pieces of dirt. It was 
dreadful. Also, one of the worst parts was that while I was one the ground, my 
family was laughing. 
After I got back up, I went inside. I was very infuriated with my family, but I was just 
glad that I was warm and inside again. That was for sure, a day to remember. 

GAVIN
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1

MAKENNA
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1
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What kind of candy is William eating? To find out, 
unscramble the letters in the “sweet” taste buds 
to spell the answer.

The sense of taste starts with the 
thousands of tiny taste buds on 
your tongue. Taste buds are the 
tiny bumps you can see if you 

look in the mirror while holding a 
magnifying glass to your tongue.

Taste Buds: The 
Taste Detectors

Taste is our 
weakest 
sense. In 
fact, our 
sense of taste 
needs the help 
of our sense of 
smell. Hold your nose 
tight next time you eat 
something. What can you 
taste? Then let go of your 
nose and try the same 
food again. Food doesn’t 
have much taste when 
your nose is closed or you 
have a cold.

Smell and Taste 
Together

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: 
Follow simple written directions.

When you are hungry 
and you smell something 
cooking, your mouth 
begins to get wet with 
saliva. That’s why we 
call something that smells 
good mouth-watering.

In fact, your tongue must 
be wet for the taste buds to 
work. Here is an experiment 
that shows this fact:

Mouth-watering
Experiment

Wipe your tongue dry 
with a clean towel.

Now put a little sugar 
on the driest part. Can 
you taste it?

Taste really is “on the tip of your tongue.” 
It is also on the sides and the back of the 
tongue. These are the parts of the tongue 
that send taste information to your brain.

Follow the instructions to color the tongue 
and find out where we taste different flavors.

Salt: Color 
the spaces with a 
triangle in blue.

Bitter: Color 
the spaces with a 
circle in orange.

Sour: Color 
the spaces with a 
square in green.

Sweet: Color 
the spaces with a 
diamond in red.

When a taste bud senses the kind of taste it is able to 
detect, such as sweet or sour, it sends a message to the 
brain. Some flavors are actually a combination of 
several tastes. For example, the taste of chocolate is a 
combination of the bitter taste of chocolate and the 
sweet taste of sugar. The brain takes messages from the 
bitter taste buds and the sweet taste buds, puts them 
together and thinks, “Chocolate!”

Communication Central

Standards Link: Life Science/Health: Students recognize that body systems are interrelated.
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.

A cook at a special hospital accidentally left some boiled 
porridge out. When they found the old porridge they 
discovered it had dried and broken into little crispy flakes.

A food manufacturer named W. K. Kellogg used this mistake 
to create a new breakfast cereal called toasted corn flakes.

COOK
BOILED
CRISPY
CEREAL
FLAKES
PORRIDGE
HOSPITAL
OLD
LITTLE
FOOD
MISTAKE
CORN
DRIED
LEFT

Winter Holidays, Seasons, and Spirit….
Christmas Poems(Students names are in poem.) from Mrs. Barry’s Second Grade 
Class  Missouri Valley, IA
Angel
Ice
Decorations
Elf
Nutcracker

Christmas
Holiday
Angel
Ruldolf
Love
Elf
Santa

Christmas
Ornaments
Decorations
Yuletide

Christmas
Angels
Ruldof
Turkey
Elves
Reindeer

Angel
Love
Excellent
X-mas
Ice
Santa

  RudOof
AngeL
     NEw Year’s Day Lights

      Lights
 ChrIstmas
  JolLy
      Yuletide

    Green
    Angel
    Bells
    Reindeer
sleIgh
   dEcoratons
     Love
     Lights
    fAmily

      Bells
 ChrIstmas
     sLeigh
   joLly
   toYs

        Angel
       sLeigh
  turkeY  
   ChriStmas
        Santa
       fAmily

    RuDolf
   ChrIstmas
     beLls
familY  
      aNgel
   reiNdeer

       Noel
   snOw
presEnts
       Lights
       Love
     gEntle

       thanKs
             Reindeer
           wInter
             Sleigh
             Turkey
  ThanksgIving
             Angel
             Noel
            fAmily

ChristMas
          Angel
          Caring
         sKating
         rEindeer
         sNowman
    BlitZen
    famIly
        bElls

        Bells
        Reindeer
      nIce
 SantA
     aNgel

Mrs. Felts class from MMCRU decided to share a little “Grinch” with us!
If I could make the Grinch happy, I would do these things: I would give him lots of 
cookies, I could give him lots and lots of money, and he could get presents. Thank 
you, will you like Christmas?
Tomi Jo S.

There are five ways to make the Grinch grin. Number one, vote him mayor of 
Whovill. Number two, give him a present. Number three, make him a stairway to his 
cave. Number four, give him hot chocolate with whipped cream and marshmallows. 
Number five, give him more light in his cave. That’s what I would do to make him 
grin!
Florie D.

To make the Grinch grin I would give him presents. Then, I would tickle him. Next, I 
will give him a Christmas tree. Then, I would decorate his cave with Christmas stuff. 
That’s sure to make him laugh! That’s what I would do to make the Grinch grin.
Brianna S.

To make the Grinch grin I would make a day called, “Dangerous Day.” It would be a 
day where everybody was to do something dangerous.  That’s how I would make him 
grin!
Sadie Y.

If I made the Grinch grin I would get a gift basket. Then, once I get the basket I would 
fill it with money, snakes, drinks, toys, games, and others. Next, I would get flowers. 
Finally, I would go to his house…he loved it. He had a huge, huge smile!   Lauren 



12

To adopt a classroom, please call 712-293-4328  www.NIESiouxland.com © Vicki Whiting December 2016

To make the Grinch grin I will give him 
some presents. I will also give him some 
cookies. These are my reasons.
Lana J.

To make the Grinch grin, I would gather 
a crew and sing Christmas jokes. Then, 
my crew will build a thing-a-ma-bob 
called “The Day Changer.” He will be the 
happiest. He will not stop grinning until 
March. It will be the best holiday ever!
Kamden B.

I will make the Grinch smile sometime or 
later. Every Christmas the Grinch shows 
up. Every winter people try to make the 
Grinch smile. One day, someone found 
a monkey. The monkey ran in to a wall 
and the Grinch smiled. I told you I would 
make the Grinch smile!
Hunter S.

If I could make the Grinch grin I would 
first get presents to him. Then, I would 
give him reindeer. Next, I would give him 
a dad and a mom. After, I would give 
him a thousand dollars. Lastly, I’d give 
him a Christmas tree and another dog. 
Now, he will like Christmas!
Max S.

To make the Grinch grin I would spend 
time with his family and go hiking. It’s 
nice to spend time together. I would also 
give him some fantastic gifts. Christmas 
means to be nice, so St. Nick can come. 
It’s not nice to take stuff. Christmas is a 
time to be happy!
Kaidin B.

I would make the Grinch grin by making 
a joke, but he wouldn’t grin. Then, I 
would make a funny picture, but he 
wouldn’t grin. Next, I would have him 
jump on my back, but he didn’t grin. 
Finally, I’d make a funny face and he 
would grin!
Mason H.

I would make the Grinch grin by helping 
him jump up and down! I would give him 
some presents to make him happy! The 
Grinch is funny!
Tessa W.

Imagine waking up on Christmas morning 
and smelling the delicious scent of 
cinnamon rolls in the oven. You walk into 
the kitchen and grab a steamy, gooey 
cinnamon roll and gather around the 
Christmas tree with your family. That’s my 
family’s Christmas tradition… We always 
have Christmas Eve dinner at my house 
and all my family comes over after church 
for a bowl of my dad’s famous chili! Also, 
my grandma brings over her homemade 
sugar cookies that are divine!
We have a tradition that my family has 

been doing since I was really little. We 
call it, ‘The Pickle’. That’s where you leave 
a pickle ornament out by the cookies and 
milk for Santa. Then Santa will hide it in 
the tree and on Christmas morning you 
look for the pickle and if you find it, you 
get the prize Santa leaves . The tradition 
is an old German tradition that if you find 
the pickle you will have good luck for the 
rest of the year. ( I’ve won the past three 
years in a row!) I hope your family might 
try our fun traditions.
Isabelle Bertram                                  
Mater Dei Grade 8

Christmas
Santa’s always watching,
You better be nice,
Elves are always working,
You might get some dice.    
Jesus is born,
We go to mass,
We eat steak and corn,
And because of the snow,
we can’t see grass. 
Reindeer fly,
Elves wear green,
To be good we try,
(The Grinch is mean.)
Caden Lafleur    
Mater Dei Grade 7

On Christmas week my family has some 
traditions. First, we bring up the tree from 
the basement to the living room. Then, we 
get all the decorations out. My sister and 
I decorate the bottom half of the tree. 
Then, my mom and grandma decorate 
the top half of the tree. After that, we get 
the baking stuff out. We bake all sorts of 
Christmas cookies including chocolate, 
sugar, and birthday cake. It is so fun!
Finally, we decorate the rest of the house! 
Colorful window stickers go on the 
windows. After that, we put the nativity 
set up. The stockings are hung with care. 
Then, we put Christmas statues up. Once 
the house is decorated, we plan whose 
house we are going to on Christmas.
Last of all, on Christmas Eve, we pick out 
our church clothes for the morning. Then 
sit down and relax. Next, we all snuggle 
up to the fire. We make popcorn and eat 
candy. Then, we watch a movie which 
is either “The Grinch” or “The Christmas 
Story”. After that, we go to bed and wait 
for Christmas to come. I get so excited for 
Christmas and Jesus’s birthday!
Bailey Logan  
Mater Dei        7th grade 

Winter Poem
Winter is fun,
In the cold.
When in the sun,

Do not scold.
Birthdays are crazy,
Christmas is caring.
The wind may be hazy,
But Santa is sharing.
 We go to Mass,
We wait for him.
We need class.
To come and see Jesus!   
Kyle Martin Mater Dei 
December
December is near,
It is almost here.
Winter is still fun,
Even if there is no sun. 
Christmas is cool,
If you don’t think so, you’re a fool.
There are so many toys
for the good girls and boys. 
Jesus is coming
He is almost here.
On Christmas there’s good food,
And no one has a fear.  
Nathan Lawler    
Mater Dei Grade 7 
My family has many traditions on 
Christmas Eve that we follow every year.  
All of my cousins on my mom’s side come 
over and go to mass with us starting at 
five and ending at seven.  After that, we 
go to Texas Roadhouse to pick up our 
order of three boxes of rolls.  While we 
are doing this, a prime rib is cooking in 
our oven along with many other things 
.When we get home we say a prayer 
and start eating.  After we are done 
eating, the kids go have fun while the 
parents talk. A little while later we go 
downstairs to open presents. Every year 
we switch off who open presents first 
youngest to oldest. Christmas is a very 
fun holiday and I can’t wait for this year’s 
festivities.    
Luke Longval   
Mater Dei Grade 7 
Jesus is born,
Which is why we celebrate.
When we do, there is excitement all 
around, 
and presents will be found. 
The tree so tall and bright,
pleases me with joy and delight.
Family all around me with food,
I open a present,
 and say thank you not to be rude. 
It’s the most wonderful time of the year,
For “Jingle Bells” you can hear.
Santa is coming down the chimney,
I find the presents and say
 “Gimmie!”
 Madilyn Cramer   
Mater Dei Grade 7     

My favorite holiday is just around the 
corner. The holiday where we get to 
give to others and spread joy! I love 
Christmas because I like spending time 
with my family and giving and receiving 
gifts. I love setting out cookies for Santa 
with my younger siblings and listening 
to Christmas music. I love the snow, 
sledding, and the weather! 
On Christmas, my family goes to my 
grandparents’ and we visit with my 
cousins, aunts, and uncles. We open 
up our presents given to each other. 
We hang out the entire day until dinner 
and we eat juicy prime rib together. We 
celebrate the joyful holiday of Jesus’s 
birthday!
Makenzie Solma                                    
Mater Dei  8th Grade                                               

Ingredients for Peppermint Marshmallow 
Poppers
• Mini or full size candy canes
• Large marshmallows
• Crushed candy canes (or crushed    
   candy of your choice)
• Melted chocolate (dark chocolate, milk 
chocolate, ect.)
1.  Stick a candy cane into the large 
marshmallow.
2.  Dip the marshmallow into the melted 
chocolate
3.  Roll the marshmallows that are dipped 
in chocolate in crushed candy canes.
4. Place on a wax paper and allow to 
set. 
These marshmallow poppers are perfect 
for dipping in hot chocolate! They give it 
a nice peppermint punch!  Madison 
Koob  Mater Dei

Do you have any Christmas memories 
that have always stayed with you? Well, 
if you do, I want you to think about it 
while you read this article about my 
favorite Christmas memory; think about 
all the great Christmases you have had 
with your family, too. It all started one 
morning probably about four years ago, 
my whole family had just awoken and my 
sister and I were so excited that it was 
Christmas. We don’t open presents until 
everyone is ready; like my mom is done 
setting up the camera and we are all still 
in our pajamas. We all sit down and first 
we all grab our stockings and we dump 
out everything that is in them and we 
look through it all. We go by the tree; my 
parents sit down by the tree and grab 
one present at a time and hand it to my 
sister and me, and we open them at the 
same time. We do that till all the presents 
are gone, but that’s not my favorite part 
of my Christmas memory. 
My favorite part is after gifts. We went 

HOLIDAYS
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into the kitchen and started making 
our food for our lunch. We were all in 
the kitchen and we started baking and 
cooking. I made homemade mashed 
potatoes and gravy. When everything 
was done cooking, it was about 1:00 so 
we set the table for all four of our places. 
Wee said a prayer and then we started 
eating all the wonderful food we made 
as a family. After we ate, all we did was 
watch football all afternoon. This is my 
favorite Christmas memory .
Colin Hubbell                                             
Mater Dei             8th grade

Christmas Night
Christmas night, the air is cold.
Presents under the tree,
Comforting family I’m ready to hold.
Bright lights is all I see.
Praying and smiling as the night goes on,
The cookies are so sweet.
We didn’t go home until after dawn,
We sat by the fire and enjoyed the heat.
Getting my coat on, I’m ready to go.
Everyone is very sad.
Thinking about that Christmas night,
Makes me so glad.
Abigail Fenceroy        
Mater Dei                   7th grade

All the chores are done 
and mom can relax,
The family comes home and
 they calm down with cocoa, 
and start to chillax.
This Christmas will be successful;
this Christmas will be good, 
All they need now is to wait for Santa
to come into their neighborhood.
 Ryan Summerville                    
Mater Dei                   8th Grade

It’s that time of year,
When children throw snow …
Then they yell and they cheer
Nearby they’ll see a fawn and a doe.
Snowflakes fall down 
from the threatening sky,
The wind blows, 
And they quickly fly by.

Children sled down the hill,
Feeling the cold wintery chill.
As children play,
The big man flies in a sleigh,
He delivers the gifts,
 In one work shift.
As things are hung
across the wall,
Christmas joy is brought to all.
Jack Van Holland   
Mater Dei Grade 8       

Do you have something you do every 
Christmas? I do, my family celebrates 
a Secret Santa every year. They aren’t 

really secret though, because we always 
end up finding out before Christmas. On 
Thanksgiving Day, all the cousins draw 
names out of a hat… oldest to youngest 
or youngest to oldest. The person says 
what they want for Christmas so their 
secret Santa can get them whatever they 
said. The last two years I have gotten 
younger cousins who are three or four. I 
hope I get one my age this year!
Some of the things I’ve gotten are clothes, 
rollerblades, makeup, stuffed animals, 
fuzzy socks, and way more! My cousin 
Makenzie has gotten some cool stuff, too, 
like, headbands, board games, and the 
same stuff I have received. One year all 
the girl cousins got each other a Build-a-
Bear. We dressed them how the girl we 
were giving them to dresses! We always 
have a blast opening them and trying 
them on or out!
Abigail Miller                                      
Mater Dei         Grade 8 
Hey, guess what holiday is coming up? 
If you said, Christmas, you were right! I 
love Christmas; it is my favorite holiday! 
To get ready for Christmas, my family 
and I bake Christmas cookies together. 
Have you ever made gingerbread man 
cookies and smelled that sweet cinnamon 
and molasses scent that comes off of the 
decorative cookies?  I have and they 
smell and taste delicious! Outside, the 
beautiful white snowflakes will gracefully 
fall from the sky as you look out the 
kitchen window. Did you know that no 
two snowflakes are the same? Yes, they 
are kind of like our personalities; nobody 
has the same one. 
After we get done baking the cookies, 
our family takes the time to decorate the 
tree together, while we listen to cheerful 
Christmas music. Then we get each 
other presents that we think each other 
would enjoy. Then on Christmas Day we 
open our presents and watch Christmas 
movies. Well, that is how my Christmas 
goes hope you enjoy yours!
Here is the recipe for the gingerbread 
men!

1 cup of sugar
1 cup of shortening
1 egg
1 cup of molasses 
4 cups of flour teaspoons
2 teaspoons of soda
½ teaspoons of salt
2 teaspoons of ginger
½ teaspoons of cinnamon
½ teaspoons of cloves
Cream together the sugar and shortening. 
Dough may also be rolled into balls or 
you can make little men.

Recipe by Irma Susie, my Great Grandma
Laura Murray Mater Dei Nativity

Ingredients for reindeer cupcakes:

Cupcake mix
Chocolate frosting
Pretzels (for the antlers)
Nilla Wafers (for the face)
White M&Ms, or any other white candy 
(for the eyes)
Black icing (black dot in the eye)
Peanut butter M&Ms and Cadbury 
chocolate balls, or whatever red and 
brown candies you want to use (for the 
noses)

First, bake the cupcakes and frost them 
with chocolate frosting. Then, top them 
with the pretzels, Nilla wafers, white 
M&Ms, black icing, peanut butter M&Ms 
and Cadbury chocolate balls.

These reindeer cupcakes are super easy 
to make and fun! They are the perfect 
after school snack or dessert!    
Ellie Koob    
Mater Dei Grade 8

My favorite family tradition is on 
Christmas Eve. I go to Mass at 4 o’clock. 
I hear Christmas singing and see many 
people. After that, we go and eat at my 
grandparents’. I smell cookies baking 
in the warm oven and soon we eat.   
We open gifts and eat some delicious 
desserts. Later that night, we drive home 
to our house. We get in bed and go to 
sleep because we are very tired. We 
wake up and go to the living room. 
We look under the tree and see gifts. 
We all open them up. After that we 
have breakfast. My other grandparents 
come over and bring gifts. Christmas is 
definitely my favorite day of the year!
Drew Determan              
Mater Dei          Grade 8

You’re sitting in your windowsill watching 
the fluffy- white snowflakes fall softly on 
the ground; Christmas is approaching. 
Across the street, you  make out the faint 
glow of the Christmas lights that decorate 
your neighbors’ houses. Your house is 
decorated with wreaths, garlands, and 
Santa Clauses of all kinds. There are 
statues of angels on your bookshelf, and 
candy canes and ornaments hang from 
the tall evergreen tree in the middle of 
your living room. A Nativity scene is 
sitting on the mantle of your fireplace.
All the lights are off, the lights on 
the Christmas tree are the only thing 
illuminating the room. Soft Christmas 
carols are playing in the background. 
A warm cup of hot chocolate is in your 
hands. You close your eyes and take a 

deep breath; the scent of the tree mixed 
with the scent of cookies baking meets 
your nose. You have a few hours before 
you have to get ready to meet your family 
for dinner. The timer goes off, telling you 
your cookies are done baking. You get 
up and take them out of the oven before 
putting them on a cooling rack. You sit 
back down and finish your hot chocolate 
before getting ready for dinner. Christmas 
is finally here!
Rachel Bertrand                                      
Mater Dei      Grade 8

What I like to eat in December is 
gingerbread cookies, the delicious taste 
and cinnamon flavor makes my mouth 
water.  The awesome shapes you can 
make the cookies into make them super 
fun to make. I like to make Christmas 
shapes like a tree, a bell or a candy ca
ne.                           
I can’t wait till Christmas to taste the 
ginger flavor and the crispy feeling it 
has in your mouth, combined with the 
delicious smell, makes it taste even better. 
I can’t wait for the delicious tastes of 
gingerbread cookie, especially after a 
long day of sledding.
Ben Raymond  
Mater Dei           8th Grade  

I woke up to Nikko, my younger brother, 
calling me from the other side of my door. 
It was Christmas Day, 2011. I got out of 
bed, wondering why Nikko woke me up 
so early. Then I remembered: the presents 
under the tree! It was time to open them! 
I flew up the stairs like a leopard chasing 
its prey. I expected to see my parents 
waiting for me, but there was no sign 
of them.  I headed to the sun room, the 
room where the tree was set up, and was 
greeted by a chilly surprise.
There was snow all over the floor, and I 
noticed the door was not shut properly. 
I was worried for a moment that we 
would be in some trouble, but then I 
saw it: footprints! It looked like someone 
with big boots had walked in, let snow 
blow into the house, left footprints, and 
forgot to close the door properly, and 
I knew exactly who did it.  Then my 
parents came into the room. My mom 
looked surprised for a moment, but then 
smiled and said, “Looks like old Santa 
made a bit of a mess this year.” That was 
probably my favorite Christmas.
Ricardo Arteaga    
Mater Dei  Grade 7

HOLIDAYS
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Community service is when you help take care of 
the place you live. Community service is important 
because it helps people have a happier, cleaner 
place to live.

We help out at Boys & Girls Club in Rohnert Park, 
Calif. We adopted a park and go to 
clean it up twice a year. We raised 
money and collected bedding 
and toys for the Animal Shelter. 
We have shelved food at the local 
food pantry. We also help at the 
Club as a C.I.T. which means 
Counselor In Training. You help 
the leaders set up art projects and 
sports activities in the summer. 
Community service is fun, easy 
and effective.

Financial literacy means knowing how to 
spend, invest and save your money 
carefully. Many people believe it is also 
important to donate some of what you 
have to make your 
community a 
better place. 
This is called 
philanthropy.

Philanthropy is 
about more than 
giving money. It can 
also be giving of your 
time and/or talent. 

Members of the Boys & 
Girls Clubs donate time to 
their community and make 
a big difference. Read about it 
below. Could you do any of these things 
for your community?

It always 
feels so 
good to 
donate 
money 

to a 
charity 
during 

the 
holidays, 
Thrifty. 
I wish 
I had 

more to 
give!

Fritter, we can 
donate something 
just as valuable: 

OUR TIME!

Standards Link: Number Sense: Solve 
problems using money.

Children can donate new 
toys to needy children. 
The kids at A+ Academy 
are collecting coins to buy 
toys. The amounts they’ve 
collected are on the jars. 
Which class collected the 
most money?

Miss Vivien
432 pennies
46 nickels
87 dimes

15 quarters

Mrs. Shaw
678 pennies
18 nickels
43 dimes
4 quarters

Mr. Learny
831 pennies
12 nickels
33 dimes

22 quarters
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Toys for Tots began in 1947 when Major Bill 
Hendricks, and a group of Marine Reservists 
in Los Angeles, collected and distributed 
5,000 toys to needy children.

The idea came from Bill’s wife, Diane. That 
fall, Diane handcrafted a Raggedy Ann doll 
and asked Bill to deliver the doll to an

organization which would give it to a needy child at 
Christmas. When Bill determined that no such agency 
existed, Diane told Bill that he should start one.

He did. Toys for Tots was so successful that the U.S. 
Marine Corps adopted it in 1948 and expanded it into 
a nationwide campaign. That year, Marine Corps 
Reserve units across the nation conducted Toys for 
Tots campaigns in every community in 
which a Marine Reserve Center was 
located. The Marines have conducted 
toy drives each year since then.
Standards Link: History: Understand that 
specific individuals and values had an 
impact on history.

Standards Link: Investigation: 
Find similarities and differences 

in common objects.

ALISHA RINKER  
PERSONAL BANKER ~ WESTSIDE BRANCH
WELLS FARGO MONEY MATTERS TIPS FOR KIDS!

2220 HAMILTON BOULEVARD

Being good to the earth, recycling and using less energy are all important 
things we should do as individuals. But it’s not just up to the individual to take 
action. Even businesses need to do their part to help better the earth and make 
the world a better place to live in the future. As an example Wells Fargo Bank 
has goals to invest $30 billion in environmentally sustainable businesses by 
2020. We offer two environmental grant programs - focused on addressing 
local environmental priorities in our communities and providing support that 
fosters innovation to help accelerate a “green” economy. We even support the 
“green initiative” and try to eliminate paper waste by offering to do paperless 
transactions at the bank when customers make deposits and withdrawals. 
E-mailing the receipts to customers and having them use their debit card to 
perform the transaction instead of filling out a paper form is another way Wells 
Fargo helps to “go green”!
How many different ways can you think to help better the earth and contribute 
to a healthier environment? One great way that helps the earth and can even 
put money in your pocket is to collect pop cans. It’s a great way to clean up the 
world around you and in the state of Iowa you can earn 5 cents per can you 
turn in to your local grocery store. Setting aside that money you earn can help 
you in your savings goal!

FINANCE & THE ENVIRONMENT

ELI
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1

NOAH
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1

PRESTON
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1

CHLOE
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1

ALIVIA
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1

CHRISTIAN
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1
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FOOD DETECTIVES
The Food Detectives:  Lawton-Bronson Second Graders
The Food Detectives had fall on their minds…football, the leaves changing colors, 
cooler weather, trick or treating and caramel apples!  This is the story of their 
adventure in learning about caramel apples.The adventure begins in the country of 
Italy.  Ottavio Pollastrini was raised in northern Italy, a region that became known 
for its candies.  Ottavio moved to Carroll, Iowa and in 1938 began operating a 
candy kitchen in Carroll.
The Food Detectives learned a surprising fact.  In 1940, Ottavio introduced his 
caramel apples and discovered that they were not a big seller!  The farmers 
thought it was crazy to ruin a perfectly good apple with caramel!  When the 
farmers finally tried them, they discovered that the caramel apples were the best 
treat they could buy!  Ottavio’s candy kitchen grew into a downtown café known 
as Pokey’s.  The Food Detectives learned that in business you need to be patient 
and never give up if you believe in your product.  The Food Detectives discovered 
that Ottavio’s apples were named Pokey’s caramel apples in honor of his business.
They learned that many businesses are family owned and are passed from 
generation to generation.  Ottavio sold his store to his son Ray.  Ray owned the 
business and sold candies and the caramel apples until 1997 when the business 
was sold.  The new owners didn’t want the caramel apple equipment, so Ray took it 
with him.
Ottavio’s grandchildren Gina and Dave Nelson 
decided to keep the family business going.  They now make 
the caramel apples in their basement.  
They make thousands of caramel 
apples every season and sell 

them only in 
the Denison 
and Carroll 
Hy-Vee stores.

The Food Detectives learned how families work together to make a business grow.  
Ray was able to guide Gina and Dave as they began their caramel apple business.  
They also have Grandpa Ottavio’s help as they use his secret recipe, the original 
large copper kettle and wooden paddle, his gas stove and candy thermometer and 
the original marble table!
The Food Detectives learned how businesses work together.  The apples come from 
Deal’s Orchard in Jefferson, Iowa.  They use Jonathan apples because they are firm 
and sweet.  They do have a bit of tartness, which when coated with caramel makes 
a good combination.
After learning the history and some facts about Pokey’s caramel apples, the 
detectives were more than ready to sample them!
This story was written by Food Detectives Amelia P, Owen B and Sam K:  For our 
3rd Food Detective activity, we got to eat caramel apples from Pokey’s.  Pokey’s is 
located in Carroll, Iowa.  It is neat that this is a local company in the same state 
that we live in.  The apples were very sweet and juicy.  The caramel tasted very 
sweet.  They kind of made a mess on our desks because the caramel was sticky.  
We are excited to see what the next food item will be.

(I have joined the Sioux City Retired Educator’s group, which meets once a month.  
We share a meal, have a meeting and enjoy a presentation.  The November 
meeting was our Thanksgiving feast!  On approaching the table, I saw a yummy 
piece of pumpkin pie and a scary looking bowl of cranberry salad.  (As you can 
tell, I am not a fan of cranberries.)  After leading the Food Detectives for a year 
and encouraging my students to at least take a bite of the new food, I decided 
that I had to sample the salad.  Wow!  It was good!  I ended up eating the whole 
salad!  Being a Food Detective is fun at any age!) 
Mary Siepker, retired Food Detective leader and 1st Grade Teacher 

Our Kid Scoop News Siouxland’s roaring 
restaurant reviewers chose a very special food 
item for December…pastries!  With the holidays 
upon us, and our tastebuds move to that which 
is very sweet, they would like to mention a 
few places one can find delectable doughnuts, 
desserts, and to –die-for treats!  Abby Miller, 
Braedyn Benson and Carter Weiland give a 
thumbs-up to the following spots:

Let me tell you about a fantastic doughnut place 
you can go to on the weekends! It is the one and 
only, Jitters! It is actually open from Tuesday through 
Saturday from 7 to 2 and Sunday’s time is 8  to 1 
P.M. It is located at 306 Virginia St, Sioux City, IA  
51101. When you first walk into Jitters, you smell 
cinnamon, maple, vanilla, and chocolate…the fryer 
sizzling and the air blended to warm you up during 
these cold seasonal days.  You go order the flavor of 
doughnut you want and you hear the polite employees 
tell you that your doughnut will be done shortly. When 
you see your doughnut, your mouth begins to get 

warm and then starts to water. Once the doughnut 
touches your mouth, you feel the smooth slide of the 
dough and soft texture just slide on down! I hope my 
experience will encourage you to try Jitters, the perfect 
breakfast treat!
Carter Weiland    
Mater Dei  Grade 8                                                
Have you ever had Sunkist doughnuts? If not, you 
should really go out and try them. They have so many 
different kinds of doughnuts and other sweets to 
choose from. I usually get a glazed doughnut because 
they are the bomb. I also know that a lot of people 
like their chocolate sprinkled ones. Whenever I have 
sleepovers my mom always goes to Sunkist early in the 
morning to get fresh doughnuts for my friends and me.
Sunkist Bakery is located on 4607 Morningside Ave, 
in Sioux City, IA 51106. It is such a family friendly 
place. A lot of times when I go in I see lots of people 
enjoying a cup of hot coffee and also eating a 
doughnut. Throughout my life, Sunkist is always my 
favorite place to go get doughnuts on a Saturday 
morning.
Braedyn Bentson    
Mater Dei  Grade 8

Cinnamon crunch, chocolate chip, blueberry, 
cranberry walnut, and more! What kind of bagel do 
you get for breakfast at Panera? My personal favorite 
is the cinnamon crunch bagel with cream cheese on it. 
I love starting my day off with a little bit of cinnamon! 
Another one that almost everyone will love is the 
plain/original bagel. It goes with everything, you can 
dip it in anything and it will taste amazing. If you like 
chocolate, I would get the chocolate chip one; it tastes 
like heaven!

 Bagels are so delicious; some people dip them 
in coffee, or you can put cream cheese on them, 
butter, peanut butter, or a lot of different things! I put 
cream cheese on mine whenever I get them, but I’m 
going to have to try some of the other options! Some 
people say to get the everything bagel with peanut 
butter on it, the sweet and salty mixes well. If I had 
to recommend a place to go for breakfast I would 
definitely say Panera. Next time you’re looking for 
a delicious snack in the morning check out Panera’s 
bagels.
 Abigail Miller    
Mater Dei  Grade 8                    
Have you ever walked in a restaurant and smelled 
the most amazing, delicious thing ever? Well, I have, 
and that place is our own hometown Jitters. There are 
many different doughnut places but Jitters, my favorite, 
is by far the best. At Jitters, you can get the most 
amazing donuts, coffee, apple cider, and hot cocoa! 
They have a wide variety of donuts. There are many 
people working there ,so the service is very quick! I 
recommend to go to Sioux City’s Jitters!
Bailey Logan                                  
Mater Dei                    Grade 7

MMMMM. That was so good. I want more. Okay 
so Starbucks is the best. You can buy drinks and 
food. My favorite thing from there is a cotton candy 
frappuchino and a cookie dough cake pop.
Starbucks is a quiet, relaxing place. They also have 
free WiFi so when you are working, you can get a 
yummy treat. I hope you like it and go try it.
Olivia Fitch    
Mater Dei  Grade 6
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17RIVERSSANCE RECAP
Hear Ye, Hear Ye…We Bid Farewell to Riverssance 2016…Fare Thee Anon!
With sadness, we bid Riverssance 2016 a Fare- Thee -Well and we look forward to next year when the Three Rivers 
Meet and our readers learn more about a fanciful time period and individuals who love to recreate the day.  This 
year, several of our Kid Scoop News feature reporters spent time with many of the Riverssance characters, and 
“lived to tell about it!”  After being spotted by the Crow Sisters with rotten apples, and dubbed with a “blessing” by 
the MudMan, exalted by Sir Robert and entertained by the Fantasy Figure Penni…the reporters all agreed they had 
a great deal of fun and will gladly return next year!
The annual coloring contest sponsored by the Riverssance Committee was exciting and two artistic winners were 
named to share a Royal Court Feast during Saturday’s event.  Phoenix the Viking of the Medina Clan and Lady 
Ada of the McHughs’ addressed the King and Queen of Riverssance with a bow, a curtsey, and a message of 
choice.  Food was created by the Royal Chefs and delivered by their humble servants, who listened to a few 
“snooty” ladies complain about the service, but greedily ate the fine food.
Kid Scoop News Feature Reporters:
Mara Aesop, Johanna Swanson , Alexis Bell and Chloe McClure   
North Middle
Brianna Martinez        
Bishop Heelan
Olivia Greaves and Isabel Martinez     
Holy Cross

    Sir Robert with Sir Phoenix and Lady Ada
The Crow Sisters and their apples

LaunchPAD Children’s Museum 
Special Holiday Parties on 
December 10th and 17th!
LaunchPAD Children’s Museum will 
host holiday parties on Dec. 10 and 
17. Both Saturday events will be from 
12 noon to 3 p.m.
 On both days, there will be 
opportunities to take photos with 
Rudy the Christmas Cow plus enjoy 
free hot chocolate. Cookies baked 
by the Boys and Girls Club will be 

available for purchase.
 On Saturday, Dec. 10, kids can use their science and math skills 
to make holiday gifts for their parents or grandparents. Santa’s 
elves will be there to help kids make the gifts. The customized gift 
kit is only $12 with advance registration ($15 onsite). LaunchPAD 
staff and volunteers will help the child make the gift and then help 
with wrapping. Space is limited so advanced signup at www.
launchpadmuseum.com is encouraged. Sessions will be held every 
half hour.
 On Saturday, Dec. 17, Santa and Mrs. Claus will be on hand to 
visit with children and read holiday stories. Guests can purchase 
LaunchPAD tote bags for $5 and museum staff and volunteers will 
help kids decorate the totes which kids can give as gifts or keep 
for themselves. All of LaunchPAD’s educational toys and apparel 
will be on sale for 17% off.

Lewis andClark Interpretive 
Center…Gingerbread 
with Eileen McCormick!
On Sunday, December 11th, 
drop-in anytime between 
1:00-3:00 for the Betty Strong 
Encounter Center’s annual gingerbread 
cookie-decorating activity with Eileen 
McCormick! Kids will be able to decorate 
their very own holiday cookie with a 
variety of edible enhancements. Bring 
the parents, grandparent, and friends to 
create a festive and edible gingerbread 
family!
Sara Olson, Educational Coordinator
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To reveal the answer, use 
the hints to fill in the empty 

boxes and create 3-letter 
words. The answer will 

appear by reading the red 
boxes vertically.

A large load of trees just got delivered to Lenny’s Tree Lot. Unfortunately, the delivery guy 
made a complete mess. Help Lenny count the tangle of trees. How many did you find?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Frosty wears one on his head.
Taking a tiny drink of hot tea.
The opposite of the happy.
What’s left after a fire.
Timid.
Movie stars do this.
A weak light, not bright.
To pull a vehicle with another.
The opposite of lose.

HINTS:

It just isn’t Lenny’s day. Now some of the bulbs on this string of lights 
have burned out. Replace them by coloring the blank bulbs the correct 
color to continue the pattern.



D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 6
Find the packages 
that are wrapped 

the same. Not 
every package 

will have a match.

Bake a batch of 
cookies and share 

with an elderly 
neighbor or friend.

Ask your friends to 
recommend a book 

that you haven’t 
read. Then go to 
your local library 
and get the book.

Read a classic 
holiday story with 
your family. Take 

turns reading aloud 
before bedtime.

Go for an evening 
walk downtown 
and admire the 

holiday lights and 
decorations.

Name an animal 
for every letter of 
the alphabet. If you 
get stuck, look in 
books or 
online.

Turn off the TV 
tonight and spend 
an hour sharing 
favorite holiday 
memories with 

your family.

Set up a bowling 
alley with 
empty 
water 
bottles.

Have a snowball 
fight with 

balled-up sheets 
of newspaper. 

(Make sure to get 
your parent’s 
permission!)

With an adult, make 
hot cocoa. Plop a 
dollop of whipped 

cream on top and stir 
with a candy cane.

Get your own strand 
of Christmas lights 
and hang them in 
your room as a 

sparkly night light.
Make room for new 
toys by giving away 
some of your used 
ones to a shelter for 
needy moms and 

children.

Find a sports story 
in the newspaper 
to share with your 
family at dinner.

Look on your local 
newspaper’s website 
to find the season’s 

concerts and 
holiday activities.

Do you like to 
get letters? Then 
mail a letter to a 
friend or family 
member telling 

them what’s 
new with you.

Give thanks for 
your home and 
donate a blanket 

to a local 
homeless shelter.

Make a list of five 
things you want 
to accomplish in 
2017. Seal the list 
in an envelope to 

be opened on 
12/31/17.

Christmas Seals 
were created to raise 
money in the fight 

against lung disease. 
They were first 

issued in 1907. Visit
christmasseals.org.

Pretend you 
are a reporter 

interviewing Rosa 
Parks. Write a 

list of questions 
you would ask.

Design a flag 
using green, red 

and black crayons. 
Visit the library 
to find a book 

about an African-
American hero.

Write thank you 
notes to everyone 

who gave you gifts. 
Tell them what you 

liked most about 
their gift.

It’s Family Movie 
Night! Pop some 

popcorn and enjoy 
a movie at home.

New Year’s Eve

Read a New
Book Month

The first 
Christmas card 
was created in 
1843. Today 

would be a good 
day to write and 
then send your 

Christmas cards.

The South Pole was 
discovered on this 

day in 1911. Draw a 
picture of penguins 

at the pole.

This the first night 
of the 9-night Las 
Posadas festival. 

Find out more 
about this Mexican 
Christmas tradition.

Help make 
breakfast and 

enjoy some real 
maple syrup.

In Northern 
Europe, gifts are 
left in children’s 
shoes on this day.

St. Nicholas Day

Maple Syrup 
Day

Merry Christmas 
— count your 

blessings today!
Christmas

Celebrate the 
first day of winter 

by looking for 
symbols of winter 

around you.

This day marks 
the anniversary of 
the invention of 
the thermometer.
A thermometer 
measures the 

temperature. What 
is the temperature 

today?

Read the story or 
watch the movie of 
A Christmas Carol. 

Who is your 
favorite character?

Sundown marks 
the beginning of 
Hanukkah, the 
8-day Jewish 
holiday. And 

go to bed early 
because it’s 

Christmas Eve!
Winter Begins

31

Tick the box on each 
day when you have 

completed 20 minutes 
of reading. Children 

who develop a love of 
reading will become 
better students and 

build a better future.
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Help Bill find the lost calf.

How many things can you see in this Wild West parade that donʼt belong?
Standards Link: History: Students understand that history relates to events, people and places of other times. Visual Discrimination; classify and sort objects by common attributes.

Bill Cody was an expert horseman and a youth ready for adventure. 
He was one of the first Pony Express riders hired to carry the news 
and the mail.

At twelve years old, Bill worked on the wagon trains, where he met Kit 
Carson, the most famous scout in the West. Kit taught Bill to read the 
language of the plains. Each broken blade of grass and each stirring bush 
had a message for those who could understand.

How many things are missing in this 
picture? Draw the missing things.

          uffalo 
           Bill’s life story tells 
much of the story of the 
American West. Like the 
history of the West, his life 
was a tale of adventure, 
heroics and tragedy.

In the late 1800s, Cody started his Wild West 
Show. His four-hour long shows featured real 
Indians, cowboys, buffalo, horses, bears, sharpshooters and moose. Full-sized stagecoaches careened around the stage, and 
battle scenes were performed, thrilling audiences around the world. Many believe that Cody helped create the myth of the 
American West that has lived on in movies.
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Find the two buffaloes 
that are identical.

Standards Link: Scientific Methods: Sorting objects by common attributes.

After the Civil War, trains began 
puffing deeper into the American 
West. The people building the 
railroads needed food. Lots of food. 
They paid well for buffalo meat.

Bill Cody was such a great hunter that 
he kept more than a thousand people 
supplied with meat. Westerners boasted 
that there wasn’t another hunter like 
him on the plains. They started 
calling him Buffalo Bill and the 
nickname stayed with Cody 
for the rest of his life.

Mrs. Klinker’s Third Grade Students from Cherokee 
traveled by covered wagon to Oregon and found out 
that life on the trails and in the wilderness gave 
one a real need to plan, especially if traveling in 
snow!

Life of A Pioneer Child
Grady Mizner-Fundermann
Our family and I were about to begin to head west in 
our covered wagon to Oregon.  We packed a lot of 
things… actually everything we could pack.  You don’t 
want to go too early in the spring because then you 
will get stuck in the mud because of the rains in early 
spring.  If you too late starting out,  you might get stuck 
in the snow in the mountains.  You might die of hunger 
and coldness.  But, we went at the right time, and we 
followed a man and he was the leader.  He was the 
leader of the wagon train to Oregon.  
What is a wagon train you ask?  A wagon train is a 
group of wagons traveling together.  People would 
choose a leader.  The leader stays up all night to protect 
the cattle and horses and other animals.  If he or she 
didn’t, the Indians might steal the animals.  Then you 
would pay the Indians to get them back.  This was called 
a ransom.  Indians often traded with us. The things they 
wanted were mostly beads of any color, clothes that 
were made of purple, green red, and blue.  I would want 
their moccasins.  These were shoes the Indians made.  
The leader in our wagon train was Ronold Dager.  He 
was brave.  We ate buffalo meat and it was good.  We 
used the skin to make blankets and pillows.  To make a 
fire there were no trees close by so used buffalo chips.  
Buffalo chips are dry buffalo poop and it burns easily.  
Just up ahead right now I see a trading post. That is a 
place were you trade things for new things.  It’s hard to 
cross the rivers with strong currents.  Sometimes your 
wagon tipped over into the river and you would have 

to try and get back all your stuff.  It was difficult getting 
across mountains.  It was steep.  You needed to empty 
your wagon and then pull it up the mountains.  For food 
you brought pots and pans and started cooking.  Finally, 
my family and I arrived in Oregon.  It was a trip I never 
forgot.

The Pioneer Life
 Elise Erlandson
We are going to Oregon my family and I, to have a 
better life.  We are loading the covered wagon and we 
are just about to leave our house.  We were just about 
to leave but the horses started to go first.  We still had 
chores to do.  Now after doing our chores we left on the 
trail.  On the trail we built fires and my sister, my brother 
and I played.  One time we heard a sound that seemed 
to cross into the river.  I got tired and went to bed.  
When I woke up, I helped mama sew.  After we were 
done with the quilt we were in Oregon with our family.  
Finally, we started our new lives in Oregon. 

Life of a Pioneer Child
Madelyn Buenger
Ma and Pa decided to take the family on the Oregon 
Trail in a covered wagon.  It was hard work to pack 
for the trip.  We had to pack pots, pans, forks, spoons, 
knives, plates and food.  We also packed chairs, tables 
and blankets.  My sister and I had to walk most of the 
trip.  My pa and ma drove the wagon, and walked by 
the cattle.  Sometimes, I had to make shoes for the cattle 
because their feet got sore.  Ma and Pa led the wagon 
train.  We had to get up early to collect buffalo chips to 
start a fire because there was no wood.  Then we were 
off for the day.  I read when I got to ride the wagon 
but that was not very often.  Pa said to Ma that they 
could take turns every night to watch the cattle.  In the 
morning we went over the Devil’s Backbone.  Pa said 
everybody had to get out and walk.  This was because 

it was a skinny path.  The wagons could barely fit.  The 
wagons had to go in a straight line.  When we got over 
the Devil’s Backbone we stopped and rested. That’s 
what we called Nooning.  That’s when we eat and rest 
for a minute and then we would keep going. The next 
morning we made new shoes and dresses.  I shook out 
the blankets and then we would eat breakfast.. We  got 
to Oregon and we stayed there for a long time.

Off to A Better Land
Kaiden Curtis
When most of my family agreed to go to Oregon, we 
packed up most everything.  We got into a wagon train.  
My family and I learned from the Indians how to dry 
buffalo meat and how to keep it for a long time.  At 
night we sang campfire songs.  For breakfast we had 
bacon, eggs and butter.  Once we saw Prairie Dog town.  
I thought it was bigger than Independence, Wisconsin.  
For fun, during the day ,we did exploring by the wagon 
train.  We would hunt and fish.  It took us six months to 
get to Oregon.  When we arrived we built a house with 
a door and windows. We built a stable and a stable 
door.  We’d pick berries and we helped cook dinner.  
We moved into our house and put supplies in the house 
We made a table and chairs.  We were settled into our 
new home.
       

MAKENZIE
AKRON-WESTFIELD

GRADE 4
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The Five Senses
classroom.kidshealth.org/classroom/prekto2/body/functions/
    senses.pdf
You use your senses every day to get to know and understand 
the world around you. Activities here will help you learn 
more about each one of your senses in detail.

20 Questions
bbc.co.uk/science/humanbody/body/interactives/
    senseschallenge/senses.swf
Put your senses to the test with this time challenge. Then go 
on to this site (deceptology.com/2011/02/take-this-illusion- 
quiz-and-see-how.html) on Deceptology to see if your senses 
can be deceived by optical illusions.

Animal Senses
faculty.washington.edu/chudler/amaze.html
These amazing sensory adaptations show how different 
animals have characteristics that help them survive in the wild.

The Brain and Senses
childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/science/
    brainandsenses/
This site has a selection of games and interactive activities on 
the subject of The Brain and Senses.

The Magic School Bus Explores the 
Senses
by Joanna Cole and illustrator Bruce Degen

With customary craziness, 
Miss Frizzle’s class enter 
the school bus and embark 
on a journey to the 
magical world as they 
shrink down and enter a 
police officer’s eye, a 
child’s ear, a dog’s nose 
and finally Ms. Frizzle’s 
mouth. They begin in the 
classroom learning about 
the senses, but when assistant principal, Mr. Wilde takes the 
wheel, the adventure begins. This making-learning-fun 
formula is a winner.

Special Books for Different Ages… 

The Book Thief – By Markus Zusak: What 
do you know about the Holocaust? I’m sure 
you’ve been told or read about the horrible 
things they did to the Jewish people.  Have 
you heard about that time in history, from 
a German citizen’s perspective, someone 
who disagreed with the Nazis? Liesel 
Meminger is a young German girl whose 
mother sends her off to live with a foster 
family…and she begins to steal books.  
You wonder why she would want to steal 
books? Her first act of book stealing is 
after her brother dies on the way to their 
new foster home. Soon, she begins to 
steal books wherever she can find them; 
in the mayor’s wife’s library or Nazi book 
burnings. But when Liesel’s foster family 
hides a Jewish individual in their basement, 
Liesel’s life is flipped upside down. Will she 
be able to pull through these dangerous 
times? This book has the potential to 
become a classic. It is suitable for both 
middle school students and adults.

The Mortal Instruments – By Cassandra 
Clare: After being newly introduced to 
a world full of the supernatural, wouldn’t 
your only reaction were to have been 
utterly amazed? Clary Fray felt the same. 
After discovering that she was never 
truly ‘human’, she was introduced to the 
Shadow World, a world full of werewolves, 
vampires, faeries, demons, and her kind, 
the Shadowhunters. Join her as she bands 
up with the local Shadowhunters, a 
particular Jace Herondale, her best friend 
Simon Lewis, and many more as she tries 
to uncover more secrets of her past.

The Infernal Devices – By Cassandra Clare: 
The prequel to the Mortal Instruments, 
The Infernal Devices is exactly what 
you’d expect. The trilogy takes place in 
London, England during the 1870s era. 
Join Tessa Gray as she is introduced to the 
Shadow World, a world full of demons, 
werewolves, vampires, fae, and of course, 
the Shadowhunters. Only this time, 
mundane Alix Mortmain has introduced 
a new species to the Downworld, the 
clockwork people. Desperate to find her 
missing brother, Nathaniel, Tessa teams 
up with Will Herondale and Jem Carstairs, 
two Shadowhunters of the London Institute. 
In the midst of being caught in a love 
triangle even more complicated than the 
one in the Twilight Saga, she still has to 
find her brother. Time has ticked by; can 
she still trust even those closest to her?

Splintered – By A.G. Howard: Ever heard 
of Alice in Wonderland? Well, did you 

know that Alice had children? Meet Alyssa 
Gardener, a descendant of the one and 
only Alice Liddell. Between her spunky 
sense of style and her long, blonde dread 
locks, she’s not your typical 16 year old 
girl. But a certain netherling from her 
childhood comes back to her, claiming that 
Wonderland needs a Queen, her. Watch 
as Alyssa falls down the rabbit hole…and 
maybe falls in love. Stick your key into the 
crack of your looking glass and enter a 
world you’ve never imagined before. 
 Life is a book, and there are thousands 
of pages I have yet to read. … Will 
Herondale
Sarah-Marie Jabre and  
Rachel Bertrand                      
Mater Dei                    8th grade

Have you ever been in a library and 
didn’t like the books there? Then here is a 
suggestion. Read Diary of a Wimpy Kid. 
It’s one of the best book series. There are 
10 books in this series and they are coming 
out with one soon! My favorite books out 
of the series are The Long Haul and Dog 
Days. Also they are really funny books and 
they aren’t too hard to read.
So, I hope you read Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid. It one of the best series ever made. So 
next time you are in the library,  I hope you 
choose Diary of a Wimpy Kid. So just trust 
me read these books. 
 Joe Young Mater Dei   Grade 6

Can you imagine the best book ever? 
I can! It’s Harry Potter because it’s so 
different. You never know what is going to 
happen next, but it is fun to try to guess!
When I first started reading Harry Potter, 
I was in the 4th grade. I didn’t really 
understand it, but I felt like I had to show 
people that I could. I finally decided I had 
to read something else but I wondered if I 
disappointed my friends and myself. Then, 
in 5th grade, I reread the first  book. I 
understood it, and I loved it! I was proud 
and happy that I got it. After I understood 
it, I couldn’t stop reading. Right now… I am 
on the 3rd book!  
Lucy O’Hern   Mater Dei     Grade 6                                                                                                                          
Boom went the bomb as it exploded! 
Bombing was common place in Germany 
back in the 40s during World War II.The 
action starts with this boy named Karl 
Friedman. Karl is very interested in Hitler, 
and the Hitler Youth Group. He was in 
the Duchess Jungvolk  Club, which was 
basically the Hitler youth group for younger 
boys.  These groups prepared the youth 
for was and for being part of Hitler’s army 
of the future.  His older brother Stephan 
wants no part of the war, because their 
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father had been killed in the war. Stephan 
is part of a different group, called the 
Edelweiss Pirates. The Pirates are a 
rebellious group working against Hitler.  
Stephan gets into trouble by the Gestapo. 
There is this evil Kriminalinspector Wolf, 
who has to look after Stephan. Karl 
completely changes as the action in the 
book continues, and completely despises 
Hitler.  Kriminalinspector Wolf gets killed 
by a bomb… see what happens to Karl in 
the end! 
Jacob Bride    Mater Dei  Grade 6                                                        
Are you having problems finding a 
good series of books? Well here’s my 
recommendation: The Warriors Series! 
Warriors was written by Erin Hunter and 
became a long series with many books. 
There are five series, and six books, each 
with many other books. When you start 
reading you can’t stop. These are an 
action and fantasy series..
Warriors is about cats who live in a 
forest, there are four clans, five counting 
StarClan which is the clan’s Warrior 
ancestors. The main character is Rusty, a 
kittypet, who joins a clan and has to work 
harder than everyone else to prove that 
he can be a clan cat even though he was 
a kittypet. This one is in the first series. 
I know you’re thinking this is boring or 
dumb, but there are many rivalries and 
bloodshed between the clans. The names 
of the clans are ThunderClan, RiverClan, 
WindClan, ShadowClan, and StarClan, 
the ancestors or dead ones. Hope you 
read The Warriors Series. One thing 
before you read, watch out for the ending 
of each book, which also has an amount 
of foreshadowing.
John Paul O’Connor   
Mater Dei Grade 6

Are you bored? Don’t know what to do? 
You should read. I know a perfect book, A 
Series of Unfortunate Events. The first is a 
good book and the series is great! There 
are thirteen books in the series. You might 
think reading them all will take forever but 

with a good series, time goes quickly.
A Series of Unfortunate Events is about 
these kids, Violet, Klaus, and Sunny, who 
become orphans. A fire starts at their 
mansion. They have to go live with their 
relative Count Olaf.  (Olaf is not a very 
nice person!) In all thirteen books they take 
on adventures. They solve mysteries about 
their past. If you want to find out more then 
you should read the books!
Madi Mass Mater Dei   Grade 6

Rick Riordan is the best author I know. He’s 
written a bunch of books about Greek 
mythology. One of his most famous series 
is about Percy Jackson. Rick Riordan shows 
the life of demigods. Demigods may not 
be real, but what they teach is. They teach 
us about sacrifice, passion, loyalty, and 
what some people believed in.
 The best series from Rick Riordan is Percy 
Jackson and The Heroes of Olympus. 
You may have seen the Percy Jackson 
movies, but the books are so much better. 
The Heroes of Olympus books are about 
a powerful goddess, Gaea, the earth 
goddess trying to rise. These books are 
thrilling, exciting, suspenseful, and rushing. 
I think you should read these books, and if 
you’ve already read them, don’t worry as 
there are still more to come.
 Luke Ohern Mater Dei   Grade 6

Do you like monsters, demons, trolls, 
and other amazing creatures? If you 
do, I advise you to read the Fablehaven 
series. First off, the two main characters 
Seth and Kendra meet their grandpa in 
the beginning. The settings are unknown 
locations around the world where 
caretakers, including their grandpa, run 
centers where amazing creatures live. 
There are lots of twists and turns and 
unexpected character appearances.
My favorite book was the last book in 
the series. It was about a very powerful 
demon opening the gates to the demon 
prison. Kendra, Seth, and their friends 
have to defeat the huge demon horde. At 
the end of all the books there is a twist that 

leads to the next book. At the end of the 
series, Brandon Mull does an unexpected 
twist. He says he may write a second 
series about what happens after the last 
book. Don’t miss out on this series!
Easton Prenger Mater Dei   Grade 6

 Who doesn’t love a great Holiday movie?  
Every year, before the holidays, new 
movies are released to help us celebrate 
the holidays of past.  Sometimes, though, 
we like to watch the movies that our 
parents and our grandparents enjoyed 
when they were kids!  Here are a few to 
consider this holiday season. 

A Christmas Story
 Christmas is coming soon and 9 year-old 
Ralphie wants only one thing: a Red Ryder 
Range 200 Shot BB gun. He mentions it 
at the dinner table, his mother’s immediate 
reaction is that he’ll put his eye out. He 
then decides on a perfect theme for his 
teacher but her reaction is like his. He 
fantasizes about what it would be like to 
be Red Ryder and catch the bad guys. 
When the big day arrives he doesn’t see a 
BB gun?

 Nightmare Before Christmas
Jack Skellington, the Pumpkin King of 
Halloween Town, is tired with doing 
the same thing every single year for 
Halloween. One day he stumbles into the 
delightful Christmas Town, and is so taken 
with the idea of Christmas that he tries to 
get the resident bats, ghouls, and goblins 
of Halloween town to help him put on 
Christmas instead of Halloween -- but alas, 
they can’t get it quite right.
 National Lampoon’s Christmas
It’s Christmas time and Clark’s family are 
preparing for a family winter celebration, 
but things never run very well for Clark, 
and the rest of his family. Clark’s bad luck 
continues by his obnoxious family guests, 
but he manages to keep going knowing 
that his Christmas bonus is due soon…or 
is it?
 Elf

Buddy was a baby when he climbed into 
Santa’s sack one Christmas night. He was 
raised by elves all throughout his life after 
that moment. Once he found out he wasn’t 
a real elf, he set out to New York City to 
find his birth father, Walter Hobbs. Hobbs 
was on Santa’s naughty list for being 
a heartless jerk, and had no idea that 
Buddy was even born. Buddy, meanwhile, 
experiences the delights of New York City 
(and human culture) as only an elf can. 
When Walter’s relationship with Buddy 
interferes with his job, he is forced to 
rethink about Buddy
The reason that we chose these great 
movie productions is because these movies 
will bring the family together. No matter 
what, these movies will always give you a 
smile and a laugh. Most of these movies 
you have probably seen already, but you 
can always watch them over and over 
again.
Ryan Summerville and Tamen Brand 
Grade 8

LAUREN
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1

NOAH RODER
APPLE TREE, SIOUX CITY

PRESCHOOL
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What’s black and white and loved by kids all over the world?
Pandas, of course! Read on to learn about these gentle creatures.

Can you imagine a world without pandas? 
Only about 2,000 giant pandas live in the wild 
today. They are in danger of becoming extinct— 
gone forever.

Giant pandas live in the Sichuan mountains of 
southwest China, where they feed on bamboo.

Pandas are losing their habitat. Giant pandas 
need forests with lots of bamboo to survive. 
These forests are rapidly disappearing as 
humans use them to meet their needs.

Giant pandas need to eat a lot of food every 
day. They eat day and night, constantly 
wandering through the forest eating and 
eating. Add up the numbers along the 
correct path of the maze to find out how 
many pounds of food one giant panda can 
eat in a day.

While bamboo makes up 
most of a giant panda’s 

diet, pandas sometimes eat 
small animals. Because of 
this small amount of meat 
eating, giant pandas are 
classified as carnivores.

Scientists debated this for years. About 
20 years ago, a group of experts determined 
that giant pandas are most 
closely related to bears, 
although they are also a 
lot like raccoons.

Pandas are different from 
other bears. For one thing, 
they have eyes like a cat. 
And their front paws have 
an unusual thumb – sometimes called a false 
thumb. This is not actually a thumb, like a 
human thumb. It is a part of the wrist bone that 
sticks out to the side like an extra finger.

The panda is 
a symbol of 

peace in 
China.

Pand
a eye

Bear
eye

The Chinese call 
the panda 

“Da xiong mao,” 
which means 

“giant bear cat.” 
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Standards Link: Life Science: Students know changes in the 
environment can be detrimental to organisms.

Standards Link: Number Sense: 
Calculate sums to 30.
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.
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CHINA
MOTHER
HUMAN
BABY
GIANT
BAMBOO
CAT
BLACK
WHITE
BEARS
CREATURE
ZOOS
EYE
FOOD

The largest giant pandas can grow to be about 250 pounds. Ask 
five friends how much they weigh. Add up their weights. Does it 
equal 250 pounds?

Baby pandas are itty-bitty bears. They weigh only 4 to 6 ounces at 
birth (85-140 grams).

A mother panda is about 800 times heavier than her baby. (If a 
human mother with a 7-pound baby weighed 800 times more, she 
would weigh 5,600 pounds. That’s nearly 3 tons!)

Standards Link: Life Science: Students know there is a variation among individuals of one kind 
within a population.

Miraculous Migration of 
the Monarch Butterfly
Since winter is nearing, it may 
be interesting to learn what our 
monarch butterflies are doing in 
Mexico. Iowa monarch butterflies are 
not able to survive our cold winters, 
so they migrate to Mexico where it is 
warm all year long.  The monarchs 
migrate to Mexico and hibernate in 
oyamel fir trees.  They use the very 

same trees each and every year when they migrate, which is amazing because they 
aren’t the same butterflies that were there last year.  These are the fourth generation of 
monarch butterflies.  Because of this, monarchs must rely on their instincts to find their 
hibernating site.
What do the monarchs do in Mexico? The monarchs spend the months of October 
to late March roosting in trees in Mexico.  They cluster together, covering whole tree 
trunks and branches.  They cluster together to stay warm.  They may also cluster 

together to protect themselves from predators.  They roost in the oyamel fir 
trees at an elevation of nearly 2 miles above sea level.  These hillsides 

provide the ideal microclimate for the butterflies.  The temperatures 
range from 32 to 59 degrees Fahrenheit.  If the 
temperature is lower, the monarchs will be forced 

to use their fat reserves.  The humidity in the forest 
assures that the monarchs won’t 
dry out, which also allows them to 
conserve their energy.

Monarchs store enough fat so that 
most of them do not need to eat while in 

Mexico.  This is why it’s really important 
for monarchs to have flowering plants 

along their fall flyways.  They do 
need to drink water during the 
winter, so it is crucial that water or 

dew is available to them.
Mary Siepker,  

        retired Lawton-Bronson Teacher

AVA S.
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1

PAXTON
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1

SILAS
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1

ABBY
JOHNSON, SPENCER

GRADE 1
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 Canadians call 
 maple syrup a 
 totally Canadian 
 food.

In spring, maple tree sap begins its 
journey from the roots up the tree.

If you put a special spigot into the 
tree while the sap is moving 
upwards, some of the sap will 
come out of the spigot and can be 
collected in a bucket.

Maple sap is boiled to make it into 
syrup for pancakes and more.

The Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police, also known as the Mounties, 
were first given the task of helping 
settlers start farms and towns in the 
Canadian prairies. When gold was 
discovered in the Klondike, the 
Mounties were sent. They were so 
good at keeping order, that the 
legend spread of the Mountie 
always getting his man.

Today you will see Mounties in all 
the provinces. Can you spot the 
differences between these two?

 he maple leaf appears on the 
 Canadian flag and the penny. 
The two red stripes represent the 
Pacific Ocean and the Atlantic 
Ocean – two of the three oceans 
that border Canada. Look at a 
world map to find the name of the 
third ocean that borders Canada.

How many maple leaves can 
you find on this page?

Once hunted almost to extinction because of the popularity of its 
fur, this animal now thrives. It even appears on Canada’s five-cent 
coin. What animal is it? Connect the dots to find out!

Canada is the second largest country in the world. 
It covers more than two-fifths of North America.

Canada has it all: Rocky Mountains, endless prairies, sparkling 
lakes and craggy shorelines. It has plains of ice where polar bears 
roam and quiet tide pools with brightly colored starfish. Moose 
roam the mountains and beavers build their dams in the rivers and 
lakes. Far in the north, colorful streaks of light, called the northern 
lights, dance across the dark night sky. And in addition to all of 
this natural splendor, Canada has vibrant, modern cities, too!

Standards Link: Social Science: Understand how local producers have used natural resources 
to produce goods in the past.
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To schedule an appointment with any of our 
specialists, call (605) 312-1000 or visit childrens.
sanfordhealth.org to learn more.

THE PREMIER DESTINATION 
FOR CHILDREN’S HEALTH
At Sanford Children’s in Sioux Falls, SD, we offer  
the specialties that matter to your family. We are 
dedicated to bringing in the latest services to help  
care for your children close to home. 

We now offer:
• Lifesaving ECMO services – Allows your  

child’s heart and lungs to rest and heal when  
it’s needed most.

• Region’s only dedicated pediatric neurosurgeon 

300 EXPERTS.
35 SPECIALTIES.

Veteran’s Day Celebration in Mrs. Irwin’s Classroom  
Leeds Elementary
We invited our family Veterans to our classroom to thank them for their services.  Mr. 
Casares taught us how to properly salute and other techniques soldiers learn while 
serving.  That was awesome!  We then performed our readers’ theater titled, Veteran’s 
Day.  Some of our students also wrote thank you notes by reading them to the Veterans 
and presenting them with the thank you cards.  We then celebrated with brownies and 
hot apple cider.  Thank you Veterans for all you do for us all over the World!
By:  Jasmine and Leah

Veteran
VERY BRAVE
Equip boldly 
They are brave for defending our country
Extraordinary service for all
Returns home to their family 
Are very nice
Never negative 
By Matthew S. 
Perry Creek Grade 5

Very Brave and Nice 
Every Day I Thank You              
Thanks for Being Strong
Everyone Likes You
Right Is What You Are
Aren’t You Just Amazing 
Nothing You Can’t Do 
By: Maddy C. 
Perry Creek Grade 5   

For our Safety,
  Improving Our lives,
  Leaving their Loved ones,
                They Don’t give up,
                           Involving everybody,
        Defeating Enemies,
                           Risking their lives,
                   Our Soldiers!
  -Phoenix Jenkins and Sam Martin

Veteran are our heroes
Earned the right to be respected
They save are lives
Earned our trust
Rapid and ready
Always ready for battle
No one is topping them from saving our country
By: Addie A. and Lilly G. 
Perry Creek Grade 5

Soldiers 
Safe always.
Obey the law.
Light the fuse.
Doctor for when you get hurt.
Intimidating to do what they do.
Enemies are near.
Resting in war.
Saving people every day.
By: Patison Perry Creek

 
        

VETERANS SALUTE
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SPORTS
There is no question that 
Kid Scoop News’ readers 
absolutely love fall sports…
no, wait, they absolutely 
love all sports!
We practiced really hard after that 
game to get prepared for our next game 
against North Middle. We never did 
play that game because it got rained 
out. We were supposed to play six 
games but we ended up only playing 
five. Our season went well and coach 
said we did well, so that’s a good 
season to me. Our coach had us make 
three goals at the beginning of the 
year, spiritual, physical, and mental. I 
only completed my spiritual goal. The 
physical and mental goals were kind of 
hard to complete but at least I got one 
done. That ended my seventh grade 
football season so hopefully we can do 
better in eighth, it’ll be hard but we can 
do it! 
Kyle Martin    
Mater Dei  Grade 8   
Have you ever thought about why am 
I celebrating? Could this be bragging? 
Well it’s not, It’s being happy for your 
team. Here is what good sportsmanship 
and bad sportsmanship look like. 
A person who behaves sportingly is the 
definition of sportsmanship. What makes 
a person a good sport? Good sports 
are people who treat not only the other 
team but yourself and your team well. 
Parents should teach their kids that the 
small gestures are just as important as 
the big heroic ones. Parents should also 
encourage their children to play fair, to 
have fun, and concentrate on improving 
their skills.
A person who is a bad sport does not 
appreciate a loss. They most likely will 
not respect the other team or make up 
excuses to why they couldn’t make a 
play. Arguing with the coach is another 
way to show bad sportsmanship; 
remember that the coach and refs are 
always the bosses, or if a ref or coach 
makes a bad call, do not yell at them, 
simply go along with the call. Whatever 
you do, don’t boast or try to show off, 
this rule was taught to you your whole 
life for a reason. A bad sport, someone 
with all of these negative attributes, also 
should recognize themselves as a bad 
sport and try to change.   
Liam Cleary  
Mater Dei Grade 7     
My football team, the Heelan Crusaders, 

went 4-1 this season. We played East, 
North, West, and SBL. We had 25 
people on our team. Our first few games 
we played against East then we played 
North. During those games, our team 
was very nervous. Later that season we 
played East, West, and SBL. We lost to 
SBL and won against West, East twice, 
and North. 
Our last game it was down pouring 
and they cancelled it when we were 
warming up. We had a lot of fun this 
year. At practice, coach kept pushing us 
and we played fun drills. The lineman 
always wanted to see who could push 
the sled the farthest. I hope my whole 
team will come out next year. We had 
a huge pizza party when we were 
handing in our pads and we played 
football on the field. This football season 
was my favorite by far.
Caden LaFleur    
Mater Dei Grade 7

I play volleyball almost all year 
round! I play in the north league, I do 
tournaments, and I play in an AAU state 
volleyball traveling team. Volleyball is 
my favorite sport. My second favorite 
sport is golf. I try my golf whenever I can 
fit it in during the summer.
My position is right-side, back row 
and front row. In my position I pass the 
volleyball to the setter when in the back 
row. Then when I’m in the front row I 
call out 9...then the setter backsets me 
and I spike the ball down onto the other 
side of the net.  My volleyball coaches, 
Ashton and Kelsey, are the best!  I 
couldn’t do it without my teammates so a 
big shout out to them! Let’s go Sioux City 
Stangs!
Anna Fenton    
Mater Dei Grade 7

Don’t you love the game of football? 
There are so many important positions 
in football and the little plays win you 
a game. I was a running back for my 
football team and I scored at least four 
touchdowns in the five games that we 
played which are pretty short. All my 
friends did well and it was also fun. We 
played dominant over every team and 
we scored a lot of touchdowns.
What did we do for practice? Running 
A LOT; it was crazy. We went over cool 
plays and did pass routes and overall 
that was fun. We made sure we would 
play good against every team we 
played that’s why we practice so hard. 
We barely goofed around and we were 
serious about everything we did. Ian, a 
monster, was sure of playing well; this 
was just a great year and I can’t wait for 

the next one.   
Vinney Pomerson  
Mater Dei Grade 7                                                                                                                                                      
Have you ever played the game 
football? I play football and I am here 
to tell you what position I play and how 
it helps. First, quarterback is one off 
the most important spots you can be 
you have to have a lot of focus, and 
you have to know what you’re doing. 
I also play outside linebacker and my 
team does 4 defensive linemen and 4 
linebackers. So you can’t let anyone 
outside you and you’re supposed to 
contain. 
 My favorite football teams are the 
Nebraska Cornhuskers and the Denver 
Broncos. Nebraska is doing really well 
this year and the Broncos not so great. I 
like to play football with my friends.  
I play for Westside and we’re doing 
okay. My number is 34 are colors are 
green, white, and black. Our helmets 
are white with a green paw. Jackson    

Have you ever played football? Well if 
not, I suggest giving it a try. Football is 
a contact sport. It makes your adrenalin 
start pumping. My favorite part is when 
our team makes a really good play. I 
play for Heelan middle school, a pretty 
good team, but we only have 21 kids on 
our team.
I play wide receiver and corner back. I 
like corner way more. I play corner more 
than receiver. At corner back you usually 
block the wide receiver. You can’t let 
anyone outside of you. The main job for 
a corner is to contain the outside.
Anthony Courey   
Mater Dei Grade 7

Let me tell you all about my favorite 
NFL team, the Green Bay Packers. 
They’re having a great start going 3-1 
this season. Aaron Rodgers, the Green 
Bay Packers quarterback, is having a 
decent start with 876 passing yards, 
seven touchdown passes, and  three 
interceptions.  This is a bad start for 
Rodgers to have this many interceptions 
and to have so few passing yards.
 Let me tell you why the Packers are 
one of the best teams in the NFL. All of 
their senses are on point, so let me tell 
you about each one of them. They’re 
able to hear the play in the huddle and 
even audibles, while thousands of fans 
are cheering for them. All of the wide 
receivers are keen with seeing the ball. 
The defensive linemen are able to feel 
if it’s a run block or a pass block. The 
defense is able to smell out all types 
of trick plays. They’re also great with 

tasting victory.
Carter Weiland    
Mater Dei Grade 8 
Volleyball
As the ball flew over the net,
The front row prepared for a set
Then it all ended with a hit,
We were winning by a little bit
As another serve goes over,
Each play was getting bolder
Abby goes up to block,
Then time ran off the clock
The second game began
Then we went over our plan
Rachel, our setter, set the ball up,
It was so good we almost won the gold 
cup!
Braedyn Bentson
Mater Dei

Basketball is a simple competitive game, 
filled with excitement and joy. My name 
is Alex, I’ve been playing basketball 
since I was three…and this is about the 
time when basketball starts, although 
my team and I haven’t done much, it is 
still fun. Basketball can be either a good 
game or a complete blow out. Usually, 
it’s a good game but there are those 
times where It’s just boring.
I love basketball because of all the 
experience I have had with a good 
coach. My favorite coach, Mr. Gerig, 
taught me all the fundamentals of the 
game and how simple the game can 
really be. You and your family could 
even play for fun, it’s simple! Dribble, 
pass, shoot, it’s that easy. If you’re 
looking for a competitive experience 
then you have to learn how to defend, 
and learn an offense, or you can just 
have fun with your family.
Alex Acres    
Mater Dei Grade 8                                          

Very good at football                                  

Ignited with fuel                                           

kings of the game                                     

Indestructible team                           

Not stoppable                                                          

Great at beating other teams    

Started the season great

By:  Hunter H. and Caleb C.                                                                                                                                               
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www.summitdentalhealth.net
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SPORTS
Leeds Elementary Fourth Grade Students 
Meet North High Stars
In Mrs. Irwin’s fourth grade class at Leeds Elementary, 
students often find themselves visiting with high school 
students from North.  On one early afternoon in November, 

four of her students were ready to visit and interview two North High students, 
George Konidas and Max Kleinschmit, about their positions in one of the fourth 
grade students’ favorite sports, FOOTBALL!  George and Max were perfect for the 
interview as both have played for the Stars throughout their high school years, and 
Max could share a little about the importance of avoiding
injuries during a practice camp.  The following is the interview the fourth grade 
students did with Max and George.  (George was actually one of Mrs. Irwin’s 
students a few years back!)

Gavin: Where did you grow up?
Max: I lived in Nebraska until age five, and then moved to Sioux City.  I   
 started school at Clark Elementary.
George: I started school at Cardinal Elementary in South Sioux and then   
 attended Hunt Elementary in Sioux City.
Gavin: Share a little about being a kid…did you always want to play    
 football?
Max: We played neighborhood games as a kid.  Kick the can..football…  
 baseball.
George: There were always games going on in my neighborhood. Someone 
  had a basketball hoop, there was an empty lot for baseball and 
  football.  It was a great childhood; we were always outside, doing 
 something.
Parker: Describe the position you play for the North Stars.
Both: We play the same positions in the offensive line and George also plays 
 in the defensive line.  We block, we have to learn plays…like when you 
  hear “Zorro” you know to move to the right…and when you hear 
 “Zulu”…you move to the left.  (Both players emphasized here how 
 important it was to listen and be able to read and understanding and 
 learning plays requires both.)
Parker: Where do you practice and what is a usual practice like?
Both: We have our own practice field at North High.  It’s over by the softball 
 field. We start right after school, and begin stretching right away.  If  
 you don’t stretch, it is easy to get hurt.  We go into a team scrimmage 
 then and the offensive and defensive teams play each other.  During 
 the week, we watch videos of our games and our practices.  The 
 coaches point out places where we need to work…they look at errors 
 and help us to correct them.  
(Max also mentioned that cross-training is important and there is a lot of running!)
Jacob: Describe what a game day is like and the game.
Both: You wear your jersey to school that day to show pride and team 
 responsibility. You have a little time after school, and kids usually go to 
 Jimmy John’s or Subway to grab a small snack…listen to music and then  

 begin to focus. You need a little time to think about the game.  Before 
 we go out to the game, we stretch, go over pregame strategies…get 
  dressed.  You are not on your phone.  You want to block out 
 distractions.  We use mental imagery to think about possibilities for the 
 games.
Jacob: If you weren’t playing football, what would you be doing?
George: Well, I work at my parents’ restaurant, OpaTime.  I like being with   
 friends.
Max: There is always homework.  I usually have about two hours a night.  I 
 do play some video games, watch tv.

Max,4th Grader:Finish this sentence:  In ten years I will be:
George: I hope to be a math teacher…and a coach.  I’m hoping to go to USD.
Max: I am hoping to be in a residency program for Pediatrics.  I’ll start at 
 UNL or Creighton.  Right now, I’m taking AP Chemistry and some 
 college credit classes.

Max, our fourth grade reporter had a special question for the football players.  
He said, “If you were a famous football player….
George: Well…it would be great!  But, you can’t play your whole life.
Max: I’d invest my money…I would try to live well, but not overdo it.  No   
 excusses.

Both football players stressed how important school and friends can be. They 
emphasized doing your homework, so you can play each week…and that the 
homework helped with understanding the plays that are used in the game.  They 
also believe that the coaches are one of the most important parts of the game…and 
they have had great coaches.  We enjoyed their company and hope we can do 
this again soon.  It’s pretty great meeting upperclassmen!

Feature Kid Scoop News Reporters
 Gavin Rasmussen, Parker Petersen, Jacob Frazier, Max Sands Mrs. Irwin’s 
Future Stars
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BIG BROTHERS ~ BIG SISTERS

I want a Big so I can go get ice cream, go swimming, go to the park 
and play, and so my brother doesn’t bug me.
Khloe, 6 years old
I want a Big to have fun with and to watch wrestling with.
Eli, 10 years old
I want a Big so I can learn to do guy things and to watch sports 
together.
Scott, 8 years old
I want a Big so I can go to the library.
Lilly, 10 years old
I want a Big so I can do everything like go to parks and play games.
Aaron, 6 years old
I want a Big so I can do fun things.
Martin, 6 years old
I want a Big so I can go out and do things with her.
Kenzi, 7 years old
I want a Big so that I can go places and be with someone that likes 
Minecraft, Hot Wheels, Tony Hawk, and Guitar Hero.
Ozzy, 6 years old
I want a Big because I don’t have anyone to do things with.
Breanna, 6 years old
I want a Big to go places with and to make food.
Jasmin, 8 years old
I want a Big because I want to go to Chuck E Cheese and it will be 
fun.
Waylen, 7 years old
I want a Big to do fun things with.
Joseph, 7 years old
I want a Big to help me with homework and to go to the park.
Krisyline, 7 years old
I want a Big because we will get to see each other.
Chad, 9 years old
I want another Big because my old Big Brother had to move.
Elias, 9 years old
I want a Big Brother so that I can play basketball with him.
Antonio, 8 years old
I want a Big Brother to go snowboarding with.
Hunter, 8 years old
I want another Big Sister because my old one became busy.
Callie, 8 years old
I want a Big Sister because my real big sister is mean.
Jayli, 8 years old
I want a Big because I don’t want to stay at home and I want a boy to 
talk to.
Jonah, 9 years old
I want a Big Sister because I want to have fun with each other and go 
do nails together.
Samantha, 10 years old

I want a Big Sister so I can do fun things with her.
Destiny, 10 years old
I want a Big Brother because so I can have fun.
Deyveon, 11 years old
I want a Big Brother so I can do boy things with him.
Damian, 10 years old
I want a Big Brother because my brother never spends time 
with me.
Chris, 10 years old
I want a Big so I can have fun with someone.
Jacobe, 10 years old
I want a Big to do things with.
Tristian, 11 years old
I want a Big Brother so that I can be more social.
Damian, 10 years old
I want a Big so I can get outside more.
Dominic, 11 years old
I want a Big to have fun with and play soccer.
Santiago, 11 years old
I want a Big to talk about stuff and to play games.
Tysen, 11 years old
I want a Big to do things with and one who likes 
sports.
Desmond, 12 years old
I want a Big Sister to talk to and do things 
together.
Jennifer, 13 years old
I want a Big because I would like to go 
outside and do things with him.
Kailou, 12 years old
I want a Big so I can have someone 
else to talk to besides my mom.
Adeline, 13 years old
I want Big Brother so I can have 
someone to hang out with.
Kaidyn, 13 years old

BIG BROTHERS, BIG SISTERS PAGE 
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:

LE MARS & SOUTH SIOUX CITY 

SPECIAL HOLIDAY WISHES…BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF SIOUXLAND
During the holidays, many of us have special Christmas and holiday wishes.  We wish for toys, books, computer items…some of us 

wish for a parent to come home from overseas, some wish to be healthy and others wish for peace on earth.  The following are some 
Christmas wishes from students hoping to find a Big Brother or Big Sister.  The Big Brothers Big Sisters of Siouxland have special families 
who can match with a Little.  If your family is interested in sharing a weekend or few hours a month to connect with one of our Littles just 

give us a call at: Big Brothers Big Sisters of Siouxland:  712.239.9890. Happy Holidays!
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E D I T O R ’ S  P I C K by Vicki Whiting, Kid Scoop News 

      he spirit of the 
holidays is about giving, 
not spending money. 
Although at times, this 
becomes hard to 
remember.

Here is a tip 
from Jim 
Silverman, the 
Kid Scoop News 
Librarian, on a 
cool way to give 
gifts that warm 
the heart and make 
your children feel 
special and doesn’t 
cost a cent!

“Select some books and 
dvds from the library,” 
says Jim. “Wrap them up 
and tuck them under 
the tree.”

Of course, you have to 
return them after a 
couple of weeks. But by 
then, the books are read 

and the dvds have been 
watched. A wrapped 
library book or dvd 
provides all the fun of a 

gift, costs no money 
and after your 
child has lost 
interest in the 
items – you don’t 
have to wonder 
where to store 
them. And they 
can be checked 

out to read or watch 
again in the future.

NOTE: This is a great way 
for kids to give gifts to 
family without worrying 
about the cost!

With the stress and excitement of the 
holidays, you might �nd it useful to 
have a way to reward your children 
for their good behavior.

On a wall or a door, hang a 
Santa face and make a long 
beard out of blown up white 
balloons. Add a little note or 
a small reward inside each 
balloon before you tie up 
the end. When a child 
does something you 
want to acknowledge, 
let him or her pick and 
pop a balloon to �nd out 
what is inside.

In addition to tiny little treats 
that you can �t into the opening 
of a balloon, you can also write a 
special privilege onto a slip of paper.

Select activities that are special to 
your child and have fun �nding 
rewards that don’t cost money.

Hanukkah begins on Christmas Eve this 
year. That means people of 
both the Christian and 
Jewish faiths will be 
celebrating at the same 
time.

Hershel and the Hanukkah 
Goblins was a favorite of 
my boys when they were 
younger. As you read it 
aloud, take some time to 
stop reading and discuss 
what might happen next — a good way 
to foster thinking about cause and 

e�ect and making predictions — skills 
they need in school (and life).

This is a creative adaptation of 
the ancient Hanukkah story in 
which the Greeks forbade the 
Jewish people to practice their 
religious beliefs. In this tale, a 
group of goblins prevents a town 
from celebrating Hanukkah, until 
brave Hershel outsmarts them 
and rescues the town. It also 
explains some of 

the Hanukkah traditions 
along the way.

Read with Your Child: 
A Hanukkah Read Aloud
By Eric Kimmel  •  Illustrated by Trina Schart Hyman
Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins

Here are some ideas:

31
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With your child, look
through the newspaper to

find pictures of things
that begin with the same

sound as the letter
B in boots.

Point to the number
5 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large
enough, have your child

trace the number.

Look at the weather
forecast in the newspaper.
Based on that forecast,
talk about what clothes
you both should wear.

Do you need boots
today?

Draw a stick figure to
represent your child. (You
can glue a small photo of
your child’s face onto the
figure.) Then go through
the newspaper with your
child and cut out pictures
of clothing. Let your child
choose which clothes the

figure will wear.

Make a baseball bat by
rolling an entire

newspaper lengthwise.
Then cover the “bat”

with masking tape. Make
a ball by crumpling up
one sheet of newspaper

and covering it with
masking tape. Play ball!

Make a Baseball Bat
and Ball

Dress for WeatherBoot WeatherMath PlayLetter Identification
Talk about colors whose

names begin with the
letter B (like blue, black
and brown). Search the

newspaper for colors, and
tell your child the name
of each one. Then ask

your child if the name of
that color starts with the
sound the letter B makes.

B Colors
Have your child check the
weather forecast in today’s
newspaper. Cut out the
symbols that show what
weather is predicted. Your
child can use the symbols
to give a weather report to

the family.

Weather Reporter

B is for Boots

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter B. Say the letter as you trace it.

How many          ?

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

b is for boots

How many words or pictures can
you find on this page that start with
the sound the letter B makes in the
word boots?

How many      ?

Circle the boot that should come next in each row.

butterdishes

bugs

How many        ?
books

The other day, I met a bear,
With cowboy boots, a dandy pair!
The other day, I met a bear,
With cowboy boots, a dandy pair!
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33KINDER KIDS
Green is my favorite color because I like green. I always like green. 
Maynard C. 
Blue is my favorite because I always like blue.
Byckey F.
I like pink and blue.
Serenity R. 
Blue is my favorite color because my mom always wears blue.
Schadae H. 
I like pink. 
Aimar O. 
Pink is my favorite color because I love it.
Romina S. 
Blue is because I just like it. 
Levi C. 
Blue is my favorite. 
Raul P. 

Hi to all our Kinder Kid friends,
We will start the month by talking about all of the holiday around the world in the 
month of December and how they are different and alike. One similarity is that they 
all have special traditions . Then we talk about what special traditions they have with 
their families this time of year.  We celebrate diversity and inclusion and enjoy this 
holiday time.
Mrs. Clancy, New Jersey Kinder Kids

Ms. Jungers’ kinder kids love colors…bright, bold, crazy colors!

Texas Kinder Elves
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Page 5
Smelly Facts
The male silkworm can smell a female silk 
worm from SEVEN miles away.

A bloodhound can smell a human 
fingerprint left SIX weeks ago.

Spiders and scorpions smell with their FEET.

The Tsetse fly can smell the breath of a 
cow from many MILES away.

Page 8
What kind of candy is William eating?
Peppermint

Page 12

Page 15

Page 16
How many pounds of food can one 
giant panda eat in a day?
27 pounds

Page 17

Page 10
Which class collected the most money?
Miss Vivien = $19.07
Mrs. Shaw = $12.98
Mr. Learny $17.71

Page 7
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Page 11
Which toys are identical?

Page 12
How many trees?
27
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35NIE SIOUXLAND

“BEST OF CLASS” TEACHER OF THE 
MONTH WINNER MRS. MENNENGA

Each month, Claudia Hessa, owner of Sugar Shack Bakery and NIESiouxland  honor a student-
nominated classroom teacher with a special gift basket.  So many great teachers and nominations 
from our region, it is very difficult to select just one.  This month, preschool teacher Mrs. Mennenga 
from the Jackson Primary Building of the Ponca, Nebraska district shed a few tears when student 
Teygan Schram handed her the goodie basket.  Mrs. Mennenga, in Teygan’s eye is very special 
because:  “Mrs. M dances and sings with us every day.  She even uses funny voices.”  Claudia 
Hess,  NIESiouxland,  and local business folk applaud Mrs. Mennenga and her hands-on classroom 
approach to learning.  KUDOS!

Mrs. Mennenga, as shared by Teygan Schram a student from last year’s class!
Jackson Elementary School    Jackson, Nebraska

“Mrs. M’ is so kind.  If I need help finding a mitten for recess, she helps me.  She is so much fun, 
too.  She took us to the Pumpkin Patch in the big bus.  We all got to bring a pumpkin back to our 
class to decorate with DUCT TAPE!  “Mrs. M” dances and sings with us every single day.  She even 
uses funny voices, sometimes.  “Mrs. M” does awesome projects with us that are really cool.  She 
helps us learn to use really cool stuff like scissors, glue, paint, and markers.  She plays great games 
with us, too, like B-I-N-G-O.  She is just the best teacher and makes going to school so much fun.

Teacher of the Month,  
Mrs. Mennenga, Teacher  
from Jackson Primary Building.

The staff at Kid Scoop News would like to thank our 
second grade readers from Missouri Valley for their ideas 
and thoughts.  We loved these so much that we decided to 
have a “Letters to the Editor” section this month!
Dear Kids Scoop News,
I would like to read more about sharks and dinosaurs. Thank you for publishing Kids 
Scoop News.
Brian
       
Dear Kids Scoop News,
Can you write some on mermaids? I would also like to thank our PTO for paying the 
fee for Kids Scoop News.      
Lily
       
Dear Kids Scoop News,
I would like to hear more about dinosaurs. I think you September 
issue was very good. 
I would also like to thank the PTO for letting us get this newspaper 
from you.
Cody

Dear Kids Scoop News,

Thank you for writing this for us to read. Will you please include 
kittens and art as one of your topics?  I really loved the thing 
about the bullying stuff. Thank you so much for the wonderful 
magazine!
Gabby
       

Dear Kids Scoop News,
I love what you guys did. I love dogs. Can you please add My Little Pony in one of 
your issues. Thank you so much. Can you put horses in the Kids Scoop News.Thank 
you!
Alyssa
       
Dear Kids Scoop News. 
Can you please do one about fish? You don’t have to, but you can. Thank you.
Mackenzie
       
Dear Kids Scoop News,
I want to know more about the blue dog. Could you do a Kids Scoop News about 
ponies and horses. I love your Kids Scoop News!
Kristiana
      
          

FAREWAY IS A PROUD SUPPORTER OF LITERACY  
FOR OUR SIOUXLAND YOUTH!

4267 SERGEANT RD..
GROCERY 276-1873 • MEAT DEPT. 276-8956

SGT. BLUFF • 700 1ST ST.
GROCERY 943-9325 • MEAT DEPT. 943-9326

4016 INDIAN HILLS DR.
GROCERY 239-0528 • MEAT DEPT. 239-0529

4040 WAR EAGLE DR.
GROCERY 252-0388 • MEAT DEPT. 252-0389
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Classroom Sponsors
United Bank of Iowa, Moville
Book People
Triview/Quality Telecommunications
KVLZ Custom Bailing, Climbing Hill
Akron Gold & Silver
Deck Law
Paul & Tamme Saul
Yellow Rose Catering - Moville
Gretchen Gondek
Dr. Stee Maxwell

Helen Maxwell
Dr. Earl Maxwell 
Sterk Financial - Dakota Dunes
Granny Stitches
Friendship & Service Club, Akron, IA
Judie Uhlir
El Forastero MC Inc.
Bill & Becky McKenny
Doug Harrold
Allan Wall

In Memory of Gene Windeshausen, 
Principal at Crescent Park & Bryant
In Memory of Amzia & Iva VanLaningham  
McClure Engineering
Lester A. Juon
New Horizons United Church of Christ 
Craft Auto Body 
Quality Backhoe Service 
CD Norvell PC, Tax & Accounting Services 
Cardinal Public Relations

Northwestern Mutual 
LaunchPAD Children’s Musuem
Dental 4 Kids
Papa Murphy’s (Le Mars & SSC) 
Bob Roe’s North End Zone

Partners In Education
AFSCME Local 212
Charlies 
Irwin Painting
Lilly Family Dentistry

THANKS

You!
Thank

from

Your  
Company Here

Chesterman’s
Larry & Jeanene Book
First Premier Bank 
Missouri Valley PTO
Prince Manufacturing
Dreamworks Collison Center 
Houlihan and Associates, P.C.

Dental DepotThe

Dr. Richard Hettinger


