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February is Dental Health Month AND Heart     
       Month. Find out how to exercise your heart  
         and be sweet to your teeth inside this issue!

Monday, February 15, is the day to celebrate 
the lives of two important presidents: Abraham 
Lincoln and George Washington. Read about 
these amazing leaders inside this issue.

Every four years our calendar is 
about one day behind the Earth's 
actual orbit and so we make up 
the time by adding a day.

LEAP YEAR!

PRESIDENTS DAY

Find out how setting small, reachable 
goals is the best way to save up for 

a really big purchase.

Money Matters
Find out why scientists 

want to send astronauts 
to the red planet.

Mars
Strengthen your mapping skills 
by navigating your way through

our Canadian map page.

Canada

How many hearts 
can you count on 

this cover?
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WELCOME TO THE ELEVENTH ISSUE OF KID SCOOP NEWS!

February…the shortest month of the year and the harbinger of 
spring.  (At least we like to think so..probably March comes a bit 
closer to being that time of the year!)  February brings our thoughts 
to hearts, flowers, boxes of chocolate cream -filled delights.  
February is a month of kindness, a month of people responding to 
words, actions, and notes filled with thoughts of encouragement.  
It is a shame that every month isn’t quite like February, and at Kid 
Scoop News Siouxland we would like everyone to take a minute 
and simply make someone else’s day just a little bit better.

Our Kinder Kids always send notes of encouragement to each other.  
They “wonder” about things and ask each other questions about 
the world around them.  They intuitively know that when you feel 
better about yourself, you can make others feel better.  Simply being 
a kindergartener implies an attitude of “giving back.”  It’s easier 
when you embrace the unknown and accept each other as equals, 
although with differences.  While a kindergarten child will speak 
his or her mind, he or she generally considers how it might affect 
another….sometimes after it has been said.

In this issue, we again celebrate and honor individuals and 
organizations that honor their community and give back in very 
special ways. These people see a need and act to accommodate 
that need.  Whether it is the simple act of helping a friend on the 
playground or a more complex act of organizing community centers 
and community programs to benefit special groups, the intent is the 
same.  There are so many ordinary children and adults who give 
back with purpose and humble minds.  

At Kids Scoop News Siouxland we believe the place to start 
embracing the idea of giving back is at home and with children.  
Children are curious, motivated, imaginative and above all else, 
“ready to take on the world.”  With the guidance and direction 
shown by others, they learn to be part of the broader community in 
a very positive way.  KUDOS to our parents, guardians, teachers, 
youth leaders, and youth organizations for leading the way to 
creating young people who are altruistic and understanding of 
others.
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          hey say no two snow�akes look   
           alike. But how can you know that   
           for sure?

More than 100 years ago, a man named 
Wilson A. Bentley took the �rst picture 
of a single snow�ake. He went on 
to photograph more than 5,000 
snow�akes during his lifetime, never 
�nding two alike.

Since then more photographers 
have been taking pictures of single 
snow�akes.

The pictures on this page were made by 
Alexey Kljatov, a photographer in 
Moscow. He takes incredible close-up 
photos of snow�akes in his backyard in 
Moscow. 

"I capture snow�akes on the open 
balcony of my house, mostly on a glass 
surface, lighted by an LED �ashlight 
from the opposite side of the glass.”

Science and technology help us to 
discover more about the world. What 
would you like to know about the 
world around you?

Select a picture in this issue of Kid Scoop 
News. Have a friend try and guess what 
it is by asking you questions that can be 

answered “yes” or “no.” If their guess is 
close, tell them they’re “hot” or if it’s not, 

say “cold.”

COOL FUN: Try this with a 
friend or family member:
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When I was little my dad, sister, and I would play in the 
snow and make snowmen. We lived on a farm so there 
was plenty of space. My dad would make snow piles with 
our tractor so Grace and I could sled down them. My 
sister and I had the best times playing in the snow. We 
were bundled up. My mother was always so paranoid 
that we would get frost bite so she put in a bunch of layers 
of clothing. We looked like marshmallows and it was 
hard to move but it was worth it because we have a lot of 
memories now.
Rachelle Klein  Mater Dei Grade

A white coat, splotched with varying shades of gray and 
black, and beautiful blue eyes, this is how I describe a 
husky. The husky was originally bred as a sled dog in 
Northwest Asia by the Chukchi people. They have a thick, 
coarse coat and their colors range from pure black to pure 
white. They are friendly, outdoors going dogs, but summer 
is not fun when they shed. Since they are pack dogs, they 
love being part of a family and don’t enjoy spending time 
alone. They’re energetic, smart, and very family friendly. 
We had a husky until he died two or three years ago at 
the age of fifteen and he never did us any kind of harm. 
His name was Harley; he had the most gorgeous eyes. He 
loved spending time with us and he was very patient when 
little kids were a bit rough, I suggest beginning training 
your husky from puppyhood. These dogs are lovable and 
smart; their only downfall is their awful shedding.
Erin Cleary  Mater Dei Grade 8

Winter
Winter is upon us,
Everyone makes a big fuss.
The snow is falling,
Temperatures outside are appalling.
The days are cold,
Snow falls uncontrolled.
Some animals migrate,
While others hibernate.
Spring is near,
I hope it’ll quickly appear.
David Pithan  Mater Dei Grade 8

Have you ever built a snowman? If you haven’t,  here’s 
how. First, start with a small, ordinary snow ball. Then put 
it in the snow and roll it around for a few minutes, don’t 
stop until you have a pretty big snow ball. Repeat this step 
until you have three different size snow balls, one big one 
for the base, one medium one for the body, and one small 
one for the head. Now put the middle size snow ball on 
the base, and attach the head on top of the body. Now 
comes the fun part of decorating it. You can decorate it 
anyway you want but the most traditional way is to use 
two sticks, one for either arm, nine pebbles for the eyes 
and mouth (two for the eyes and seven for the mouth) and 
of course a carrot for the nose.
Dylan Harrington Mater Dei Grade 8

You feel the wind in your face as you glide down the hill. 
Some snow kicks up and you go flying. Can you guess 
what you’re doing? Sledding! You pick up your sled and 
run back up the hill. As soon as you’re at the top, you 
challenge your younger sister to a race. On your mark… 
get set… and you’re off! You go faster and faster, then 
you hit a bump and fly off. You look behind you and see 
that your sister wiped out before you did. You won! You 
continue to do this for about an hour before you go inside 
for some hot chocolate.
Rachel Bertrand   Mater Dei  Grade 7

Snowboarding
As I slide down the slippery snow,
Faster and faster I will go.
I always go to the golf course,
Especially  when I want to go at the speed of a horse.
When I plummet down the hill,
I’m at a speed that can probably kill. 
Ben Raymond  Mater Dei

What We Do After New Year’s
Now that ‘Walkin’ Around the Christmas Tree’ is gone,
We have new sweaters to put on.
Now that ‘Frosty the Snowman’ has melt,

New feelings are felt.

Now ‘New Year’s’ has come,
I get kisses, well, some.
I have more New Year’s resolutions to break,
Just kidding… I’ll try to keep them for my mother’s sake.
Sarah-Marie Jabre Mater Dei Grade 7 

Imagine waking up in the morning and it is snowing 
heavily . You go upstairs to make breakfast and you 
realize it is much later than 6:30am. Your mom than says, 
“You have a snow day!” That is what happened to me a 
couple of years ago. After my mom told me, I immediately 
went outside with my brother, sister and my mom. We 
went sledding for hours! The snow was perfect to build a 
snowman, so my mom and I built one; it was about five 
feet tall! We also have a snowman kit that came with a 
fake pipe, scarf, hat, buttons for the body, and buttons for 
the eyes and mouth! So… that’s what I love to do on snow 
days! 
Makenzie Solma  Mater Dei Grade 7
   
Husky dogs can be fierce but they can also be gentle and 
caring. If you want to learn some things about huskies you 
came to the right place. The most common type of husky is 
the Siberian husky. They originated in Siberia if you didn’t 
know. They come in all different shapes and sizes and 
can live up to 14 dog years. That’s 78 human years if they 
were 14 in dog years!                 
When people think of huskies they mostly think of them 
pulling a sled in the cold, snowy arctic. If you thought that, 
you thought right! Husky dogs are said to be the world’s 
most powerful sled dog and I believe it. Huskie dogs also 
make great pets. Huskies are beautiful and I hope you 
learned a little something about them.   
Isabelle Bertram  Mater Dei  

When you are outside,
It will snow.
No more summer fun,
Time for someone to come.
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace is coming,

Ms. Mitchell’s third grade classroom at Lawton-Bronson spent an afternoon this past “frigid” January to brainstorm words that remind them 
of…yes…well, winter!  From the class list of words, each student chose ten and created a word cloud representing an idea of winter.  Included in 
the activity was the opportunity to create with their laptop computers utilizing website, layout options, fonts and color schemes that represented 
a literary and creative idea of winter.  Not only will an activity like these engage students, but the sensory connections are an excellent 
representation of the idea and eventually the writing!  KUDOS to Ms. Mitchell and her third grade students.   
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FAREWAY IS A PROUD SUPPORTER  
OF LITERACY FOR OUR SIOUXLAND YOUTH!

4267 SERGEANT RD..
GROCERY 276-1873 • MEAT DEPT. 276-8956

SGT. BLUFF • 700 1ST ST.
GROCERY 943-9325 • MEAT DEPT. 943-9326

4016 INDIAN HILLS DR.
GROCERY 239-0528 • MEAT DEPT. 239-0529

4040 WAR EAGLE DR.
GROCERY 252-0388 • MEAT DEPT. 252-0389

Right about now..
Ireland Uhl  Mater Dei Grade 6

      
What animal lives in the Arctic Circle and hunts in a 
pack? The Arctic Wolf, also known as the White Wolf, 
or the Polar Wolf. The Arctic Wolf is relatively unafraid 
of humans, but they’re not afraid to attack humans. Their 
habitat is all along Alaska’s Northern areas of Greenland 
and the Canadian Arctic. The Arctic Wolf displays large 
canines along with their white fur to help them blend in 
with the snow. Most packs of wolves travel in groups of 
two to twenty wolves. The wolf packs are found in groups 
of one alpha wolf and one dominant female wolf. They 
are the only ones in the whole pack that are supposed to 
mate. That’s why after three or four months the pups [also 
known as baby dogs] are big and they set out to make 
their own pack.
Did you know the legs to the arctic wolf are shorter? So 
that they are closer to the ground so they can manage 
their body temperature. Did you know the average Arctic 
Wolf can weigh from 45 to 70 pounds and about three 
feet long at full grown? They have adapted to withstand 
sub-zero temperatures because it is complete and total 
darkness for four to five months.
Bryce Harpenau  Mater Dei Grade 7

Winter is so much fun.
I love to have snowball fights.
Never aim for 
The person’s head or
Ear because that hurts and their ear will be
Red like Rudolph’s nose!
Jade Williams  Mater Dei Grade 6
 
Playing Outside in the Snow
I can’t wait until late December and January when the 
snow doesn’t melt and we get several inches of snow. Just 
because I really want to have a snowball fight with all my 
friends as it would be really fun. Especially if it was an 
hour long firefight and my friends and I made giant forts. 
But, I am also looking forward to sledding because behind 
my house is a large hill. Although on the side of the hill 
farther down is a very steep spot, where there are drop- 

offs, trees, 
and it hurts 

really badly when you hit your tail bone. Bu,t I still find it 
scary and fun. After playing outside you can go inside and 
enjoy a good cup of hot cocoa.
Jacob Salmen  Mater Dei Grade 7
   
The taste of Gatorade is so sweet, isn’t it? Do you want to 
know my winter sport? Mine is basketball; it is so much 
fun! You get to play inside, have awesome shoes, make 
new friends, get to see old friends, and have a lot of fun! 
Basketball is my favorite winter sport because everyone 
plays every day. Practice is really hard, but it is worth it. In 
basketball practice you have to run, shoot around, which 
is practicing shooting, dribble, and doing a lot of drills. 
In this one practice if you foul, you had a killer. Now you 
may be asking yourself, what’s a killer? A killer is where 
you touch the free throw line, then back, then half court, 
then back, then the other free throw line, then back, then 
the other baseline, then back. It is awful! Anyway, in the 
practice you have to wall squat which is sit on the wall! It 
hurts! That is my favorite winter sport, basketball, and you 
just got some knowledge. Thank you for reading; hope you 
enjoyed it!
Keegan Flanigan  Mater Dei  Grade 6

I’m writing about the Siberian husky. It’s a medium 
size, dense-coat working dog breed that is originally 
from northeastern Siberia. Its life span is 12-14 years. 
Its personality is outgoing, alert, gentle, friendly, and 
intelligent. There are many colors the Siberian husky can 
be; some colors are black, red, gray, black & tan, copper, 
brown, black & white, silver, and white. The biggest they 
can get for a female is 20-22inches… in height… and 35-
51 in weight. The males can weigh up to 44-60 pounds 
and get to 21-24 inches in heighth.
I would like a baby Siberian husky when I’m older or have 
enough money to buy one.
Katie Navrude  Mater Dei Grade 6  

With fluffy fur and amazingly large feet, the snow hare, 
also known as the snowshoe rabbit is a rare species. They 
have the widest range of all New World hare species. The 
snowshoe hare rabbit is the smallest within its species. It 
adapts to seasonal changes. In summer its fur is brown, 
and in winter its fur turns white. The only reason their fur 
changes color is to be camouflaged.  They live for about 
three years in the wild. In the summer they eat greens, 

and in the winter they eat bark and twigs. Their predators 
include owls, lynx, hawks, coyotes, wolves, and fox. They 
can live in fields, swamps, woodlands, and other areas 
with lots of undercover. They are found in the northern 
U.S. and Canada. They have good hearing but aren’t 
very vocal. Most communication between hares is by 
thumping of the foot. The males are slightly smaller than 
the female hares. They are mammals, and can run up to 
speeds of 27 miles per hour. They can leap up to 10 feet 
in one jump, and change direction in that jump to escape 
predators. They are larger than typical rabbits, and live 
above ground unlike typical rabbits. They are also great 
swimmers!  
Hannah Fitzpatrick Mater Dei Grade 6

Winter is coming
Here comes winter on that Monday.
I wonder if it will ever be on a Sunday.
A little wind that will blow,
Coming from the sky which is snow!
Going to a hill…that’s where I’m heading,
Throwing snowballs at my friends and going sledding!
I wish I had a funny named brother like Glinter,
So I can hang with him, too,in the winter! 
Vinney Pomerson Mater Dei Grade 6 
The wind blows as the snowflakes fall,
We build a man made from three big snowballs.
And we know the holidays are here,  
For all the homes are filled with cheer.

We stay inside to stay warm at night,
Until we see the morning light.
We see the ground is covered in snow,
This will be a great winter and this I know.
Lily Graham  Mater Dei

Winter has some of the most beautiful weather. The ground 
is covered in sparkly, white snow. One of the best things 
to do in the winter is go outside, play in the snow, build a 
snowman, or even have a snowball fight. Then, you can 
go inside to warm up with a blanket and a cup of hot 
chocolate. Another thing that is really fun in the wintertime 
is to go sledding. One of the most thrilling things in the 
world is to find the biggest hill you can and sled down it 
super fast. 
Drew Topf                      Mater Dei Grade 8
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Wow! I would 
really like to be able 
to buy that talking 

pet robot fish!

Pssssst! 
Hey, Jason. I know how 

you could get that!

Wendy gave me a 
great idea! It really 

worked!

I got the pet robot fish by 
first setting a goal to 

save the money to buy it. 
The fish costs $59!

So I made a goal to 
save $10. After I did 
that, I made the goal 
to save $10 again.

That seemed like an 
enormous amount of 
money, but Wendy 

suggested I think of the $59 
as a series of smaller goals.

I worked hard for my money. Put a check in the box next to each job that I did. If you checked the right boxes, they add up to exactly $10.
Mowed the lawn ......................................Made my bed (mom expects me to do that every morning!) .................Walked the dog ........................................Took out the trash one night ....................Did the dinner dishes five nights .............

$3

$0
$2
$1
$5

April wanted to be able to sink 25 baskets in a row. At first 
she could only sink about three in a row. Twenty-five was a 
big goal, but breaking it into smaller goals saved the day.

First, April set the goal of sinking five baskets in a row. Then 10, 
then 15, then 20 and finally – she did it! April sank 25 baskets in 
a row!

SETTING
GOALS
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Setting Goals:  Financial and Life-long…
When setting a life-long goal, it’s always important 
to determine how you can accomplish your goal.  
Dreams can happen.  It takes hard work, planning, and 
determination.  Some goals will take money, as it does cost 
to go to school, travel, and live.  Other goals will have a 
great deal of sweat equity.  In the long run, though, it will 
be worth it!  Students in the Norm Waitt Sr. YMCA Day 
Program visited with Kid Scoop News Siouxland staff and 
found that goal setting could be fun and a little easier than 
they thought!

If I could choose a job for the future it would be an 
archaeologist because I could look at things up close 
and I would learn so very much!  We can learn when 
we observe and observation takes patience and 
determination.
Campbell EC. Norm Waitt Sr. YMCA Youth Program

If I could be anything I wanted to be I would be a history 
discoverer…adventurer for the world, you know like 
in National Geographic.  I would look for things that 
happened a long time ago.
Ayden Gilmore  Grade 3
Norm Waitt Sr. YMCA Youth Program 

I love science, expecially paleontology.  I’d like to study 
bones…old bones!
Hayden Koson  Grade 1 
Norm Waitt Sr. YMCA Youth Program 

I love science especially any science.  I’d want to be a 
policeman because I want to catch people and keep my 
family safe.  I really want to ride a motorcycle.  I will have 
to drink a lot of milk to stay strong!
Reed Koson  Kindergarten
Norm Waitt Sr. YMCA Youth Program 

In the future, I would be a vet technologist for cats because 
humans don’t understand cats.  Maybe, I could create a 
cat translator, a very small computer for cats!

Tristan Howard   Grade 5
Norm Waitt Sr. YMCA Youth Program 

I want to be a pediatrician.  I would love to help babies 
live their lives and moms and dads be good parents.
Addie Nordgren  Grade 4
Norm Waitt Sr. YMCA Youth Program 
Words and pictures and books, OH, MY!  I want to be an 
author!  I’d write books about girl basketball players, girls 
playing soccer…anything with girls in sports!
Addison Gilmor  Kindergarten
Norm Waitt Sr. YMCA Youth Program 

If I could be anything I wanted to be….I would be a 
mini-veterinarian.  I love dogs, cats, hamsters, gerbils, and 
bunnies.  My mom fosters pets, so I want to help pets, too.
Grace Ogle  Grade 3
Norm Waitt Sr. YMCA Youth Program 

If I could…I would be a mini-veterinarian.  I like working 
with kittens, puppies, bunnies…any small animal.
Malaya M.  Kindergarten
Norm Waitt Sr. YMCA Youth Program 

If it were ever possible, I would love to be the first 
American Pope because I think it is important to pray.  I 
would first have to go to the Priesthood and become 
a priest.  Hopefully, if I do that well, I might become a 
Bishop.  After being a Bishop, one must be a Cardinal and 
then through a special election, the Pope.  I know it is hard 
work, and you must be very kind and caring.  But imagine, 
an American Pope!
Camdyn Meier  Grade 4
Norm Waitt Sr. YMCA Youth Program 

If it were possible, I would be a guitarist.  I would also like 
to be a computer technologist.  I would create scary and 
fun games on the computer.  I would be in a band and be 
the lead guitarist.  We would create many songs…and I’d 
create animations of the band for the computer!
Matthew Howard    Grade 3
Norm Waitt Sr. YMCA Youth Program 

What is the difference between wants and needs? I am 
going to tell you! A want is something that you don’t need, 
but would be happy to have. An example of a want is a 
new bike. Even though you already have a bike, you want 
a new one. 
A need is something that you have to have to prevent 
yourself from getting seriously sick or dying. An example of 
a need is clean water. You need water to prevent yourself 
from getting dehydrated, which could even cause death. 
You need things like water, shelter, food, family and other 
things.So….think to yourself is a new bike a want or need 
and should a money goal be for a “want or a need?” 
Ryelle Stanek    Mater Dei Grade 6

Do you know the differences between wants and needs? 
Someone’s wants are what someone likes and wants as 
an extra thing. Someone’s needs are something that you 
absolutely can’t live without. Some examples are… a 
house, clothes, maybe a car, and a family. Some examples 
of wants are… toys, jewelry, and any other extra things 
that you don’t need. I hope that you learned some things 
about wants and needs.  Goals may center on both….but 
a “need” is more important.
Anna Fenton  Mater Dei Grade 6

Saving Money
Saving money is hard because I don’t have a job. The only 
way I can save is when I get money from my birthday. I 
would save for a toy like Legos.
Brandon Smith  Nodland  Grade 1 
Setting Goals…
This year my goal at home is to feed the dog each time. 
My goal at school is to be a good leader. My goal for 
myself is to read more because I don’t read that much.
Gunnar Smith  Nodland  Grade 1

NORM WAITT SR 
YMCA PHOTOS
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George is knitting a scarf. He needs four more yards of yarn. Help 
him find three skeins of yarn that equal exactly four yards of yarn.

93 inches

80 inches

25 inches

52 inches

41 inches

10 inches

Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.

ALISHA RINKER  
PERSONAL BANKER ~ WESTSIDE BRANCH
WELLS FARGO MONEY MATTERS TIPS FOR KIDS!

2220 HAMILTON BOULEVARD

GOAL: SAVING
TIP OF THE MONTH

Saving up towards something special can always be a 
challenge. Especially if the item you are saving for costs a lot of money. It takes time, 
determination, and patience to achieve this goal. Sometimes the goal is small like 
a video game. Other times the goal is very lofty like a new gaming console or a 
new puppy! Whether the goal is big or small, it is still a task that requires planning, 
organization, and a strong desire to achieve. Having a savings account or a special 
(safe) place to set your extra money aside is the first step in succeeding with this 
goal. There are many ways to save towards your goal, but to earn money it takes 
a lot of hard work and determination. There are many ways to earn money. A part 
time job is a great way to earn extra cash, but for some of you this may not be an 
option because of school obligations or age restrictions. If this is not an option then 
talk to your parents about doing extra chores around the house! Each time you get 
paid from your job or from your parents take a portion of that money and set it aside. 
Every little bit helps get you closer to you goal! Keep track of your progress too! 
Seeing the amount grow over time is a great motivator to keep on going. 
With that in mind I want to give you a challenge! Think about something that you 
have always wanted for yourself. Once you have decided what this item is determine 
the cost involved in obtaining this item. How much do you need to save up to 
purchase this item? After you have determined the item and the cost involved, the 
next step is to think of how long you want to take to save up for this item. Based on 
how long you are willing to work towards achieving this goal you will be able to 
figure out just how much you need to save each week to get there. I’ll give you an 
example.
Goal: Xbox One. 
Cost: $350 Timeframe: 3 months (12 weeks)
Amount to save each week: $30
Based on my goal setting, if I set aside $30 every week for 12 weeks I will achieve 
my goal and reward myself by purchasing a new Xbox One. Now it’s your turn!  
What is your goal?

If I found $10 I would not spend it yet, because 
I’m saving it to buy a special toy. If someone 
found $10 what would they do with it? I do not 
know but I hope that Claire would give me 5 
dollars.  
Hayden  Clark  Grade 1

If I found $10, I would buy a ticket to go to 
the “Fiddler on the Roof” play. I wonder what 
happens to the milk man. I want to know who 
is the fiddler on the roof? I know the milk man 
comes to America. The milk man is very poor. If I 
lost $10, I would feel sad, but I would hope some 
homeless person would find it.
Claire  Clark  Grade 1

If I found $10, I would buy lemonade and sell the 
lemonade for free. But I still have money left, so I 
would save it.  If I lost $10 and someone found it, 
I would figure out who found it.
Makenna  Clark  Grade 1

If I found $10 I would save it for my trip to Disney 
World on the 4 of July. I will go with my friend.  
We will have fun. If I lost $10 dollars I would be 
sad and if another person found it I would feel 

happy because they might be poor.
Bella  Clark   Grade 1 
 If I found $10, I would go grocery shopping.  I like to shop. Shopping is fun.  Groceries are good 
for you.  If I lost $10 I would feel sad but he would feel good.  I would feel poor.  He would be 
lucky.
Andrew  Clark   Grade 1

If I found $10 I would save it so I can buy some mine craft toys. I Love money.  The end.  If I lost my 
$10 I would to try to find it. If I can’t find it, I would try to save up money to buy $10.   
AJ  Clark   Grade 1

If I found $10, I would buy some books, because I like reading. If someone found $10 on the ground 
that I dropped I want them to buy stuff.
Andrew  Clark   Grade 1

If I found $10, I would help my Mom buy things.  If there was $2 left, I would buy myself something 
and share it, because it is helpful and nice.  If I lost $10 I would try to find it.  If I don’t, I would be so 
happy.
  Clark   Grade 1

If I found $10, what should I do with it?  First, if I found $10, I will find the person who dropped it. I 
would give it back.  If I lost $10, I would look for who has it and ask, “May I please have my money 
back?”
Zachary  Clark   Grade 1

Hmmm, What should I do with this? Should I spend it? Should I spend it on a Barbie Doll?  Should 
I spend it on a game?  Should I spend it on a movie?  Maybe I should spend it to help my family.  I 
will buy them food!
Chloe  Clark   Grade 1

Look, I found $10!!  I think I know what to do!  I will go to Target!  What if I lost $10?  I hope 
someone gets me a Kitten calendar! It was at Target! Yes, a Kitten calendar!
Rowen  Clark   Grade 1

Look I found $10!  First I ask my friend, is this your $10?  She says “NO, this is not my $10!”  I 
wonder if Chloe lost it. I will go ask her.  If someone found my $10, I would ask everyone in my 
class! Thank you so much for finding my $10!!
Maddyx  Clark   Grade 1

Wow! I found $10!  I wonder what I should do with it???  I would find the owner!! If I lost $10, I 
would hope that whoever found the money would return the $10 to me!!
Giovanni Clark   Grade 1
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Tick the box on each 
day when you have 

completed 15 minutes 
of reading. Children 

who develop a love of 
reading will become 
better students and 
build a better future.

2016

Tick the box on each 
day when you have 

completed 15 minutes 
of reading. Children 

who develop a love of 
reading will become 
better students and 
build a better future.

If the groundhog 
sees his shadow, 

winter will last for 
another six weeks!

Groundhog DayGroundhog Day

Share a book 
with friends and 

take turns 
reading aloud.
World Read
Aloud Day

Gather with some 
friends, grab some 

food and be a 
football fan. 

Put on some music 
and dance for at 
least 10 minutes.

Superbowl 50

Facebook was 
launched on this 

day in 2004. Have 
you checked the 
Kid Scoop News 
Facebook page?

Celebrate the 
achievements of 

African Americans 
by naming three 
of your African 

American heroes.

When’s the
last time you got a 
new toothbrush? 
Dentists say we 

should use a new 
toothbrush every 

month.

Go outside and 
check on the 

weather. Then 
come back in and 
give your family 
a weather report.

National Weather 
Service estab-
lished in 1870

Imagine you are 
alone on an 
uninhabited 

island. Write a 
story describing a 
day in your life.

Think up an 
invention that 
would help a 

disabled person 
in honor of 

Thomas Edison’s 
birthday today.

National
Inventors’ DayUmbrella Day

Do you know the 
Judy Blume 

books? Do you 
know what the 

I.S.A.F. Club is in 
Fudge-a-Mania?

Judy Blume’s
Birthday

If you could 
change your 
name, which 
name would 

you choose for 
yourself?

Get a Different
Name Day

Why not show 
some love for your 

backyard birds today? 
Go to nwf.org/kids 
and look up Nature 
Crafts for Valentines 

to make some 
heart-shaped treats.
Valentine’s DayValentine’s Day

Give a friend a 
compliment today.

Get an aerobic 
workout today. Go 
out for a jog or if 

the weather is bad, 
jog on the spot or 
do jumping jacks 

for at least 10 
minutes.

Presidents DayPresidents Day

Who is your 
favorite president? 
Find out about past 

presidents at 
whitehouse.gov/kids

The February 
flower of the 

month is a violet. 
Draw a bouquet of 
violets and give it 
to your mother or 

grandmother.

Do something 
special for your 
pet today. Clean 
out their bowls, 

brush them, wash 
their bedding or 

take your dog for 
a long walk.

Love Your Pet Day

Write a letter 
to a friend or 
relative who 

lives far away.
International
Friendship

Month

Today is the birthday 
of Levi Strauss. He 
invented blue jeans. 
Survey the class to 

see how many people 
wear blue jeans. How 

many people own 
more than one pair? 
Graph your results.

Make up a
story today with 
a friend about a 

lonely polar bear.
Polar Bear Day

Invent some 
snack food today. 
Combine some of 
your favorite nuts, 
seeds and fruits to 

make it as nutritious 
as possible.

Once every four 
years we have an 

extra day in the year. 
What will you do to 
celebrate Leap Day?

Snack Food
Month

George 
Washington was 
born on this day 
in 1732. Collect 
all your quarters, 

sort them and 
count them up.

Volunteer 
to read to 
younger 

students at 
your local 

library.

Library Lovers’
Month

Black History
Month

Children’s Dental
Health MonthRobinson Crusoe

Day

(Answer: I Swallowed A Fly)

Today is Quiet 
Day. Speak in a 
low voice, no 

shouting and make 
your classroom a 
quiet place today.

Being a member 
of Scouting 

builds character, 
citizenship and 
fitness.Learn 
more about 

Scouting today.

This day honors 
the invention that 
protects us from 
rain and sunlight.

The first 
Monopoly game 
was sold on this 

day in 1935. 
Gather some 

friends and play 
a game today.

Boy Scouts 
Day

Random 
Acts of

Kindness 
Day
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While CF Industries is headquartered in Deerfield, Illinois, one major manufacturing site 
can be found right here in Siouxland, the Port Neal Nitrogen Complex. It is located on 
1,700 acres in the Port Neal Industrial Complex along the Missouri River, about 15 miles 
south of Sioux City.  Currently, it is the site of a major capacity expansion project set to 
be completed in 2016.  According to the CF Industries website, up to 850,000 tons of 
nitrogen products for agricultural and industrial use are produced each there each year.
CF Industries expects to be soon the number one nitrogen fertilizer manufacturing and 
distribution company in the world…and their mission of “helping to feed to world” is one 
that they take very seriously.  Nitrogen fertilizer is essential to healthy plant growth and 
high crop yields especially for corn, cotton, and wheat.  Iowa leads the nation in corn 
production and, along with Illinois and Nebraska produce close to half of the nation’s 
corn.  This makes the Port Neal location perfect for this regional need.
The  nitrogen fertilizers manufactured at the Port Neal plant are used to add nitrogen to 
the farm soil.  Corn, particularly, benefits from the addition of nitrogen.  
Recently, three Kid Scoop News Siouxland feature reporters were given the opportunity 
to meet with four members of the Port Neal team.  During their time with the CF team 
members they learned a great deal about the production of anhydrous ammonia and 
other nitrogen fertilizers, and more specifically, a little about the types of careers one can 
find in this industry.
Kid Scoop News Siouxland sends a big “thank you” to the teams at CF Industries at Port 
Neal and appreciates the time and consideration given to the student reporters. 

Teacher Note:  This article would connect with a science unit on soil and/or food 
production.
The following are sites we found that contain lessons for all grade levels.
www.soils4teachers.org/lessons-and-activities
www.thescienceofsoil.com/teacher-resources
www.agclassroom.org/teacher/matrix/lessonplan
We also want to mention that the Iowa State University Extension Service is an excellent 
source for agriculture and science education.  Located at 4728 Southern Hills Dr. in 
Sioux City, the staff is available to share resources and provide assistance for classroom 
learning.

The reporters found some common traits among the employees who were interviewed.  
All four enjoyed the team atmosphere found at the company, and were impressed with 
their safety record.  All four employees were raised with a very strong work ethic.  CF 
Industries values this quality and there is very little “turnover” (people stay at this company 
for years).  Each of the employees agreed that education is extremely important and that 
being a life- long learner is needed for any position. 

Jason Sweitzer: CF Industries Millwright and 
Maintenance Technician
Brianna Martinez      
Kid Scoop News Siouxland Feature       
Blessed Sacrament

Feature reporters from Kid Scoop News Siouxland were 
recently given the opportunity to visit with four special employees from the Port Neal CF 
Industries site.  CF Industries will employ approximately 250 full time employees once the 
expansion is completed.   Brianna Martinez, 8th grade student at Blessed Sacrament in 
Sioux City, interviewed Jason Sweitzer, a millwright/ maintenance technician at the plant.  
Millwrights are highly skilled craftsmen who install and repair industrial machinery and 

maintain the equipment as well.
Reporters love a good story, and the best ones tend to 
come from childhood experiences.  When Jason was 
growing up, the neighbor kids, his brother, and he 
would spend hours building forts, go carts, and other 
structures along with the daily repair of bikes.  It’s no 
wonder that Jason enjoys his job.  In the processing 
area of the plant, if anything fails or breaks, Jason and 

his coworkers are called.  They tend to prefer preventive maintenance as it is a lot easier 
to take care of the equipment ahead of time, so there is little opportunity for it to break 
down.
Before working at CF Industries, Jason was a car mechanic.  He had additional training in 
mechanics and CF Industries offers on the job training for every position at the company. 
Jason stated that students interested in repairing machines and equipment take the 
industrial arts classes in high school as well as the general math and science classes.  
“Our plant is like a giant chemistry lab,” Jason stated.  He mentioned that it is so 
important to see the “big picture” and know how each part of the machine works with the 
other parts and as a whole in the plant.
Communication is very important in this position.  If there is a problem, operators and 
engineers work together to develop a solution to that problem. Every day offers new 
insights to the possibilities of a problem.  Our job is one of a preventive nature “While this 
could be a very dangerous place to work, our company has an excellent safety record 
and it is because we work hard to prevent accidents and safety problems.”  
Jason said that education is important and on the job training is required.  Challenges 
come in every field and it is important to be able to understand and find solutions.  He 
looks forward to going to work every day and plans on staying at CF Industries for quite 
a while.

Jim Modrell:  Production Technician
Isabel Martinez    Kid Scoop News Siouxland 
Feature Blessed Sacrament

A production technician is really a “jack of all trades.”  
It is important to know how to set up, test, and adjust 
manufacturing machinery and you use a combination 

of electrical, electronic, mechanical, hydraulic, and computer knowledge to keep the 
systems running.  This position also requires the ability to see “the big picture” and to use 
preventive measures in all aspects of the job.  Reporter Isabel Martinez was impressed 
with the technological and engineering background that a production technician needs to 
have to be able to work with the complicated equipment and hardware in the company.
Problem-solving involves avoiding any extreme situations or difficulties in the control 
system part of the job.  Very seldom do they see leaks in the system, extreme pressure 
changes, abnormalities in the wear and tear of equipment, but when they do, the workers 
act.  Natural gas, air, and water are the raw resources used to produce ammonia.  CF 
Industries’ plants process these ingredients at high temperatures and pressures in the 
presence of catalysts.  This is how ammonia is manufactured and most of the ammonia 
is upgraded into other fertilizers. The production technicians monitor the activity of all 
of the plants from the control board. It takes a strong background in math, physics, and 
chemistry to fully understand each aspect of the job.  Jim believes that a good production 
technician has a desire to learn as they are constantly upgrading equipment.
CF Industries is proud of its low accident and incident rates.  In fact, safety is always first 
and is listed as one of the first corporate values on their profile page.  Jim shared that oil 
pressure, the temperature and the flow levels are monitored on a regular basis to make 
sure that there won’t be any problems.  “Things do wear out…but it is our job to make 
sure that it is taken care of right away.” As they work with chemicals, high pressures and 
high temperatures, it takes someone who has attention to detail with strong observation 
and analysis skills to do the job.
The feature reporters from Kid Scoop News Siouxland noticed that members of the 

Putting Food on the Table: CF Industries is a Business Leader with a Powerful Mission
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interview team wore hard hats, goggles, gloves and long sleeved shirts.  They learned 
that the goggles needed to be chemical proof, the gloves were heavy industrial rubber 
gloves and the shirts were also of a heavier than usual fabric.  
As an individual who actually loves math and science…some of these occupations sound 
very interesting to this reporter!

Luke DeJong:   
I & E Technician (Instrumental and Electrical)
Erin Cleary   
Kid Scoop News Feature   
Mater Dei/Nativity

Luke DeJong grew up on a farm and this taught him the 
value of hard work and determination.  While still in school, he worked with his hands 
and often worked the mechanical aspect of the farm.  He knew he wanted to continue 
doing something that was connected to the farm, and found that opportunity as an I & E 
Technician at CF Industries.  He said that, “I work on the automation of this place; it’s like 
a big industrial computer.  We look daily at the temperature, the flow, and the pressure 
of our products.”  By taking these measurements, the employees determine whether a 
substance is hot or cold or whether it is ready to move on.
He graduated from Northwest Community College and received background on electrical 
theory, microprocessor interfacing, ladder logic, programming and technical drawing…
WOW!  While there is on-the-job training at CF Industries, you need a solid background 
on the basics of industrial equipment.
Like most of the positions at this corporation, Luke shared that a solid emphasis on 
math and science is important when applying for a position. He believes that any 
shop classes would provide a strong basis for this career.   One aspect of this position 
is communication, and you can find many opportunities at college to enhance your 
communication and people skills.
Luke mentioned that persistence is a strong asset when working at CF Industries.  In high 
school he enjoyed algebra which requires you to struggle a bit with the problems, to 
analyze them, look at the numbers and symbols, data, and problem-solve.
CF Industries helps to produce enough food to feed the world. Through the products made 
here, specifically the fertilizer, CF Industries helps to create nutrient rich soils.  
Luke feels very safe at CF Industries.  While there is the potential for safety issues, Luke 
believes that the safety measures and plans in place are of the highest quality.  He enjoys 
being in a company that is challenging and offers so many opportunities for his type of 
work and that working with the other people at CF Industries is the best part of his job.

Brian Stensgard: Process Engineer
Erin Cleary   
Kid Scoop News Feature   
Mater Dei Nativity

Growing up on a family farm in Minnesota, Brian 
Stensgard learned to be diligent when finishing a project 

and being patient while problem-solving.  At an early age, Legos fascinated him and he 
believes they were his introduction to reading and interpreting diagrams and building
projects.  He couldn’t believe when he traveled home for the holidays last year that his 
mother has kept all of his model airplanes and ships for him to share with his son, but he 
is beginning to understand from where his interest for engineering came.
He received a degree in engineering from the University of Minnesota in Duluth. While 
at the University, he was part of many internships. Internships can be an important part 
of a college experience, one where you have actual hands-on training at a company. He 
believes his job is one of troubleshooting.  He looks at quality issues with the plant and 
ways to increase production.  “It is so important to get the fundamentals while you are in 
school.  Take the difficult math and science classes as they will help you gain the initial 
understandings needed for engineering.” He also suggests taking as many AP (Advanced 
Placement) classes as possible, with the emphasis in chemistry, math, and physics.  
“I often see us as a global strategist.  We deal with many aspects of the plant, look at 
problems in many different ways, analyze data and work towards quality assurance.”  
He echoed Luke with the idea of needing perseverance and patience.  “You need 
attention to detail in this job and you have to be able to communicate when there is cause 
for concern.”  He likes that there are new things to consider every day and new solutions 
to develop.  He enjoys working outside and the plant offers this opportunity.  
He was asked what he might tell students if given the opportunity and he said, “Think 
about what you want to do…have a goal.  I have four children of my own and I 
encourage them to read, to have hobbies and to definitely be outside.  Being outside 
nurtures a different set of skills and allows for a different kind of problem solving.”
There was so much to learn while interviewing at CF Industries, and the  Kid Scoop News 
Siouxland reporters believe that they just “touched the tip of the iceberg” and would 
welcome the opportunity to find out more about the company.  Just walking through 
the offices and noticing all of the different types of equipment and the people made 
them wonder about what else could be possible. So well, one possibility of being an 
engineer at CF Industries is that of travel.  On January 21, project engineer Frank Cleary 
came home after spending two weeks in Europe working with company and business 
counterparts.  He has traveled to Canada, Lousiana, and Texas to name just a few.  Being 
a global industry, CF Industries has assisted so many other individuals and countries with 
necessary products and advice.
 Kid Scoop News would like to thank Brenda Godfredson (Human Resources) and 
Kim Mathers (Public Relations/Communication) for organizing and hosting the team of 
reporters from the magazine.  We believe that for students to know who they are, they 
need to know where they are from.  The businesses and individuals interviewed by our 
feature reporters help the students to know more about the Siouxland region and why we 
consider this place home and why it is such a good place to call home.

Food Detectives:  Ms. Siepker’s Fantastic Food to Table Insights!  
Some of the adventures the first grade detectives have taken this month have included:  
sampling mango and learning about beef cows.  The detectives have been tracking the 
adventures of Flat Aggie. She is a cousin to Flat Stanley and like Flat Stanley travels by 
envelope.  She loves learning about agriculture.
Flat Aggie flew to Florida and stayed at St. Pete’s Beach!  While in Florida, Flat Aggie 
learned the weather is warmer in Florida, so farmers can grow a lot of fresh fruit all year 
long.  Since she loves fruit, she was very excited when she saw a farmer selling fruit by 
the side of the road.  She sampled some mango, mini-bananas and clementines. The 
detectives did a sink/float experiment with different fruits.  One of the fruits included in 
the experiment was mango.  Just like Flat Aggie, they were able to sample mango.  Josie 
Z., who’d never sampled mango before, said, “I love mango!  I’m going to tell my mom 
to put it on our list when we go grocery shopping.”  Brooklyn C. said, “Mangos are 
yummy!”
 In addition to visiting Florida, Flat Aggie also visited Massachusetts, Pella, Texas, 
California and Oregon.  She enjoyed Thanksgiving lunch with an astronaut from Cape 
Canaveral!  She learned many things about agriculture in her travels.   She learned that 

fishing is big business in both Florida and Massachusetts.  
There are many restaurants that serve seafood such as 
oysters, lobster, shrimp, scallops, grouper and mussels.  
Many of the choices on the menu were freshly caught!  
While in Texas, Flat Aggie learned that turf grass is 
one of Texas’ agricultural crops.  It is grown for home 
lawns, golf courses and sports fields.  She was able to 
attend a Texas A&M volleyball game and cheer for 
her favorite team, The Aggies!
Delia P’s Grandma sent the students pictures from Pella, Iowa.  
Amelia reported that Dutch letters are delicious!  The letters are crispy, flakey, butter 
pastries filled with almond paste.  She also told us about Sinterklaas.  When children 
leave out their shoes, he fills them with goodies.  She also brought a pair of wooden 
shoes.
 The detectives learned that cranberries are grown in bogs and are grown in 
Massachusetts.  Maple syrup also comes from this state.        CONTINUED....                        
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognizing identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

SWEET
HEART
EXERCISE
VALENTINE
PLAQUE
CANDIES
PICTURES
SECRET
PAPER
DAZZLING
SNACKS
CARING
TEETH
SMILE
PALS

Jill and Phil are pals. They like many of the same things. How 
many ways can you find that Jill and Phil are the same?

Standards Link: Recognizing similarities and patterns in objects.

The trees are tapped in February and March.  The temperatures need to be above 32 
degrees during the day and the nighttime temperatures have to fall below 32 degrees for 
the trees to be tapped.
 When Flat Aggie spent time with Leo S’s great aunt, she stayed with family who are 
mostly vegetarians.  The detectives knew that this meant that the family didn’t eat meat, 

but they learned that their protein comes from beans, 
cheese, eggs and soy products
 Our Ag in the Classroom Teacher Melissa Nelson 
visited.  Here is Kate T’s report on her visit:  Melissa 
Nelson talked about what comes from beef cows.  She 
did beef bingo with us.  When we played, there were 
prizes!  I was surprised that all the prizes were made 
from a beef cow and were by-products of the cow.  Some 
of the prizes were crayons, glue and gummy bears.  
Hamburger, pet food and leather are things that come 

from a beef cow.  Ms. Siepker added, “The detectives used 
marshmallows to mark their cards.  These are also by-products of 
beef cows.”
While Melissa was in our room, the scent of hamburger was 
filling the room!  The detectives made and enjoyed walking 
tacos.  Thanks to a grant from CF Industries, the detectives are 
able to add activities like this to their learning!
The detectives voted to join the ten week Live Healthy 
challenge.  Their team is named The First Grade Beasts.  Their 
goals are to be healthy, exercise and eat good foods, be 
active, develop strong bones and muscles, work as a team 
and develop stamina.  You’ve probably figured out that the 
underlined letters spells beasts!  During this ten week challenge, they will be 
able to see how food choices and exercising can combine to develop a healthy body and 
mind.

MAGNIFICENT MEXICAN MEALS
Do you like Mexican food? Well, I do, and El Monterrey is one of the best Mexican 
restaurants in Siouxland! When I went there, I had two cheese quesadillas and a beef taco. 
I loved the cheese quesadillas because the cheese was gooey and it had great flavor! The 
taco was good as well. The meat was juicy and the combination of the meat and cheese 
was great! El Monterrey is located next to the Walmart supercenter. The address is 3138 
Singing Hills Blvd, Sioux City, IA 51106. El Monterrey is the place to eat!!       
Isaac Roerig   Mater Dei   Grade 8

It feels like you’ve crossed the border when you walk into Monterrey. The restaurant down 
by Walmart on Singing Hills Blvd. is always packed but never has a wait due to its great 
size. Its food is tremendous, from the sizzling tacos to mouth-watering quesadillas, this is 
the most underrated restaurant in Sioux City! If you’re looking for a tremendous meal, head 
over to Monterrey!
Zach Uhl   Mater Dei

With its fresh ingredients and kind service, Jose’s Mexican diner down on Pierce Street 
is the perfect location for a family night out. They serve a wide range of Mexican cuisine 
from classic burritos to delicious quesadillas. The authentic food was the best part, with 
service as a close second. My family and I were able to bond due to the open feeling of 
the restaurant. Jose’s was definitely one of my favorite experiences in awhile. It is defiantly 
a restaurant I would recommend to a friend.   
Michael Leiting   Mater Dei

La Juanita 
An amazing and authentic Mexican restaurant that may be near you is La Juanita’s. La 
Juanita is located on 1316 Pierce St., Sioux City, Iowa. La Juanita is a huge favorite among 
students who go to Bishop Heelan High School, probably because of their large quantities 
of food for such low prices. Often referred to as La Jua’s, they sell a wide variety of 
different Mexican foods. There are changing levels of spice and flavor to fit any pallet. La 
Juanita is a great restaurant to visit if you’re in the mood for something delicious. 
Collin Jackson   Mater Dei

Las Juanita
Las Juanita is located on 1316 Pierce St. Sioux City, IA 51105. Las Juanita has a variety 
of authentic Mexican food. My favorite food to eat there are carne asada tacos or asada 
burritos. If you ever get to go there, don’t forget to grab some of their carrots, they are 
delicious. 
You can also have take out and there is a rumor that if you order in Spanish you get extra 
tacos. They have another Las Juanita in Storm Lake, Iowa and Le Mars, Iowa.
Tony Guerra   Mater Dei

Tacos El Guero
Tacos El Guero on 525 Pearl Street is one authentic Mexican Restaurant.  They serve some 
of our favorite classics like tacos, burritos and enchiladas.  This restaurant is located on an 
enchanting corner spot only a few blocks from all downtown destinations.  Our personal 
favorites include
Isabel and Brianna M.  Blessed Sacrament  Grades 6 and 8
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February is Heart Month and Dental Health Month. Use the tips 
on today’s page to exercise your heart and be sweet to your teeth!

Are you making pictures of hearts and giving little heart-shaped 
candies to friends for Valentine’s Day? When you make a promise 

you really, really mean, do you “cross your heart”? Or, 
do you listen to songs about broken hearts?

We see and hear about hearts everywhere. Long ago, 
people thought our feelings came from our hearts. 
Maybe because strong feelings can make our hearts 
beat faster. Now we know feelings come from the 
brain, not the heart.

Every day a terrible troublemaker hides in your teeth, 
waiting to carve holes in them—PLAQUE! (Say it like 
plak, rhymes with tack.) You must remove it everyday, 
or else it will cause your teeth to decay.

How do you get rid of it? Use the secret code to to find 
the names of the Mighty Plaque Fighters and you will 
learn how to keep your smile dazzling!

A B C
D

E
F
G
H
I

J
KLMNOP

Q
R

S
T
U
V

W
X Y Z

26 2524
23

22
21
20
19

18
17

161514131211
10

9
8
7
6
5

4
3 2 1

Do this after every 
meal to keep germs 

off your teeth:
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Once a Hawkeye Fan… 
Always a Hawkeye Fan
Lilly Family Dentistry:  Dr. Kevin Lilly
“There wasn’t a lightning bolt that struck me...that Aha! 
moment when I knew what I wanted to be.”  Dr. Kevin 
Lilly leaned back in his chair and thought about the 
question…”I really liked my orthodontist and he was 
a Hawkeye fan.  We talked sports and eventually we 

talked about careers and I later knew what I wanted to be.”  Dr. Kevin is still an avid Hawkeye fan 
and the fact that he did his undergraduate work at the University of Iowa and then graduated from 
the University’s Dental School might suggest that he will be a life-long fan.  Though his residency 
was at the University of Texas in San Antonio, he came back to Iowa and we are glad he did!
It wasn’t planned that the reporters were patients of Dr. Kevin, but the fact is all three of us
have been in the dental chairs at the Lilly Family Dentistry 2100 Indian Hills Drive.  We’ve had 
excellent experiences and were very interested to find out how up-to-date the staff and technology 
were in the office.  When the office was first opened, the building was small and there were two 
treatment rooms.  There are now four dentists and 27 staff members who help the dentistry run 
smoothly and efficiently. Recent remodeling added rooms and technology to help the dentistry give 
us “state–of-the-art technology blended with old-fashioned customer service.”
Strongly “rooted” in preventive care, Dr. Lilly shared a few tips with us about keeping our teeth and 
roots healthy.  “Snacking is about the worst thing you can do.”  Dr. Lilly said that to decrease the 
number of cavities in your teeth, you need to cut down on sugar and carbonated drinks and eat 
plenty of fruits and vegetables.  “Teeth are so important to your overall health.  Not only do they 
allow you to chew food, they help you to speak with clarity and give you that smile needed to 
communicate.”  We knew that the teeth were important, but hadn’t really thought about how they 
were needed.  As young people, we shouldn’t take our teeth for granted.
Teeth are made up of four different tissues.  There are two major parts to a tooth:  the crown and 
the root.  You can see the crown of your tooth which is above the gum line and the root is anchored 
within the bone.  
We’ve all learned that brushing and flossing teeth are important, but one thing that we don’t 
emphasize is WHEN to brush.  We should all brush immediately after we eat if at all possible.  If 
we do that, then it is more difficult for bacteria to damage the teeth.  
Dr. Lilly and the staff at Lilly Family Dentistry are community and service minded and each summer 
they participate in a program designed to help individuals who need special dental care and are 
unable to receive it.  Dentistry From the Heart provides dental care to as many residents in need as 
possible.  Extractions, fillings, cleanings and other services are given by this very special team of 
professionals.
Another yearly program that connects well with this year’s National Children’s Dental Health 
Month’s Sugar Wars campaign is the Lilly Dentistry’s “Great Candy Buy Back”.  Halloween candy 
is brought into the office by individuals as well as school donations.  The candy is purchased by the 
office and money given to the school.  In 2014 over 200 pounds of candy were given to the 185th 
Air refueling wing in Sioux City along with a generous supply of toothbrushes and toothpaste to 
keep the troops’ teeth “sparkling clean” while they are overseas.
Dr. Lilly was easy to visit with and shared a little of his family life.  Included in the staff at Lilly Family 
Dentistry is his wife, Dr. Jane Lilly who is also a dentist in the office.  We imagined that at Dr. Lilly’s 
house, his thoughts about the good-old-fashioned brushing were a mantra said each morning and 
night…
Dr. Lilly’s favorite thing about being a dentist is getting to know his patients.  He loves the idea that 
he is now the dentist for some of the children of patients who have been coming to his office since 
they were children themselves.  He knows the value of dental care has been passed down to a new 
generation, and he believes he has been part of some valuable lessons.  
Isabel and Brianna Martinez  Middle School  Blessed Sacrament 
Chloe McClure    North Middle  Grade 6

THE AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION, ALONG WITH THE ADA FOUNDATION, DESIGNATES FEBRUARY AS THE NATIONAL CHILDREN’S 
DENTAL HEALTH MONTH.  THE MONTH-LONG OBSERVANCE REMINDS CHILDREN AND ADULTS OF THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD DENTAL 

HEALTH AND THE ROLE THAT NUTRITIOUS FOODS PLAY IN PROTECTING OUR BODIES FROM ILLNESSES.  REGULAR VISITS TO THE 
DENTIST ARE IMPORTANT FOR PREVENTIVE CARE AND A GOOD OLD-FASHIONED CLEANING IS ONE OF THE BEST WAYS TO AVOID 

THOSE NASTY CAVITIES! RECENTLY SEVERAL KID SCOOP NEWS SIOUXLAND REPORTERS WERE ABLE TO INTERVIEW JUST A FEW OF 
SIOUXLAND’S DENTISTS IN ORDER TO LEARN HOW DENTISTRY HAS CHANGED THROUGHOUT THE YEARS AND HOW SOME SIMPLE 

DAILY TASKS WILL HELP TOWARDS KEEPING YOUR TEETH IN GREAT SHAPE!
THE 2016 SLOGAN FOR NATIONAL CHILDREN’S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH IS “SUGAR WARS” AND EACH DENTIST HAS HIS TAKE ON HOW TO FIGHT BACK!

HEART HEALTHY LIVES…
To keep my heart healthy, every day after school I go downstairs to play the 
Wii. You may think it’s bad, but it’s actually good because it’s an exercising 
game. I eat good foods and stay away from bad foods. I also play this hula-
hoop game.  
Scott B.   Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3

When I eat I should eat healthy good at the table so I can have a healthy 
heart inside my body. I go outside a lot to get my blood flowing really fast. I 
love to run to get blood through by body.  
John O.   Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3

To stay healthy I play sports like football, basketball, and other sports. I also 
stay healthy by running once a week and a bunch of other things.  
Will H.   Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3

Dear Heart,
I love you heart. You pump my blood through my body and you keep doing 
that everyday and night. My feet are not that close to you so it takes a lot of 
time for my blood to get there. My hands are not that close to you so it takes 
a lot of time to get my blood there too. 
 Domanic M.  Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3
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Dental Depot, Dr. Richard Hettinger:   3900 Floyd Boulevard Leeds 
Recently Leeds Elementary fourth grade students Jesstina Henry and Parker Fergen were given the opportunity 
to visit with Dr. Richard Hettinger of the Dental Depot in Leeds.  When walking up to the Dental Depot, the 
students mentioned how the building looked exactly like an old railroad station.  Imagine their surprise when 
Dr. Hettinger told them that the building had not been a real depot, but it was designed to look and “feel” like 
one.  “People love trains…and they connect with them.  The idea was to create a place where the patients 
feel comfortable.”  Jesstina and Parker agreed and Jesstina mentioned that her little brother loved to come in and while waiting for his 
appointment, play with the small trains in the children’s area.  Dr. Hettinger showed them a photo of the old Leeds Depot and shared that to 
his surprise, the building actually had the look and feel of the old depot.  Quite a coincidence!
Travel seems to be a theme in the building as each office room is decorated around a travel destination.  Dr. Hettinger believes that colors 
and textures and places help to create a more inviting place.  One young patient was very uncomfortable coming to the dentist and Dr. 

Hettinger noticed she was wearing a very bright purple shirt.  He motioned for her to go into the “New Orleans” room, which is designed to remind you of Mardi Gras with bright 
green, purple and gold woven through the patterns.  The young girl’s shirt matched the purple in the room and Dr. Hettinger was able to put her at ease during the visit.  Creating a 
space and place that is inviting and comfortable is what the Depot is all about.
Dr. Hettinger grew up in Sioux City and graduated from Heelan.  After a short bit at college, he returned and worked in a lab that developed crowns and bridges for dentists.  After 
being drafted, he signed up for some extra time that would allow him to take advantage of training and future schooling.   
Dr. Hettinger gave the reporters a great deal of information about being a dentist and the changes that have happened over the years…but as he put it, “It really is all about the 
people.”  He enjoys meeting new children and adults and learning about their lives.  He also is committed to helping others and shared background on two of his favorite projects, 
Iowa Mission of Mercy and Mission Honduras LeMars.  Each year, the Iowa Dental Association, along with a host city sponsors a free dental clinic.  Four years ago, with Dr. Hettinger 
as the state-wide chair, the 4th annual clinic was held at the Tyson Events Center.  Volunteer dentists and staff members from the region set up 100 dental chairs and worked with more 
than 1,000 individuals who needed dental care.  The services were provided first-come, first-served with no requirements.  Dr. Hettinger said that the Tyson Center was perfect as no 
one had to wait outside in the cold and with more than 500 people waiting in line, the dentists and volunteers were able to help them as quickly as possible.  This event has been held 
eight times in Iowa and will continue this year in
Dubuque.
Another volunteer program that Dr. Hettinger is a member of is Mission Honduras LeMars.  The overall goal of Mission Honduras LeMars is to focus on the areas of health care and 
medicine along with other projects that increase the likelihood of a healthier community.  The team travels to the second poorest country in the western hemisphere and develops water 
projects, food program initiatives and health care.  
Jesstina and Parker could have listened to Dr. Hettinger’s stories all day…but, he had patients to attend to and it was time to go.  Jesstina had just one more question she really wanted 
to ask, “If you could be anything else instead of a dentist, what would you be?”
Dr. Hettinger just smiled and said, “I would be a nail technician.”  The students looked puzzled, nail technician?  “Yes,” he answered.  “Think about a salon.  People come in and get a 
little pampered and they are generally happy.  It is a happy day.  Fancy nails, beautiful colors and smiles on their faces.”  He shared that people go to a salon when they are getting 
ready for a special event and the day is good.  He said that being some place where people are in such good moods would be fun….and that the colors of nails are an awful lot like 
his Matchbox cars…bright reds, purples, blues….(We think Dr. Hettinger is like an artist as he has an eye for design and color.)   
Thank you, Dr. Hettinger, for being so involved with so many special projects and for taking time to share a little bit about your life beyond the office!  It was hard to leave as Dr. 
Hettinger’s office is more than just a dental office, it is a place to “sit for a spell and enjoy the décor!”
Jesstina Henry and Parker Fergen  Leeds Elementary  Grade 4
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“Putting a Smile on Your Face”   Summit Dental Health Dr. Wayne Lewis
Summit Dental Health, formerly Siouxland Dental Health has been around since the 1920s.   Located on 2114 Pierce St. in Sioux City, Dr. Wayne Lewis shares 
that the staff is determined to create a comfortable and enjoyable experience to the dental experience.  Dr. Lewis spent some time this past month to visit with Kid 
Scoop News Siouxland reporters, Alex Kleinschmit and Sophia Dreeszen to share a little more about the dental community.
Summit Dental Health’s overall mission is to be “committed to the pursuit of excellent dental health for the patients and the communities we serve.”  The reporters 
learned at this interview that dental health is much more than brushing and flossing teeth and hope the information gained will help the readers with their own 
overall health.  Dr. Lewis stressed the importance of being knowledgeable about overall healthy habits as they will always connect with dental health.
Dr. Lewis specializes in general dentistry and cares for the entire family.  This makes it easier for families to schedule appointments around other family events. 

Family members who go to the same office often continue to do so as they get older.
As a high school student, Dr. Lewis planned on going to the Air Force after graduation.  His father sat him down one evening and said, “You can go and do whatever you want, or 
you can do something amazing.”  That statement stayed with him and his life story is now described as the “time before dental school” and “the time after dental school.”  His father 
was right.
Dr. Lewis graduated from Briar Cliff and went on to dental school.  He suggested to students interested in dentistry to apply to more than one dental college.  “It is important to have 
choices.  If you only apply to one, there is a chance you might not get in.  If you apply to several and are accepted, than you have a choice.”  
As one of the student reporters from Kid Scoop News is actually a patient at Summit Dental, and shared a family dental story.  The reporter mentioned that one of the dentists was 
trying, without much luck, to get her brother to simply floss a bit more. “We have this amazing and new product, if used, all of your dental worries will be gone….it is called flossing.”  
She thinks that her brother got the “picture” and while maybe doesn’t floss as often as he should, the story is recalled often at home around the dinner table to remind him. 
 This reporter also mentioned how the dentists at Summit keep the patient informed each step of any procedure.  She believes this helps her to not be as anxious about any work that 
is being done.  She appreciates the calm voice and learning how each tool is being used in the process.  Dr. Lewis said that it was important to constantly be a learner and informing 
patients about different methods and procedures help them to be less anxious.
Speaking of being a lifelong learner, Dr. Lewis follows his own advice.  Within the last 20 years, dentistry has changed so much that his initial training might be considered almost 
obsolete.  While there will always be the basics, the new technology and digital x-ray systems allow dentists to diagnose cavities and diseases quickly and treat them before more 
serious procedures  need to be done.  

Dr. Lewis emphasized that knowing your overall health was so important to managing your dental health.  The same foods that are good for 
any part of your body will be good for your teeth.  He maintains that people should avoid energy drinks and especially anything with sugar or 
carbonation and if you have to drink them, drink in moderation.  
The dentists and staff are committed to this community and once a year provide dental services for children 10 years of age and younger.  If 
cavities are determined during the special program, the children are provided free aftercare from the staff.  The office is definitely family-friendly 
with places for children to read and play while waiting. 
According to U.S. News & World Report the top two “best jobs” for 2016 are orthodontist and dentist.  The demand for quality professionals is 
not fading.  Dr. Lewis demonstrated to these reporters that while training and grades are important, there is more to being a dentist than that.  A 
dentist needs to know how to make a patient comfortable and confident that he or she is receiving the best care possible.  

Alex Kleinschmit  North Middle School  Grade 6   Sophia Dreeszen  Sunnyside   Grade 5

DENTAL HEALTH
I’m going to tell a story of how I swallowed my tooth.  I 
was watching a movie, I think. I was in the middle of 
eating a nice bowl of popcorn and I noticed something 
hard in my mouth. I thought it was a seed so I swallowed 
it. Then I noticed that I had a gap in my gums. I looked in 
the mirror and my tooth was missing, so I went back to the 
couch and looked on the ground, but it wasn’t there. I told 
my mom and dad and they said maybe your swallowed it. 
Then I noticed that I did swallow it, but I still got money. 
 Caden R. Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3

I can remember when I lost a tooth and my dad swallowed 
it. What happened was I was riding my bike when my 
tooth fell out and I caught it. I told my mom and we put it 
in a cup with water in it and a little bit later my dad was 
thirsty so he accidentally drank my tooth. Then we wrote a 
note to the tooth fairy and told her what happened. In the 
morning there was money.  
Brady M. Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3

One time I had to go to the dentist to get my teeth 
checked. The dentist was my dad’s friend. First he put this 
toothpaste stuff on my teeth and then he brushed them. 
When it was all done I got to pick out a prize.   
Tanner M. Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3
One time I had to get a tooth pulled out. You have to get 
your whole mouth numb! It took so long, but it was nice 
because you get to pick out a movie. When the doctor 

starts to wiggle it out it kind of tickles. After that, I looked 
at the tooth and it was huge! 
When you have a numb mouth you talk funny. 
Drew  H. Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3
At the dentist I get my teeth cleaned and x-rayed. Once 
when the dentist flossed a tooth fell out. Then I got $5 from 
the tooth fairy. I have never had a cavity before, but my 
dad on the other hand has had millions…and so does my 
grandpa. My mom only had three in her whole life. That’s 
why it’s important to brush your teeth when you’re little 
so when you get older you might have severe tooth pain. 
That’s why it’s important to keep your teeth healthy and 
strong.  
Kyle K.  Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3

One day I had a loose tooth. I got a little hungry, so I got 
an Oreo. I bit once, I bit twice, and my tooth came right 
out. The next day I got a 50 dollar bill.  
Tyla H.  Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3

When I go to the dentist in South Sioux City I like to talk to 
my dentist about sports and school, and how good I brush 
my teeth. I usually get something that glides down and a 
thing that sticks to your window.   
Evan T.  Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3

At the dentist I had ten cavities. It was not fun, but it was fun 
at the same time. They had to give me three silver caps. I’ve 
lost one of my silver teeth, so now I have two. Now, I know 

not to eat as much candy or drink too much pop. Keep your 
teeth healthy and don’t forget to brush your teeth.   
Addie M. Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3

The first time I went to the Dentist I was nervous. I liked the 
dentist at the end. He brushed my teeth.  
Lemony  Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3

One time when I was at the dentist I got in as soon as we 
got there. Mom checked us in and  it was my turn to get 
my teeth checked. I went to this thing where there was 
this thing that I had to bite on. After than I went into the 
checkup room. Then the dentist checked my teeth. When 
the checkup was done we went home. It was a great 
checkup! 
Payton L. Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3

I try to brush my teeth everyday but sometimes I forget to. I 
try to eat healthy food, but it’s hard.  
Gage S.  Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3

I eat healthy food because it is good for your teeth. You 
want to eat lots of good things for your teeth. You need to 
brush your teeth everyday. 
 Ashlyn D Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3

If you brush your teeth you won’t get a severe tooth pain. 
If you brush two times, once in the morning and once at 
night it will be ok.  
William E. Lawton-Bronson  Grade 3
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Standards Link: Grammar: Recognize and use adjectives in writing and speaking.

An adjective is a word that describes something and helps a reader 
imagine how something looks, feels, smells, tastes or sounds.

Look through the newspaper for one or more describing words 
for each snow shovel.

                                              
Valentine’s Day is this month. So I 
thought it would be fun to learn how to 
draw Cupid in just a few easy steps.
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Standards Link: Earth Science: Students know there are planets that orbit the sun.

Long ago, people marveled at a light in the sky that was different 
from the others. It glowed reddish orange. The ancient Romans 
named this light Mars, their god of war.

The largest volcano in the solar system is on Mars. 
It is called Olympus Mons. It rises 17 miles (27 km) 
above the surrounding land – that’s three times higher 
than Mt. Everest, Earth’s tallest mountain. If Olympus 
Mons was on Earth, its base would cover the entire 
state of Washington and nearly half of Oregon.

The time it takes a planet to orbit the sun 
is called a year. The Earth takes 365 days 
to orbit the sun, making our year 365 
days long.

Mars is farther away from the sun and it 
takes longer to orbit. A Martian year is 
687 days long.

Here’s how to figure out how 
old you would be on Mars:

Multiply your age in years 
by 365. This will tell you 
how many days old you are.

Divide that number by 687 
days. That will tell you how 
many Martian years old you 
are!

Standards Link: Number Sense: Students solve 
problems involving mulitplication and division of 
whole numbers.

Amaze your friends! Stump your teachers!

Use the code to find out amazing facts 
about Mars!

How Big Is Mars?
If Earth was the size of 
a baseball, Mars would 
be about the size of a 

4873  2977.

It is covered 
with reddish 
1    56 and 

rock.

Why Is 
Mars Red?

= A
= B
= D

= F
= G
= L

= O
= S
= T

= U
= V
= Z

9
2
1

3
4
7

8
5
6

An enormous canyon near Mars’ equator stretches one 
quarter of the way around the planet. Some people call it 
the Grand Canyon of Mars, after Earth’s famous canyon 
in Arizona. Its real name is Valles Marineris. If Valles 
Marineris started in Los Angeles, California, where would 
it end? To find out, follow the maze!
Standards Link: Earth Science: Students know there 
are similarities and differences among the planets.
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.
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MARS
PLANET
OLYMPUS
DEIMOS
PHOBOS
MARINERIS
ORBIT
VOLCANO
MOONS
CANYON
VENUS
SOLAR
MARTIAN
RED
STARStandards Link: Number Sense: Solve addition 

problems involving three or more numerals.

Deimos is no more than 
2 + 2 + 6 = _____ miles 
(7 + 8 + 1 = ____ km) 
across at its widest point.

Mars has two tiny, potato-shaped moons. They are named 
Phobos and Deimos after the sons of the Roman god Mars.
How tiny are they? Do the math to find out!

Phobos is 6 + 5 + 6 = _____ miles 
(12 + 12 + 4 = _____ Km) across 
at its widest point.

It’s simple!
Your locally-owned car store is proud to support
Siouxland Newspapers In Education and Kids Scoop News.

SIOUX CITY

3601 Singing Hills Blvd. & 2001 E. 6th St., Sioux City • SiouxCityFord.com • 712-277-8420
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Standards Link: Earth Science: Students 
know that objects in the sky move in regular 
and predictable patterns.

    t takes 365 days for the 
      Earth to travel around 
the sun. Well, almost.

Actually, it takes 
365 days, 5 
hours and a little 
over 45 seconds for the 
Earth to orbit the sun. An 
actual new year occurs each 
time the Earth returns to the 
same spot in its solar orbit.

But because we observe 
the new year 
every 365 days, 
we are really 
celebrating a little 
sooner than when the 
Earth returns to that spot 
in its orbit.

After four years, our calendar 
is about one day behind 
the Earth’s actual orbit. 
To make up time, 
a 29th day is 
added to 
February to leap 
the calendar 
ahead. On February 
29, the Earth is back to 
the same position where 
it was four years 
earlier. Almost.

I

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: 
Follow simple written instructions.

Color the Leap Year 
illustration.

        stronaut Neil Armstrong was the first man on the moon. As he 
           stepped onto the lunar surface on July 20, 1969, he said, 
“That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.”

On the moon, you would weigh just one-sixth as much as you do 
on Earth. Why? There is less gravity on the moon. Imagine how far 
you could leap on the moon!

       andy Stellar weighs 120 pounds on 
         Earth. Color the spaces containing 
one star YELLOW, and all the spaces 
with two stars BLUE to see how many 
pounds Sandy weighs on the moon.
Standards Link: Life Science: Students know that 
gravity is influenced by the mass of an object.

Standards Link: Investigation: Find similarities and differences in common objects.

Look closely at each set of leapfrog players. Can you find the two 
identical sets?

29

S

A

Code Clue
Each leap year, 
we fall about 
           seconds 
behind. Eventually, 
this will add up to 24 hours.

Use the code to find out about 
how many seconds we are 
behind each leap year.
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.
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ASTRONAUT
EARTH
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LUNAR
LEARNERS
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GRAVITY
ANTHONY
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NUMBERStandards Link: Number Sense: Calculate sums and differences.

       ary Ann Brown was born on 
         Leap Day, February 29. 
That means her “real” birthday 
only comes once every four years.

In 1988, Mary started the 
Worldwide Leap Year Birthday 
Club for people born on February 29. That year, she 
also launched the Leap Year Festival in her hometown 
of Anthony. People have traveled from as far away as 
Munich, Germany, to attend this fun festival!

Anthony is the ideal location for the festival, because 
the border town is actually located in two U.S. states. In 
Anthony, you could leap between  14 + 9  and  23 - 7! 
Do the math to find the name of these two states.



22

To adopt a classroom call 712-293-4303 www.NIESiouxland.com © Vicki Whiting February 2016

Presidents Day is a day to celebrate the birthdays and lives 
of two important American presidents, President Abraham 
Lincoln and President George Washington. If Lincoln were 

alive today, he would turn 207 on February 12.

The year was 1860. Abraham Lincoln was traveling 
across the United States asking people to vote for him to 
be president.

Mr. Lincoln would 
have looked 
different to you 
that year. He 
didn’t have his 
famous beard. He 
received this letter 
from an 
11-year-old girl 
named Grace 
Bedell.

Lincoln grew a 
beard as Grace 
suggested. 
Grace’s one 
letter changed 
the face of the 
president!

Connect the 
dots and color 
in the space to 
put a beard on 
Lincoln’s face.

How many 
stovepipe hats 
can you find 
on this page?

 As first president of the United States, George 
Washington helped to make the laws and policies 
that formed our country. Some people wanted him 
to be the king of the United States. He refused 
because he believed it was better to have a president 

who was elected by the people.

Have you heard this story 
about George Washington?

When George was young, 
he cut down his father’s 
cherry tree.

His father was angry. He 
asked George who cut
down the tree.

“I cannot tell a lie,” said 
George. “I cut it with my 

hatchet.” Then his father 
gave George a hug instead 
of punishing him because 
he had told the truth.

This story comes from a 
book that was written after 
George Washington died. Is 
it a true story? Probably 
not. But it is told over and 
over again to remind people 
that George Washington 
was a good man.

Is there something 
you would like to tell 
President Obama? 
You can write him at:

President ObamaThe White House1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500 1

2
3

4
5

6
7

8
11

910

12

13
141516

17

18
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.
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WASHINGTON
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HATCHET
FACE
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BEARD
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A picture of Abraham Lincoln is on the penny. A picture of 
George Washington is on the quarter. Color the pennies brown. 
How many are there? Color the quarters gray. How many are 
there? How much money in all?

REVOLUTIONARY WAR STUDY
The 8th grade students at Kingsley-Pierson 
just completed an interdisciplinary unit on the 
Revolutionary War.  The students completed 
an in-depth study of the Revolutionary War 
in Mrs. Boustead’s social studies class and 
then did a novel study in Mrs. Lammers 
Language Arts class of the novel My Brother 
Sam is Dead by James Lincoln Coller and 
Christopher Collier. The students completed 
projects of their choice using a choice 
board.  Some students wrote biographies 
of characters such as Ben Franklin, King 
George III, and Thomas Jefferson.  While 
others completed scrapbooks of the time 
period, drawings of uniforms, or created 
board games.  The students really enjoyed 

the freedom to choose how to show demonstrate what they 
learned during the unit.  This unit is an example of a multi-disciplinary 
learning, which increases the likelihood of the retention of the facts and 
concepts in the unit.  KUDOS to Mrs. Lammers and Mrs. Boustead for 
incorporating not only Social 
Studies and Language Arts, 
but science, math, and art 
into these lessons.  Creating 
gameboards require many 
different skills and concepts 
and while absolutely “fun”….
the learning is actually very 
abstract!

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT  
5610 SPONSORS THE ANNUAL  

FOUR-WAY TEST ESSAY CONTEST
Get your thinking caps on and sharpen those pencils as the Sioux City 
local 5610 Rotary Club is sponsoring and essay contest that will allow 
contestants to consider how their own words and actions impact others.  In 
a time where there are articles and newscasts about the national issue of 
“bullying”, the contest allows participants to share their own experiences 
and ideas about
character.
Students are asked to write on the following statement of character:  The 
Four-Way Test.
Herbert J. Taylor, a Chicago Rotarian and president of Rotary International 
conceived the idea of the Four-Way Test.  In 1932 Taylor decided that 
individuals in a specific company needed a simple “measuring stick” of 
ethics and one that would be easy to consider and important to follow.  
Taylor penned, “The Four-Way Test” of the things we think, say, or do as:
1. Is it the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

The Four-Way Test has become part of Rotary International’s service ideal.  
Rotarians have always shown a deep interest in young people, the future of 
the world, and invite students to write about the theme.
Students, teachers and parents are invited to use the following contact 
information about the essay contest.  Information about the contest is 
available and specific organizational structure will be given.  Kid Scoop 
News Siouxland supports the ideals of the Four-Way Test and appreciate 
the opportunity for students to share in a writing contest expressing their 
personal experiences and views.

Entries are due by Wednesday, March 2nd with winners announced on 
March 11th.   The top three winners will progress to the district competition 
and winners from that event will be announced on Saturday, April 16th.

Contact:
Shirley Patrick, President  
Rotary International Club 5610
Phone: 712.490.2371
Address:  SmileIA@cableone.net
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      here once was a railroad that had no 
       tracks, no trains, no whistles, no 
schedule. It ran through dark woods and 
swamps thick with snakes. Its “stations” 
were secret rooms and musty piles of 
potatoes.

The Underground Railroad, as it was 
called,was a series of secret paths and 
stations that helped runaway slaves find 
their way to freedom. The secret railroad 
ran from the southern United States to 
Canada.

At one time, in some states, it was legal 
to own people. They could be bought and 
sold like cows and horses. This was 
called slavery.

Many people thought slavery was wrong. 
They wanted to help slaves find a way to 
live free. This is how the Underground 
Railroad started. The kindnesses and 
concerns of thousands of strangers kept 
this freedom train “running.”

Harriet Tubman: Courageous 
Conductor

“Conductor” was one of the most 
dangerous jobs on the 

Underground Railroad. 
Conductors were 
runaway slaves who led 
other slaves to freedom. 
One of the most famous 
was Harriet Tubman.

Harriet Tubman led more 
than 300 slaves to freedom. 

She once said, “On my 
Underground Railroad I never 

ran my train off the track, and I never lost 
a passenger.”

Standards Link: History: Students understand the importance 
of individual action and character and how heroes from long 
ago made a difference.

Help Harriet find a path 
through the forest.

Runaway slaves followed the North Star to freedom. If the stars were hidden by 
clouds, they would feel the trunks of the trees, looking for moss, which always 

grows on the north side of a tree.

Star Gazing
Can you find the star 
that is different?

Underground Railroad 
 
Erika Munchrath        
Blessed Sacrament  
Grade 6

I know a train-track …
That has no steel.

I know a train..
That has no wheels…

I know of something,
That will free us all.

Come with me,
When you receive that call…

The Underground Railroad…
The Underground Railroad

      here once was a railroad that had no 
       tracks, no trains, no whistles, no 
schedule. It ran through dark woods and 
swamps thick with snakes. Its “stations” 
were secret rooms and musty piles of 
potatoes.

The Underground Railroad, as it was 
called,was a series of secret paths and 
stations that helped runaway slaves find 
their way to freedom. The secret railroad 
ran from the southern United States to 
Canada.

At one time, in some states, it was legal 
to own people. They could be bought and 
sold like cows and horses. This was 
called slavery.

Many people thought slavery was wrong. 
They wanted to help slaves find a way to 
live free. This is how the Underground 
Railroad started. The kindnesses and 
concerns of thousands of strangers kept 
this freedom train “running.”

Harriet Tubman: Courageous 
Conductor

“Conductor” was one of the most 
dangerous jobs on the 

Underground Railroad. 
Conductors were 
runaway slaves who led 
other slaves to freedom. 
One of the most famous 
was Harriet Tubman.

Harriet Tubman led more 
than 300 slaves to freedom. 

She once said, “On my 
Underground Railroad I never 

ran my train off the track, and I never lost 
a passenger.”

Standards Link: History: Students understand the importance 
of individual action and character and how heroes from long 
ago made a difference.

Help Harriet find a path 
through the forest.

Runaway slaves followed the North Star to freedom. If the stars were hidden by 
clouds, they would feel the trunks of the trees, looking for moss, which always 

grows on the north side of a tree.

Star Gazing
Can you find the star 
that is different?
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Musicians must learn to find and understand the meaning 
of music which is often connected to the cultural and world 
events around them. Mr. Chris Miller and Ms. Katie Florke, 
North Middle School choir directors, hope that students 

who participate in the newly developed Patriot Choir find 
that by being “fully involved” in a musical experience such 
as the Patriot Choir, they learn more about themselves and 
the world around them.  These middle school singers are 
stretching themselves vocally and mentally while learning 
more about the history and the meaning behind specific 
musical selections.
Mr. Miller grew up in Remsen, Iowa and graduated from 

the Remsen St. Mary’s High School.  He continued his studies at Briar Cliff and 
majored in Music Education and Piano Performance.  While in high school, he participated 
in musicals and church choir and his church choir director was a huge influence in his life.  
Mrs. Wendy Wavernack-Roder, along with her husband, mentored Mr. Miller throughout his 
high school years and helped to convince him that music was going to be his calling.  It was 
a performance in his hometown by a Briar Cliff choir that gave him no doubt to his “aha!” 
moment.  Seeing it all come together was exciting and he knew this was what he wanted to 
do.
Ms. Florke was born and raised in Sioux City and was involved in all of the school musicals 
and the special show choir.  Ms. Susannah Rumberger was her mentor at Heelan and helped 
her to see music as a possibility.  She graduated from the University of Northern Iowa and 
first taught in Waukee.  She loves to see the growth of each student as they move through a 
piece.  “They are learning to understand the meaning, which is found in both the words and 
the music.” Her “aha” moment in music came when she was in choir and a single chord, the 
perfection of that chord, gave her the chills.  “I love, too, that we get words and stories to tell in 
music through those amazing chords.”  
 The Patriot Choir meets once a week after school for an hour long session.  There are 30 

students who auditioned and were selected for the choir. The Patriot Choir offers students an 
additional music experience, through a smaller choir setting and extended time period.  Mr. 
Miller mentioned that they wanted the students to “stretch themselves”, to go a little further with 
the music and try more complicated pieces as the extra time will allow this.  The Patriot Choir 
memorizes a variety of music and is scheduled for public appearances.  Recently, during the 
holidays, the group performed at the Barnes and Nobles Bookstore, engaging the shopping 
public in a little musical treat.
Ms. Florke has noticed that the members of this group exhibit a real passion for the music and 
she believes when one gives of his or her own time, there is a real commitment.  She is excited 
that they all share this enjoyment  and challenges the students to try more difficult pieces.  
There is a discipline required for this type of choir and the students have not disappointed the 
directors.
When asked about their favorite musicians, the answers took a little bit of time….there are 
so many different genres and an individual can have a favorite piece in each.  Mr. Miller 
indicated that George Gershwin was one of his biggest influences in music as he began to 
play the piano at a later age in life…. Gershwin didn’t begin until age 14. Mr. Miller began 
piano lessons around the same age.  Gershwin also shared in his life story that while he may 
have had talent, he practiced regularly and that is what mattered.  Mr. Miller agrees.
Ms. Florke enjoys listening to Adele, and is impressed with how she balances her personal 
life and career.  She, too, enjoys many musical genres and so many of the current ones are 
interesting and connect with the world, too.
As members of the Patriot Choir, these feature reporters echo their directors.  While they learn 
and perform more difficult music and often wish there was more time to practice, they like 
being in the group.  Both girls are excited about the upcoming annual Westwood Festival 
where the Patriot Choir will be critiqued by judges and assisted in the development of their 
performance.  How Can I Keep From Singing is a piece they are working on right now, and it 
seems to sum up the interview quite well….directors and choir members alike just can’t get the 
music out of their heads!
Mara Aesoph and Alexis Bell  North Middle  Grade 6

TRUE MUSIC MUST REPEAT THE THOUGHT AND INSPIRATIONS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE TIME…GERSHWIN
NORTH MIDDLE PATRIOT CHOIR

“ANYWHERE I CAN MAKE BEAUTIFUL MUSIC WITH BEAUTIFUL CHILDREN IS MY FAVORITE PERFORMANCE…” DR. SHIRLEY LUEBKE
SIOUXLAND YOUTH CHORUS

If you understand the simplicity of this quote and find it to be true, then you should consider 
joining the Siouxland Youth Chorus.  Consisting of three very special choirs, Siouxland Youth 
Chorus is dedicated to the excellence of musicianship and provides some very special training 
for young singers.
The Siouxland Youth Chorus was founded in September of 1990, and made its debut to 
the community at the Holiday Pops Concert of the Sioux City Symphony.  In its 26 years of 
existence, the Siouxland Youth Chorus has been very active in the performance opportunities 
in the community.  In 2015 alone, students performed in such places as  Kansas City, Des 
Moines, with the Siouxland Rockestra Concert, KIDZSING annual spring concert and in 
Shakopee, Minnesota. Local concerts are planned throughout the year for students to 
showcase their hard work. The chorus is composed of vocally talented young singers in grades 
3-8 and participation is based on audition selection.
Director Dr. Shirley Luebke, well known instructor from this region, gives the students a strong 
musical base, while creating an educational and inviting environment for students to learn. 
Children who are involved in the fine arts are given experiences that enhance all learning 
areas.  
Recently, Kid Scoop News reporter, Bella Taylor, interviewed Dr. Luebke to have her share a 
little more about her life and love of music.
It was very unusual, growing up in the rural Midwest, for children to engage in a career of 
music.  While Shirley took piano lessons at a young age, it was the wife of her high school 
band instructor who took Shirley “under her wing” and helped to give her the real love and 
challenge of music. She had exposure to music in her home, as there was a piano and her 
father sang in the church choir; but it “just wasn’t heard of” for someone to have a career in 
music. 
After college and teaching at a middle school in Hudson, S.D. she went back to school to 
complete a master’s degree at U.S.D.   During this time she met Dr. Kjelson who convinced her 
that she would love the challenge at the doctoral level.  She jumped into her little Chevette, and 

traveled to Coral Gables to study at the University of Miami.
Years of teaching and working with students eventually gave way to 
becoming the Coordinator of Fine Arts and eventually the Head Teacher for 
Music in the Sioux City Community School District.  In 1990, along with her 
husband John they organized the Siouxland Youth Chorus and she has been 
the director ever since.
When asked her favorite experience with the group, Dr. Luebke did not hesitate.  “While I 
love everyone, as each one gives me the opportunity to create beautiful music with beautiful 
children, the Song of Peace and Hope Concert was very special.”  The concert featured songs 
about the conflicts in the world today and those of yesterday.  “Music helps us to understand 
the world around us.”  While the idea was to help settle the wounded spirits in the aftermath of 
such horrific bombings as those in Paris, the music also demonstrated and shares the passion 
and resilience of good people; it brings the idea of hope.
In June, auditions are held for students in grades 4-8 whose voices are unchanged.  Vocal 
training, rehearsals and attendance at very special concerts and events are held throughout the 
year.  As a member of the Siouxland Youth Chorus, this feature reporter, will attest to the
incredible experiences offered.  In every concert, she can see the tension in people’s faces…
maybe about things going on in their lives, things that may seem impossible.  After the music 
begins, you can see that the tension has been lifted.  Like her director, every concert is one of 
the best.  
Bella Taylor  West Middle School  
Grade 6

Note:  Dr. Luebke can be reached at 712.276.9296.  
The Siouxland Youth Chorus website address is:  www.
siouxlandyouthchorus.com Audition information will be 
released in the spring.

MUSIC
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KINDER KIDS
OUR TEXAS KINDERS IMAGINE A SPARKLY, FUN SNOWSTORM!

KINDER KIDS-MS. JUNGERS LETTER TO OUR FRIENDS…

While many children and teachers know that there are many benefits of a PenPal program in the classroom, it is often the “outside the lines” benefits that 
amaze us.  The Kid Scoop News Siouxland’s PenPal Program has helped to create some wonderful friendships and understandings.
While most PenPal programs offer ways for students to better understand the differences in geography, topography, cultures, city 
and country life….our Kinder Kids really want to “dig in deep” to know more about their cross-country friends.  From each of their 
little “windows of the world” they ask questions and share stories about life in each other’s state.  One of our favorite exchanges 
at the magazine this year has been the one in this issue…you see, our Texas friends are so enamored with snow…and why 
wouldn’t they be…as it is over 70 degrees in southern Texas right now!

This is how the Texas students imagine a snowy day….

Dear Friends,
We have been trying to stay warm these last few days. It has been quite chilly here. We 
have gotten some snow, too. We have talked about the weather and how important it is 
to dress warm when the temperature drops outside. 
We like all of your questions and we even sent some questions back your way! We 
do know how to throw snowballs, make snow angels, and we have included a couple 
pictures of us playing in the snow. Ms. Jungers even let us have a snowball fight in the 
classroom using paper snowballs! It was so much fun!! 
We know how much you like Olaf so we have included some pictures of Olaf that we 
made during indoor recess because it was too cold to go outside. We also have a 
classroom “Olaf” that we read with. We hope you like our snow pictures! We don’t have 
any mountains to sled down but some of us go sledding with our families down hills at the 
parks.  
We are going to keep learning and we hope that you do too. Do you like to learn? What 
is your favorite thing to learn in school? Do you have any snow? Did you have a great 
winter break?  
We enjoy reading what you write to us. Maybe sometime soon we can skype your class 
to meet you? We hope you all have a Happy January!!!
Your Friends in Ms. Junger’s Class

We love winter in Iowa…(until it gets too cold and last week it was below zero!)  These 
are some photos of our indoor snow fun…we use snowmen all of the time in our 
classroom.  We have snow math, we have snow writing, and we even make snowpeople 
on our tablets in our own time!  There is nothing like a cup of hot chocolate after sledding 
and a good old-fashioned coloring page.
Ms. Junger’s Iowa Kinder Kids!

Sounds like you are having a very chilly winter. We have not seen much snow here in 
New Jersey so far this winter, but we are expecting a snow storm this weekend ! In fact,on 
Christmas Eve this year,it was also 70 degrees outside. We had to put the air conditioner 
on to cool the house from all the cooking! Our kindergarten friends are learning about 
polar bears in the Arctic this month. Here is a famous poem by Jack Prelutsky about Polar 
Bears !

The Polar bear by being white
Gives up his camouflage at night,

And, yet without a thought or care,
He wanders here, meanders there.

And gaily treads the ice floes,
Completely unconcerned with foes.

For after dark nobody dares
To set out after Polar bears .

Oh, our friends….we wrote the above before Winter Storm Jonas hit!  We had more than 
30 inches of snow where we live in New Jersey!  The storm put everything to a standstill!  
We won’t have school tomorrow and it will take quite a bit of time to clear up everything!  
Can you imagine!  Have someone stand and the teacher show you how high 30 inches 
would be!!!
We have sent some photos of the snow…before 
things were plowed…it is even too deep 
for sledding…Ms. D, show your kinders 
how this might look in Texas!
Love,  The New Jersey Clan

Texas Friendships
Do you want to be my friend?
Do you love hot cocoa?                               
Do you want to play!
Roslynn from Texas
Hello kinder friends !

WADDLING ON THE ICE...WADDLING TO THE WATER…
SWIMMING, SPEEDING, MAKING BUBBLES

HUNTING FISH, ESCAPING LEOPARD SEALS!           
IMAGINING NOW ANGELS, SNOWBALL 
FIGHTS, SLEDDING, AND HOT COCOA!

Imagining Snow by Our Texas Kinder Kids

Hibernating in our hoodies…
Snowflakes are flying and falling…
Snow is fluffy,
Beautiful, and sparkly….

KINDER KIDS-NEW JERSEY LETTER TO OUR FRIENDS…
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I ran in a race down by the river,
And I rushed across the rocks.
I was the first one to the other side,
But I got water in my socks!

R is for Ruler
r is for ruler
Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter R. Say the letter as you trace it.

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

How many           ?
red rockets

How many           ?
red rectangles

This rope is 2 inches long.

1 2 3 4

How many words or pictures can
you find on this page that start
with the R sound like the word
ruler?

1 2 3 4

How long is this rocket?

1 2 3 4

How long is this rake?

Look at all of the
headlines on the front

page of today’s
newspaper. Ask your child
which is the longest, using

the ruler on today’s
My Kid Scoop or a larger

ruler to check.

Point to the number
7 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large
enough, have your child

trace the number.

Give your child a red
crayon and a page of the
newspaper. Ask your child
to put a red dot on all of
the letters and numbers

he/she can read. Seeing the
page turn red is a real
confidence builder!

Red All OverFind the Longest
Headline

R to r Dot to DotMath PlayLetter Identification
Select two picture of
people or buildings in

today’s newspaper. Ask
your child which of the

two is taller. Use the
ruler on today’s
My Kid Scoop
or a larger ruler

to check.

Which is taller?
Have your child select a

picture in today’s
newspaper. How many

inches tall is the picture?
How many inches wide?
Use a ruler to find out!
You can cut out and use

the ruler on today’s
My Kid Scoop or use

a larger one.

Measure a Picture
With your child, find and
circle six uppercase Rs

on one sheet of the
newspaper. On the same
sheet of newspaper, find
and circle six lowercase

rs. Have your child
connect the “dots” to
make a silly picture.

With your child, look
through the newspaper

to find pictures of things
that start with the same

sound as the letter
R in ruler.
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Harriet’s Story
youtu.be/NQ_gRFYgXMo
Watch the cartoon depicting Harriet Tubman’s life 
story.

The Underground Railroad Game
teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/underground_railroad/
The year is 1860. Nearly four million African 
Americans live in the south. Follow one of these 
slaves along the Underground Railroad, a secret 
network of hiding places and brave people who 
helped runaway slaves reach freedom. 

Activity Booklet
nps.gov/subjects/ugrr/education/upload/Junior-Ranger-
Activity-Booklet.pdf
Download the Junior Ranger booklet Discovering the 
Underground Railroad for information, games and 
activities.

Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her 
People to Freedom
by Carole Boston Weatherford, illustrated by Kadir Nelson

The story begins as 
Harriet is about to be 
sold south and 
follows as she escapes 
and then as she helps 
others to freedom. 
God inspires her and 
tells he what to do 
through those fearful, 
desperate times. The 
pictures show the 
hardship of slavery 
and how The 
Underground 
Railroad developed 
and how Harriet 
earned the name of 
Moses.

Mrs. Dickinson’s second grade class at Missouri Valley Elementary has 
been discussing fiction and non-fiction stories.  The students have been 
working on and practicing reading strategies that help them understand 
both fiction and non-fiction books during their independent reading time.  
Here are some examples of books they have read and enjoyed.
I’ll Always Love You   by Paeony  Lewis
This book is about a bear that broke his mom’s honey bowl. He kept asking her if she would 
always love him because of this or that.  What I thought was interesting was that the author 
kept adding on stuff to ask her, and when he broke it the book said, “CRASH!”  It took a 
while for the mom to figure it out, but when she did, her little bear made her a new bowl.  I 
thought he would go buy her one so that was surprising to me.  It turned out that it was her 
favorite honey bowl.  Chloe B.

Ocean Life by Brenda Z. Guiberson
Sharks are fish.  Sharks do not have bones.  The whale shark is the largest; it can reach up 
to 50 feet in length. Whales are mammals.  Blue whales are the biggest animals on Earth. 
There are other examples of sea life in this book.  The photographs help you to know about 
ocean creatures.  Cayden B.

Living on a Plain by Joanne Winre
You should read this book because it tells how people live on plains all around the world. 
It is interesting to learn about how different people live. In some countries they like to skate. 
When they skate on the ice it is cool. I liked to see all the different kinds of houses. One 
looked like my house.  I really liked this book a lot and I hope you like it too.    Jackson D.

Curious George Roller Coaster by Monica Perez
What I like about the book is that George wants to ride the roller coaster.  He was sad 
because he was too short.  Finally, Captain Zany helped him.  This book was good and it 
helps you understand measurement too.   Stephen D.

Apple Trees by Gail Saunders- Smith
My book is about apple trees.  In summer apple trees grow apples but they are not ready. 
In the fall apple trees grow ripe apples.  I liked this story because it tells you about apples.  
You should read this book because you learn about apples.       Thomas D.

Marines of the U.S Marine Corps by Jennifer Reed
 Men and women join the Marine Corps to protect the United States.  Recruits exercise and 
study at basic training for 12 weeks.  The Marines Corps has the longest basic training 
in the U.S. Military.  Some Marines fly helicopters like the CH – 53E Super Stallion Some 
Marines learn to drive tanks or AAV’s.  AAV’s drive on land and float on water.  The Marine 
Corp has 21 bases.  Bases are in the United States and around the world.    Noah G.

Who Would Win? Tyrannosaurus Rex vs.Velociraptor by Jerry Palotta
If we went back millions of years which dinosaur do you think would win a fight?  Well, first 
let’s compare them.  T-rex had huge jaws with 50 knife sharp teeth.  The velociraptor had 
around 40 sharp teeth too.  Some scientists believe T- rex was a predator. Others think that 
T-rex looked for animals that were already dead.  The velociraptor hunted in packs and ate 
smaller animals.  The T-rex was like chickens because their feet had four toes on each foot.  
A velociraptor’s toes had one toe that curved up and three claws went down.  Scientists 
wonder if its claw was for slashing, or maybe for climbing trees. T-rex’s arms were really 
short.  They were almost useless with two fingers.   Velociraptors arms were long and strong 
with three fingers and three claws.  The T-rex’s tail was the strongest part of the body.  The 
velociraptor’s tail was not useful.  Some scientists think the dinosaurs died by a big rock from 
space falling to Earth.  Others think it might have been partly because sneaky dinosaurs 
ate eggs before they could hatch. There are other ideas but nobody knows for sure.  So the 
question who would win a fight might be that T-rexes were strong, but raptors worked in 
packs so a group of them could win.     Jacob W.

One Cool Friend  by Toni Buzzeo 
  In this book Elliot was a good boy. His father studied turtles.  Elliott’s father said, “Family 
Fun Day at the aquarium...let’s go!” Elliott’s father just let Elliot do what he wanted to at 
the aquarium.  When Elliott asked for a turtle his father thought he meant a toy.  But Elliott 
meant a real penguin.  There is a funny surprise at the end of this book. The illustrations won 
a special prize.    Elizabeth R.

Teensy Weensy Animals by Joan Emerson
  I learned that animals come in all shapes and sizes.  I learned that dwarf sloths that 
when they are babies they are shorter than an adult human’s hand.  I also found out 
that fairy penguins are the smallest of the seventeen penguin species.  There is no 
smaller species than the silky anteater. The world’s smallest dog is a baby Chihuahua.  
It could fit on a teaspoon!  At its home in the African rain forest the royal antelope 
gets the crown for being the smallest of its kind.   A dwarf hamster is half the size of 
a regular hamster.  You should read this book because you learn about new animals 
and about their species.  Claire M.

Emeraldalicious     by Victoria Kann
  I think you would like this book because her wand flew away and when she found 
it she said, “Buckets, bow ties, and a bone all this garbage makes me groan.  What 
I would love is a pretty throne.”  And the wand made a throne!  Her brother Peter 
wanted to keep his sister’s wand. A gust of wind blew her wand away.  Then she 
said, “We still have everything we need!”     Trinity K.

Dinotrux by Chris Gall
  Tyrannosaurus trux is as huge as a T-rex.  He fights with Tankersaurus Rollodon and 
he never watches where he’s going.  Firersaurus was hot-tempered, he snacked on 
hot lava. Semisaur stampede all night long and are in a hurry.  You will like this book 
because it’s about heavy equipment that look like dinosaurs.  Matthew Y. 

Coach Hyatt is a Riot  by Samantha K.
  In the story Wyatt keeps picking his nose!  Coach Hyatt made them pick up her car 
because they had to get stronger for the game.  The sport was Pee Wee football.    
You will like this book because it is funny.  In the book he eats a live bug sandwich!  
They also did push-ups in the mud.  The students learned its important to work as a 
team.  Samantha K.
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Page 5
Find three skeins of yarn that equal 
exctly four yards of yarn.

Page 10
Mars would be about the size of a:
Golf Ball

Why is Mars red?
It is covered with reddish DUST and rock.

Page 16
1. Alberta
2. Yukon
3. Manitoba

Page 6
How many pounds Sandy weighs on 
the moon.

Mowed the lawn ......................................Made my bed (mom expects me to do that every morning!) .................Walked the dog ........................................Took out the trash one night ....................Did the dinner dishes five nights .............
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Page 8
Use the secret code to find the names 
of the Mighty Plaque Fighters.
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During the 2015-16 school year Kid Scoop News Siouxland and Claudia Hessa 
owner/baker at Sioux City’s fabulous Sugar Shack will be sponsoring a “Best in 
Class” Teacher of the Month contest.  Every day teachers inspire the minds and 
imaginations of young people, provide safe places for students to grow and play, 
and give students the skills and confidence for the future. Celebrate those special 
people by nominating a teacher and including a short descriptive paragraph about 
“why” this teacher should be the “Best in Class” Teacher of the Month. Winning 
“teachers” will receive a special treat from Sugar Shack and a “basket of goodies” 
from Kid Scoop News Siouxland.
Complete the entry below and email, snail mail and/or bring it in.  A panel of 
judges will determine the best entry and award the “Best in Class” prize to the 
winning teacher. 

BEST IN CLASS ~ TEACHER OF THE MONTH 
NOMINATE YOUR TEACHER!

Teacher’s Name: ____________________________________________________

Nominated by: _____________________________________________________

School Attending: ___________________________________________________

Grade: ____________________________________________________________

Tell Us Why Your Teacher is Great!: _____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Return entry to:   Sugar Shack/Kid Scoop News Teacher of the Month
 
NIE Siouxland
515 Pavonia
Sioux City, Iowa  51102

Or Email it to us at:  
jhopkins@siouxcityjournal.com
nicole.schweitzberger@lee.net

“BEST OF CLASS” TEACHER OF THE MONTH 
WINNER, MRS. BECKY HOBBIEBRUNKAN  

Mrs. Hobbie Brings a Special Joy to Learning

This issue the “Best of Class” teacher is Mrs. Becky Hobbiebrunkan, 4th Grade 
teacher at Clark Elementary in Sioux City.  Mrs. Hobbie, as she is called by 

the students, was nominated by three students as well as “group nominated 
by the class”.  Adrian and Rachel N. previous 4th grade students and Elise H. 
current student sent in some very heart-warming nominations and we had a 
very special time giving Mrs. Hobbie her gift.  “I think I have a little water in 

my eyes,”  she said, as the students read their nominations to her…she utilizes 
different teaching approaches with her students, very hands-on and engaging 
activities, as well as motivating them with a few treasures each week.  Hats 

Off! to Mrs. Hobbie for being such an inspiring and motivating teacher and for 
touching the lives of the students in her building and in her class.

NIE SIOUXLAND

Oh, So Sweet!    
“It was heavenly, absolutely heavenly…” Isabel remarked after 
finishing the last tiny bit of her cloud cake.  “If I could have one of 
these every day…well, it would be heavenly.”  Quite a testimonial 
for the owner of Sugar Shack, recent recipient of the Food 
Network’s special state cookie award.  When students give a 
thumbs- up to a bakery, you know you are in good shape.…and 
in good shape would be the Sugar Shack.
Claudia Hessa, owner and baker at the Sugar Shack is a self-
proclaimed , self-taught baker.  She mentioned to Isabel and 
Olivia, Kid Scoop News Siouxland  reporters that while she 
always loved to bake, she really hadn’t prepared for such 
a career, but knew that she wanted to do something that 
would connect with baking.  Growing up in Sioux City 
and graduating  from North High, Claudia traveled to 
New Mexico and enjoyed time at Eastern New Mexico 
University, majoring in psychology and sociology.  In 
1999, she began her baking career creating decadent 
desserts out of her home.  After four years, and the 
business doing well, she moved into the current building, 
a family- owned place on Jennings Street, and began 
the Sugar Shack.  While self-taught, she has taken 
classes at Wilton Decorating sites and even went on 
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PARTNERSHIP IN EDUCATION
SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT

If you wish to become a sponsor TODAY please complete this form. 
Keep one copy for your records and RETURN the original to:

Kid Scoop News - NIE Siouxland
attn: Nicole Schweitzberger

PO Box 118, Sioux City, IA 51102
make checks payable to Kid Scoop News - NIE Siouxland

Business Name: _______________________________________________________________

Contact Person: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________________________________

Email:  ______________________________________________________________________

SELECTED PARTNERSHIP LEVEL

Silver Corporate     $1,000

Partner In Education   $250

Bronze Corporate         $500

Classroom   $125

Gold Corporate      $2,500

Benefactor                $5,000

Thank You for your support. Your contribution toward promoting literacy 
in our community is an investment in the future of the Siouxland area.

one community. 
one goal. 
one child at a time.

one community. one goal. one child at a time.

I LOVE IT BECAUSE YOU CAN SEE TOPICS FROM KIDS PERSPECTIVES AND STORIES ARE COOL 
AND I WOULDN’T KNOW ABOUT THESE THINGS WITHOUT KID SCOOP NEWS ~ MARA, AGE 11

I LIKE KID SCOOP NEWS BECAUSE YOU GET TO MEET NEW PEOPLE AND GET TO HEAR NEW 
STORIES, ABOUT THEM AND THEY ALL LOVE WHAT THEY ARE DOING. ~ ALEXIS, AGE 11

. I HAVE TO THANK YOU LADIES FOR DOING ALL OF THIS. I HAVE A STUDENT WHO REALLY 
STRUGGLES WITH WRITING, BUT FOR SOME REASON THE TOPIC THIS WEEK GRABBED HIS 
ATTENTION. HE WROTE THE MOST AMAZING ARTICLE ABOUT THE MILITARY, IT BROUGHT 

TEARS TO MY EYES! I AM SO PROUD OF HIM!
~ 3RD GRADE TEACHER AT HINTON

NIE SIOUXLAND
a Food Network cruise that highlighted cooking classes….she and 
an employee took every class, learned a great deal, and had a 
great time!  Networking with others has given Claudia ideas for 
feature desserts and as she says, “I copy well…but I try to recreate a 
piece and make it mine…and make it a little better.”  Originally, her 
famous sugar cookies had a simple royal frosting, but the challenge 
was to use something just a bit different as everyone frosted cookies 
and cakes with the royal frosting.  Claudia loves to brainstorm 
with her amazing artists who create designs and specialties at the 
bakery.  “We now use butter cream frosting and top it with the 
royal.”
Valentine’s Day, causes quite a flurry of sugar and chocolate at the 
bakery but it is not the busiest time of the year.  The weeks before 
Christmas are so busy that Claudia has every employee take a 
week’s vacation right after Christmas.  One new employee lamented 
that she wasn’t sure what she would do during her free days…
The other employees shouted out, “Take it easy!  You need the time 
to recoup.”  It is so busy that they go through 20,000 to 30,000 
cookies.  WHEW!
We mentioned earlier the special Food Network award.  Last 
September, Claudia was asked to send in special designs to the 
Food Network Magazine that depicted a holiday theme for a 
state 4” round cookie.  Claudia asked the staff to create designs 
and according to her, it was narrowed down to two, created by 
Becky Greaves, and both were sent off to the magazine.  Becky 
had created a beautiful winter covered bridge design that depicted 
rural Iowa.  While Becky said that it was originally Claudia’s idea…
Claudia gives full credit to Becky.  “I have amazing artists who love 
to use their imaginations.”
In 2015, Claudia participated in the Signature Chef’s Auction held at 
the Sioux City Convention Center.  The March of Dimes organization 
hosts this annual event and gathers the area’s finest culinary talent to 
showcase some very fine foods.  This year, Claudia’s team received 
the Best Dessert Award and these reporters were very sad that they 
missed the test tasting part of the event.
We asked Claudia to share her favorite bakery story, thinking 
there were examples of disastrous cake failures and burned cookie 
reports, but to our surprise she said, “It’s really about the little things 
that make the difference.  One year, a couple was celebrating their 
65th wedding anniversary.  One would think that they would want 
a huge and elaborately decorated cake for friends and family to 
enjoy.  They chose a very little, tiny six- inch round cake just for 
them.  I was so surprised following that event, I received many calls 
from people who had been at their celebration and those people 
shared how much the couple and the group loved that little cake.”  
Another time that Claudia was humbled by how much a special gift 
can mean to someone was when they called a lady to tell her she 
had a bakery gift and they were ready to deliver it.  The lady said, 
“Honey, you must have the wrong number.  I never get anything.”
The Sugar Shack offers custom made cakes for all occasions.  You 
can look at the cake and cookie ideas on their gallery sites and find 
that even the photos will make your mouth water.  

For more information, go to:  thesugarshackbakery.com 
712.252.5598. 

Isabel Martinez and 
Olivia Greaves  
Blessed Sacrament 
Grade 6
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Classroom Sponsors
Tanworld & Lori Lee’s
Bruce & Jeanette Hopkins
United Bank of Iowa, Moville
Book People
Triview/Quality Telecommunications
KVLZ Custom Bailing, Climbing Hill
Akron Gold & Silver
Bluebird Springs Orchard - Akron
Deck Law

Paul & Tamme Saul
Yellow Rose Catering - Moville
Gretchen Gondek
Dr. Stee Maxwell
Helen Maxwell
Dr. Earl Maxwell 
Sterk Financial - Dakota Dunes
Granny Stitches
Friendship & Service Club, Akron, IA

Judie Uhlir
EFMC Inc.
Bill & Becky McKenny
Doug Harrold
Allan Wall
In Memory of Gene Windeshausen, 
Principal at Crescent Park & Bryant
In Memory of Amzia & Iva VanLaningham  
Rebo’s 

Bob & Sharon Kirschbaum
McClure Engineering
Lester A. Juon
New Horizons United Church of Christ 
Craft Auto Body 
Quality Backhoe Service 
CD Norvell PC, Tax & Accounting Services 
Cardinal Public Relations
The Glass Shop

Partners In Education
AFSCME Local 212
Anonymous Sponsor
Charlies 
Irwin Painting
Lilly Family Dentistry
Belle Touché

THANKS

You!
Thank

from

Your  
Company Here

Become a sponsor of a classroom today! Sponsorship forms are on page 31

Chesterman’s
Summit Dental
Larry & Jeanene Book
First Premier Bank
Bishop Heelan Catholic Schools 
Missouri Valley PTO
Prince Manufacturing

Dental DepotThe

Dr. Richard Hettinger


