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              hen Dusty the kangaroo 
  was a little joey, his 
 mother  was killed by a car.

Ashley Stewart, a farmer in 
Western Australia, found the 
orphan joey and took him home. 
He wasn’t sure the little guy would 
survive. But he did. The family 
called him Dusty.

Today Dusty is a full grown 
kangaroo and he lives on the back 
patio with their two dogs. “We had 
to go and buy a third dog bed for 
him to sleep in because he used to 

pinch one of the beds from the 
dogs,” said Ashley.

Lilly, the golden retriever, and 
Rosie, the border collie, love their 
kangaroo.

“He thinks Lilly is his mom, he’s 
always grooming her. They’re 
always together and if Lilly goes 
out of the yard, he pines for her 
and hops up and down the fence 
until he’s let out to go with her.”

Dusty also got a collar like the 
dogs.

“When he was little, we let him out 
during the day and then we’d get 
him at night and put him in the 
back yard. We had trouble finding 
him because kangaroos don’t make 
any noise and they sit very still,” 
  said Ashley.

Ashley got Dusty a collar with 
reflective tape so he could shine 
the flashlight and find him.

Dusty has seen wild kangaroos on 
the farm, but shows no interest. 
He’s too busy living the good life, 
with 3 to 4 meals a day, believing 
he is a dog.

a baby kangaroo

slang for stealing

light shines off or 
reflects off it

joey:

pinch:

reflective:

Fun Words

Story source: ABC Rural (Australian Broadcasting Corporation)
Photos © 2015 Ashley Stewart

Do you think Dusty thinks he is a dog? 
Why or why not? Discuss it with a parent.

Let’s Talk!
NICOLE SCHWEITZBERGER
NIE Director
The Sioux City Journal
(712)293-4303
nicole.schweitzberger@lee.net

facebook.com/NIESiouxland
on the web at NIESiouxland.com

JEANETTE HOPKINS
NIE Coordinator
The Sioux City Journal
(712)293-4328
jhopkins@siouxcityjournal.com
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WELCOME TO THE FOURTH ISSUE OF 
KID SCOOP NEWS!
As we celebrate the publishing of our fourth issue of Kid Scoop News, we 
wanted to share a little more about our philosophy.  In this issue we highlight 
the idea of “sense of place” by including articles about local media celebrities, 
oral histories remembered by an older generation, and sense of place thoughts 
from young writers.  Individuals who have a strong “sense of place” know 
where they are from.  The author, Wendell Berry wrote, “If you don’t know 
where you are, you don’t know who you are.”  The staff at  Siouxland Kid 
Scoop News believes that if the student reporters know the people from our 
region, know the special stories and history remembered, that they spend time 
in this special location known as Siouxland and the Loess Hills, then they will 
begin to know who they are, and become involved and caring residents of our 
region.  When you care about a place, you take care of it.  We have some 
wonderful young people who want to know more about Siouxland and be an 
active part of the community.

We encourage the reporters to use the special tools for recording the aspects 
of a “sense of place”.  You’ll see them with notebooks, clipboards, cameras, 
recording devices  and with other people.  They will be listening, writing, 
smiling and understanding that to know where they are from, they must gather 
and write about the people and this place.  Our young writers are building 
their own memories and expanding their own understandings by experiencing 
the uniqueness and the richness of our people, history, stories and environment.

This month, we are highlighting work from the Norm Waitt Siouxland Y 
Summer Camp as well as feature student reporters, school submissions and 
continued progress of some area school and community gardens.  One special 
article highlights how some local teachers are spending time at “summer camp” 
to organize and develop a very special curriculum centered on the integration 
of fine arts into the classroom.  Hunt Elementary staff with specialized training 
from the North Carolina Arts Council A+ Program spent hours learning about 
the importance of developmental education and the encouragement of learning 
programs that look at the individual strengths of all children.  KUDOS to Hunt 
Elementary Staff!

We are amazed at the quality of work our young writers are doing and the 
enthusiasm they bring to each project.  This past week, Simon Denney stated, 
“I was really outside my comfort zone, I like sports…baseball, basketball, and 
football.  Interviewing was scary, but the person I talked to, made it easy.  I 
think I might like this writing thing…I might be a writer some day.”

One of our other feature reporters Mara Aesoph mentioned that interviewing 
is like eating a pomegranate.   She said she knows that that may sound weird, 
“but, you pull back the layers and each layer brings something new and just 
when you think you are finished, you find another layer and more goodness 
inside.”  We couldn’t say it better ourselves!
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To find out, circle every other letter 
in the rocket’s trail.

Bright streaming fireworks, popping firecrackers, marching 
bands, and flag-waving crowds. Sounds like a perfect Fourth 
of July, right? Not for your pets! This page tells you how to 
keep pets safe and happy on the Fourth.

Which doesn’t belong?

        ach year, bright lights, crowds and painfully loud noises 
         cause cats and dogs to become frightened, lost, or even sick. 
Some run away and hide, some cry and strain on leashes.

This year, keep your pet in a quiet room during the festivities of 
the Fourth. Very nervous pets may need help from your vet.

Dash through today’s newspaper to find the letters that 
spell the words on the firecrackers. Spelling an entire 
word “defuses” the firecracker. Can you stop them all 
in under five minutes?

Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.

FIREWORKS
FOURTH
ERUPT
PETS
CROWDS
PAINFULLY
LOUD
HIDE
IGNITE
LOST
MOUSE
POEM
KEEP
SOFT
SCARE
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      ou might know of Benjamin
       Franklin as a brilliant and 
creative man, a Founding Father 
of our nation and one of the most 
important inventors of his time. 
Imagine that Ben had a friend 
who was a mouse. What would 
this mouse be able to tell us 
about Ben and his life and times?

Unscramble the title of this great book. 
Then, check it out at your local library!
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Hunt Elementary Receives an A+ for Commitment!
Summer camps aren’t just for kids.  While many educators were enjoying the beginning of their 
summer break, the teachers and principals at Hunt Elementary School were at camp getting 
ready for the next school year.  The director and fellows from the North Carolina Arts Institute 
were in Sioux City during the week of June 8-12 to provide A+ arts integration and school 
reform training.  Each day, the faculty from Hunt Elementary reported to Camp High Hopes in 
Sioux City for a full day of learning, singing, dancing, playing instruments, creating art, acting, 
writing, and planning for the next year.  It was the best week of training the school staff has 
ever received and everyone is excited for the next fall! 

Teachers participated in sessions that allowed them to practice and learn various art forms and how to incorporate them into 
teaching.  An example of this was using dance with the elements of teaching comprehension and retelling.  They also learned 
about teaching math and utilizing the visual arts to illustrate the concepts related to geometry, fractions, computation, and 
problem solving.  
The culmination of the week was the official designation of Hunt School as a member of the A+ Schools Program.  As an A+ 
school, the school will integrate the arts into all subjects and the students will be exposed to all of the art forms including: 
drama, dance, music, visual arts and creative writing.
The A+ Schools Program is a whole-school reform model that demonstrates the arts as fundamental to teaching and learning in 
all subjects.  Children will have opportunities to develop creative, innovative ways of thinking, learning and showing what they 
know.  They will experience a hands-on, real world application of learning the curriculum that connects across disciplines.  
Congratulations to Hunt A+ Elementary School on this achievement!  The Staff at Kid Scoop News sends their sincere support 
for a school model that encourages the integration of the fine arts with all curriculum materials.  The research shows that 
students learn best when a variety of models are used.  This model celebrates the many ways children learn!
Amy Denney Principal  Sioux City Community Schools
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Twice each day the ocean water rises and falls 
along the coastline. This is called the tide. At 
high tide, the ocean water covers the seashore. 
At low tide, the water recedes and much of the 
shoreline is left exposed. But not all of it. As 
the tide goes out, pools of water are left behind. 
These pools, called tide pools, shelter many 
living creatures from the hot sun.

Cut out each of the playing cards and glue 
them to some heavier paper, such as 
construction paper.

Shuffle the cards and lay them face down on 
a table. Make four rows with five cards in 
each row as shown here:

With one or more friends, take turns flipping 
over two cards at a time. If you match two 
creature cards, keep the cards. If you don’t 
get a match, flip the cards back over but 
leave in the same position.

The game ends when all of the matches have 
been taken. The person with the most pairs wins.

1.

2.

3.

4.
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Siouxland Y Summer Camp:  
Interview with Camp Director Corrin 
Mikkelson
Feature Reporter:
1. What is the summer camp main goal?
The main goal of summer camp is to stop summer 
learning loss. This means that we help kids remember 
what they learned in school so that they do not forget it 
during the long summer. We want kids to practice skills 

their teachers taught while also having a fun and active summer.

2. How are you keeping students educated during the summer?
We are keeping kids educated during the summer by engaging in enjoyable hands-on 
activities with them. We enhance things that they learned during the school year fresh 
in their minds while also teaching them a lot of new skills and introducing them to new 
activities that they do not have access to in school like aquatics safety, archery, canoeing, 
and hiking. 

3. How long have you work at the Siouxland Y?
I have worked at the YMCA for 5 years. This will be by second summer as the Summer 
Camp Director. Before becoming the Summer Camp Director, I worked in the youth center 
and child watch and have been both an assistant and lead instructor at Y Summer Camp. 

4. Do you like have a system where the 5th grade goes first in swimming than 3rd 
goes?
We usually go swimming in order based on the swim levels of the campers. On the 
first day of camp we assess swimmers and they are given a wristband so they can be 
identified by instructors and guards in order to keep them safe in the water. Because 
many campers are in swim lessons we keep them in order of the levels because it make it 
easy for the swim instructors to keep track of the schedule.

5. What is your opinion about summer camp?
I think summer camp is a ton of fun. I absolutely love it because it is very rewarding 

and exciting to help campers stay on track academically through the summer while also 
enjoying it. There is no way I would rather spend my summer than working at Y Summer 
Camp.

6. If a student is new and signed up then where is the summer camp located?
Y Summer Camp is located at East Middle School in Sioux City. There the campers are 
divided up into classes, with 2 instructors in each class. We have 2 school buses to 
transport the campers on field trips. All campers are bused to the Y at least twice a week 
for swimming. 

7. When does it start and when are you doing the first field trip?
Our camp is an 8-week program beginning on June 8 and ending July 31. On the first 
day of camp we will go on a field trip to the Y for the campers to be swim assessed. The 
first big field trip is scheduled for June 19 to the Omaha Zoo.

8. Who are the staff and are there student teachers who might use a sheet to show 
what they are doing?
Most of our full-time staff have their teaching certification or are close to graduating 
college with their education degree. Some of our instructors are actually teachers from 
schools in the area. Our part-time instructors are all in college majoring in areas such as 
elementary education and psychology. We do have substitute teachers and volunteers 
who help at camp as well. We have information about camp and schedules for them to 
help guide them through each day. 

9. How many students do you want in range like 50-200 or 10-300?
Our goal is to get 160 campers registered this year. Registration closes in 4 days and we 
are very close to reaching our goal. We are very excited to be able to impact so many 
campers this year.

10. How do you think the summer camp is going to turn out?
I think summer camp is going to turn out great! It is always a lot of fun and I think 
everybody involved, campers and instructors, will love our theme. This year we are going 
on an All American Roadtrip. I think the campers will love everything we have planned 
as we “visit” a different state each week. We have exciting celebrations planned for each 
state!
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Sea stars have no eyes, no ears, 
no nose. They do have a ______ 
on their underside. To eat, a sea 
star ________ on top of, and 
slowly wraps its ______ around
its food.

One thing sea stars like to eat is 
clams. Once one has wrapped its rays 
around a clam ______, its hundreds of 
tentacles ________ to the shell and hang 
onto it as it pulls and pulls until the shell 
opens. As soon as it opens just a little, the 
sea star ________ its stomach out of its 
body and into the shell and __________ 
the clam. This can take an hour or two.

Sea stars don’t have 
skeletons. Their spiny, 
tough skin gives them 

their shape and 
protects them.

      he ocean is full of amazing creatures, and one that is unique is the sea star or
       starfish. It is a sea creature, but it lives close to the shore. Sometimes they 
are washed up on the beach or stranded in a tide pool, giving people a chance to 
see this mysterious creature up close.

How many sea stars can 
you find on this page in 
30 seconds? Now have 
a friend try. Who found 

the most?

What is a sea star and what is it not?
A starfish is not a fish at all. Many 

marine biologists want to change its 
name to a sea star, because most of 
them look like stars. Sea stars are 

echinoderms (eh-keen-oh-durmz) – 
animals that lack a back bone.

Sea stars have arms but no legs. 
Their arms are called “rays.” 
Some sea stars have five rays, 
some have six, ten or twenty.

Sea stars have feet but 
no toes. If you look on 

the bottom of a sea 
star’s ray, you will see 
rows of soft tentacles 
called tube feet. The 
sea star slowly creeps 
along on these feet.

These sea stars swiped 
some of the words from 
paragraphs at left. Write 
in each word where it 

belongs. Standards Link: Reading 
Comprehension: Follow 
simple written directions. Standards Link: Life Science: Students know examples of diverse life forms in different 

environments; physical structure or behavior may improve an organism’s chance for survival.

Do the math to match each sea star to its name.

chocolate chip star
sun star
candy cane star
basket star

=
=
=
=

25
22
48
18

cushion star
fat star
comb sea star
sunflower sea star

=
=
=
=

27
12
32
16
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You may not 
have heard…
that you can put a smile on a 
teacher’s face by sponsoring a 
classroom of Kid Scoop News 
readers for one year

Become a Kid Scoop News 
sponsor for only $125 and you “win” the opportunity to 
have your name placed in a special drawing.  On September 
1, 2015 the drawing will be held and one sponsor (it could 
be you!) will be selected to choose a classroom teacher who 
will be given a “Teacher, Take a Break” classroom gift basket.  
Sponsorship is open to anyone interested in supporting 
literacy in our Siouxland region.  

Individual sponsorships provide a classroom subscription 
set for Kid Scoop News which is published monthly in 
conjunction with NIE Siouxland and the Sioux City Journal.  
Kid Scoop News is a syndicated children’s newspaper 
magazine that is filled with pencil-grabbing games, puzzles, 
brain teasers and most importantly, showcases our own 
Siouxland student writing, art, and class projects.  Currently, 
more than 15 schools and 60 teachers integrate Kid Scoop 
News in the classroom across the Siouxland area.

Come join us in our community quest to encourage and 
promote literacy in classrooms across the region.  Current 
sponsors will be automatically included in the drawing.

on
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
. o

ne
 g

oa
l. 

on
e 

ch
ild

 a
t a

 ti
m

e.

JEANETTE HOPKINS
NIE Coordinator
The Sioux City Journal
(712)293-4328
jhopkins@siouxcityjournal.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SIGN UP, PLEASE CALL

facebook.com/NIESiouxland
on the web NIESiouxland.com

Earth Day reminds us that taking care of the planet is everyone’s 

responsibility. Earth Savers Club for Kids shares childrens’ ideas 

for making our world a cleaner, healthier place!

How many 

times can you 

�nd the letters 

in the word 

EARTH on this 

page?

Find a buddy to do our

Bunny Buddies puzzles 

together. If it lo
oks easy, 

�nd somebunny younger. 

If it looks tough, �nd 

somebunny older!

Nutritious and delicious, bananas are 

one of the best-loved foods in the 

world for people of all ages.

Find out all about snails, make a snail motel or draw a 

circle and have a snail race!

Sea-Sational School 
Stars at Dakota 
Valley Elementary

Recently Kid Scoop News 
staff visited Dakota 
Valley Elementary School 
and found a sea-sational 
bulletin board up in the courtyard.  Each month, 
members of the school staff are honored by other members of the staff for 
acts of kindness, sharing resources, offering assistance and basically the 
quality-filled characteristics they hope to model to their students.  KUDOS to 
Dakota Valley Elementary for “walking the walk” and being inspirational to 
their students. 

KAITLYN H. SIOUXLAND Y
MARIAH M. SIOUXLAND Y
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Coral polyps start out as 
tiny larvae.

When a larva drops to 
the bottom of the 
ocean in a place 
where the 
conditions are 
right, it attaches 
itself to the ocean 
floor.

Each larva changes into 
a polyp that is like a tiny 
sea anemone.

Polyps divide over and 
over, and the reef grows 
as each newly formed 
polyp attaches to its 
host.

Around its base, 
each coral polyp 
forms a a hard, 
protective shell 
made out of calcium 
carbonate (lime). The 
hard, white bases of 
many polyps create a shared 
skeleton that grows as each polyp 
divides and forms new polyps.

        eneath the shallow, warm waters of tropical 
        oceans there are brightly colored maze-like 
structures that are home to thousands of sea animals. 
These structures are called coral reefs, and they 
have been slowly built over hundreds of years by 
billions of tiny animals called polyps (PALL-ips).

Slowly. Colonies of hard 
coral grow anywhere from 
.12 to 4 inches per year.

Read how coral forms. 
Then number each picture 
in the correct order.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

More than 25% of all 
known marine animals live 
in and around coral reefs. 
These bustling communities 
are home to over 4,000 
kinds of fish.

These colorful fish are immune to the 
stinging cells on the tentacles of the sea 
anemone. The sea anemone’s tentacles 
give the clownfish protection from 
predators and, in return, the striped fish 
keeps the sea anemone clean.

Standards Link: Students know the sequential 
stages of life cycles are different for different animals.

Most of a coral’s food comes from tiny algae 
called zooxanthellae (zo-zan-THEL-eye). 
These algae live inside the coral polyp and 
provide it with 98% of its food.

Coral polyps also eat by using their tentacles 
to catch tiny floating animals known as 
zooplankton. At night the polyps come out 
of their skeletons to feed, making the reef 
look like a wall of mouths.

How long is the 
world’s largest 

coral reef? 
Follow the coral 
path to discover 

the length of 
Australia’s Great 
Barrier Reef, the 
largest coral reef 

in the world.

Coral reefs are being destroyed. 
Human pollution _________ waters 
that the coral needs to be clear to 
_________. Some fishermen explode 
dynamite or drop _________ on the 
reefs to capture tropical fish and sell 
them for pets. The gradual warming 
of the oceans in recent years has also 
_________ massive damage to coral 
reefs. Some scientists worry that 
unless ________ measures are taken, 
the remaining reefs may be gone in 
20 years. However, scientists also 
believe that the reefs can be saved if 
_________ are taken now.

Find where each 
missing word belongs 

in this paragraph.
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Coral polyps start out as 
tiny larvae.

When a larva drops to 
the bottom of the 
ocean in a place 
where the 
conditions are 
right, it attaches 
itself to the ocean 
floor.

Each larva changes into 
a polyp that is like a tiny 
sea anemone.

Polyps divide over and 
over, and the reef grows 
as each newly formed 
polyp attaches to its 
host.

Around its base, 
each coral polyp 
forms a a hard, 
protective shell 
made out of calcium 
carbonate (lime). The 
hard, white bases of 
many polyps create a shared 
skeleton that grows as each polyp 
divides and forms new polyps.

        eneath the shallow, warm waters of tropical 
        oceans there are brightly colored maze-like 
structures that are home to thousands of sea animals. 
These structures are called coral reefs, and they 
have been slowly built over hundreds of years by 
billions of tiny animals called polyps (PALL-ips).

Slowly. Colonies of hard 
coral grow anywhere from 
.12 to 4 inches per year.

Read how coral forms. 
Then number each picture 
in the correct order.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

More than 25% of all 
known marine animals live 
in and around coral reefs. 
These bustling communities 
are home to over 4,000 
kinds of fish.

These colorful fish are immune to the 
stinging cells on the tentacles of the sea 
anemone. The sea anemone’s tentacles 
give the clownfish protection from 
predators and, in return, the striped fish 
keeps the sea anemone clean.

Standards Link: Students know the sequential 
stages of life cycles are different for different animals.

Most of a coral’s food comes from tiny algae 
called zooxanthellae (zo-zan-THEL-eye). 
These algae live inside the coral polyp and 
provide it with 98% of its food.

Coral polyps also eat by using their tentacles 
to catch tiny floating animals known as 
zooplankton. At night the polyps come out 
of their skeletons to feed, making the reef 
look like a wall of mouths.

How long is the 
world’s largest 

coral reef? 
Follow the coral 
path to discover 

the length of 
Australia’s Great 
Barrier Reef, the 
largest coral reef 

in the world.

Coral reefs are being destroyed. 
Human pollution _________ waters 
that the coral needs to be clear to 
_________. Some fishermen explode 
dynamite or drop _________ on the 
reefs to capture tropical fish and sell 
them for pets. The gradual warming 
of the oceans in recent years has also 
_________ massive damage to coral 
reefs. Some scientists worry that 
unless ________ measures are taken, 
the remaining reefs may be gone in 
20 years. However, scientists also 
believe that the reefs can be saved if 
_________ are taken now.

Find where each 
missing word belongs 

in this paragraph.

Cow…a…bunga, dudes!  Surf’s up and we gotta’ hang ten!  Check out and 
listen to Big Mamma Lexi  and her recent gig on FM 90.3 KWIT-KOJI radio 
station.  Big Mamma shares a little about this month’s Kid Scoop News 
issue and practices her radio broadcasting moves.  Don’t “ace out” and 
miss it…a big howdy-do to Gretchen and all the staff at KWIT-KOJI!

REGAN H. SIOUXLAND Y GRACIE R. SIOUXLAND Y OLIVIA S. SIOUXLAND Y KENNEDY L. SIOUXLAND Y 
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Grab a friend and 
practice throwing 

and catching a ball. If 
you’re right-handed, 

try catching with 
your left hand. If 

you’re left-handed, 
try catching with 
your right hand.

Check out what 
local events are 
happening in 
your area this 

weekend. Look 
through the local 
newspaper or the 

newspaper’s 
web site.

Pack a lunch and 
take a long bike 
ride with a group 
of friends. Tell a 

parent your 
planned route.

Get a paper lunch 
bag and turn it into a 
puppet. Draw a face 
on the bottom using 
markers or crayons.

Paper
Bag
Day

On this day in 1867, 
Canada became a 

self-governing 
dominion. Draw the 

maple leaf flag. Start a Summer 
Book Club with 

your friends. Choose 
a book together then 
pick a meeting day 

to discuss it.

Get ready for the 
4th celebrations 

today. Make 
costumes and 
decorate bikes 
with red, white 

and blue.

Draw a postcard 
and send it to a 

friend. Remember 
to write the full 

address on one side 
and add a stamp.

Make a macaroni 
necklace today. You 

can change their 
color by soaking in 

food coloring. 
Allow them to dry 
on a paper towel 
and then thread 

them on a string.

Try jumping rope 
with some friends. 

It takes some 
practice, but it's 
great exercise.

Find a shady spot 
and have a nice 

family picnic today.

Create a secret 
code. Share the 

code with a 
friend and write 
coded notes to 

each other.

Find a 
creative 

way to cool 
off. Make a 
shower with 

a garden 
hose or run 
through the 
sprinklers.

Visit a museum 
or an art gallery 

today. Find 
something you 

really like among 
the exhibits and 
explain why you 

chose it.

Look up events 
in your local 
newspaper or 
newspaper’s 

website and plan 
for the entire 

week.

Write and send a 
postcard to a friend 
or family member 
living far away. 
Tell them about 

your summer and 
ask them to write 

back to you.

Make some paper 
airplanes today 

and fly them with 
a friend. Measure 
whose plane goes 

farthest.

Have a parent hide a 
“treasure” and write 
down clues for you 
to follow. Have a 
fun treasure hunt 
with your friends.

Make ice cream 
sundaes for your 
family. Include as 

many fruits as 
possible.

Reorganize part of 
your room—a 

closet, a bookshelf 
or a toy chest. 

Collect toys and 
books you no longer 
use and give them to 
an organization that 
will distribute them.

Celebrate cows 
today. Think about 
all the things you 
get from a cow.

Make a smoothie 
with lots of fruits. 
Add a quarter cup 
of chopped fresh 

spinach or another 
green vegetable.

Make a lemonade 
stand today and sell 

your refreshing 
drinks to passersby.

Write a movie 
review for a film 

you have seen this 
summer. Tell what 

you liked or 
disliked about it. 

Mail it to a friend or 
family member.

Create a comic strip. 
Use two characters 

to tell riddles or 
knock-knock jokes. 

Draw a week’s 
worth of strips.

Take a walk
with a family 

member. Observe 
your surroundings 
and see if you spot 
birds and flowers 

along the way.

Find a recipe or 
buy a mix and 

make blueberry 
muffins for 

breakfast today.
Put all your soft toys 

out in a circle and 
give them a Teddy 

Bear’s Picnic.

Make a pitcher of 
ice-cold lemonade 
and give it to a 
neighbor 
as a 
sweet 
summer 
surprise!

When is the last 
time your family 

visited a museum? 
Plan a visit today.

Canada Day
Independence

Day
Independence

Day

Teddy Bear’s
Picnic Day

Cow Appreciation
Day

National Picnic
Month

Amelia Earhart
Day

Local News

National
Blueberry

Month

Can you eat red, 
white and blue 

healthy food today?

1

6

4

3

2

5

2 4 5

6

7

1

3

8

9

3 Includes palm, thumb and �ngers

4 Dry area surrounded by water

5 A group of musicians

6 To mix two or more things together

7 Another name for dog

8 A good pal

9 Small body of water

1 Stick that magicians use in tricks

2 To change the shape of something

A light hair color

Opposite of saving money

A solid surface, covered with grass or dirt

Another word for noise

1

2

3

4

5

6

What Saturday and Sunday are called

The opposite of sit

Use the clues to �ll in the spaces on this puzzle. Every word ends with the letters N and D.



To Adopt A Classroom Please Call (712)293-4303 www.NIESiouxland.com © Vicki Whiting June 2015

13

2015

Grab a friend and 
practice throwing 

and catching a ball. If 
you’re right-handed, 

try catching with 
your left hand. If 

you’re left-handed, 
try catching with 
your right hand.

Check out what 
local events are 
happening in 
your area this 

weekend. Look 
through the local 
newspaper or the 

newspaper’s 
web site.

Pack a lunch and 
take a long bike 
ride with a group 
of friends. Tell a 

parent your 
planned route.

Get a paper lunch 
bag and turn it into a 
puppet. Draw a face 
on the bottom using 
markers or crayons.

Paper
Bag
Day

On this day in 1867, 
Canada became a 

self-governing 
dominion. Draw the 

maple leaf flag. Start a Summer 
Book Club with 

your friends. Choose 
a book together then 
pick a meeting day 

to discuss it.

Get ready for the 
4th celebrations 

today. Make 
costumes and 
decorate bikes 
with red, white 

and blue.

Draw a postcard 
and send it to a 

friend. Remember 
to write the full 

address on one side 
and add a stamp.

Make a macaroni 
necklace today. You 

can change their 
color by soaking in 

food coloring. 
Allow them to dry 
on a paper towel 
and then thread 

them on a string.

Try jumping rope 
with some friends. 

It takes some 
practice, but it's 
great exercise.

Find a shady spot 
and have a nice 

family picnic today.

Create a secret 
code. Share the 

code with a 
friend and write 
coded notes to 

each other.

Find a 
creative 

way to cool 
off. Make a 
shower with 

a garden 
hose or run 
through the 
sprinklers.

Visit a museum 
or an art gallery 

today. Find 
something you 

really like among 
the exhibits and 
explain why you 

chose it.

Look up events 
in your local 
newspaper or 
newspaper’s 

website and plan 
for the entire 

week.

Write and send a 
postcard to a friend 
or family member 
living far away. 
Tell them about 

your summer and 
ask them to write 

back to you.

Make some paper 
airplanes today 

and fly them with 
a friend. Measure 
whose plane goes 

farthest.

Have a parent hide a 
“treasure” and write 
down clues for you 
to follow. Have a 
fun treasure hunt 
with your friends.

Make ice cream 
sundaes for your 
family. Include as 

many fruits as 
possible.

Reorganize part of 
your room—a 

closet, a bookshelf 
or a toy chest. 

Collect toys and 
books you no longer 
use and give them to 
an organization that 
will distribute them.

Celebrate cows 
today. Think about 
all the things you 
get from a cow.

Make a smoothie 
with lots of fruits. 
Add a quarter cup 
of chopped fresh 

spinach or another 
green vegetable.

Make a lemonade 
stand today and sell 

your refreshing 
drinks to passersby.

Write a movie 
review for a film 

you have seen this 
summer. Tell what 

you liked or 
disliked about it. 

Mail it to a friend or 
family member.

Create a comic strip. 
Use two characters 

to tell riddles or 
knock-knock jokes. 

Draw a week’s 
worth of strips.

Take a walk
with a family 

member. Observe 
your surroundings 
and see if you spot 
birds and flowers 

along the way.

Find a recipe or 
buy a mix and 

make blueberry 
muffins for 

breakfast today.
Put all your soft toys 

out in a circle and 
give them a Teddy 

Bear’s Picnic.

Make a pitcher of 
ice-cold lemonade 
and give it to a 
neighbor 
as a 
sweet 
summer 
surprise!

When is the last 
time your family 

visited a museum? 
Plan a visit today.

Canada Day
Independence

Day
Independence

Day

Teddy Bear’s
Picnic Day

Cow Appreciation
Day

National Picnic
Month

Amelia Earhart
Day

Local News

National
Blueberry

Month

Can you eat red, 
white and blue 

healthy food today?

1

6

4

3

2

5

2 4 5

6

7

1

3

8

9

3 Includes palm, thumb and �ngers

4 Dry area surrounded by water

5 A group of musicians

6 To mix two or more things together

7 Another name for dog

8 A good pal

9 Small body of water

1 Stick that magicians use in tricks

2 To change the shape of something

A light hair color

Opposite of saving money

A solid surface, covered with grass or dirt

Another word for noise

1

2

3

4

5

6

What Saturday and Sunday are called

The opposite of sit

Use the clues to �ll in the spaces on this puzzle. Every word ends with the letters N and D.
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Most of the world’s glowing
animals live in the sea.

These glowing creatures live 
down in the inky dark, deepest 
parts of the sea where sunlight 
can not reach. Glowing body 
parts attract prey and scare 
away predators. Some fish 
confuse their enemies by blinking on and 
off while zigzagging through the water. 
Others attract mates and communicate 
   using their flashing lights.

   About half of all kinds 
   of jellyfish are 
   bioluminescent.

    hiny spotlights on deep-sea fish, 
    flashing worms, squids that squirt clouds 
of glowing ink—they have no plugs, wires 
or batteries. How do they glow?

It’s bioluminescence (by-oh-loo-muh-
NEHS-sense) —which means the making 
of light by living creatures.

This deep-sea creature fishes for food. It has a long, skinny fin on top of its head 
that works like a fishing rod. A little bulb filled with glowing bioluminescent 
bacteria sits at the end of the rod.

When it wants to eat, the angler fish dangles the glowing bait in front of its mouth. 
A curious fish swims up for a closer look and—snap!—the angler fish’s huge jaws 
snatch it up!

Angler fish are small, but they can be big eaters. Once, a 3½-inch angler was 
       found with a nearly 7-inch lantern fish in its 
     stretchable stomach!

Some kinds of deep sea squid squirt glowing ink when they are attacked. 
In the black depths of the ocean, the glowing cloud blinds and confuses 

predators and lets the squid escape.

Find the 
jellyfish 
that 
match.

Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.

W

S

E

S

U

F

N

O

C

O

E

A

S

S

D

I

R

U

H

L

N

N

P

M

E

N

C

C

G

G

A

N

A

R

I

L

A

N

L

P

T

C

R

O

F

M

A

E

U

L

C

R

K

W

O

D

R

O

L

E

F

O

S

T

E

U

E

S

E

L

O

H

S

D

S

T

H

G

I

L

I

H

S

I

F

Y

L

L

E

J

LIGHT
CREATURES
ANGLER
STOMACH
JELLYFISH
SPARKS
CLOUD
CONFUSE
CIRCLES
WORMS
GLOW
HOLES
DANGLES
FIN
SNAP

Fireworms ___________ 
an amazing 
____________ light 
show. Most of the time 
these worms live 
________ in holes and 
_________ at the bottom 
of the sea. But two 
nights after each full 
_____, the fireworms 
______ to the surface, 
all aglow. The females 
and males swim around 
in circles. The females 
send out a glowing 
________ of eggs.

Find where each missing 
word belongs in this 

paragraph.

Most of the world’s glowing
animals live in the sea.

These glowing creatures live 
down in the inky dark, deepest 
parts of the sea where sunlight 
can not reach. Glowing body 
parts attract prey and scare 
away predators. Some fish 
confuse their enemies by blinking on and 
off while zigzagging through the water. 
Others attract mates and communicate 
   using their flashing lights.

   About half of all kinds 
   of jellyfish are 
   bioluminescent.

    hiny spotlights on deep-sea fish, 
    flashing worms, squids that squirt clouds 
of glowing ink—they have no plugs, wires 
or batteries. How do they glow?

It’s bioluminescence (by-oh-loo-muh-
NEHS-sense) —which means the making 
of light by living creatures.

This deep-sea creature fishes for food. It has a long, skinny fin on top of its head 
that works like a fishing rod. A little bulb filled with glowing bioluminescent 
bacteria sits at the end of the rod.

When it wants to eat, the angler fish dangles the glowing bait in front of its mouth. 
A curious fish swims up for a closer look and—snap!—the angler fish’s huge jaws 
snatch it up!

Angler fish are small, but they can be big eaters. Once, a 3½-inch angler was 
       found with a nearly 7-inch lantern fish in its 
     stretchable stomach!

Some kinds of deep sea squid squirt glowing ink when they are attacked. 
In the black depths of the ocean, the glowing cloud blinds and confuses 

predators and lets the squid escape.

Find the 
jellyfish 
that 
match.

Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.
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LIGHT
CREATURES
ANGLER
STOMACH
JELLYFISH
SPARKS
CLOUD
CONFUSE
CIRCLES
WORMS
GLOW
HOLES
DANGLES
FIN
SNAP

Fireworms ___________ 
an amazing 
____________ light 
show. Most of the time 
these worms live 
________ in holes and 
_________ at the bottom 
of the sea. But two 
nights after each full 
_____, the fireworms 
______ to the surface, 
all aglow. The females 
and males swim around 
in circles. The females 
send out a glowing 
________ of eggs.

Find where each missing 
word belongs in this 

paragraph.
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Literacy understanding includes more than the printed text.  This month student reporters at Kid Scoop News interviewed local 
media celebrities to find out more about how to become active and informed media consumers.  Media understanding does have many of the same 
outcomes as reading, but there are other symbols, message interpretations, sound, and photo characteristics in all forms of communications including 
reading.  The reporters found the news personalities to be engaging, interesting, and enthusiastic about their careers and the form of news reporting that 
each does.  KUDOS to our Siouxland news representatives and a big THANKS for sharing your personal and professional lives with the student reporters.

She is One Special Siouxland “Sioux-lebrity” in Our Eyes!  Meet Sheila Brummer, 
Newscaster for KTIV Television Station.  
Feature reporters found Sheila Brummer to be one interesting person and decided to use one of the local news media’s favorite 
expressions for their headline.  While “Sioux-lebrity” is a play on the word celebrity, it fits her personality to a “T”.  She is energetic, 
friendly, and very passionate about her work.  She admires and appreciates the people around her, and is quick to give credit to others.  
Definitely one of our special folk in Siouxland.
Growing up near Denison, Iowa on a farm, Sheila often felt a little isolated from the world around her.  She always wondered what 
was going on in the world, and loved to find out facts about the news.  She has always known that she wanted to be a reporter 
and a newscaster as one of her favorite Christmas gifts came when she was 5 and she was given an old fashioned typewriter.  She 
loved it.  She wrote her own newsletter for the bus that was ridden to school each day, and would interview, mainly her sisters, about the “goings on” in the neighborhood.  In 
fifth grade, she received a tape recorder and knew she was well on her way to being part of the news world.  Her sisters and she would hide the recorder and then deliberately 
irritate their dad so he would yell at them and they could get it on tape.  Later, when the talked about this “fond” memory with their dad, they would all laugh. 
She was influenced by her mentor Professor Dave Diamond, who was part of the staff at Morningside College.  He had said to her, “Those who quit are those who fail…if you never 
quit, you will never fail.”  Professor Diamond was a DJ in the 1960s and helped to give her the courage to continue in a very competitive field.
Sheila is one of the main night anchors at KTIV.  She is a writer, producer and reporter.  She has worked for many different stations and enjoys being back in the Siouxland area.  She 
finds inspiration in the people from the region.  “Everyone has a story….I love to hear and tell the stories about real things.”  According to Sheila, the key to good storytelling is what 
you don’t put in…requiring the listeners to really think about what has happened and wondering about the next part.
Sheila has had wonderful friends and mentors and shares that those she works with are among the “very best”.  Earlier in her career she had the opportunity to work with Siouxland’s 
Larry Wentz and shares that Larry was a strong supporter of hers and of others working in their field.  He is the kind of friend who puts others first, and that has stayed with her 
throughout her career.
Technology certainly has changed television reporting.  Social media has exploded and while the station broadcast is still very important, many items come online before anywhere 
else.  Sheila used to carry over 70 pounds of equipment and does enjoy that so much can often be done on a smart phone.
Television is “the eyes and ears of a community.  People can’t be everywhere and we try to give them the news as it happens in the most authentic and straight forward way possible.  
Kid Scoop News reporters Isabel and Brianna Martinez appreciate the time that Sheila spent sharing her experiences and hope to return to visit with her in the near future.

Isabel Martinez Sacred Heart School 6th Grade       &       Brianna Martinez Sacred Heart School 8th Grade

Most of the world’s glowing
animals live in the sea.

These glowing creatures live 
down in the inky dark, deepest 
parts of the sea where sunlight 
can not reach. Glowing body 
parts attract prey and scare 
away predators. Some fish 
confuse their enemies by blinking on and 
off while zigzagging through the water. 
Others attract mates and communicate 
   using their flashing lights.

   About half of all kinds 
   of jellyfish are 
   bioluminescent.

    hiny spotlights on deep-sea fish, 
    flashing worms, squids that squirt clouds 
of glowing ink—they have no plugs, wires 
or batteries. How do they glow?

It’s bioluminescence (by-oh-loo-muh-
NEHS-sense) —which means the making 
of light by living creatures.

This deep-sea creature fishes for food. It has a long, skinny fin on top of its head 
that works like a fishing rod. A little bulb filled with glowing bioluminescent 
bacteria sits at the end of the rod.

When it wants to eat, the angler fish dangles the glowing bait in front of its mouth. 
A curious fish swims up for a closer look and—snap!—the angler fish’s huge jaws 
snatch it up!

Angler fish are small, but they can be big eaters. Once, a 3½-inch angler was 
       found with a nearly 7-inch lantern fish in its 
     stretchable stomach!

Some kinds of deep sea squid squirt glowing ink when they are attacked. 
In the black depths of the ocean, the glowing cloud blinds and confuses 

predators and lets the squid escape.

Find the 
jellyfish 
that 
match.

Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.
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LIGHT
CREATURES
ANGLER
STOMACH
JELLYFISH
SPARKS
CLOUD
CONFUSE
CIRCLES
WORMS
GLOW
HOLES
DANGLES
FIN
SNAP

Fireworms ___________ 
an amazing 
____________ light 
show. Most of the time 
these worms live 
________ in holes and 
_________ at the bottom 
of the sea. But two 
nights after each full 
_____, the fireworms 
______ to the surface, 
all aglow. The females 
and males swim around 
in circles. The females 
send out a glowing 
________ of eggs.

Find where each missing 
word belongs in this 

paragraph.
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Behind the Scenes with Public 
Radio’s Gretchen Gondek 
Gretchen Gondek, general manager 
of our local public radio station, KWIT-
KOJI FM90 located on the campus of 
Western Iowa Tech, wears many hats.  
Feature Kid Scoop News reporter 
Lexi Schweitzberger found that one 
of her best “hats” is that of a genuine 
Siouxland celebrity, who prefers to have others in the spotlight. She believes it is 
her team who creates the best possible organization and she gives them all of the 
credit for the station’s success. Gretchen shared her love of all things cultural and the 
importance of being a life-long learner with Kid Scoop News and a little “behind the 
scenes” information about being a locally-focused public radio station.

Gretchen grew up in Mason City, Iowa and has a slightly “older” twin brother.  She 
was born one half hour after her “older” brother and they have been a bit competitive 
ever since.  She figures she is always trying to “catch up” to that half hour.  She 
graduated from Central College and majored in theatre with a minor in mass 
communication.  She was the midnight to 6 a.m. announcer at KWSL and spirited the 
call name “Candy”.  She was hired as an announcer at KWIT, and found that moving 
from rock to classical music was a bit of a stretch.

That is where her need to be a life-long learner really began.  She decided early on 
that, “If I was going to do this…I needed to do it right.”  She had to learn classical 
pieces of music, the names of composers, and the correct pronunciation of titles 
and composers.  If she mispronounced something, the phone would ring, and the 
whole protocol and etiquette surrounding the classics would be on the phone.  She 
acknowledges well-known Sioux City supporter of the arts, Margaret Everist, as a 
wonderful mentor.  She learned that there was a purity to classical music and the arts 
and that it fit in this place known as Siouxland.  Gretchen believes in knowing one’s 
own “sense of place”.  She believes to work in this area, you need to know it, the 
people, the stories, and the land around you.  Kid Scoop News has the exact same 
philosophy and believes Gretchen is one who really understands being committed to 
one’s region.

“Each day at work…is never the same.  There is always something new going on and 
each day is different and never boring.”  As general manager Gretchen gets to know 
a great deal about not only the programming part of the radio, but also the technical 
part.  The biggest change in radio broadcasting has been social media.  According 
to Gretchen, “Technology continues to explode on a daily basis.  Radio is now on 
demand.  Everything is more refined and immediate.”

Gretchen agrees that it is a team effort that creates a great program.  Though KWIT’s 
staff is small, each member has a very important role.  One aspect of the station 
programming that she is extremely proud of is the IRIS Program, where  readers share 
the local and national news to listeners who are visually impaired or homebound.

As the general manager of a nonprofit organization, Gretchen firmly believes in 
their mission statement: The mission of KWIT-KOJI is to enhance the quality of life 
by providing public radio that informs, entertains, and expands the mind.  “We are 
focused on our mission and expanding it all of the time.  We’ve added a Spanish 
program and look to integrate more in the future.”

This feature reporter found Gretchen very easy to talk to and extremely energetic.  
She is very passionate about her job and Siouxland is lucky to have her at the radio 
station.  “Hats off to KWIT and Gretchen Gondek, General Manager!” 

Lexi Schweitzberger Sgt. Bluff-Luton High School 9th Grade

Kid Scoop News Gives The 
Sioux City Journal’s Editor, 
Bruce Miller, a Thumbs-Up! 
Kid Scoop News feature reporter Simon 
and Oliver Denney found that while 
interviewing a local celebrity can be a bit 
nerve wracking, The Sioux City Journal’s 
editor, Bruce Miller, made it easy.  Using 
his signature “thumbs- up” cue, he shared 
with Simon some very interesting and 
funny bits and pieces of his personal and professional life.

Bruce was born in North Dakota and as his father worked for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
he attended some of his school years on a reservation.  He says it is fascinating to look 
back over that experience and realize that he was “the minority among minorities” in the 
classroom.  He said, “When I was in 5th grade I was the one that caused trouble.  I would 
always say, pick me!  pick me!”  His teacher tried to find something for him to do and 
suggested that he create a newspaper for his classroom.  The teacher ended up liking Bruce’s 
work and that caused him to say, “Well, I have to get a critic because all good newspapers 
have a critic.”  He was unable to find a critic, so he decided to do it himself.  He wrote stories 
about his teachers and even critiqued a play they were in….and they told him he had done a 
great job.  He knew this was the job for him!  

He believes that while growing up he learned a great deal about people and this helped to 
develop his interest in writing about “real people” with real stories. The newspaper, according 
to Bruce, is important in delivering the news to people.  The newspaper gives readers the 
information that matters most and it saves time from having to look everything up.  You 
may wonder how Bruce selects people to talk to.  He says, “Everyone has a story so the 
possibilities are unlimited.”  According to Ron Peterson, The Sioux City Journal’s publisher, 
“Bruce is well-known in the Siouxland community.  He is both a determined and enthusiastic 
leader in our newsroom, who constantly challenges himself and our staff to make the Journal 
and our community the best they can be.” It is no wonder that Siouxland residents find it easy 
to share stories and ideas with Bruce.

There are many highlights to Bruce Miller’s career, as he has had the opportunity to meet 
famous people, travel, and see amazing things.  An experience he enjoyed most was the 
series of stories he wrote called “Whatever Happened to the Class of 1977?” for which he 
interviewed 160 graduates of East High School about  what they remembered about high 
school.  Some of the people he interviewed asked him what school was like now, which led 
him to spend a year at Whiting High School where he participated in all of the usual school 
activities.  From that experience, he was able to write a number of stories focused on “One 
Year in the Life of a Small High School.”  

Bruce holds a bachelor’s degree from Minnesota State University-Moorhead in and a master’s 
degree from the University of Minnesota, in journalism.  He 
knew when he was younger that he wanted to teach, 
and even with his busy schedule at the Journal, he 
teaches news writing at Briar Cliff University.  He loves 
that no two days are alike, and that he has picked the 
perfect career for the type of person he is and wants to 
be.

Simon Denney Lawton-Bronson Middle School

JAKE P. SIOUXLAND Y MEADOW M. SIOUXLAND Y TRISTAN L. SIOUXLAND Y 

M.J.C.
SIOUXLAND Y

COMMUNITY
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“It’s Important to Bring a Parent’s Perspective to the News….”  Kid Scoop News Meets KCAU 
Reporter Jenna Rehnstrom
Jenna Rehnstrom believes that it is the team spirit of her news station that assists in making the best possible news story out there.  While in 
New York or Los Angeles it might be very important to have more of a world perspective, but she loves telling the people in her community, 
near where she grew up, the local news.  She believes that newscasters are powerful storytellers.  She loves her work and she gets to work 
with wonderful people.  She loves Sioux City and the pace of a small city.

Jenna grew up in Hartington, Nebraska.  She has wanted to be a broadcaster since she was in high school.  She participated in the school 
speech program and learned public speaking skills from Mrs. Kathol and Mr. Johnson who she believed inspired her to do her very best.  
Her love for journalism began at Morningside College where she received her bachelor’s degree in mass communications.  She has always 
seen the news about story-telling and loves to share meaningful stories about the Siouxland area.

After graduating from Morningside College in Sioux City, KCAU became her passion…(well, until she married and her two children became her priority.)  Her two children have given her a 
new perspective on life and that has certainly influenced her reporting.  Her favorite job title is “Mom”, and she hopes to be the type of role model her mother was to her.  Her parents have 
been very special mentors and they are her personal heroes.  

Jenna’s favorite broadcast specialist is Diane Sawyer.  “Diane Sawyer is a storyteller.”  If a news reporter can make the news an interesting story, then you can hold people’s interest.  Other 
news reporters who have influenced her are Larry Wentz, Tim Seaman and Kristi VerMulm.  All three were very patient and wonderful teachers when she began at the station.

Jenna shared that people don’t realize how much goes on behind the scenes.  You should have a four year degree in newscasting and experience is very important.  The entire staff at KCAU 
make the stories come alive.  Without that team attitude, the news would not be as good.
“There isn’t a day I wake up and say I don’t want to go to work, I love my job and the people I work with.”  

This feature news reporter agrees with Jenna about writing for news.  Jenna was a very interesting person to interview and gave us a “great story” for this month.  The staff at Kid Scoop News 
appreciates all of her hard work and the fact she took time off to share a little about her career and personal life demonstrates that she is certainly one of the special Siouxland celebrities!  
Thank you, Jenna!

Mara Aesoph North Middle School 6th Grade

She has a Passion to Draw and Create Every Day….Nicole Schweitzberger, Sioux City Journal
“I don’t think of the design department as a collection of individual work, we are a team.”  No one person is any better than another, it takes the entire 
group to create and design for the paper.Nicole believes that every member of her department is unique and each brings a very special talent to the 
newspaper projects.  Every day, members of the Sioux City Journal Creative Print and Digital Media Department work together to develop the very best 

Nicole was born in Sioux City and lived here until 5th grade where she was a student at Crescent Park Elementary School.  Her family moved to a farm 
near rural Moville and home life changed a great deal as they added sheep and bucket cows to feed each day.  She loved Crescent Park but really 
appreciated how Woodbury Central was organized so that all of the students in grades K-12 were in the same building.  The older students helped in the 
classrooms and read to younger students often.  This helped to create a very strong bond between them and the younger children knew the older students really cared.

Nicole loved to draw and paint even as a child.  She described living in rural Iowa as “living in the middle of nowhere, but the best place on earth.”  Her grandmother was her childhood hero.  
She looked up to her.  Her grandmother would wake up on what seemed to be the most horrible of days and say, “Today is a beautiful day!”  After high school she lived with her grandmother 
and they cared for each other.  

Right after graduating from Western Iowa Tech Nicole began working for the Sioux City Journal. In just a few years, after learning a great deal about the process of building the newspaper, 
she became the Creative Print and Digital Media Director.  With her design team, advertising took on a whole new look and she believes they help to build readership and interest in the 
paper.  Nicole says when she is “out and about” she looks and observes everything from a design perspective.  She critiques even restaurant menus and loves to be with one of her design team 
members as they objectively think of ways to improve menus, billboards and ads.

Everything gives her inspiration.  The newspaper has really changed over the years as initially the first papers were weekly papers. Now, every day, a paper must be organized and ready to 
publish.  The process of creating a newspaper is very different from the past.  Individual letter blocks (type) was fitted to make words and sentences.  A press person spent hours organizing the 
news for the week.  Linotype machines replaced the individual letterpress in the late 1800s.  It was the computer that really made the process much easier, but still requires skill and expertise to 
finish a daily paper.  Nicole says that everyone involved with the paper is important.

The feature reporters were given a tour of the printing areas and were really impressed with the size of the equipment.  Words are burned onto a metal plate and four main colors are used in the 
process.  The machines are HUGE!  Huge rolls of paper are used each day and the ink comes in drums that hold the yellow, blue and red ink.  The black ink is stored in what looks like a large 
metal grain bin.  Imagine if the ink were to explode and run “rivers” down the floor.

Nicole was the inspiration for the new student magazine Kid Scoop News.  She said that the magazine is a passion of hers and she hopes to see it develop in the next few years.  It requires a 
great deal of outside time and patience, but it is worth it.  She believes that any time a child experiences a real life challenge, then they are more engaged in the project. The reporters for the 
magazine are doing hands on, minds on “homework”.  These Kid Scoop News reporters agree.  They hope that the magazine will continue and that they get to experience interviews, reporting, 
and writing for the next few years.  Nicole’s children sum up her work in a pretty wonderful way, they say, “Mom gets to pretty much draw all day.”  You can see in the photo, that this is quite 
true!

Mara Aesoph North Middle School 6th Grade  &  Alex Kleinschmit North Middle School 6th Grade
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Who wants to look at – 
let alone surf in – dirty 
waves? Surfers spend 
a lot of time riding the 
waves. They are often 
the first to see the trash 
and chemicals that 
mess up beaches.
Surfrider Foundation is 
a group of surfers who 
wants to keep the 
ocean clean for surfers 
and other people who 

walk and play on the beach, as well as for the plants, 
animals, and fish who live in the sea. Surfrider 
Foundation has 25,000 members around the world. 
They have prevented developers from closing 
beaches, stopped industrial polluters, and informed 
government agencies about hazardous leaks.

But keeping an eye on the ocean isn’t all Surfrider 
members do. They also bring inner-city kids out to 
experience the “magic” of the surf.

Above all, they want kids to know that surfing isn’t 
about clothes, movies, or contests. Surfing is about 
balancing oneself against the largest energy system 
on the planet – the ocean.

Help the surfers keep the ocean clean. 
Draw an X through all the stuff that 

doesn’t belong in the ocean.
Standards Link: Visual Discrimination.

Standards Link: Earth Science; Ecology: Students understand that the 
ocean is an ecosystem; water is a source of energy.

Whoa! You found a bottle on the beach with a 
message inside. Can you read it using the code?

A E H I L

O R S T Y

Tutu’s Island 
Sea Adventure

Guide Tutu into a 
magical underwater 

world of talking 
statues, lava lakes and 

jumping dolphins.

Tell Us What
You Think

Do you have a free 
online game you like 
to play? Send your 

reviews and 
recommendations to 

woodword@
kidscoopnews.com education.com/games/tutu-island-sea-adventure/
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How many      ?

F is for Fruit

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. 
Have your child read with you. Trace the uppercase 
and lowercase letter F. Say the letter as you trace it.

How many         ?

Learning Buddies: 
Trace and say the 
number. Read the 

questions. Touch and 
count to find the answers.

f is for fruit

How many words or pictures 
can you find on this page that 
start with the F sound like the 
word fruit?

fires

How many       ?
fish

Draw a line from each piece of fruit to the 
box where it belongs.

frogs

The Penderwicks: A Summer Tale of 
Four Sisters, Two Rabbits and a Very 
Interesting Boy
by Jeanne Birdsall

This is a National Book 
Award winner, a modern 
classic and a perfect 
book for summer reading. 
The sisters are on 
vacation on the grounds 
of a beautiful estate and 
are busy exploring the 
gardens and attic and 
taming the rabbit. The 
son of the estates owner, 
Jeffrey, becomes their 
new friend and although 
they are told to stay out 
of trouble, they still 
manage to have a 
summer adventure.

10 Ways to play with ice this summer
playideas.com/play-with-ice/
Great ideas for summer fun: frozen chalk, painting with ice, 
painting ON ice, fizzy ice cubes, ice in molds and more.

Jello Watermelon
youtu.be/BHphKFImJMs
Does that sound good? You’ll need an adult to help as this 
involves hot water, but this video shows you how it’s done.

Lego Maze
de-tout-et-de-rien-caroline.blogspot.com/2013/02/creer-un-
jeu-bagatelle-pinball-et-un.html
Although the site is mainly in French – there are instructions 
here in English to make a Lego labyrinth and a Lego pinball 
machine. You might learn some French too!

DIY Lava Lamp
pbs.org/parents/crafts-for-kids/diy-lava-lamp/
Step by step instructions on how to make a lava lamp – not 
the lamp itself, but the effect.

book for summer reading. 

K-2 Recommended Titles
The Day the Crayons Quit
Frog and Toad are Friends

Pete the Cat and the Bad Banana
The Adventures of Beekle                         

Dodsworth in Paris
Dinosaurs Before Dark

3-5 Recommended Titles
Hatchet

The Lemonade War
Flora and Ulysses

James and the Giant Peach
The Lightning Thief

Sideways Stories at Wayside School

6-8 Recommended Titles
Eragon

The Testing
The Selection

QB1
The Ables

The Boy in the  Striped Pajamas

Students in grades K-8 are invited to participate in Book People’s 3rd Annual 
Summer Reading Program.  There are 6 selected titles for each of the three 
different age groups.  Each child is asked to read 6 titles, 3 from the Book 
People’s recommendations and 3 of their own selection.  Each child who 

completes the Summer Reading Programs will earn $6 towards a 
book of their choice in the store.

Book People will be giving away bundles of each 
of the age groups books prior to the Book 

challenge, so be sure to stop into the store and 
register!  Have some Summer Fun Reading!

Summer Reading Program

VISIT OUR STORE AT 
2923 HAMILTON BLVD.

712-258-1471

www.Bookpeoplesc.com

Give Your Child the Gift of Reading….
One of the main goals of the staff at Kid Scoop News is the promotion of literacy.  
The best gift and the most inexpensive gift you can give your child is the gift of 
reading.  The single most important thing you can do, to increase the likelihood of 
reading success, is to read aloud to your child every day.  It is the “experience” of 
the read aloud that creates the context for reading.  When your child sits beside 
you….listens to your expressions in the reading….sees the joy you have for reading, 
you are instilling in them how important it is to read.  Beginning with those 
early picture books, the child 
learns many of the necessary 
skills for reading, but more 
importantly how wonderful 
books are.

Great-Grandfather “Papa 
Bruce” Hopkins shares 
Margaret Wise Brown’s 
classic, Goodnight, Moon” 
with his great-grandson 
Bradley McClure Copeland.  At age seven months, 
Bradley is attending to pictures, words, and 
his great-grandfather’s voice as they share this 
wonderful bedtime story.

Book Reviews
Mrs. Roder’s Third Grade Classroom Lawton-Bronson Elementary School

I would recommend reading Time for The Perfect Pandas. I like books that show and 
tell about my favorite animals like pandas and cheetahs. The series my book is in is The 
Magic Tree House. It’s a good book. If you’ve read Jack and Annie books you might 
know that Penny became frozen. This book shows what they think  they need to find.  
Zoe Z.

I would recommend reading Anya the Cuddly Creatures Fairy by Daisy Meadows. It’s a 
really good book. The main characters are Anya, Kristy, and Rachel. The princess fairy’s 
tiaras have been stolen by Jack Frost and the goblins. Can they get the tiaras back to the 
princesses? Find out in the book! Kiara G.

I would recommend reading All About Randy Orton because it tells things about 
wrestling you don’t know. You should read it if you like the RKO (Randy Knock Out).  I 
think you should read it. Dylan B.

In the summer I like to read Magic Treehouse books a lot.  I would read them all summer 
long!
Dakota C.  Hunt Elementary  2nd Grade

In the summer the best book I ever read were books from The Magic Treehouse #1.
Nayeli P.  Hunt Elementary  2nd Grade

Mrs. Mitchell’s Third Grade Lawton-Bronson Elementary

I recommend the book Runaway Twin by Peg Kehret.  I recommend this book because 
it is very spooky and surprises you.  For example when Sunny’s dog almost died in the 
tornado!  Sunny found her dog on the street.  He was a stray puppy.  I really think you 
should read this book because it is really good.  I give it a 5- star rating.
Bergyn S.

I recommend the book Abner and Me by Dan Gutman.  The reason I recommend this 
book is because it has action, adventure, and baseball.  Joe Stoshack and his mom go 
back in time to meet Abner Doubleday but end up in the Battle of Gettysburg.  I give this 
book a 5 star- rating.
Oliver D.
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The Garden Scoop from Lawton-Bronson Elementary School  
By Dee McKenna
Pergola, that’s a funny word? What does it mean?
 If you ask Mr. Peterson’s Industrial Technology (ITEC) students or an elementary student 
at Lawton-Bronson, they’ll tell you it’s the new shade structure in the Eagle’s Outdoor 
Classroom and Garden.
 Students enrolled in Lawton- Bronson’s ITEC classes were challenged by the school 
garden committee to design and build a custom pergola 
for the elementary school.  On 
Monday, May 18, the high 
school ITEC students successfully 
completed the project. The 
pergola exceeds the committee’s 
expectations.
 Mr. Peterson’s ITEC students 
were asked to reflect upon the 
year-long project. 
 Dylan Hinds summed it up best, 
“The pergola project was one of the more 
unique projects we have done. As you may know, the 
architectural drawing class made the designs and we 
fabricated the parts for it. We took the idea that the 
garden committee had and made it into a real project 
that we could create from start to finish.”
 Dylan said, “One problem we encountered was the joists. They were too high in the air 
and we had only one person tall enough to lift them. We also had to do a lot of sanding 
at the end of the joists to get them to fit together.”
 Landon Wold added, “I also like the feeling of finishing a project like this one because 
it was such a difficult task, much like a puzzle. It is considered a piece of art that we are 
able to build for our school. That is a pretty good feeling! Some of the difficult tasks we 
encountered were the sheer size of all the pieces of lumber.”
 Landon added, “Drilling the bolt holes was also difficult because we had to turn the 
pieces around to get both sides drilled. Cutting the decorative ends was a challenge, as 
well. We had to move our machines around to be able to cut the right angles.”
 The pergola provides the perfect backdrop for an outside education. The school year 
concluded with the elementary students eating their science projects grown in the school 
garden which included lettuce, radish, Swiss chard, and spinach, under the shade of the 
pergola. 

Riverside Elementary Community Garden Update
In our June issue, we shared a little about Riverside Elementary’s newest addition, the  Riverside Community Garden.  Volunteers have provided the 
hard work needed to keep the garden weed free and critter-less.  According to Principal Mary Motz, whenever the produce is ready, she posts it on 
the Riverside Facebook page or uses the parent phone calling system and they let people know that if someone is interested in the produce, to come 

at a certain time.  Laurie Taylor from the Iowa State Extension Service is weighing all of the produce that is picked to keep track of what is harvested and 
shared throughout the Riverside community.

According to one student, Zack, “The garden is great because it gives us lots of vegetables and helps kids eat healthier food!”  Laurie agreed that the garden provides great 
experiences and relieves stress…and you get to leave with tomatoes.

Work is done in the garden on Mondays from 9-11:30 a.m. and Thursdays from 6:00-7:30. They have already harvested and given away more than 50 pounds of produce including 
a variety of lettuce, radishes, and broccoli. They plan to add strawberry, popcorn, watermelon, and pumpkin plants in the near future.

Kid Scoop News supports the concept and development of neighborhood gardens.  When students help with community projects such as this, they are developing a very keen sense 
of place.  We will keep you posted on the progress of the Riverside Elementary Community Garden!

The Garden Scoop “2” from Lawton-Bronson Elementary 
School
 Summer finds us busy in the garden.  We utilize our summer bell students and volunteers 
to harvest, weed and learn more about our garden.  We have between 40-45 students 
for our gardening classes.
Our first session began with a lesson on what plants need.  By spelling out the word 
plants the students learned that plants need:  a Place to grow, Light, Air, Nutrients, 
something to take care of their Thirst and Soil.  
 We divided the students into two groups.  One group began harvesting the lettuce and 
kale.  The other group learned about oxygen and carbon dioxide by playing a game 
using bubbles.  One section was the people, plants and animals and their job was to 
blow bubbles, which meant that they were giving off oxygen.  The other section was 
also people, plants and animals but their job was to pop the balloons, which meant that 
they were exhaling.  This shows that plants breathe in the carbon dioxide we exhale and 
they breathe out the oxygen for us to use.  It also shows that plants and people need 
each other for both to survive.
 These gardeners then got their hands dirty as they prepared two of the beds and 
planted lettuce, kale, snap peas, pole beans, squash,  radishes, beans, parsley and 
carrots.  We will be watching our pole beans as they vine up a trellis.  We also will be 
observing our squash and morning glories as they begin to grow and vine.  This was a 
great opportunity to point out the plants that are growing in our garden so students are 
able to identify them.
 We were able to enjoy the fruits of our labor when eating our vegetable salad which 
consisted of radishes, lettuce and kale.  For many of the students, this was a first time 
trying the kale.  Many enjoyed the taste and asked for seconds!
 Our second session consisted of learning about garden pests.  We discussed what 
animals and insects we would not want in our garden and we 
also talked about what insects 
and animals would be good 
for our garden.  We then made 
a wanted poster that listed the 
good vs. bad garden insects and 
animals.  
 We enjoyed making a ladybug 
using the bottom of a pop 
container.  We learned that 
ladybugs are good insects for 
our gardens.  
 While this lesson was taking place, small groups went 
to the garden and harvested and weeded the garden.  
As the students examined the plants, they became 
garden detectives as they looked for insects or signs 
that insects have been visiting our garden.   

Community Gardens Create a Real Sense of Place  School and community gardens provide dynamic learning environments for students to discover, experiment, 
and learn. Gardens are outdoor classrooms where students are engaged and learn real life nutritional and food-to-table concepts.  This summer Kid Scoop News is celebrating the 
school gardens at Riverside Elementary, Lawton-Bronson Elementary, and the Norm Waitt Siouxland Y Summer Camp.  School gardens promote healthy eating habits and attitudes 
about nutritional foods and provide a hands on approach to learning.  KUDOS to these organizations for seeing how gardening really does connect to the school curriculum and 
helps to build a strong sense of place in our students. 

COMMUNITY
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The Arizona Roadrunners youth gardeners at the Norm Waitt 
Siouxland Y Summer Camp
We are learning a great deal about how to nurture a garden.  Early in the project or should we say produce 
development, these campers offered some insights about how they thought gardening might go.  As their garden 
develops, they will provide more details about what they learned and share a little more about the actual 
gardening process.  The students are working with HyVee Dietitian Corrinna, to grow fruits and veggies to make 
their tasty dishes.  They will spend time tending to the garden while tracking and learning all about the life 
cycle of plants in their gardening journals.  The Siouxland Y staff is showing how learning can be engaging, 
experiential and just plain fun!  Kudos!

What I Know About Gardening…

Did you know that bugs can either be helpful or harmful towards a garden?  I’m here to inform you about insects 
and bugs like earthworms and ladybugs.  They are actually helpful to our gardens! Regan H. 

You can’t just throw anything into the ground and expect it to grow.  You can plant flowers, such as sunflowers, roses, tulips, marigolds and a 
lot more flowers, but you can also plant crops such as corn, onions, tomatoes, potatoes, sweet potatoes, and beans.  Josie S.

For the area of land where you are going to plant, you need to break up the ground or set up an area for it.  Put the seeds in the ground or 
use started seeds called seedlings. Braylon B. 

Starting a garden is not easy.  First off, you’ll need soil to plant in it.  And…that is just the beginning!  Planting the seeds….you do have a 
choice.  Use food you have, or buy seeds.  I’m going with food.  You need to bury the food, then cover it back up.  Flatten the soil, use water 
to moisten it.  That is just the beginning! Logan R. 

Be sure to water and give sunlight to your plants…and bring a shovel, gloves, and a watering can. Kaitlyn H. 

What would I plant?  Anything I want to, as long as it grows.  How do I care for it?  All you need is deer repellent and a watering can.  How 
do I start a garden?  You need to dig a hole, put seeds in it, and cover it up!  Is it hard to plant plants?  Once you know how, it is really easy.  
Is it hard to keep plants alive?  For some people it is really easy, for others, well…not so much. Jake P.  

Did you know you can grow a plant in a plastic bag with just a napkin, staples, water, and seeds?  Who knew?  Gage C. 

You need to buy seeds from a store then whatever you are planting be sure to dig a small hole, put the seeds in and cover it up then water it and it will grow.  Kennedy L.

For a few weeks, it needs sun and rain, some seeds and some dirt! Adam Frey  

Dig a hole.  Put the seeds in.  Give them water and sun.  That’s it. Lucas M.

You basically need to just get a hoe or a shovel and dig a hole and give it about 4-10 inches worth of space.  The plants need lots of sunlight 
and water.  Wait a week, or 2, possibly 3…then, well…there’s your plant. Nick M. 

First you need seeds to plant and you also need a shovel to dig dirt out.  You need sun and water to keep your plants healthy.  Second, dig 
dirt out in the spot that you want with your shovel.  Third, put the seeds in the hole.  Fourth, put the dirt on top of your seeds and pour water 
on it.  You should water every weekend if it hasn’t rained.  Then watch them grow!
Sincerely, Charleigh L.

First, find a good place and place the seeds in the hole and then use water and sun to grow the plants, fruit or vegetables to eat. 
Harrison K.

This is how to start a garden…you need seeds or something to plant, so once you have that, you need a spot for them.  The best spot for 
them is somewhere with sun and good soil.  Then you plant them where you want them.  Water them right away and well…that’s all. Tristan L.

In a garden you can plant all sorts of stuff.  You could plant broccoli, carrots, squash, watermelon, tomatoes, potatoes, celery, peas, cantaloupe, and pumpkins.  You need to plant 
seeds and use mini shovels and hoes.  Make sure to give them plenty of sunlight, water oxygen, and shelter.  Make sure you have a dirt area!  Landen D.

What I do is get dirt and scrape it with a gardening tool.  I know that you use a seed and a flower or plant or something like that.  I would plant tomatoes, watermelon and I would 
plant a lot of carrots.  I would take all of the weeds out every day.  Shovel…and I would use gloves.
Cole R.

I know you need rain and sun.  You need watermelon and it takes time.  Pumpkins take time.  Don’t let robins get your strawberries.  Oh, you need a rake, gloves, shovels and 
patience! Ravi E.

You really need to buy the supplies like the tools and seeds.  Then you need a shovel and scoop up the dirt and put the seeds in and water them, but not too much water.  Every day, 
in the morning, afternoon and maybe even bedtime, water your plants. Meadow M.

Put the soil in a pot.  Irrigate the soil.  Irrigate means to loosen up the soil so the roots of the plant can get through the soil and spread out.  Next, read the instructions on how deep to 
plant the seed or plant.  After that, water every day and lastly make sure not to overwater them! Gracie R.

You need a seed to plant in the ground, dirt or a high point and get it watered!  I have to plow it in the ground and I know when I’m ready to pick the vegetables out of it! Erick C.

You do need soil, multiple tools, and seeds.  I would plant potatoes, carrots, and watermelon.  I would plant potatoes because I could have French fries and smoked potatoes with 
carrots.  I could eat them on a hot day if I’m feeling too warm.  With watermelons, I would do the same.  I would care for my garden by feeding it water every day and watch out for 
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animals. MJC.

Gardening is about taking care of it.  You need a small shovel, gloves, tiny rakes, water, sunshine, and somewhere to put it. Alexis K.

You have to use a tool to loosen up the soil.  You could garden food seeds and flower seeds.  I would take care of my garden every day and I will check on it.  I would give it the right 
amount of water and sunlight.  I would plant cilantro for salsa! Mackenzie K.

Some people think all you have to do to garden is to water it.  Well, no…you have to make sure it is watered daily and has sun and shade.  Certain other things help gardens like bees 
and worms.  Bees and worms both do the same job, but in different ways.  Bees bring pollen to fertilize the plant.  Worms fertilize the dirt by breaking down the soil. Mariah M.

Everything I know about gardening…well, first you have to plant seeds on the flowers.  You do that by digging a hole and putting the seeds or flowers in.  Then you will have to put soil 
around the plant and pack it in.  Let it grow and come back and water every day. Brandon O.

First…watering can.  Second…soil.  Third…vegetables, flowers or cacti.  Fourth…you need a pot.  You will have a delicious veggie or a great flower/cacti garden.  Olivia S.

COMMUNITY
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Page 4
What’s the best way to keep your pet 
safe on Fourth of July?
Be kind by keeping pets indoors

Page 8
Chow Time!
Sea stars have no eyes, no ears, no nose. 
They do have a MOUTH on their 
underside. To eat, a sea star CRAWLS on 
top of, and slowly wraps its RAYS around 
its food.

One thing sea stars like to eat is clams. 
Once one has wrapped its rays around a 
clam SHELL, its hundreds of tentacles 
ATTACH to the shell and hang onto it as it 
pulls and pulls until the shell opens. As 
soon as it opens just a little, the sea star 
PUSHES its stomach out of its body and 
into the shell and DIGESTS the clam. 
This can take an hour or two.

Page 11
Troubled Waters
Coral reefs are being destroyed. Human 
pollution MUDDIES waters that the coral 
needs to be clear to SURVIVE. Some 
fishermen explode dynamite or drop 
POISONS on the reefs to capture 
tropical fish and sell them for pets. The 
gradual warming of the oceans in recent 
years has also CAUSED massive 
damage to coral reefs. Some scientists 
worry that unless DRASTIC measures 
are taken, the remaining reefs may be 
gone in 20 years. However, scientists 
also believe that the reefs can be saved 
if ACTIONS are taken now.

Page 15
Troubled Waters
Fireworms PRODUCE an amazing 
UNDERWATER light show. Most of the 
time these worms live UNDERWATER in 
holes and BURROWS at the bottom of 
the sea. But two nights after each full 
MOON, the fireworms SWIM to the 
surface, all aglow. The females and males 
swim around in circles. The females send 
out a glowing CLOUD of eggs.

Page 15

Page 21
A great treasure is all around you …
It is a clean and healthy seashore

Page 17

Page 5
Unscramble the title of this great book.
Ben and Me

Page 7
Find the differences.
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Page 9
Star Match
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LANDEN D.  SIOUXLAND Y

MACKENZIE K.  SIOUXLAND Y

ALEXIS K.  SIOUXLAND Y

MAYA T.  SIOUXLAND Y

IAN B.  
SIOUXLAND Y

HARRISON K. 
SIOUXLAND Y

ALI H. 
SIOUXLAND Y

COLE R.
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“Yo Solo Queria Unos 
Patines de Ruedas….”  (I 
Just Wanted Some Roller 
Skates….)
Our Tia-Mama said she was way 
too young to be a grandmother 
when her first grandchild was 
born, so she became Tia-Mama.  
In Spanish “tia” actually means 
“aunt”…and an aunt is a very special relative to a young child.  Our Tia-
Mama is very special to us and we love that she has a very special name.

Our grandmother Leonor Chavez is a professional hair stylist who has a 
keen sense of color and style.  She was born in Michoacan, Mexico on 
December 18, 1963.  Family life was different back then as Tia-Mama 
gathered wood for fires, did laundry for the family, and created homemade 
tortillas for meals.  Shopping at stores was a luxury for her and she 
remembers that most of the children in the neighborhood wore hand-me-
downs.  

Mexico is a rich and story- filled culture that teaches children early on the 
importance of tolerance and kindness, especially through games.  In many 
neighborhoods you might find such games as escondidas (hide-and-seek), 
balero (a ball attached to a string inside a cup ,or the traditional piñata.  
Dance is equally important to family celebrations and community festivals.  
Tia-Mama mentioned that there really wasn’t much time for celebrations, 
though she did remember one where her father’s birthday was honored in 
San Juan and many family members attended.

At the young age of 14, she traveled by herself to California to live with 
family members.  She remembers wanting very much to save money to buy 
her own roller skates.  (Thus, the title of our article!)  We couldn’t imagine 
being only 14 and traveling so far to live and being away from your family.

Our grandmother went to cosmetology school in California and had a 
house shoppe before moving east.  She now owns her own two salons, one 
in Sioux City and one in Rock Valley.  She is very creative with hair design 
and as you can see in the picture we have fun each summer with new 
colors and new styles.  We feel pretty lucky to have our own personal hair 
designer!

Holidays now are great fun.  Sometimes they are small gatherings, but 
other times the entire family comes.  We celebrate with some traditional 
Mexican food such as:  posole-a special soup, rice and beans, tres leches 
cake, Mexican sweetbread, and homemade tortillas.  Now-a-days, we often 
have store bought tortillas as there are so many good brands to find.  When 
we visited Mexico, Tia-Mama’s sister, Yolanda showed us how to make 
traditional tortillas by hand and we now have small tortilla presses to use.

Most of Tia-Mama’s family is bilingual, as is our father, so family gatherings 
are often centered in Spanish.  We are learning a little each time, and hope 
someday to also be bilingual.  Our Dad, Ramon, translates for us and we 
have a great time learning new things.

Te queremos, Tia-Mama, y gracias.  (We love you, Tia-Mama, and thank 
you.)  We are so very glad you chose this place to live and to celebrate two 
cultures with us every day.

Isabel Martinez 6th Grade Blessed Sacrament School
Brianna Martinez 8th Grade Blessed Sacrament School

My Grandpa and me...
My grandpa Steve Bell was born at home in 1950 on his family farm. 
The closest town was 6 miles away. He did chores on the farm every 
day. As he got older his chores got more and more difficult as he 
helped take care of the animals and did maintenance on the farm. 
As the day would come to an end, the family of 6 would gather and 
watch their black and white television for entertainment. After that, 
they would share stories of the Great Depression and the difficulties 
of the 1930’s before World War II.
They rode a bus to school each day and they would read, write, and 
do arithmetic (math) in coursework.  They would have recess in the 
mornings and afternoons. They had to wear a white button up shirt, 
slacks, and leather shoes. If they didn’t wear one of the pieces of 
clothing they would get detention. There was usually only one car for 
the family and they had to travel to Sioux City (which was about 60 
miles away) once a year to go shopping for school clothes. 
Most Sundays the whole family would go to Mapleton to shop for groceries and every once in a while 
they would get to go to the movie house for a show. It would cost a little less than $4 if they each got a 
soda and a candy at the movie.  Imagine that….it costs a family of four a great deal more in 2015.
His mom taught him how to sew and bake but he spent most of his time with his dad who was his hero. 
His family got the newspaper every day and read it together for the news.   Family time was very 
important and that was passed on to my dad.
Alexis Bell 6th Grade North Middle School

Oral Histories Provide a Treasure Trove of Personal and Historical Information
This month Kid Scoop News highlights stories written by our feature student reporters who interviewed people who had knowledge of past events both personal and historical.  Our 
philosophy maintains that students know better who they are when they know where they are from.  Knowing where one is from includes knowing the people, their stories, the history and the 
topography of your place.  Our reporters are preserving very small pieces of history by interviewing individuals who have wonderful stories to share and provide a very significant insight to 
our past.

Artist & Architect, Howard Horii
At age 92, our great uncle Howard Horii has many stories to tell, but 
one of the most compelling is his story of the Japanese- American 
internment camps during WWII.  Because of their Japanese-
American heritage, after the 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor, 
many Americans viewed the Japanese, even those born 
in this country, with suspicion, and thousands were taken 
to prison camps to remain for the duration of the war. 
Howard’s family was in a camp at the Gila River Relocation 
Center in Arizona and while they tried to make it seem 
normal, they did feel like prisoners. They had lost their 
home, farm, and grocery store and knew it would be 
difficult after the war.

 But Howard’s family, Buddhists in beliefs, let go of the anger and fear that many might have, and 
became successful citizens of the country where he had been born.  So, when Howard visited with us 
by phone, he mainly visited about his childhood, which in his eyes was pretty wonderful.

He called it a pretty typical California childhood.  He was born on January 4, 1923 in Hermosa 
Beach, California.  He was named Nobuo in Japanese, and was given the English name of Howard.  
His father was a farmer and grocery store owner.  He remembers weighing string beans for the 
customers and he was very proud of the fact that he didn’t have to use a scale to weigh an exact 
pound of beans, as he knew it by heart.

His father would let a regional circus house their animals on his farm and in return they were given free 
tickets to the show.  Howard remembers that as a wonderful time and while they didn’t go to movies or 
other events often, the circus was a very special time.

He was raised with 7 brothers and sisters and they often helped on the farm and in the grocery store.  
His brothers and he loved the beach and the ocean and would build surfboards and rafts for the water 
and wooden stock cars for the gravel roads.  School was very typical and Howard did well, especially 
in art.  Through the assistance of a teacher at school, Howard won a scholarship to the Otis Art Institute 
and that began his lifelong pursuit of being an architect.  First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt had visited 
the internment camp while Howard was there, and she told the people to “branch out” and move 
throughout the United States…so Howard chose New York City to pursue his dreams.
Mackenzie  & Chloe McClure North Schools  10th Grade  & 6th Grade
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Karen Sowienski, Resident 
Costumer at Lamb Theatre…
”The Darling of the Stage!
Mara Aesoph Kid Scoop News 
Feature Reporter 6th Grade

Each month, at Kid Scoop News, 
there are special topics that are 
covered. This month, “oral histories”, 
stories about people and about 
the past are highlighted.  This reporter was asked to find 
someone who had a special “story” to tell.  While others might 
interview family members, business owners, or neighbors, this 
reporter chose someone who is considered a “very interesting 
person” throughout the city, I think an interesting person is 
someone who reminds me of a pomegranate…there are layers 
in this fruit and as you peel the layers back, you find this last 
wonderful layer of goodness. My friend and mentor Karen 
Sowienski always has interesting stories to share and if one 
carefully listens, you learn a great deal about everyday life.

Little did  Karen Sowienski realize, more than 60 years ago, that 
she would become the “genius” of the costume department at 
LAMB Theatre in Sioux City.  But with all of her travels and all of 
her interests, she came back to the city where she started. 

She was born in Sioux City and raised in a Greek culture, which 
she believes gives her a flair for the theatre and affects many of 
her food choices!  Her grandparents emigrated from Greece and 
her parents were born in the United States.  She learned to love 
and be passionate about both cultures, which in turn assists with 
her work at the theatre.

She was originally introduced to the theatre by her grade school 
principal in second grade.  She knew that this is what she wanted 
to do the rest of her life.  She was trained in Los Angeles and did 
movies out there but she really wanted to come back to her home 
base of Sioux City.  She had planned on living in New York, too, 
but after her two children were born, she decided to live in Sioux 
City.

She loves the space here and how friendly everyone is.  She says, 
“Everyone knows everyone else.”  According to her, it’s a great 
place to raise children and to do the things you enjoy.

Her favorite actress and personal heroine is Betty Davis.  People 
thought Betty Davis was a “Plain Jane”…but she fooled them.  She 
became the icon for “Betty Davis Eyes”, and a real heroine of the 
Screen Actors’ Guild.

Karen is a born environmentalist.  She doesn’t drive a car, but she 
loves to ride her bike.  She doesn’t own a cell phone, but was once 
a telephone operator.  She celebrates the 17th of every month and 
has a passion for everything “giraffe”.  She is currently the costume 
designer at LAMB Theatre, but secretly, used to be a “Go-Go 
dancer”.  

Karen feels and believes she is a liberated person.  She was once 
a political collector and is still interested in the events going on 
throughout the area.  She loves to cook, which this reporter knows 
personally that she is a good cook, as she shares her special 
Greek cookies with cast members.  Her favorite costuming projects 
were during LAMB’s production of Secret Garden and Sweeney 
Todd.  Let’s hope we always have people like Karen in our region, 
one who celebrates the arts and is a promoter of the Siouxland 
region!

A Great Man….and a Wonderful Great- Grandfather
Right before my great- grandfather died, I had a long interview with him. He was a 
fascinating man and I want to share with others just a little bit of what a great man 
he was. Emil Robert Plantenberg was born February 2nd, 1920 in Crofton, NE. 
Growing up, he was the last of five children.  He had one brother and three sisters. 
His father died before Emil was even born, which created hardships for the family.  
He never got a chance to meet his father, so from a very young age he had to 
become the man of the house. Without plumbing or electricity, there was lots of 
work to be done.
Instead of a car, Emil rode a horse every day to school. He said he was always 
amazed at how the horse could find its way back home all by itself. His teacher 
was a nun, and she was very strict. He said “Whenever I got in trouble, she 
would hit me on the wrist with a ruler.” It taught him to behave, but he said it was 
very painful.  Imagine if that happened today!
In 1956, Emil moved to South Dakota to earn money by building dams. He 
helped to build all three South Dakota dams:  Gavin’s Point,  Oahe, and  Fort 
Pierre.   Emil said the most memorable part of this work was getting in trouble with his equipment and hanging off 
the dam from a 100 foot drop. It took three workers to help him back up. He took a little break and afterwards he 
just kept working. He was a hardworking man.  
Emil and his wife Lavina, went on to raise 12 children and the majority of that time was spent  living in Sioux City.  
He eventually moved back to Crofton and took over the family farm, which had been in the family for 100 years; 
a century farm!  He farmed for about 30 years. After he sold the farm in Crofton, he moved to North Sioux City 
and lived there a few years before his death.
Emil died September 9, 2013. He was ninety-two and lived a good long life. I am so thankful that I got to spend 
time getting to know him, since I know many people don’t get to know their great grandparents.  He will always 
be remembered for his work on all three South Dakota dams, his great personality, and most importantly, his love 
of his family.
Jessica Colt Elk Point-Jefferson Schools 7th Grade

Siouxland’s Irish War Bride, Margaret Elizabeth 
O’Connor
My great-grandmother, Margaret Elizabeth O’Connor was born in 
Belfast, Northern Ireland along with four other siblings.  When she 
was only fourteen, she worked at a linen factory as she helped to 
take care of the family.  She was a teenager during World War II 
and was an official air raid warden and when there was danger 
close by…she would grab her bicycle and yell out the warnings to 
all who would listen.  Her mother died when she was very young 
and she became the caretaker of the family.  Life was hard, but 
many families nearby were affected by the war.

Margaret did the family laundry using a scrub board and she cooked many meals the old fashioned way.  Each 
member of the family had chores to complete and they did it without complaining.  Margaret met a young 
American soldier named David Udell who was soon to become her husband. Margaret became a “war bride”.  
War brides are women who left their native countries after the war and married soldiers from Allied forces.  Over 
100,000 GI war brides left the United Kingdom which includes Northern Ireland.

 They met in 1943 and after David travelled back to the United States, she followed in 1945.  She travelled by 
ship with other war brides and after being processed through Staten Island, she travelled by train to Chicago and 
transferred to another train to Sioux City.  Imagine being all alone in a foreign country, preparing for a totally 
new life.  Margaret and the other war brides are individuals who could teach all of us about commitment and 
strength during very difficult times.

Margaret was deeply affected by the greeting she was given in Sioux City.  A feast had been organized and 
there was more food at the table then she had ever seen.  In Ireland, each family was given only one egg to 
share each week and other staples were difficult to find.  She doesn’t understand why people don’t appreciate 
what they have here in the United States.  For her, living here is truly celebrating the American Dream.  

Margaret still lives in Sioux City and enjoys her grandchildren and great grandchildren.  At Kid Scoop News 
stories such as hers need to be shared and not forgotten.  She truly is one from the “Greatest Generation” who 
demonstrates what living is all about!

Natalie Bousquet  West Middle School 6th Grade

COMMUNITY
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Which scar
you more?
A shark or

a bee?

es

Hammerhead
Shark Leopard

Shark

Thresher
Shark

Sand Tiger
Shark

Great White
Shark

Match each
shark to its
silhouette.

Answers: Tiger shark, Hammerhead, Great White.

Standards Link:
Students
recognize
similarities and
differences in
common
objects.

Standards Link: Life Science; animals have features that help
them survive in different environments.

Most people are more afraid of sharks than bees. Yet bee stings have killed more 
people than sharks! Most of the more than 300 different kinds of sharks are not dangerous. 
The Great White shark is the most dangerous of all, but hardly anyone sees it. It likes to stay in deep 
ocean water where most people don’t swim.
Standards Link: Life Science; Students understand that animals have different external features that help them survive in different habitats.

Sharks come in all shapes and sizes. Some have stripes. 
Others have spots. Can you list one or more ways each 
of these sharks is different from the others?

Example: The Leopard 
shark has spotted 
markings.

Did you know that Lantern sharks 
have bellies that glow in the dark? 

To learn more fascinating facts 
about sharks, take a dive into 

your local library!
No two kinds of sharks have the same 
kind of teeth. Scientists can tell what 

kind of shark a tooth came from just by 
the way it looks.

To find out what type of shark each tooth 
came from, unscramble the words.

Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.
SHARKS
SHAPES
DANGEROUS
STINGS
TOOTH
WATER
WHITE
OCEAN
SPOTS
SWIM
TIGER
LANTERN
DIVE
AFRAID

M

E

W

O

C

A

E

N

H

D

I

V

E

E

V

H

S

W

L

F

W

H

I

T

E

U

A

A

R

E

S

O

N

R

O

F

N

S

E

O

F

E

S

R

R

T

E

T

T

G

H

E

E

A

E

P

A

I

A

S

E

G

I

R

A

T

R

N

W

T

N

D

N

H

K

R

O

G

H

A

R

B

S

S

T

O

P

S

D

K

Answers: Pearls, helmet, crown, bomb, wine bottle, drum, nails

Some sharks eat almost anything! Follow Chomper’s trail to 
find some of the surprising things that have been found 
inside shark stomachs.

Standards Link: Environmental Science: Pollution in the environment can have 
detrimental effects on animals.
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Which scar
you more?
A shark or

a bee?

es

Hammerhead
Shark Leopard

Shark

Thresher
Shark

Sand Tiger
Shark

Great White
Shark

Match each
shark to its
silhouette.

Answers: Tiger shark, Hammerhead, Great White.

Standards Link:
Students
recognize
similarities and
differences in
common
objects.

Standards Link: Life Science; animals have features that help
them survive in different environments.

Most people are more afraid of sharks than bees. Yet bee stings have killed more 
people than sharks! Most of the more than 300 different kinds of sharks are not dangerous. 
The Great White shark is the most dangerous of all, but hardly anyone sees it. It likes to stay in deep 
ocean water where most people don’t swim.
Standards Link: Life Science; Students understand that animals have different external features that help them survive in different habitats.

Sharks come in all shapes and sizes. Some have stripes. 
Others have spots. Can you list one or more ways each 
of these sharks is different from the others?

Example: The Leopard 
shark has spotted 
markings.

Did you know that Lantern sharks 
have bellies that glow in the dark? 

To learn more fascinating facts 
about sharks, take a dive into 

your local library!
No two kinds of sharks have the same 
kind of teeth. Scientists can tell what 

kind of shark a tooth came from just by 
the way it looks.

To find out what type of shark each tooth 
came from, unscramble the words.

Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.
SHARKS
SHAPES
DANGEROUS
STINGS
TOOTH
WATER
WHITE
OCEAN
SPOTS
SWIM
TIGER
LANTERN
DIVE
AFRAID

M

E

W

O
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Answers: Pearls, helmet, crown, bomb, wine bottle, drum, nails

Some sharks eat almost anything! Follow Chomper’s trail to 
find some of the surprising things that have been found 
inside shark stomachs.

Standards Link: Environmental Science: Pollution in the environment can have 
detrimental effects on animals.

Granny’s Stitches in Leeds is 
“Keeping the World Sewing!”
“Come in and learn something new and 
have fun,” says Jeanne Matlock, owner 
of Granny’s Stitches in Leeds. “I love to 
teach and help others and no one is ever 
turned away from our door!”  Jeanne is 
true to her word and as the students for 
Saturday’s classes stepped into the back 
room, no one was turned away!

Jeanne was born in 1954 and at a very young age she learned how to sew. Her great- 
grandmother and grandmother taught her how to have patience and determination when 
she was sewing. At home, fabric was never wasted or thrown away.  They would cut 
the buttons off the shirts to save, and cut the shirts into thin strips, and crochet them into 
rugs.  Her own parents were born in a time that being thrifty was simply a way of life, and 
Jeanne believes that most seamstresses would agree that you should never waste fabric or 
any special sewing item.

Jeanne started Granny’s Stitches after the old Viking Sewing Machine store in Leeds closed 
down and Hancock Fabrics in the Marketplace Mall closed.  Jeanne saw the sign in the 
Viking store that read, “For Sale” and with help from friends and family started up a small 
sewing business. Without the Hancock Fabric store, customers were often asking her where 
to find materials.  Jeanne said, “You have to have fabric if you are going to have a sewing 
machine shop.”  So the next step in building the business was to include other sewing items 
including a grand stock of fabrics!

You may be wondering how Granny’s got its name.  When Jeanne’s first granddaughter 
was born, her mother, mother- in- law, and grandmother were all still alive.   Her 
granddaughter would have been very confused to call each of them “grandma” so   
Jeanne had the idea for the grandchildren to simply call her “Granny” and it stuck!  When 
it came time to give the store a name, a friend of Jeanne’s said, “It has to be Granny’s!

When her daughter and granddaughter moved here from Indiana, Jeanne wanted to teach 
them how to sew more difficult items. She brought her granddaughter into the back room 
where they hold classes and Jeanne suggested that they sew something together.  Her 
granddaughter said, “I have no idea how to sew anything, Granny!”  Jeanne just laughed 
and taught her how to use all of the different machines.  Her granddaughter loves coming 
to class and learning how to create the beautiful designs that Jeanne creates.

Jeanne holds sewing classes monthly where kids of all ages can come and learn how to 
sew and make something fun. For the past few months, sewing students have been making 
holiday-themed projects.  As seen in the photo, they have sewn Easter decorations shaped 
like bunnies, eggs with pockets in the front, crosses, and chicks. For Mother’s Day the 
seamstresses made tissue box covers for their mothers. This month fabric trash cans were 
sewn with ties to hang them on the sun visors.  Father’s Day was special in many homes!

Classes are only $15 per child for two hours of sewing fun. The classes are held the third 
Saturday of the month from ten o’ clock until noon. This coming month the students had 
wanted to do something different, so Jeanne decided that pillowcases with their names 
embroidered on the front would be perfect.

Students who attend the classes love them.  They have fun making 
new friends and talking to old ones. The entire class is a fun-
friendly environment. According to one student, “I like going to 
Granny’s Stitches because they teach you how to sew and how to 
work on the machine.  I like to learn different things and I always 
do something new.  I’ve learned to make headbands, hot pads, 
and so much more!  The best part of it all is that if you don’t have 
a sewing machine, Granny’s has one you can use and if your 
machine breaks, they fix it.  I always look forward to the next 
thing that we will make at classes.”  What a wonderful testimony 
to Jeanne Matlock and Granny’s Stitches!

Alexis Bell 6th Grade North Middle School
Alex Kleinschmit 6th Grade North Middle School
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Classroom Sponsors
Tanworld & Lori Lee’s
Bruce & Jeanette Hopkins
United Bank of Iowa, Moville
Book People
Triview/Quality Telecommunications
KVLZ Custom Bailing, 
Climbing Hill, IA
Akron Gold & Silver
Bluebird Springs Orchard - Akron
Deck Law
Paul & Tamme Saul
Yellow Rose Catering - Moville
Gretchen Gondek

Dr. Stee Maxwell
Helen Maxwell
Dr. Earl Maxwell 
Sterk Financial - Dakota Dunes
Granny Stitches
Friendship & Service Club, Akron, IA
Judie Uhlir
EFMC Inc.
Bill & Becky McKenney
Doug Harrold
Allan Wall
In Memory of Gene Windeshausen, 
Principal at Crescent Park & Bryant

Partners In Education
AFSCME Local 212
Anonymous Sponsor
Charlies 
Irwin Painting
Lilly Family Dentistry

Belle Touché
Convergys
Chesterman’s
Summit Dental

You!

Classroom subscriptions are delivered free of charge and rely primarily on sponsorships.  Currently, more than 1000 Siouxland students will be 
receiving the monthly magazine with many more waiting for sponsorships.  Be part of our literacy team! Contact one of the Kid Scoop News team 
members for information about business, organizational, and individual sponsorships.

Classroom Sponsorship    $125   
Partner In Education    $250
Bronze Corporate     $500     

Silver Corporate   $1,000
Gold Corporate   $2,500    
Benefactor    $5,000

This is a yearly sponsorship. All sponsorship levels have “extras” included. Sponsorships will be recognized on the back 
page of each monthly issue of Kid Scoop News and on the website at NIESiouxland.com. Sponsor today and know that 
children throughout Siouxland will be applauding!

JEANETTE HOPKINS
NIE Coordinator ~The Sioux City Journal

(712)293-4328
jhopkins@siouxcityjournal.com

facebook.com/NIESiouxland
on the web NIESiouxland.com

THANKS

YYoYoY uThank
from

Your  
Company Here


