
Gravity pulls everything down 
to earth. How does it work?

Sea otters reserve plenty of time for play that 
will bring a smile to anyone’s face.

How many words can you make using the letters in:

It’s the time of year when you’ve got to 
�ght o� the germs that cause colds and 
the �u. Find out how inside this issue!

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. believed that people with di�erent skin colors, 
who treat each other with respect and kindness, could make the world a 
better place. Find out more about this amazing leader inside this issue.

THE DREAM OF DR. KING
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Next month, Valen-
tine’s Day will be here. 
Use crayons or markers 
to create a beautiful, 
colorful heart. We’ll 
share as many hearts as 
we can in our next issue!

Be creative! Send your 
artwork to:

Happy New Year! 2017 is 
here. The beginning of the 
year is a great time to set 
some goals for 
the coming year. 
What things 
would you like 
to accomplish in
the new year?

Are there some books you 
would like to read? A game 
you would like to learn to 
play? A habit you would like 
to break? Write your goals on  
 a piece of paper and   
      keep that paper   
         handy to   
                     remind   
              you of your  
     goals all year  
  long!

        My big goal is to   
         get kids to read   
        more! I hope that  
     all the articles and  
 games in Kid Scoop   
       News are encouraging   
                    you to   
                   read more.

Let me know if my goal is 
being reached by sending me 
a picture of you reading Kid 
Scoop News! Ask your 
parents to write a note to 
let me know if I can print 
your picture in Kid Scoop 
News or feature it online.

This month you can read 
about adorable sea otters, 
birthdays without presents, 
hockey, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and more! 

Enjoy learning something 
new, and I’m wishing you 
a fantastic 2017!

Deadline: 

NICOLE SCHWEITZBERGER
NIE Director
The Sioux City Journal
(712)293-4224
nicole.schweitzberger@lee.net
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NIE Educational Coordinator
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RHODE ISLAND – When 
Nicholas Lowinger was five years 
old, he got a new pair of light-up 
sneakers. Boy, was he happy!

Then his mom took 
him to volunteer at 
a local homeless 
shelter and he saw 
children with shoes 
that were falling 
apart. Some kids 
didn’t have shoes 
at all.

   his bothered   
     Nicholas and he  
started collecting 
new shoes to give to 
children in homeless 
shelters.

When he was twelve years old, 
he started a non-profit called 
Gotta Have Sole. His organization 
collects new shoes and money to 
buy shoes.

And so far, he has donated more 
than new 56,300 shoes to kids in 
all 50 states!

“I started Gotta Have Sole Founda-
tion because at a very young age I 
saw children in homeless shelters 

who didn’t have 
shoes or had shoes 
that were used and 
falling apart,” 
Nicholas remem-
bers. “Some had to 
share footwear with 
a family member 
and missed school 
because it wasn’t 
their turn to wear 
the shoes that day. 
Other children had 
sores on their feet 
from wearing   

  shoes that didn’t fit  
  them properly.”

Nicholas found out that it is very 
important for children to have 
shoes that fit. Once he got size 
sixteen shoes for a boy who had 
only been wearing flip-flops. 
The shoes are packaged with 
socks and a handwritten card 
with a message of hope.

Nicholas’s mother, Lori Lowinger, 

is very proud 
of her son. 
“He wants to 
teach people 
that we are all 
the same no 
matter what 
our finances 
are,” she said.

Children around the country are 
setting up Gotta Have Sole clubs 
in their communities. Nicholas 
sends interested kids a tool kit that 
explains all of the steps involved 
in starting and running a club. 
Student leaders around the country 
connect and share ideas and help 
each other out.

There are now 15 clubs in seven 
states with more on the way!

Who is this article 
about?

What is this article 
about?

When did this 
happen?

Where did it 
happen? 

Why did they do it?

Read the article 
on this page. 

Then answer the 
questions below!

Match each pair of shoes. 
Can you �nd the single shoe 

that has no match?

Sneaker Search

T
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OUR JOY OF GIVING AND UNDERSTANDING
Paying it forward….what does that mean?
 This is my experience with paying it forward. Last summer my sister and I walked to Hobby 
Lobby, which isn’t too far from my house. We bought paint and some paint brushes. We had a 
fun time looking around. When it came to check out, we realized we were a dollar short. My 
sister and I knew we’d have to put something back. But the next thing that happened was cool.  
A really nice lady standing behind me gave us the dollar we needed to buy everything. We 
told her thank you.
A next day, my friend and I went to the arcade. I had about 100 tickets to use. There was 
a little kid standing next to me. She didn’t have a lot of tickets so I gave all my tickets to her 
without a thought. This was a great way to experience paying it forward. One small act of 
kindness can change the world. So if you ever get the chance… pay it forward. 
Cori Parry   Mater Dei   Grade 6

How someone made my day! I was at Starbucks with my Aunt Molly. We were going through 
the drive thru. We asked the employee to tell us what the price was and to give us our drinks. 
She said the people in front of us had already paid for our drinks. It just warmed my heart 
that someone would do something so kind like that. When the employee shared that, I was 
confused because I had never experienced something like that.  I asked Aunt Molly what she 
thought was going on? She said it’s a thing they do at Starbucks where you pay for someone’s 
order and you keep it going. I thought that was cool. So my aunt paid for the next person. Just 
from this experience, I smiled the whole day! 
I hope that I can help someone out and make someone as happy as I was! It really can make 
a difference. If you can do something about it, then do it and change the world!! You may 
not be able to give money but you can help by giving old clothes or canned goods to the 
homeless. It truly can make a difference not just by health but by love, care, and happiness.
Lucy O’Hern   Mater Dei   Grade 6

Have you ever had a woman or man pay for your food or for everyone’s food? Well, that 
is called Paying it Forward. Have you been to a place where someone didn’t have enough 
money to pay for the meal and you gave them money? Paying it Forward is a nice and kind 
act to do.                                                                                             
Once my mom and I were at Taco Bell and we saw this woman with children. The mom 

said, “Sorry, I don’t have enough money for lunch.” The kids were very sad. My mom and 
I  said, “Let us pay for the meal.” We felt really good after that. That is why you should Pay it 
Forward…someone will receive a gift and you know it was the right thing to do…
Angelina Shaw  Mater Dei   Grade 6

Once we were at Save a Lot and we saw two boys happily buying some groceries. The oldest 
one looked like he was 12 years old. The youngest looked like he was five years old. They 
looked like it might be their first time buying groceries. It was time for them to pay the bill and 
they were in front of us. Their total was $75 they were going to pay with a gift card.
The cashier said, “The card only has a few dollars on it.” As they left, the five year old started 
crying. My parents, my sister, and I started crying, too. So my parents paid for the milk, 
cereal, bread, fruit snacks, and cookies. As we ran outside with their groceries, the two boys 
were ready to leave on their bikes. We said, “WAIT!” They stopped and looked back as 
we walked towards them. Then we gave them the food. The little boy said, “Thank you very 
much.” We started crying even more. When you Pay it Forward you feel so good. I think you 
should Pay it Forward every once in a while…it’s worth it for everyone.
Sarahi Guerra   Mater Dei  Grade 6

Have you ever Paid it Forward? If not, you should try it. It’s a good way to share joy with 
others! I’d like to share my experience.
One summer day I went to Starbucks with my mom.   She drove up to pay and the window 
cashier said that the person in front of us had paid for our drinks!  My mom and I were so 
surprised. We asked how much the bill was for the person behind us. Their total was $20.23. 
So my mom pulled out her credit card and told the window cashier to pay for the person 
behind us. When we got back mom’s credit card and our drinks, we left Starbucks with smiles 
on our faces.
Elen Pruett   Mater Dei  Grade 6 

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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RAINBOW
PEACE
EQUALITY
MARTIN
LUTHER
KING
COLORS
GOLD
NATION
PEOPLE
HELPING
TOGETHER
LIVE
PLACE
JESSE

Help the rainbow friends meet at the center of the maze.

GIVING
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Rainbows are beautiful to look at because they are made 
of many different colors. They have the power to make 
us feel happy, just by looking at them.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. saw that there were many 
different colors of people in the world. He believed that 
these differences could make the world a better place to 
live. He spent his life helping people live together in 
peace and equality.

Today we celebrate Martin Luther King’s birthday 
because of his great work and his important message: 
that all people are precious and that our differences, 
like a rainbow, can make the world a better place.

What could be at the end of a rainbow of people? A pot of 
gold – or something better? Unscramble the letters on the 
coins to spell something you might find if all people 
appreciated each others differences.

Color the Rainbow above with the real colors of a rainbow. Color each 
child in the rainbow to the bottom left a different color of people.

– Jesse Jackson

“Our flag is red, 
white and blue, but 

our nation is a rainbow 
— red, yellow, brown, 

black and white.”
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The Busy Beez FLL Team from Kingsley-Pierson 
Qualifies for State Competition in January  
What is FLL?  
Each year in August, FIRST LEGO League introduces a scientific and real-world 
challenge for individual school teams to problem-solve, research and solve.  The 
robotics part of the competition involves designing and programming LEGO 
Mindstorms robots to complete tasks. The students work out solutions to the various 
problems they are given and then meet for regional tournaments to share their 
knowledge, compare ideas, and display their robots.  Students are judged on the 
robotic interview, the project interview and core values interview.  
One project was developed at the Kingsley-Pierson Middle School and centered on 
the issue of endangered honey bees.  After identifying the topic the students then 
designed a plan of action.  

Identifying a problem
Honey bees are dying from not having enough flowers to pollinate and their 
population is rapidly  decreasing. 

What we are doing to help 
We created a seed packet that will be distributed to individuals who are willing to 
plant the flowers. The seed packets are free.  The flowers are a wildflower mix which 
are native and will thrive with little care or attention.

Project Presentation
The students created a video documentary. They became news reporters and used 
a green screen app to transport them to a real news set.  They shared their video 
and research with their school and school website. The presentation was given at 
a FLL competition, and the basic solutions were discussed with a naturalist, YouTube 
and Kid Scoop News.  A brochure will be created to distribute at nature centers in 
Woodbury and Plymouth counties. 

How to Help
Individuals can help by picking up K-P Middle School seed packets or any native 
flowers that will provide food for the bees.  These middle school seed packets 
contain a wildflower seed mix which is better because bees prefer native plants.  

What we Lose 
If  humans do not protect the bees they will lose many plants including:  apples, 
mangos, kiwi, plums, peaches, strawberries, grapes, tomatoes, and even coffee. The 
students knew it was time to take action before it was too late.  

Remember it doesn’t matter how old you are to protect nature…believe it or not, we 
are in 5th grade to 7th grade. If you think that you are not old enough to make a 
difference think again. 

Written by Team Panthers Kingsley-Pierson Middle School

STEM

STEM Explosions…Check These Out!   
Have you ever done a project including science, technology, engineering, or math? 
Well, if you have then you’ve done a STEM project. Maybe you raced paper cars 
or, maybe you made a flotation device and saw how much it could hold up. It’s 
considered a STEM project if it includes science, technology, engineering, or math.
STEM instruction is just plain engaging. STEM is a fun and friendly way to learn the 
main school subjects! You can meet people by doing STEM. Some school projects 
that we have done are: Wind Powered Cars, Boat Building, and Catapult Building.  
STEM is easy and is for all ages. It’s great for families and friends together! You 
should try STEM sometime if you haven’t already!
Jack Van Holland  Mater Dei   Grade 8
Do you know what STEM stands for?  The S stands for science, the T stands for 
technology, the E stands for engineering, and the M stands for math. If you put that 
together you get, Science Technology Engineering and Math, STEM.  STEM includes 
a lot of projects to do, for instance building paper rockets, making cars from 
household scraps, or even making slingshots or catapults to launch marshmallows 
etc.  
Let me go into some history about STEM.  In 1996 the company National Science 
Education Standards saw the need for more science and math in kids lives. So, they 
created STEM a program that would allow kids to experience both at the same time. 
Since then STEM has become part of curriculum in most schools around the US. 
Now that you know more about STEM you should try it out for yourself. 
Ben Raymond   Mater Dei   Grade 8

The moon and the planets all have gravity. 
The moon has less gravity than Earth. That 
means you would weigh less on the moon, 

because less gravity pulls on you. If you 
weigh 60 pounds on Earth, you would
    weigh 10 pounds on the moon.

      How many pounds
       would a 60-pound person weigh

     on each of these planets? Do the math
to discover the answer.
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One day, 
according to a 
___________ 
story, a man 

named Sir Isaac 
Newton was 

_______ under 
an apple tree. An 
apple _______ 

on his head, and 
he suddenly 

__________ of 
the law of gravity. 

It is most likely 
that years of 

___________ 
things falling to 
the ground were 
what led to the 
___________ 

insight he called 
Newton’s Law 

of Gravity.

On Earth, gravity keeps the air around us (and everything else) from drifting off into space. Gravity pulls on 
everything–every rock, every grain of sand, every leaf and every person.

Your weight is determined by the pull of gravity on 
your body. If you weigh 60 pounds, then the pull of 
the Earth’s gravity on you is 60 pounds. The weight 

of a box tells how much gravity pulls on 
the box.

Standards Link: Earth Science: Students understand forces and know that gravity is not a physical object, but affects physical objects.
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                        A hockey puck 
slammed into the article about pucks, scattering the letters a, b and c. Can you put them all back where they belong?
Ho_key pu_ks weren’t _lw_ys 
m_de of _l_ _k ru_ _er like they 
_re tod_y. The e_rly pu_ks were 
pro_ _ _ly _ _lls, _ut other obje_ts, 
su_h _s stones, lumps of _o_l, or 
frozen _ow or horse poop were 
_lso used. Wooden pu_ks were 
used for m_ny ye_rs. Mothers 
sometimes put hot _ _ked pot_toes 
into their _hildren’s sk_tes so th_t 
the sk_tes would _e _ozy _nd 
w_rm when the _hildren re_ _hed 
the rink or pond. The pot_toes 
were not thrown _w_y. They 
eventu_lly froze and were used _s 
pu_ks. Although ru_ _er w_s 
invented in 1839, it w_sn’t until 
the l_te 1880s th_t someone
                    thought of m_king
                       ru_ _er pu_ks.

     uropean settlers 
in Canada developed 
the game of hockey as 
we know it today. The 
first rules of the game
       were published in a

Unscramble the answer!

     wish, click, swoosh. Swish,
       click. Click! Click! 
CLACK! “GOAL!”

These are the lively sounds of a 
hockey game!

Who were the first people to 
play hockey? No one knows for 

sure. But for many hundreds 
of years, kids have been sliding 
stones and other objects across 
ice with sticks and tree branches.

Over the years, in different parts 
of Europe, a variety of games 
played on ice with sticks and 
sliding objects were created.

Source: Backcheck: Hockey for Kids 
Library and Archives Canada

Standards Link: Physical Education: 
Understand the role of sport in a diverse 
world (e.g., the influence of professional 
sport in society).



To adopt a classroom, please call 712-293-4328  www.NIESiouxland.com © Vicki Whiting January 2017

9
Bump, Set, Spike! 20-19! One more point to win the championship! Do you want this 
excitement when you play a sport? Well….then you should play volleyball!
There are six positions in volleyball: right back, left back, labero, left hitter, right hitter 
(both also known as outside), and setter. I play on a Mater Dei team and a club team 
called MVP. My dad, the creator and owner of two teams of MVP, knows a lot about 
volleyball. He has coached college volleyball for 19 years and club volleyball for six 
years. He has taken his teams to the National Championship three times in a row! He 
won 1st place in the National Championship in 2015!  The trophy is huge and is in my 
room.  I feel pretty lucky to be on his team!
Elen Pruett   Mater Dei   Grade 6   

Basketball is the best sport I’ve ever played. It’s so much fun to play with your friends. 
There are a lot of things to do in basketball: dribble, shoot, go behind the back, and 
go through the legs. There are also a lot of positions: shooting guard, guard, small 
forward, point guard, and the center or power forward. I play for a Sader’s team and 
my coach is Ryan Meis. I’ve been playing basketball for Sader’s for 9 years. Basketball 
is something you can play in middle school, high school and college. Our first game was 
November 6th….and it’s been a nonstop journey!
Nathan Lawler   Mater Dei   Grade 6
                                                                                                                       
Do you like to play sports? Well, I do and I am going to tell you about a winter sport. 
My favorite sport is hockey. It is so much fun, and you play it with all of your friends. 
If you want to play hockey, you have to be willing to work hard because you run and 
skate at  all of your practices. When you play games, it is a lot of fun. It is like other 
sports; you work hard in practice, and then you have fun in games. One of the only that 
is different is that is done on ice.
One of the special things you get to do is to go to hockey tournaments. You get to play 
with your friends out of town. It is always interesting to eat at different places that might 
not have in your state. You get to compete against other teams out of town. You can also 
buy a t-shirt to remember the tournament you were in. Hockey provides many different 
experiences!
Landon Topf   Mater Dei   Grade 6

Have you ever played volleyball? There are so many things to learn in volleyball, like 
bumping, setting, and spiking.  I have to admit, they are all fun! You have to know those 
action steps in volleyball to be able to play different positions. This season I learned 
how to block.  Blocking happens when you jump up by the net and put your hands on 
top when another person is trying to spike it over the net. I love volleyball so much and 
I don’t think I could ever be on a better team. They all help me do things better. I would 
love to give a thank you to Roz Koob and Teresa Fitch for being such nice coaches.
Bella Woote   Mater Dei   Grade 6

Bump! Set! Spike! There goes the ball! Do you like volleyball? I love volleyball; it is my 
favorite sport. It’s awesome because you are with a team and people you like…can’t 
beat that! Volleyball is a sport where you need bumping, setting, and serving. You play 
on a court with six players. There are also AAU travel teams where you travel to different 
places and play. It takes lots of practice to go to AAU and confidence.   
Angelina Shaw

Bump! Set! SPIKE! If you’re looking for a sport to play, may I suggest volleyball? It is 
(in my opinion) the best sport around. The game is played like this; first you need at 
least six players on a team. Next, you get into positions, front right, front middle, front 
left, back right, back middle, and back left or server. The server slices the ball over the 
net and the other team volleys it back. We volley it back and forth, but if it falls on the 
floor depending on which side it falls on, the opposite side gets the point. You play until 
one team gets to 21. My coaches, Roz Koob and Teresa Fitch are super nice and very 
helpful. The gear you will need includes: spandex, kneepads, and a volleyball. Just 
warning, you that you might get sweaty (a lot). 
Zoey Vondrak   Mater Dei   Grade 6

It’s called volleyball, you silly goose! First, I’m going tell you how to pass. Make a fist 
with one hand and cover it with your other.  Have someone throw the volleyball to you 
or throw it up high and put your hands together and hit it right in between your shoulder 
and your hands.  Let’s learn how to serve over hand. Take the ball and put it in one hand 
and take your other hand and raise it up so it looks like an L. Next is the tricky part, 
(don’t bend your knees when you do this) lift your hand with the ball so the ball goes up 
and smack it. Remember practice makes excellence and excellence wins the game.
Maggie Breyfogle   Mater Dei   Grade 6

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

                    Can you redraw the pattern a skater left on the 
ice without crossing over any lines or removing your pencil 
from the page? 

Icy Art

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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Have you ever played volleyball before? Well, it’s the 
best sport ever! In volleyball there are six positions, 
three in front of the net to set or spike and three in the 
back to bump the ball. This sport is definitely filled with 
team work. If you don’t have team work, it will be hard 
to win games.
Here are some tips for playing volleyball. First, try your 
very best all day, every day. Next, always try to get 
after the ball and last, have fun!  We wear special gear 
in volleyball: kneepads so if you slide you don’t get a 
rug burn, shorts, t-shirt, shoes that are comfortable, and 
on game days you wear your volleyball jersey.
Cori Parry Mater Dei  Grade 6

Pass, set, hit! Playing volleyball is a fun sport you play 
in the fall. You play it with a volleyball indoors and on 
a club or school team. I play for the club MVP in the 
fall and winter, and it’s super fun. We get to go to lots 
of tournaments and games in the area. We travel to 
Omaha and Lincoln.  It’s really fun to go to different 
places and to play on a team. Volleyball is fun to 
watch and understand!
Matches are games that have two or three sets. Sets 
are mini games that consist of getting to 25 points. If 
you win the first set, but the other team wins the next 
set, then you would have to play a third set. The third 
set consists of 15 points instead of 25. In volleyball, 
there’s a tall net you have to pass, set, or hit over 
without the ball touching the ground. If you hit it over, 
the other team can block it so they don’t have to dig it. 
When the ball touches the ground, the ball and point 
is awarded to the team who didn’t let the ball drop. It’s 
super easy, right? Playing in a game of volleyball is a 
fun way to spend your time and going to tournaments 
is rewarding. I hope you can find a team to play on like 
me!
Logan  Mater Dei  Grade 6

Pop! That’s the sound football pads make when you hit 
someone hard; it’s a great feeling after you do it and 
the crowd starts cheering, “Great hit!” 
I remember when I hit someone with all my power. 
It was a great feeling. A lot of people ask if it hurt 
but honestly you don’t really feel it because of the 
adrenaline you explode! When you score a touchdown 
that also gives you a great feeling… but I’ll share about 
that later. One thing to know about football is not to be 
shy, just let it out.  Don’t be afraid to show the coaches 
what you can do but don’t do it too late. I made that 
mistake.
I’m going to talk about touchdowns. I’ve scored a 
couple; this year I scored one touchdown and one two 
point conversion. I liked my touchdown more because 
I ran 40 yards, I plowed one kid, and stiff armed 

another.  We ended up losing but it was fun. That’s my 
short story on football and I hope you liked it!
 Joseph Hope  Mater Dei Grade 6
 
Kick! The ball went flying into the goal. I was so excited 
when I scored that soccer goal. Have you ever scored 
a goal? It feels awesome…the best! Soccer is one of 
my favorite sports. I have been playing since 1st grade 
and continue to get better every year.
During my first game in the United League, I was our 
second best defender. Joe was our best. Other players 
would try to score but  I’d block them. That’s when 
coach said I was our second best defender. Guess 
what happened? We won! That’s how we got the team 
name Orange Crush, plus our jerseys were orange.
 Luka Ernesti  Mater Dei Grade 6

Do you know how the seasons work in the NFL and 
college football? Within college football, you have 
12 games in the regular season and the team might 
go to a bowl game. The top eight teams that win their 
divisions face off.  Face offs continue until there are 
two teams left.  The two teams play each other for 
the National Championship.  Last year Alabama, The 
Crimson Tide, won the championship when they beat 
Clemson, The Tigers. 
In pro football there are two divisions. They are the 
NFC and the AFL. Every team has sixteen games and 
the teams that win the most games in their league are 
in the playoffs. Eight teams go in and one comes out 
as the champion. They are the Super Bowl champs and 
every team looks to beat them the next season. Last 
year’s winners were the Broncos. NFL and college are 
alike but also different because in the NFL it is more 
competitive because of the rivalries. This is football for 
college and pro and how they become the best. 
Colin Hubbell  Mater Dei Grade 8 

Football is one of the harder sports to play and to 
play well. Have you ever played football? I play with 
20 other kids. I start on offense and defense. I am an 
outside linebacker and a slot receiver for my 8th grade 
Heelan middle school team. We won three games and 
lost three games; so we did all right this season.      
We practice in the same area as the 7th grade and the 
high school players. When we warn up, my favorite 
thing to do is the seal drill;  a drill where we all lay 
down then the coach says, “seal up!” We start making 
the noise of a seal for about five seconds. We need to 
have more practices in the season and more games to 
help us excel. I love the sport of football. I hope you 
play if you don’t already.  
Ethan Gilmore    Mater Dei
 

SPORTS, SPORTS & MORE SPORTS
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Write each of these words on a 
piece of card stock or index card. 

Place all 20 cards face down and 
play the game of Concentration. 

Take turns and turn over two cards 
at a time. If the two words don’t 
rhyme, turn the cards back over.

If you find a match, keep those 
two cards. If your opponent finds 
a match, they keep the cards.

The person who finds the most 
pairs wins.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow 
multiple-step written directions.
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Thrifty, you’re a genius! I have 
some toys, and comics, and...

That’s great, 
Fritter! When jobs 
aren’t easy to find, 

sometimes you 
have to think like 
an entrepreneur!

It’s a good thing I’ve been 
saving my money, Thrifty. No 
one has any little jobs for me 

this month!

I’m having 
a yard 

sale this 
weekend.
Do you 
have 

anything 
to sell? 

An entrepreneur (pronounced 
on-treh-preh-noor) is a person who 
sees a way to earn some money by 
solving a problem.

For example, lots of kids have 
learned that thirsty people on hot 
days will pay for a cold glass of 
lemonade.

It All Starts
Adding Up!
One way to make money 
is to get a job. But that is 
not possible for everyone. 
Oftentimes, kids can’t get 
jobs because they are too 
young to work.

But that hasn’t stopped 
kids around the world 
from finding clever ways 
of earning some cash by 
becoming entrepreneurs. 
It takes some creativity 
and patience, but you can 
be an entrepreneur too!

Write out a business idea for each of the problems below.

Talk to your child about ways 

they can earn a little money 

doing special chores or by 

gathering items for a yard sale.

Your neighbors are 
going on a two week 
vacation. They have 
two cats and a large 

�sh tank.

An elderly neighbor 
has a hard time 

getting to the store. 
She also has lots of 

leaves and weeds in 
her yard.

You hear neighbors 
complaining about 

how much they 
dislike washing their 
windows and other 

weekend chores.
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ALISHA RINKER  
PERSONAL BANKER ~ WESTSIDE BRANCH
WELLS FARGO MONEY MATTERS TIPS FOR KIDS

2220 HAMILTON BOULEVARD

American currency has a very interesting and colorful history. Below you will find 
just a few of the most interesting facts about money, details about its past and 
new changes in the future.

A penny costs 2.4 cents to manufacture. (Great Question…  Should the penny be 
eliminated?)
There is more Monopoly money printed every year than actual cash.
The largest denomination of US Currency was the $100,000 bill.
Americans spend $117 billion each year on fast food.
The U.S. has been making money since 1792.
Coins have ridges to protect against counterfeiting.
A $1 bill lasts 18 months; $5 bill, two years; $10 bill, three years; $20 bill, four 
years; and $50 and $100 bills, nine years. Coins can usually survive in circulation 
for about 30 years.
Living Presidents are banned from having their faces on currency.

Abraham Lincoln was the first American to be pictured on an American coin in 
1909
In the year 2020 the image of Andrew Jackson on the $20 bill will be replaced 
with the portrait of Harriet Tubman, an abolitionist from the 1800’s who helped 
rescue slaves.

These are only a few of the fun facts about the money we use every day. See if 
you can dig up other cool facts about American currency and send them in!

FUN FACTS ABOUT AMERICAN CURRENCY

Students from Mater Dei have been thinking about the 
difference between “wants and needs” and in December as 
the holidays are really about giving and we need to think less 
about in all the excitement.  It’s good to remember that there 
are things that we really ”need to” survive…and every once 
in a while, like at Christmas….we can make that little list of 
“wants”.
Have you ever thought of the differences between wants and needs? Well, I’m here 
to tell you the differences. When you want something you don’t actually have to 
have it. Your wants might be toys or candy. But, do you really need those? No. You 
might think you need those kinds of things to survive but you really don’t.
Your needs are the things that your life basically depends on. Your needs could be 
clothes, food, family, or even a home. Without your needs you wouldn’t be able to 
survive in the world. There are so many other things that you might need or want but 
I just named a few. So the next time when you’re at a store and you see a really cool 
toy that you want, think to yourself, do I really need it or do I just want it?
Abby Albenesius  Grade 6
Do you ever really NEED a new toy or game? You might try saying instead, that you 
want it. Kids everywhere in the world think that they will die without a toy. Many 
other kids don’t even have enough food. Parents try to provide as much as they can 
to make their children happy. Kids sometimes take what they own for granted; they 
may destroy, break, or ruin the things that they own. Wants are optional. A need is 
something like food, water, and shelter. So please respect what your parents get you 
and be grateful in your life.
Joseph Olson   Grade 6
Wants vs. needs… some kids think that they need an Xbox or the Wii U. But in 
reality, all that you really need are clothes, water, food, and a roof over your head. 
Some people don’t have it as easy as we do.  Kids think they can’t live without the 
latest edition Smartphone or brand-new iPod, but actually they can. Maybe there 
is pressure is to be like your friends and to get everything it seems they are getting. 
My advice, you don’t have to have all the latest.. just be kind and you’ll have it 
all. Always give to those who have less than you. That’s my message, always 
remember…be kind.
Jacob Bride   Grade 6

A few weeks ago was Christmas and I`m guessing on your list was probably a 
bunch of “want” things…items that you didǹ t really need. What̀ s the difference you 
might ask? Well, the difference is quite simple, because needs are things like shelter, 
food, warmth, education, and even feelings such as encouragement and love. Wants 
are just things that are nice to have… the latest Playstation or Xbox and even a 
television are all needs.  Ask yourself if you can live without it…and if the answer is 
yes, than that item is a “want”.
Brian Wilmes       Grade 6
What do you want or need? There is a huge difference between these two. Wanting 
something is not as important as what you need in life. A “need”  is what you is 
important for survival. So when you tell your parents you “want” a video game, the 
video game is not something you need.
Needing is something like food.  You do need food because that’s how you live. 
Needs are important for everyone who is living on their own or already grown up. 
Wanting is more kid like because we always want toys and stuff. Make sure you 
understand what you want or what you need because you’ll learn a really important 
lesson in life…
Vinney Pomerson  Mater Dei   Grade 7
Imagine that you were given money and told to go buy your lunch at the mall. While 
looking for food, you notice a super cool and glamorous action figure. You now 
wonder whether you should spend your money on lunch or on this action figure. In 
this scenario, you are choosing between a want and a need. A need is something 
you need to survive. You need to eat, so food is the need in this case. A want is 
something you don’t need, but it would make your life a bit more pleasant. You don’t 
need the action figure, but you would love to have it, so it is a want.
Needs should come before wants. This is a simple rule, but not always easy to 
follow. The next time you’re deciding what to buy, ask yourself, “Is this a need or a 
want?”
Ricardo Arteaga   Mater Dei   Grade 7
Have you ever said to your mom or dad, “I need a new phone!”? Well, you were 
wrong to use the word “need”  because you really “want” the phone.  Confused? 
That’s why I’m here. I am going to tell you the difference between wants and needs. 
A want is something that you would like to have…such as a dog, a Wii, a fish, 
anything like that but don’t absolutely need to survive. That’s where needs come in. 
Needs are things that you must have to survive such as clothes, food, and school 
stuff. So next time when you say, “I need a new phone!”  Think twice.  Is it a want or 
a need?
Laura Murray                 Mater Dei                                  Grade 8

WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE WHAT YOUR STUDENTS THINK ABOUT THE PENNY ISSUE.  
IT COSTS MORE TO PRODUCE THE PENNY THAN IT IS WORTH.  WHAT ARE SOME 

REASONS TO KEEP IT IN PRODUCTION.  SHOULD IT BE ELIMINATED?
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RESTAURANT REVIEWS
Restaurant Reviews….A Little Warming of the Soul with Good Food!
Yummm... the noodles at Hu Hot are so good, but of course there is much more you 
can choose to eat. You can get chicken strips and salads. There is rice to go on the 
side and more. For dessert you can have smores that are prepared on your table 
and topped with ice cream.
When you choose the noodles, it’s a several tables long buffet; they have many 
different food choices you can choose from. There are different meats and veggies 
(there are 2 different kinds of noodles you can choose from). Finally, the sauces 
and if you like it plain… choose sesame. If you like spicy, look at the signs that will 
help you to choose. Once you’re done, you give your masterpiece to the cooks. 
(One time someone was practicing while the other was cooking my food and one 
of his spatulas fell in the burner. It was really funny.) The other cook said that was 
his second time that day that it had happened! Once they give you your plate, you 
go back to your seat and …. Enjoy! 

Maggie Breyfogle  Mater Dei   
Grade 6

Have you been to Olive Garden? It is a great Italian 
restaurant. I love the bread sticks there. 

Do you like pastas and pizzas? 
Well, they have that, too. My 

favorite meals there 
are the pastas. I also 
like to have the pizzas. 
I love Olive Garden!

MMMMMMM. 
These are the 
sides, bread 
sticks, soups, 
and much more. 
My favorite side 
is the bread 
sticks. I love to 

dip them in the 
marinara sauce in 

my pasta. Do you like to 
do that, too? If you don’t 
like that then what do you 
like? I hope you try Olive 
Garden.
Luke Ernesti   
Mater Dei   

Grade 6

One of my favorite restaurants 
would be Olive Garden. At Olive 

Garden I like to get good and warm 
ravioli. The cheese filled stuff is the 

best because it gives the food 
the perfect texture. And then 

there is the amazing sauce that goes on top with extra shredded cheese with a 
nice glass of milk and then a fresh breadstick. That is one of my favorite meals to 
get at Olive Garden. Another amazing thing to get at Olive Garden would be nice 
warm tomato soup with grilled chicken on the side.  I highly suggest going to Olive 
Garden any day of the week. Their prices may be a bit expensive and there could 
be some waiting… but it is totally worth it! 
Taylor Jochum   Mater Dei   Grade 7

Have you ever been to Sunkist Bakery? I have and their donuts are amazing. On 
Saturdays they make huge donuts! I like vanilla donuts the best. You can also buy 
cakes, too. You should go there; it would be a great holiday treat. It’s located on 
Morningside Avenue. One day my mom surprised us with donuts from there. I 
would rate it five stars. In my opinion, it’s the BEST donut place by far!
Jacob Lafleur   Mater Dei   Grade 6

 This restaurant review will be about Cold Stone Creamery. Cold Stone is an ice 
cream parlor with many different flavors of ice cream and milk shakes. They have 
many different toppings. They have waffle cones and ice cream cakes. There is 
usually no wait and you can even sample some of the flavors.  Some of their flavors 
are vanilla, chocolate, cake batter, mint, cotton candy, pumpkin, and more. My 
favorite flavor is vanilla cake batter. I don’t usually like toppings though. I think Cold 
Stone is the best ice cream parlor, but that is my opinion. If you like lots of flavors, 
toppings, ice cream cakes, and milk shakes, this is the place to go!  
John Paul O’Connor

Sizzle! Clang! Clang! That’s the sound of the Hu Hot chefs cooking the food right 
in front of you; it’s so thrilling. I love going to Hu Hot with my whole family because 
we always laugh and have fun. Whenever we go to Hu Hot which isn’t very often 
we go up at different times but when my little brother JJ goes up he gets the most 
food and doesn’t even eat of quarter of it, and then goes up and gets more! He 
gets the little corn looking things and eats one bite like it is a regular size peace of 
corn and spits it out because he doesn’t like them but yet he always gets them. But 
whenever he does eat them and spit them out, we always laugh. And that’s why I 
love Hu Hot.
Joseph Hope   Mater Dei   Grade 6 

Starbucks is my favorite place to eat. The food is good, but the drinks are better. 
If you don’t like coffee you can drink the hot chocolate. They also have smoothies.  
My favorite drink is the Java Chip Frappe. You can bring your work there and sit 
down and have a good drink. The place is very quiet and relaxing. The workers 
are great; they get your food very fast. The cake pops are my favorite dessert. So I 
hope that you will go to Starbucks and try it. 
Madi Maas   Mater Dei   Grade 6

 

844 GORDON DR.
712.255.6891

LITERACY IS A GIFT  
THAT LASTS A LIFETIME.

CENTRAL 
Kitchen & Bath 

is a Proud Supporter  
of Siouxland Literacy!
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BIG BROTHERS, BIG SISTERS PAGE 
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:

LE MARS & SOUTH SIOUX CITY 

Lonnie Gustafson Interview
How many children have you mentored within your 
years with Big Brothers Big Sisters?
I have worked with six students:  Jesse, Jarred, 
Gage, Taylor, Adahir and Kody.
Why do you mentor?
Because I can. I have the time and what a sight 
it is for me to see that when I take a Little to do 
something he has never seen or been to before… 
this is important. It could be life changing. Life is 
short. Everyone should share with others and do 
something with someone.
What do you enjoy about mentoring?
If there is something I like to do, why would I do it 
by myself when I can do it with someone else who 
just might not have a chance to do it? An activity 
might be as simple as a bike ride or walk on a trail 
or even a walk through the sky walks downtown.
What have you learned from all the children that 
you have mentored?
That there are no two (Littles) are alike. Each has 

different likes and dislikes. One will eat anything, 
another will eat only burgers and fries. One might 
be willing to try new places, another not so. One is 
willing to be gone for hours from home; another is 
ready to home after an hour or so. It’s good for me 
because I have to try new and different ideas with 
each.
What advice do you have for those that have 
thought about mentoring?
You have the time.
What can you tell us about the different 
relationships/friendships that you have made that 
have continued past our program?
You would be surprised at the graduation notices I 
have received over the years. One mother has kept 
me up on her son’s life and what he is doing after 
high school. One is the manager of McDonalds 
and always has the time to visit with me when I 
am there. There is one family who has me over for 
every holiday. 
What has been your favorite memory?

When I went to Sandusky, Ohio by train with my 
second Little Brother, Jarred. We were in Omaha 
early to catch a 5pm train. His mother left us off 
at the station and then headed back to Sioux City. 
There we were with luggage at the station, no 
transportation anywhere other than waiting for the 
train. Once we got inside we were informed that 
the train was running eight hours late! What does 
one do with luggage and no place to go? We had 
a lot of time to do nothing. The one good thing was 
that the guy at the station did lock up our luggage 
even though he was not to do so. We walked to 
Old Town and spent many hours in shops, libraries, 
antique stores, eateries, post offices, parks, and just 
sitting, talking, and people watching.

At Big Brothers Big Sisters of Siouxland we 
believe that Lonnie has received as much as he 
has given and that it would be a pretty special 
world if every child had someone as special as 
him!

This month, Big Brothers and Big Sisters interviewed one of their very special “Bigs” Lonnie Gustafson.  Lonnie has been 
with Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Siouxland for more than 30 years, working with students of many different ages and 
sharing his insight on life, education, and getting along in the world.  Hats off to special folk like Lonnie who work hard to 
make our lives just a little bit better.

Fabulous Partnership…Big Brothers Big Sisters of Siouxland 
and..Beyond the Bell!
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Siouxland is partnering with Beyond the Bell this semester. The 
Beyond the Bell program is a before and after school program located in all 16 Sioux City 
elementary schools, all six South Sioux City elementary schools, and all three middle schools 
in the Sioux City Community School District .  This partnership will be initiated in the Irving, 
Hunt and Spalding Park Elementary Schools.
At Kid Scoop News we see this as a tremendous boost to both of these strong programs.  
Mentors for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Siouxland will have an easy access for activities, 
games, learning and mentoring all within the context of the school facility.  The Beyond the Bell 
Program will be able to generate positive ideas for the mentors and together they will build 
and even better experience for the student.  KUDOS to both programs for collaborating to 
better assist in the
learning experience for our students.
Children in the Beyond the Bell Program at Irving, Hunt, and Spalding Park Elementary Schools 
will have the opportunity to be matched in one-on-one mentoring relationships with community 
members.  These Big/Little matches will spend time together each week working on homework, 
playing games or sports, or any other of the many activities available while at Beyond the Bell.  
This partnership strives to help children achieve educational success, develop positive attitudes 
and competencies, and avoid risky behaviors by providing a positive role model. Any child 
who is enrolled in the Beyond the Bell Program at Irving, Hunt, or Spalding Park Elementary 
School is eligible to apply. Please see the Beyond the Bell Staff to fill out an application or call 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Siouxland at 712-239-9890. 
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Winter Writings from Mrs. 
Mitchell’s Third Grade Class 
at Lawton-Bronson 

One day my brother Brandon and 
I were sledding with our mom and 
dad.  It was Sunday and I was cold. 
We were racing our dad down the 
hills.  Brandon went on his own first. 
The second time we went together 
and won. But, Brandon tipped over 
the sled and I was cold.  Then we 
warmed up by the fire and had hot 
cocoa.
Ella K.

When I was in my room I wanted to 
go outside.  So I asked my dad if I 
could go in the snow.  He said, “Yes.” 
I got my coat, snowpants, and boots 
on.  I went to go clean the porch. 
When I got cold I went in my room 
and watched t.v.
Calleigh E. 

One chilly day when I was seven 
years old, I wanted to sled.  But, I 
was snowed in.  I was wearing long 
underwear. I went outside. I stayed 
there for one hour.
Landon G.

One time I went outside in a blizzard 
with my brother. We went to get 
Paxton. We all went to play in the 
snow. I had purple snow pants, a star 
coat, pink boots, and a bunny hat. 
We started to dig holes. After Paxton 
went home, Hunter and I went inside. I 
had hot chocolate and we watched t.v.
Payton L.

One day I was outside scooping at 
the fire station. But after that, I went 
sledding and that was fun. But, at 
least I was wearing my snow pants 
and boots. Then I got cold because I 
slipped on the ice when I let the dog 
out!
Kaden R. 

 

White blanket on the ground,
As you can see footsteps all around;
Kids playing games together,
Now because of the winter weather.
 It is January, 
 The weather will make us very weary;
But you can make it all seem fun,
Even when there is no sparkling sun. 
Snow is so white, 
Glistening so very bright;
Bringing joy,
At just its sight. 
Madilyn  Cramer   
Grade 7    
 
January is cold. 
It is getting old.
Christmas has passed. 
No more long Mass.
January 11th is my mom’s favorite 
day. 
You know why because it’s her 
birthday.
Winter seems so awfully nice.
But there seems to be a lot of ice.
Hot chocolate is just plain yummy
And it’s good for the tummy.
Sledding downhill is fun.
Out in the open in the great winter 
sun.
Keegan Flanigan   
Grade 7

Do you see white, glistening snow 
outside? Well if you do, then you 
should get out there! There are so 
many things you can do outside when 
it’s snowing. My favorite thing to do is 
go sledding! All you have to do is find 
a sled and a hill. It’s that easy…and 
it’s fun! It’s like having a rollercoaster 
right in your backyard. You can ride 
all day and it doesn’t cost a thing! I 
also really like having snowball fights. 
You can make forts and snowballs for 
ammo. Then just play and have fun. 
Anyone can do it. Make a snowman 
or snow angels for a change of pace. 
These are all fun things you can do 
with your friends, family, or even by 
yourself. So, the next time you see that 
it snows go outside!    
Ryelle Stanek  
Grade 7

Is winter your favorite season? I love 
winter, and it is my favorite season! 
You might ask the science behind 
snow?   Well ,I will tell you. It snows 
when temperatures are low, and there 
is moisture. Snow forms tiny icicles in 
the atmosphere. When the tiny icicles 
collide they stick together in clouds 
to form snowflakes. If enough icicles 
stick together they will become heavy 
enough to fall to the ground. 
 I am also going to share some 
interesting facts about winter! Earth 
is actually closest to the sun in winter. 
The average snowflake falls at three 
mph. A single snowstorm can drop 
39 million tons of snow. Around 12% 
of Earth is covered in snow and ice. 
The coldest temperature recorded 
was -189.4 degrees Fahrenheit. This 
temperature was in Antarctica in 
1983. All snowflakes have six sides! 
Also an average snowstorm will last 
two to five days, and will carry snow 
to multiple states.
Hannah Fitzpatrick   
Grade 7

Winter is cold
Snowstorms are bold
Ice is slick
Snow is thick
Snowball fights start
Snow angels are art
Snow days are fun
Cold days in the sun 
Hot chocolate is made
Warm weather fades
Red faces in cold
As Snowmen are rolled
Madi Koob    
Grade 8                              

Snowy owls,
Husky dogs.
Wolves howl,
Hoping no fog.             
I love sports,
All different kinds.
Playing on courts,
And staying in the lines.            
But the snow is so cold,
And so chilly.

It gets so old,
So instead I play with Billy.  
Liz Bracht

I love it when it snows!
I go inside to warm frozen toes.
I put away my cold, wet coat,
Put all the Christmas decorations in a 
tote
I look outside at one last snowflake,
Remembering  cold air that made my 
cheeks ache.
In January, we put away the 
Christmas tree,
I spend time with just my family and 
me.
I’m so happy it is almost spring,
Joyfully, I could almost sing!
Christmas really was so merry,
I can’t wait to see what happens in 
January
Briley Logan 
    
I love winter. I don’t really like the cold 
but I like to relax inside. I like to drink 
hot chocolate, wrap up in blankets, 
and watch the Bee Movie. My mom 
makes delicious cookies. I also go on 
my phone and play games.
I don’t like winter because I can’t ride 
my scooter. It’s also bad when I have 
to shovel or take the dogs out. Also 
,I’m late to school a lot more because 
we have to scrape the windows. I love 
winter more than I dislike it. (But I still 
can’t wait for summer!)
Carson Moyer    
Grade 6

Have you 

Mater Dei Nativity Students share their thoughts about winter in poetry and prose. 

WINTER WRITINGS
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ever gone sledding before? Well, I have and 
it’s super fun! The best place to sled at is a park 
called Sertoma. Sertoma Park is located in the 
Morningside area of Sioux City, Iowa. There is a 
kid’s park, a disc park, large hills (for sledding), 
and soon to be a sledding park. I can’t wait! After 
we are done sledding at the park we usually go 
somewhere to get hot chocolate, yum! My favorite 
place to get hot chocolate is Starbucks. 
Anna Fenton
                                                                                                                        
Have you noticed how cold it has been lately? That 
might be because it’s winter. It has been close to 
zero or negative temperatures lately. Hopefully, it 
warms up because I don’t like cold weather. I hope 
we don’t freeze this winter. There has been a lot of 
snow and not much sun. Make sure you are safe 
this winter. You should bundle with a winter coat, 
gloves, hats pants, socks, and scarves. Safety is 
an important issue so make sure you are safe. You 
could freeze without the proper supplies. The only 
good thing about winter is there are not as many 
spiders.
Luke O’Hern    Grade 6

Brrr! Winter season is here! That means so many 
changes are happening. Geese and birds have 
migrated south for the winter. Bears and other 
animals are hibernating. This means they eat a lot 
of food and go to sleep for a long time, waking up 
occasionally to eat. Baby animals are being born, 
too! The weather is changing! The temperatures are 
dropping and we are getting lots of snow. The first 
day of winter was December 21st, so it has been 
winter for about a month. 
Since the temperatures are dropping, we need 
to bundle up. When going outside to play, wear 
winter coats, gloves, and hats. Be sure to wear 

boots and snow pants too. Some fun things to build 
in the snow are snowmen and snow forts. Kids like 
to make snow angels and have snowball fights. I 
hope you had a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year!  Logan Miller

Winter is cold,
To survive you must be bold.
The snow is very fun,
But I like the warm sun.
Snowboarding is the best,
You’ll need a lot of rest.
Sledding is cool,
But you can’t be a fool.
Igloos are hard to make,
Even harder than a cake.
Anthony Courey

Winter is fun,
When you make  puns.
Outside you need to wear a coat,
But don’t try to drive your boat,
Igloos are hard to make,
Harder to make than a cake,
It stinks when you almost fall,
But then it’s fun to build a wall,
I love the snow,
Because you don’t mow,
In the snow, I love to run,
Building igloos having fun.
Ethan Gilmore

Snow covers the ground
Hot chocolate  made by the pound…
Snow days are a lot of fun
Until the day is quite done.
Snowballs fly everywhere,
Coldness fills the air.

People sled down the hill
And race back up before they chill.
There’s a snowflake on your eyelash
Each day goes by in a flash.
Inside everyone stays warm by the fire
While your clothes get cleaned in the dryer
 Ellie Koob                                               

Winter is cold
Snowstorms are bold
Ice is slick
Snow is thick
Snowball fights start
Snow angels turn into art
Snow days are fun
The day is still cold, even in the sun 
Hot chocolate is made
Warm weather fades
Faces turn red in the cold
Snowmen are rolled
 Madi Koob                                

Do you like winter? If so have you ever gone 
sledding? Sledding is where you go up a hill getting 
on your sled or sleigh and then go down! There 
are a variety of different sleighs or sleds you can 
use. Sometimes you can build a ramp at the end 
and fly off! One time my dad, his friends, and I 
went sledding but we didn’t use sleds or sleighs, we 
used tubes for quick tubing. There are a lot of ways 
that you could go down the hill with more than 
one person. We would have three and spin, and 
me being the smallest, would be first to fly off… so 
I would get the most air time. You should try it out 
today!
Joe Adams                                         

WINTER WRITINGS
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Abby ordered a pizza from Pizza A and another from Pizza B. Which one will get there first? 
Race against a friend or parent. One of you is the Pizza A driver and the other is the 

Pizza B driver. On your mark... get set... GO!

Unscramble these words to find out what toppings Abby ordered on her pizzas.



J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 7

Write out your list of 
10 long-term goals 
for the New Year.
New Year’s Day

This is a day off 
school when you 
can serve your 

community. For 
ideas visit 

www.mlkday.gov

Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day

Choose something 
new to make or do 
this month. Start 

collecting the 
materials you’ll 
need for a new 

hobby.
National Hobby

Month

Chart how many 
hours of sleep 

you get per night. 
Between 10 and 

11 should be 
your target.

Festival of Sleep
Day

Write down three 
trivia questions and 
quiz your parents or 
friends. Then have 
them ask you three 

trivia questions.

Trivia Day

Wrap up warm and 
go for a walk today. 

See how many 
different kinds of 

birds you can spot.
National Bird

Day

Today would be a 
good day to write 
thank you letters 

for all your 
Christmas gifts.

National Thank
You Month

Put together a 
family calendar for 

the entire year. 
Mark everyone’s 
birthday, school 

holidays, 
anniversaries and 

special days.

Fill five or six 
glasses with different 

amounts of water. 
Make a tune tapping 
them lightly with a 

wooden spoon.

Which is the most 
cluttered part of 
your room? Get 

containers together 
and organize the 
clutter, label the 

containers and throw 
away or recycle 

unwanted pieces.

30 minutes of 
walking can boost 
your brainpower. 

Start walking with 
some friends daily.

Why is milk 
important? Discuss 
the different ways 

you consume milk? 
What is your favorite 

milk product?

Find a chore to do 
at home or ask a 
parent to allocate 
a chore. Give it an 

extra effort and 
see if you can 
accomplish 

something today.
Work Harder Day

Make a map 
today of your 

home and yard, 
as if you are 

looking down on 
it from above. 
Use color to 

show different 
elements.

Sprint from one end 
of a basketball court 

to the other. How 
many times can you 
go back and forth in 

10 minutes?

Look through a 
page in the 

newspaper and find 
a word you do not 
understand. Look 
up the meaning in 

a dictionary.

Discuss frost today 
in class. What does 
it look like and feel 
like? How does it 
form? Or make a 
fruity frost treat at 
home by mixing 

different fruit juices 
and freezing them.

Ben Franklin was 
born on this day in 
1706. Discuss his 
accomplishments 
and inventions. 
Why are these 
important to us

all today?

Invite some 
friends over 
or gather the 

family 
together for

Family Game
Night

Lewis Carroll 
was born on this 

day on 1832. 
Make a drawing 

of one of the 
characters from 

Alice in 
Wonderland.

Get a group 
together. Choose a 
tune you all enjoy 

and play your 
kazoos together.

Kazoo Day

Find a puzzle in 
Kid Scoop News 
and work with a 
friend to find the 

solution.

National Puzzle
Day

What did you do 
this month to stay 
healthy? What will 
you carry forward 

to stay healthy 
next month?

National Staying
Healthy Month

Jackie Robinson 
was born on this 
day in 1919. He 
was a great all 

round sportsman. 
Participate in a 
sport today in 

honor of Jackie 
Robinson.

Save up for 
something special! 

Start a jar or a 
piggy bank and 
put in change 

whenever you can.

For tonight’s 
movie, rent a movie 

with a winter 
theme. Make a 

big bowl of 
popcorn and enjoy

the show.
Family

Movie Night

Help a parent make 
a big bowl of soup 
for dinner tonight.

National Soup
Month

Make a January 
scrapbook. Include 

photos of all the 
family and 

memorabilia from 
special events and 

excursions this month.

Write a one 
paragraph 

description of your 
favorite pie, what 
is in it and why it 
is your favorite.

National Pie Day

Try to say as 
many nice things 

to people as 
possible today.

National
Compliment Day

How many 
different 

“opposites” can 
you think of today. 

Make a list and 
add to it throughout 

the day.
Opposites Day

31
Tick the box on each 
day when you have 

completed 20 minutes 
of reading. Children 

who develop a love of 
reading will become 
better students and 

build a better future.
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        ea otters spend a lot of time swimming and hunting 
         for food, but still have plenty of time for play. And 
watching a sea otter 
at play brings a 
smile to nearly 
anyone’s face.

Sea otters are mammals and 
need to breathe air. They rest 
on their backs riding the 
        swells of the sea. To 
        keep from floating away,
       they wrap themselves in 
     kelp that is growing out of 
 the sea floor.

         ea otters have very little 
          body fat and rely on their 
         fabulous fur to keep them 
warm in the cold Pacific ________. 
Their fur is thick—really thick— 
perhaps the ___________ fur in the 
world. If you were to put a penny on 
a sea otter, it would ____________ 
about 250,000 hairs. That is more 
than twice the _____________ of 
hair on your entire head.

Otter fur holds tiny air bubbles, 
which serve as insulation against 
the ____________.

If a sea otter’s fur gets __________, 
it won’t hold air as well. These 
creatures clean themselves often so 
that their fur can do its job.

Sea otters eat crabs, clams and red sea urchins. Cracking the 
hard shells of these animals is a challenge, but the sea otter has found 
a solution. It is one of the few animals to use a tool.

A hungry sea otter finds a rock on the sea floor, tucks it beneath a flap 
of loose skin under a forelimb, grabs a few clams and swims to the 
surface. Once there, the otter rolls over onto its back and places the 
rock on its chest. It bangs a clam against the rock until it breaks open 
then scoops out and eats the morsel of meat.

Standards Link: Life Science: Students 
know that living organisms have distinct 
structures and body systems that serve 
specific functions in survival.
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Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

OTTERS
PACIFIC
KELP
URCHINS
CLAMS
TOOL
DENSEST
MORSEL
SWELLS
SOLUTION
BUBBLES
WEIGHT
SMILE
HAIR
ROCKS
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Standards Link: Number Sense: Solve problems using addition.

Miraculous Migration of  
the Monarch Butterfly 
 
A cold, snowy day is a good time to 
begin planning a monarch friendly 
garden!  It’s a good time to grab those 
seeds catalogs and begin planning 
which plants would make good 
companions for milkweed.  It’s also 
a great time to discover which plants 

attract not only monarchs, but also other beneficial pollinators.  Since there’s 
lots of time before spring, you can also plan where to plant your milkweed.  
Since the monarch caterpillars only eat milkweed, it’s a good idea to plant 
milkweed in patches of 6 plants.  That way those hungry caterpillars won’t run 
out of their incredible shrinking food source.
Good annuals to plant to attract monarchs include:  cosmos, lantana, 
marigolds, Mexican sunflowers, verbena and zinnias.  Bee balm, goldenrod, 
asters, purple coneflowers and Joe-pye weed are good perennials to plant.  
When I went to the Clay County Fair last year, there was a huge garden with 
New England asters.  It had attracted lots of monarch butterflies.  
Another good winter project is to build a tomato cage caterpillar house.  All 
you need is a flower pot, tomato cage and netting.  Put the tomato cage 
into the flower pot.  Cover with netting and tie at the top.  You will have an 
opening on the side so you can add your milkweed and caterpillars.  Use 
clothespins on the side so your caterpillars don’t escape!  You are now ready 
to begin collecting caterpillars and eggs in the fall.  Don’t forget to feed your 
caterpillars!  Cut milkweed and put it into a container, such as a water bottle or 
small vase that has water to keep the milkweed fresh.  Think of milkweed as a 
salad for caterpillars.  We eat fresh salad and caterpillars like fresh milkweed 
too!  You could also plant milkweed in your flower pot!  Make sure that you 
check your milkweed for any unwanted insects.  Some will eat your caterpillars!  

Make sure your milkweed hasn’t been sprayed.  It’s now time to enjoy the 
amazing metamorphosis of your caterpillars to butterflies
Mary Siepker, Retired teacher 

There are many reasons we follow the migration and experiences of the 
monarch butterfly at Kid Scoop News Siouxland.  The monarch butterfly is 
a major pollinator and according to the World Wildlife Fund, considered 
an endangered species.  We have seen in the United States a declining 
population in both the eastern and western parts of the North American 
range.  Critical to the monarch’s existence is the milkweed loss in the 
Midwest.  Our Mary Siepker is providing teachers and 
students wonderful information about how to 
build the population back up 
and increase the 
likelihood 
of the 
monarch 
continuing 
to pollinate 
needed 
plants in our 
diets.
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E D I T O R ’ S  P I C K by Vicki Whiting, Kid Scoop News 

     f it is too cold to go outside, you can �nd  
      plenty of fun things do inside! Here are  
      activities that will keep your kids active 
and having fun, even if the weather 
prevents playing outdoors.

Hang large sheets of paper on 
a wall to make a giant canvas. 
Get out crayons, markers or 
paint and let the creativity �ow! 

Grab a roll of masking tape or painter's 
tape to lay out a hopscotch design on 
your �oor. 

Put on some music and dance together. Raise  
    your heart rate, raise your voice to sing and  
    laugh and all the while create memories  
     that will last. Make cellphone videos to  
share with family and friends that live far 
away and challenge them to a winter
dance competition!

Pair up! Face your partner and have one 
person be the mirror. The person who is not  
     the mirror takes a pose. The “mirror”  
         tries to match the pose as quickly  
           as possible. Switch roles.

               Print out your favorite family  
               pictures and start a scrapbook  
               of family memories.

               Take some time to help other  
          people. Make cards for people  
        con�ned indoors and/or veterans. 
Go through clothes and toys and �nd ones 
you can clean and donate. 

Look in the library for plays for kids. Have 
your children decide on a play and then go 
through the steps to put on the show. 
(They can just select a scene or two and 
include some friends to join in the fun.)

Wall Art

Indoor Hopscotch

Mirror Madness

Memory Book

Help Others

Memory Book

Dance! Dance! Dance!

          ay your child an 
      allowance, in coins. 
Elementary-aged 
students need lots of 
practice counting coins. 
If their allowance is a 
dollar, give it in four 
quarters one time, ten 
dimes another time, 
20 nickels another. 

Then, start to mix it up. 

How many di�erent 
ways can dimes, nickels, 
pennies and quarters be 
combined to make a 
dollar?

Show how many dimes, 
nickels and pennies can 
be combined to make a 
quarter.

Look at the prices of 
cans of food, have your 
child count out the 
number of coins needed 
to buy a can.

Some people have 
suggested that we no 
longer needs pennies. 

Have a dinner table 
discussion about 

the pros and cons of 
eliminating pennies.

Imagine being left behind on a small 
island when your family and friends all get 
into a boat and sail away. 

In the Newberry Award-Winning book, 
Island of the Blue Dolphins, 
that is exactly what 
happens to Karana, an 
Indian girl who, for many 
years, lives alone on a 
Paci�c Island. The book 
is based on the true story 
of Juana Maria, a Native 
American left alone for 18 
years on San Nicolas Island 
during the 19th century.

The island is full of natural beauty and 
animals. Around it, blue dolphins swim, 
otters play and sea elephants and sea 
birds abound. 

In O’Dell’s beautifully crafted 
book, Karana keeps herself alive by 
building shelter, making weapons, 
�nding food and �ghting the wild 
dogs that see her as prey. 

Read the book aloud to your children 
and let O’Dell take you all on an 
amazing adventure of survival and, at 
the same time, a tale of natural beauty 
and personal discovery.

By Scott O’Dell  •  Published by Houghton Mifflin Company
Island of the Blue Dolphins
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Each month, we select a special section from the LaunchPAD Children’s Museum to highlight.  We are 
extremely lucky in Siouxland to have such a wonderful place for parents and children to go…for exploration, 
sensory development, play and fun!  Kid Scoop News Siouxland supports the on-going efforts of all 
Siouxland’s special spots where children continue to learn in a hands-on, minds-on way.

• LaunchPAD Children’s Museum
• Hands-on exhibits and programs to inspire a child’s creativity and 
   imagination.
• Encourages open-ended exploration and problem solving.
• Designed for children ages 6 months through 10 years.
• Promotes Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM).
• Provides real life examples of regional business and industry.
 

The Water Table:  Water invites multisensory explorations by children of all ages. In simulated river channel, children investigate the physical and aesthetic 
properties of water, learn to channel water with moving islands and a mill, 
and manipulate water through the lock and dam system. Discovering and 
experimenting with water fosters intuitive, curiosity-driven learning.

The Flight Zone and The Scarf Shooter: In the Flight Zone, children learn about 
aerodynamics as well as trial and error by creating and testing their own 
flying creations. The Scarf Shooter gives kids the chance to maneuver different 
pathways for scarves and balls to fly through.  Air provides an excellent 
springboard to scientific investigation and an early introduction to physics.

On Monday, December 12th, eight 
student feature reporters from Kid 
Scoop News met with Ally Karsyn, 
Arts Producer and Announcer from 
the Siouxland Public Media Station.  
Earlier in two Kid Scoop News 
issues, these reporters interviewed 

friends and family members for a special story section on oral histories.  As Siouxland 
Public Media Station is all about sharing stories, Ally had the students tape the stories 
for a special radio session.  At  Kid Scoop News, we see the opportunity to share 
writings in an oral fashion as another extension of literacy…and we believe this 
experience was one that was exciting and fun for the writers. 
In the classroom, teachers use the Readers’ Theatre idea to help bring a realistic 
approach to plays and programs through the repeated script readings.  If you’ve 
ever been in a Readers’ Theatre group, you know that being part of a small reading 
group is exciting and a fun way to read out loud to younger students and your class 
members.
 Here are some basic characteristics of a Readers’ Theatre:
• You do not have to memorize your part; you get to read from a script.
• Generally, your part isn’t too long, just right!
• It’s fun to use tall stools to sit on, and be the character in your script.  
   Sometimes you can frame your reading on colored construction paper for 
   a little more “glamour”.
• Teachers always talk about fluency…this is a great way to work on your
   speed, expression and rhythm in the reading.
•  You get to practice and perform!  It’s a very safe way to read in front of 
    people, you support each other on stage
Reading to perform on the radio is a little different from classroom reading as you 
don’t have a “live” audience.  A “live” audience would be people watching and 

listening to you read.  You would think that this would be easier, but without the 
audience, you aren’t sure how the reading is going.
• Remember to read with expression and meaning.
• Listen to the announcer or radio host as they give you advice on how to 
   use the microphone.
• Practice before the reading.
• Imagine you are telling a story to younger students…this helps to 
   you to use the “stage” voice.
Whether a teacher uses Readers’ Theatre or Radio Shows in the classroom, each 
experience helps readers to become better readers, writers and audience members!
We want to thank Siouxland Public Media and especially Ally Karsyn for this 
opportunity and hope we might be able to perform again! Be sure to tune in to KWIT 
Siouxland Public Media in January.

Bella Taylor, Mara Aesoph, Natalie Bousquet, Chloe McClure, Isabel 
Martinez, Brianna Martinez, Sophia Dreeszen, Sarah Fabre, and 
Christian Nelson

The Sioux City Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center will kickoff the new year with “Campfire Tales” on January 14, 2017. 
Kids will create stories using a variety of props inspired by the Lewis & Clark expedition. Then, they will share these stories 
around an (indoor) campfire. The program will begin at 1:00 pm and last approximately 45 minutes, recommend for kids 

ages 7-12. Admission and materials will be free.
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When you touch a germ, it clings to 
your hand. Then when you touch 
your mouth, eyes or nose, the 
germ slips into your body. Or 
if you touch some food, the 
germ moves onto the food, and 
when you eat the food, the germ 
gets inside. When someone sneezes, 
   germs fly into the air. Take a breath near 
   that person, and the germs may get 
   into your lungs. Gross!

Have you noticed kids and teachers absent from school? 
Most likely they have come down with a cold or the flu. 

Colds and the flu are caused by germs.

What is a rhinovirus? 
It’s the name of the germ 
for the common cold!

Find the two identical germs.

Germs that cause colds and flu are called viruses.

1. When a virus germ gets inside your body, it 
finds a healthy cell and digs its way inside.

2. Then it begins to multiply. One virus germ 
becomes two. Two become four. Four become 
eight.

3. Soon the cell is full of hundreds of virus germs.

4. The germs break out of the healthy cell.

5. Each germ finds another healthy cell and 
begins multiplying. Soon there are millions of 
virus germs in your body.

Number the pictures in order to 
show how a virus germ makes 
you sick.

Standards Link: Health: Students understand how 
diseases are transmitted.

Use the germ code to find out what 
you should do if you catch a cold.

a  e  i  o  u
G   t l    ts     f r    st, dr   nk 
l    ts     f l   q        ds    nd 

e   t h      lthy f       ds.

Standards Link: Health: Students understand the causes and 
recognize symptoms of common diseases.
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.
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RHINOVIRUS
WARRIORS
COUGHING
CELLS
TISSUES
GERMS
BREATH
CLINGS
SICK
COVER
VIRUS
COLD
WHITE
SOAP
LUNGS

Standards Link: Students understand ways to prevent diseases.

This cold germ doesn’t want you to 
know how to stay well and has taken 
some words out of the tips. Can you 
find where each one belongs?

1. Wash your ______ frequently 
using soap and water.

2. Keep some antibacterial hand 
____ in your desk to use when 
you can’t get to a ____ to 
wash your hands.

3. Stay away from people 
who are __________ or 
coughing. Ask them to cover 
their _______ with tissues when 
they sneeze or cough so the 
______ get thrown away with 
the _________.

Babysitting at Its 
Best….Take the 
American Red Cross 
Training
Being a leader in preparing 
our generation of babysitters 
can be overwhelming, but 
the American Red Cross 
and Mercy Health Hospital 
takes this role very seriously.  
Babysitting is more than 
playing a few games with 
younger children and making 
them a peanut butter sandwich 
for lunch and this winter, at 
Mercy Health Hospital, two 
classes have been offered to 
help train new babysitters.
Students must be at least 11 
years old and need to register 
for the classes.  These classes 
are prepared for students 
who will be babysitting 
neighborhood children or and 
their own siblings. Some of 
the advanced classes allow 
students to earn a babysitting 
certificate that will show 
employers of the achievement 
and help secure babysitting 
jobs.
Kid Scoop News will have two 
feature reporters (Alexis Bell 
and Chloe McClure)  taking 
the December 30th class 
and in the February issue of 
Kid Scoop News, they will 
share their experiences.  We 
would love to hear from our 
readers about babysitting 
experiences….real or 
imagined!

Red Cross  
Babysitting Class

For Children Ages 11-15

Saturday January 14, 2017
Mercy Medical Center

8:30am-4:00pm

Come join us for a one day class  
and leave as a certified babysitter.

  
Our American Red Cross Instructor 
will cover basic childcare, leadership 

skills, bedtime, how to handle  
difficult behavior and safety.  

Receive hands on practice and  
scenarios with bottle-feeding, 
spoon-feeding, and diapering.  

Learn what to do for a conscious 
choking infant and child and  
emergency care and first aid.  

Cost of $39 includes lunch,  
snacks, mini first-aid kit,  
book/cd and certificate. 

 
Registration is available online at  

mercysiouxcity.com/classes-events  
or by calling 712-279-2989.
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The Series of Unfortunate Events      
Lemony Snicket 
One day on a beach,
Mr. Poe gave a speech,
About a fire,
That will make their luck expire
And on they went,
To see their luck get bent,
The Count Olaf came into their life,
And he tried to make Violet his wife…
Colten Wolf    
Mater Dei  Grade 6 
(Read the series and then catch the movie…there is 
also a new series being developed!)

We must admit, the Series of Unfortunate 
Events, which includes 13 children’s novels 
by Lemony Snicket (the pen name of American 
author Daniel Handler), is one of our favorites! 
The series follows the lives of Sunny, Violet, and 
Klaus Baudelaire after their parents’ death in a 
very peculiar and suspicious fire.  We first meet 
the villainous Olaf who claims to have known their 
parents well, and he attempts to steal their vast 
fortune.  It is the type of reading that is difficult to 
put down…and there is a real reader’s need to 
get to the next book in the series!  The movie and 
TV series capture the innovative sets that seem 
almost futuristic, yet something from the past…very 
unique and interesting!  Be sure to check the books 
out in your local library or find them at our local 
bookstores…like The Book People!

Diary of a Wimpy Kid    
Jeff Kinney

Diary of a Wimpy Kid.
When you read it, don’t skid.
To read this interesting book,
You will need just a small look.

 
The characters are 
pretty funny,
The book itself….
just doesn’t cost much 
money.
This series has such a 
good writer.
Jeff Kinney may be a 
book liker’s fighter.
Kyle Martin  
  

Mater Dei  Grade 7

Diary of a Wimpy Kid    
Jeff Kinney
Our main man Greg is very skimpy,
Greg and Heffley act very chimpy.
Rodrick plays some very loud drums,
In their family…there are three sons.
Greg appears to be very unlucky,
He certainly never has any money,
He may see not so very funny.  
(But his problems end a little sunny.)
Luke Longval    
Mater Dei  Grade 7

Harry Potter
Harry Potter hated his uncle’s house. 
Where he was treated like a mouse.
But then one day he got the letter.
That said they would treat him better.
They told him he’d be a wizard.
He felt like he was in a major blizzard.
So he went with Hagrid out of the valley,
And they walked slowly through the alley.
The rest you will now have to find out
When the new Harry Potter comes out.
Zoey Vondrak   
Mater Dei  Grade 6

This book is called The Iron Trial. 
It‘s about as long as the Nile! 
Constantine Madden is the bad guy. 
He is cruel and so sly.

This is about learning magic,
It is also very tragic.
He gets a pet he calls Havoc.
Some people are even telepathic!

Next book in the series is The Copper Gauntlet,
While you read this book better drink hot chocolate.
There are seven different teachers.
After that ending…I will need a breather!
Liam Cleary    
Mater Dei  Grade 7

Mrs. Klinker’s third grade students from 
Cherokee Elementary send us a few books for 
winter consideration!

Hello, my name is Grady Mizner-Fundermann.  I 
am reading the book called, Goosebumps.  Let 
me tell you a little bit about what I am reading.  My 

book is super scary and creepy.  I like the things 
like that.  There is a whole series of Goosebump 
books.  If you like creepy, spooky things then you’ll 
like the Goosebump books.

Hello, my name is Addison Schubert.  I am reading 
the book called  Judy Moody Mood Martian.  
This book first starts with Judy in a bad mood and 
she didn’t like it.  So she said that she should be in 
a good mood for a whole week. She finger knitted 
and suddenly the knitting took over the whole 
house. If you like funny books then you would like 
Judy Moody books.

Hello, my name is Angie Lara.  I am reading the 
book called  Owl Diaries.  In my book all the 
owls are at a wedding.  Sue is the mean girl in the 
story.  She wants to jump rope because she thinks 
the wedding is boring.  If you like reading funny 
stories about owls then you’d like this book.

Hello, my name is Gerrit DeVos.  I am reading a 
book about the Super Bowl called  What is the 
Super Bowl.  In my book it tells about how they 
made the Super Bowl.  If you like football then you’d 
like this book.

Hello, my name is NyAnna Pierce; I am reading the 
book called, Harry Potter.  Let me tell you a little 
about the book.  Harry Potter is sent to a magical 
school to learn magic. When he gets to the school 
he is sent to a chamber.  I haven’t finished the rest of 
the book yet but I love reading it and you will, too.

Hello, my name is Alivia Schmillen and I am 
reading the Pet Fairies series, Harriet the 
Hamster Fairy is about a hamster.  Harriet is 
always losing her hamster because goblins keep 
taking her stuff.  It’s a really funny book about 
hamsters.  I think you’d like it.

Hello, my name is Nora Hare.  I am reading the 
book called, Miss Mary is Scary.  Let me tell 
you a little bit about what I am reading.  Miss Mary 
is a student teacher from England.  A.J. thinks she 
is really weird. If you like My Weird School Daze 
books then you will like reading this book.  

Hello, my name is Cameron Kohn; I am reading the 
book called, Puppy Place. It’s about a dog named 
Jack.  He can’t find a home But he is fostered by a 
family.  In the book he finds a family to love him.  If 
you like dogs then you’ll like this book.

Let’s Start the  
NEW YEAR 
with some 
FABULOUS BOOKS!
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A Day On
mlkday.gov
The Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service embodies many 
of the shining principles that guided Dr. King’s life. Here is a 
reminder of why people should serve, how they can do it, 
project tips, toolkits, resources, partners and news. They refer 
to the holiday as “A day ON, not a day OFF.”

Celebration
theholidayzone.com/mlk/
There are many wonderful websites about Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. This site does a great job of making a large and 
complicated topic accessible to students.

Matching Game
holidays.net/mlk/
If you need a place to start learning about Dr. King and the 
Civil Rights Movement, this is the place. Links lead to a 
biography of Dr. King, Rosa Parks, the holiday in his honor, 
the text of his “I Have a Dream” speech, cards and a list of 
book recommendations.

If You Lived at the Time of Martin 
Luther King
by Ellen Levine, illustrated by Beth Peck

Rather than a 
biography of 
Martin Luther 
King, this book 
provides an 
explanation of 
why the Civil 
Rights 
Movement was 
needed. It 
shows what life 
was like in the 
1950s and 60s 
when there was 
segregation and black children could not play with white 
children or use the same restaurants, bathrooms or even 
drinking fountains.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid,
People focus on what he did.
He also seems very wimpy,
At the same time… very shrimpy! 
Greg and Rowley are good friends, 
They will be until the end.
This book appears to read as funny,
And my rap is very punny. 
This diary book is quick and great, 
I promise you it’s one to not hate.
Greg does badly in his school, 
Because he likes to play a fool.
Keegan Flanigan    
Mater Dei  Grade 7

Cursed Child is the book,
You’ll need only a look.
Cuz’ Harry’s a wizard,
He could turn you into a lizard.

Harry Potter is his name,
And with it he takes a lot of fame.
He seems to have no real shame,
And he certainly is no so lame.

There are both books and movies,
They are both pretty groovy.
Ron and Hermione are his friends,
And they will be until the end.
Nathan Lawler    
Mater Dei  Grade 7
The Selection is a fight for the crown.
The family stays back in their town.
Their daughter has risen to convince,
She’d compete to be married to the 
prince.
You should read this amazing book.
It has a very neat and tidy look.
It is very inspirational and leading,
Hope to see you soon reading!
Elen Pruett    
Mater Dei  Grade 6

Dauntless
Impossible
Very good book
Erudite
Riding trains
Good friends
Exciting 
Nice people
Truth
Divergent!  
Luka Ernesti

Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry
Always
Ron’s his best friend
Ravenclaw, Slytherin, Hufflepuff, & Gryffindor
Yearns to be normal 
Privet Drive
Owl named Hedwig
The Boy Who Lived
The Deathly Hallows
Elder Wand
Resurrection Stone
Harry Potter
Brooklyn Roder   
Mater Dei  Grade 6



28

To adopt a classroom, please call 712-293-4328  www.NIESiouxland.com © Vicki Whiting January 2017

the money to buy a nice 
gift for the birthday kid.

Other families think the 
tradition of birthday gifts has 
gotten out of hand, and that 

kids need to be more focused 
on the fun and games

 of a party, and not 
so much on who 

gives who the 
best gift.

For some kids, getting
invited to a birthday
party might make them

worry. Why? Because
they just don’t have

Here are six ideas that turn a birthday 
party into a party that is fun for 

everyone and that makes a difference 
in the community!

Write on the party invitation 
“presence/no presents.”

Ask those invited to bring their
favorite new or used book to donate
to a library or shelter or have all those 
invited exchange books at the party.

Suggest that guests bring a canned food 
item to give to the local food pantry. 

Ask the guests to bring a smile, 
themselves, and their favorite birthday 
wish song.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Instead of a gift, ask guests to bring 
a favorite memory of a time with 
the birthday child. They may choose 
to draw and bring with them a 
picture or a photo that reminds them 
of the special memory. 

Make a fancy homemade certificate 
giving the birthday child the gift of 
a special outing or a sleep over. 

5.

6.

What do you think? Can 
birthday parties be just as 
much fun with or without 
presents? Talk it over with 
your friends and family.
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Winter Haiku
A Haiku is a type of poetry that is generally written in three lines.  A genre that developed in Japan, it is often written about 
nature.  The American form of haiku in the classroom is seen with three lines:  first line, 5 syllables, second line 7 syllables 
and the third line having five syllables.  The idea with haiku is to create a snapshot image in the reader’s mind.  While 
appearing simple, it is really a difficult type of poem to write as you have few words to describe that picture.

Mrs. Paulsen’s third grade class from Moville 
created winter poems that suggest cold weather, 
snow, and ice ahead!

Snow is falling down.
I see snowflakes falling down.
Icicles melting.  Alison A.

Snow falls on the ground.
I see snow hills on the trees.
I like to ice skate.  Shaelee B.

Winter is so snowy.
Icy bare trees everywhere.
White is on my face  Nathan B.

Snow falls on the ground.
In the forests trees are bare.
Animals will run.  Kayser B.

White snow is falling.
Deer are running through the snow.
I see birds flying.  Colin B.

Deer running around.
Snowflakes falling all over.
Snowflakes gently fall.  Brody B.

Skating on the ice.
Leaving deer tracks in the snow. 
Making snow angels.  Daniel D.

I see the big deer.
I see the pheasant flying.
I want to hunt deer.  Joe D.

I see dark brown grass.
Kids are playing snowball fight.
Snowflakes on my tongue.  Sophie F.

Snow is falling down.
Windy blizzard falling down
Snow is on my hands.  Katlynn F.

Snow is falling down.
Snowy hills in the ditches.
Snowmen wearing hats.  Dylan F. 

Snow sprinkles come down.
Snow whips to the ground so fast.
Ice melts so quickly.  Jackson G.

There’s a blizzard here.
Hot chocolate on the fire.
The winter is cold.  Carter H.

Icicles melting.
Blizzards forming all around.
Cold snow on the ground.  Maxon H.

Ice at Battle Lake.
I love to roll in the snow.
I see white snowstorms.  Miley K.

There is frozen ice.
I see snowflakes falling down.
I make an igloo.  Dylan M.

I eat icicles.
There are lots of blizzards.
There are some bare trees.  Devin M.

I see a snowstorm
Snowflakes going on my nose.
My cheeks are so cold.  Ella O.

The tree is bare now.
Snowflakes are gently falling.
Snow white as cold ice.  Isabella P.

White snow on the ground.
Very big hills of snow.  
Water turns to ice. Rachel P.

Warm steam in the air.
The ground is very frozen.
The air is so cold.  Annika R.

Icicles are cold.
I see snowflakes falling down.
I make some igloos.  Livy S.

Cold snow is falling down.
Bright icicles on the house.
Windy snow blowing.  Genna W.

WINTER HAIKU 29
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2600 Cornhusker Drive
South Sioux City, NE 68776

402-494-2692

2114 Pierce Street
Sioux City, IA 51104

712-252-3440

visit us at 
www.summitdentalhealth.net

PROUDLY  
SUPPORTING  
LITERACY IN  
SIOUXLAND AND  
NIE SIOUXLAND

ART
AMAZING AND ARTISTIC STUDENTS!
Welcome back to our young artists’ page.  Each month we highlight some of the region’s up and coming 
young visual artists.  Art and classroom teachers throughout Siouxland and beyond are invited to share 
ideas, lessons and artwork designed by students from the elementary and middle schools. 
Poppin’ Bottles n’ Brushes is a locally-owned art instruction boutique located in the Indian Hills Shopping 
Center. Along with Kid Scoop News they sponsor this special art page and through a monthly drawing, one student is chosen 
for a special gift certificate to Poppin’ Bottles n’ Brushes! The gift certificate allows the student to bring a friend, teacher, or 
parent with them to a special art session.
This month, we honor RayAnna Frazier from Hunt Elementary.  RayAnna is a fourth grade student who enjoys art.  Her art 
teacher is Mr. Henry Nguyen, who gives students many opportunities to use different mediums in their work.  Hats off to 

RayAnna and her beautiful portrait.
(We think that Hunt Elementary has a pretty special principal who understands the power of the 
arts…check out the colorful holiday outfit!)

This month’s drawing winner is RayAnna Frazier a 4th grader 
from Hunt Elementary

HA NGUYEN 
GRADE 2 

HUNT

SYENNA F. 
GRADE 3 

LAWTON-BRONSON

ADDY R. 
GRADE 3 

LAWTON-BRONSON

AVA B. 
GRADE 3 

LAWTON-BRONSON

BRITTON W 
GRADE 3 

LAWTON-BRONSON
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Encourage reading at home with Kid Scoop 
News and this family involvement activity!

Plural words
In most cases, to 
make a word into 
its plural you can 
simply add an “s” 
or an “es.” But 
some words are the 
same in both single 
and plural forms.

The plural of 
octopus is 
octopuses — not 
octopi.

Can you match the 
singular word to 
the correct plural 
version?

foot
deer
half
leaf

louse
hippopotamus

mongoose
mouse
person
scissors

that
tooth

mongooses
scissors

lice
people
those
teeth

halves
mice
feet

leaves
deer

hippopotami

Gravity Run
This is a fast paced 

scrolling game where 
you must click or tap 
your finger to change 

the gravity as you make 
your way through the 

obstacle course.

Tell Us What
You Think

Do you have a free 
online game you 

like to play? Send 
your reviews and 
recommendations 
to woodword@
kidscoop.com abcya.com/gravity_run.htm
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C is for Car

How many         ?

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

c is for car
Color the spaces with     RED.

Color the spaces with        BLUE.
Color the spaces with         YELLOW.

red cars

How many         ?
blue cars

How many         ?
yellow cars

How many words or pictures 
can you find on this page that 
start with the C sound like the 
word car?

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. 
Have your child read with you. Trace the uppercase 
and lowercase letter C. Say the letter as you trace it.

With your child, look
through the newspaper to

find pictures of things
that begin with the same
sound as the letter C in

car.

Point to the number
1 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large
enough, have your child

trace the number.

With your child, find and
circle six uppercase Cs

on one sheet of the
newspaper. On the same
page, find and circle six
lowercase cs. Have your
child connect the “dots”
to make a silly picture.

Show your child how the
pages of the newspaper
are numbered. Then mix
up several pages of the
paper. Have your child
put the pages back in

order.

Find and cut out two
pictures of transportation.
Examples are: bus, train,
car, plane, boat. With your
child, talk about the two
kinds of transportation.

Find three ways they are
the same and three ways

they are different.

Same and DifferentPage ScrambleC-to-c Dot-to-DotMath PlayLetter Identification
Cut out the letters A and

K and E from the
headlines. Then cut out the

letters, C, T, M and L.
Show your child how you

can spell the words
CAKE, TAKE, MAKE,

and LAKE simply by
changing the letter in front

of the AKE.

AKE
Look through today’s

newspaper and count the
number of cars pictured.
Next count the number of

wheels you see. Then
count the number of doors
you see pictured. Point out
that the word count starts
with the same sound as

the word car.

Count the Cars
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33KINDER KIDS
Winter is HERE!  Our Hunt Kinders from Ms. Jungers’ Class Share Winter Poems
The snow is cold.   Levi C.
I like snow because I get to build a snowman. Schadae H. 
I like the snow because you can have a snowball fight. Lyna C.
I like snow because I get to make a snow angel.  Bentley T.
I like to make a snowman.  Carden H.
I like to decorate the tree.  Devlian W.
It is fun because you get to build a snowman. Romina S.
I like to sled on the snow and ice. Raul P. 

Our Texas Kinders from Ms. D’s class sent some thoughts about getting on Santa’s Nice List 
for December and we thought they also sounded like some great New Year’s Resolutions…for 
next Christmas!  
I can help other players play soccer.  
Joey
I will do my chores without even being asked. 
Glorianne
I will help people..if someone gets in a car accident and the gas is leaking, I will call 
someone.  David
If someone is about to fall off a bridge, you can hold their hand really quick!
Jon
Behave in the store really means don’t touch ANYTHING!
Adrianna
I will listen to my parents.
Micayla 
I will help people up when they fall down.
Ivan
Give your mom drinks of water.
Chloe

Mrs. Clancy’s Kinders from New Jersey have been thinking about special gifts…the ones that don’t require any money to spend…any 
batteries or cords to operate…and they came up with these possibilities:
Catching a snowflake on my tongue…Ella
Having a loving family…Alex
Playing with my best friend…Jake

They thought it might be fun to try and make their wishes/special gifts into a poem.  
What a good challenge for all of our kinders….writing a class poem!  Kid Scoop News 
would love to see your class poems…send them in and we will publish them!
Mrs. Clancy’s kinders were out a little early in December and wanted to wish all of the 
Kinder Kids a wonderful and joyful holiday and they look forward to January and even 
a little more snow!

January
January sparkles.
January’s bold.
January huffs and puffs.
January’s COLD!
SARA TEASDALE

Holding hands out in the snow
Slowly on our way we go.
Leaving little paths behind
winter owl to find.
MELVILLE CANE
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Page 4
What’s at the end of the rainbow?
PEACE

Page 7
Weight Around the Solar System
Mercury = 22
Sun = 0
Venus = 52
Mars = 23

Jupiter = 58
Saturn = 68
Uranus = 64
Neptune = 85

Page 8
The first rules of the game were 
published in a
NEWSPAPER

Page 6
Newton’s Apple
One day, according to a POPULAR story, 
a man named Sir Isaac Newton was 
SITTING under an apple tree. An apple 
FELL on his head, and he suddenly 
THOUGHT of the law of gravity.

It is most likely that years of OBSERVING 
things falling to the ground were what led 
to the SUDDEN insight he called 
Newton’s Law of Gravity.

Page 5
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Page 14

Page 15
What you should do if you catch a cold:

Get lots of rest, drink 
lots of liquids and 
eat healthy foods.
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“BEST OF CLASS” TEACHER OF THE 
MONTH WINNER MRS. MCNAUGHTON

This month, Claudia Hessa from Sugar Shack Bakery and Kid Scoop News would like to congratulate 
Perry Creek second grade teacher, Kris McNaughton for being selected for our January Teacher of 
the Month.  Every day teachers inspire the minds and imaginations of our young people, provide safe 
places for students to grow and play, and give them the confidence and skills for the future.  Kaylyn 
Winter, a third grade student at Perry Creek, nominated Mrs. McNaughton last year, when Kaylyn 
was in her second grade classroom.  KUDOS to Mrs. McNaughton for being such an awesome 
teacher…(especially, according to Kaylyn, at Valentine’s Day…).

Mrs. McNaughton, Perry Creek Elementary
My teacher is great because when we had our Iowa Assessments she gave us real gum.  I think my 
teacher is so great because she gives us another “shot at” things that we might miss.  On Valentine’s 
Day she gave us a Valentine’s Day Party and she even let us pick books that we want.  She makes 
learning so fun!!!...and writing fun, too!!!  And also, reading fun!!!!
I love my teacher because she makes all the learning fun that we do!
Kaylyn Winter  Perry Creek   Grade 3

Teacher of the Month,  
Mrs. McNaughton, Teacher  
from Perry Creek.

The staff at Kid Scoop News would like to thank our 
second grade readers from Missouri Valley for their ideas 
and thoughts.  We loved these so much that we decided to 
have a “Letters to the Editor” section this month!
Dear Kids Scoop News,
I would like to read more about sharks and dinosaurs. Thank you for publishing Kids 
Scoop News.
Brian
       
Dear Kids Scoop News,
Can you write some on mermaids? I would also like to thank our PTO for paying the 
fee for Kids Scoop News.      
Lily
       
Dear Kids Scoop News,
I would like to hear more about dinosaurs. I think you September 
issue was very good. 
I would also like to thank the PTO for letting us get this newspaper 
from you.
Cody

Dear Kids Scoop News,

Thank you for writing this for us to read. Will you please include 
kittens and art as one of your topics?  I really loved the thing 
about the bullying stuff. Thank you so much for the wonderful 
magazine!
Gabby
       

Dear Kids Scoop News,
I love what you guys did. I love dogs. Can you please add My Little Pony in one of 
your issues. Thank you so much. Can you put horses in the Kids Scoop News.Thank 
you!
Alyssa
       
Dear Kids Scoop News. 
Can you please do one about fish? You don’t have to, but you can. Thank you.
Mackenzie
       
Dear Kids Scoop News,
I want to know more about the blue dog. Could you do a Kids Scoop News about 
ponies and horses. I love your Kids Scoop News!
Kristiana
      
          

FAREWAY IS A PROUD SUPPORTER OF LITERACY  
FOR OUR SIOUXLAND YOUTH!

4267 SERGEANT RD..
GROCERY 276-1873 • MEAT DEPT. 276-8956

SGT. BLUFF • 700 1ST ST.
GROCERY 943-9325 • MEAT DEPT. 943-9326

4016 INDIAN HILLS DR.
GROCERY 239-0528 • MEAT DEPT. 239-0529

4040 WAR EAGLE DR.
GROCERY 252-0388 • MEAT DEPT. 252-0389
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Classroom Sponsors
United Bank of Iowa, Moville
Book People
Triview/Quality Telecommunications
KVLZ Custom Bailing, Climbing Hill
Akron Gold & Silver
Deck Law
Paul & Tamme Saul
Yellow Rose Catering - Moville
Gretchen Gondek
Dr. Stee Maxwell

Helen Maxwell
Dr. Earl Maxwell 
Sterk Financial - Dakota Dunes
Granny Stitches
Friendship & Service Club, Akron, IA
Judie Uhlir
El Forastero MC Inc.
Bill & Becky McKenny
Doug Harrold
Allan Wall

In Memory of Gene Windeshausen, 
Principal at Crescent Park & Bryant
In Memory of Amzia & Iva VanLaningham  
McClure Engineering
Lester A. Juon
New Horizons United Church of Christ 
Craft Auto Body 
Quality Backhoe Service 
CD Norvell PC, Tax & Accounting Services 
Cardinal Public Relations

Northwestern Mutual 
LaunchPAD Children’s Musuem
Dental 4 Kids
Papa Murphy’s (Le Mars & SSC) 
Bob Roe’s North End Zone

Partners In Education
AFSCME Local 212
Charlies 
Irwin Painting
Lilly Family Dentistry

THANKS

You!
Thank

Your  
Company Here

Chesterman’s
Larry & Jeanene Book
First Premier Bank 
Missouri Valley PTO
Prince Manufacturing
Dreamworks Collison Center 
Houlihan and Associates, P.C.

Dental DepotThe

Dr. Richard Hettinger


