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The United States has an amazing variety of National Parks. From hot deserts to 
mountain forests to the seashore, find out more about them in this issue.
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WELCOME TO THE THIRD ISSUE OF KID SCOOP NEWS!
Kid Scoop News, is a magazine designed for and by our own Siouxland students.  
Kid Scoop News is a monthly newspaper packed with pencil-grabbing games, 
puzzles, brain teasers and showcases our regional students’ writing, school projects 
and artwork.  Along with celebrating the innovative teaching practices of our 
regional educators, Kid Scoop News is designed to support the current teaching 
curriculum by presenting a high-interest text with illustrations, charts, diagrams and 
activities that will excite learners of all ages.

Where else, in the Midwest region, will you find a children’s magazine that is filled 
with materials that celebrate the cultural, environmental, business, and educational 
fiber of the area?

This month, along with the syndicated themes of creepy, crawly insects….Cowboy 
Cool, and National Parks…we are featuring a Metropolitan Opera musician, 
a children’s book author, area businesses, year round school gardens, and the 
Explorers, to name a few. Imagine a world where the mind is never wasted and the 
children learn by doing and you will be in our Siouxland. 
What we emphasize in Kid Scoop News is the understanding and inspiration 
students receive from knowing what is termed “a sense of place”.  Children know 
who they are when they know where they are from, the people of their place, the 
stories and history of a place and the topography.  Our goal is to have these future 
citizens of Siouxland engaged in learning activities that are connected to their 
current educational plan that supports and promotes literacy.  We are all about 
community and without the support of the readers of Siouxland, this project would 
not be possible. Collectively, we are promoting lifelong literacy, by enhancing the 
quality of literacy to transform our Siouxland students into engaged and active 
citizens.

Kid Scoop News recognizes our area teachers as some of the most autonomous, 
creative and thoughtful educators anywhere.  Along with administrators, parents and 
guardians we believe our collective efforts will help to improve literacy.  According 
to the International Literacy Association, “Literacy isn’t instinctive, inherited, given or 
grown into.”  It is taught and shared by communities of educators and individuals just 
like all of us.  Let’s inspire our Siouxland students and in turn have them inspire us!  
By reading and writing articles in newspapers, students gain such an understanding 
of how to introduce a subject, expand on the details, and summarize the theme.  
Our area students are reporting on topics that are of high interest to them and to the 
other student readers.  Many teachers not only use Kid Scoop News for publishing 
opportunities but to teach the children to better understand informational topics from 
the world around them….a very inexpensive way to do so.

This month, we’ve included a special section on activities and events organized 
by Siouxland teachers.  Teachers who celebrate learning with their students are 
teachers who understand the power of acknowledging the time and hard work 
students have completed in the classroom. Teachers who create memories for the 
students, understand how those special events will be the ones remembered by the 
students and will empower the students to become caring, committed, and active 
members of our community.

Next month, we are featuring area “oral histories”….true stories of individuals who 
have lived a lifetime and have the experiences, the courage, the scars, and the 
time to share them with us.  Please contact the Kid Scoop News editors if you have 
any contributions about this topic to share with our readers.  Parents, your child is 
welcome to contribute to Kid Scoop News during the summer months when school is 
not in session.  Please send those contributions to the email addresses below.
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F_rg_ve to live, 
l_ve to f_rg_ve. 

Be th_ _ghtful, 
m_ndful, and 

k_ndf_l. 

Be gr_tef_l, 
not h_tef_l. 

Replace the missing vowels 
to reveal some of Michael’s 

favorite sayings.

Michael Pritchard spoke to students about 
how to be fearless. “Fear is the little dark room where negatives 

are developed,” said Pritchard.Pritchard inspired Meadow School students 

to show leadership and not to bully, 
to respect others and be fearless.

By Owen Bennett, Owen Davis, Everett Sprague 
and Parker Wood

Michael Pritchard has been working with others for 46 years. He still has fun playing, telling jokes, and 
goofing off as an adult. There is a saying that he shares and it goes like this: “You don’t stop playing 
because you get old, you get old because you stop playing.”

bully, thers and bee fffeaeaearlrlrlesesess.s.

Pr

By Ishaan Varma and Andrew Prasetya

What to do in a 
bullying situation

Michael Pritchard gave an amazing 

speech that taught kids to “stop 

bullying and be a defender.”

Pritchard talked about what to do in 

a bullying situation.

 “I think everyone has been bullied 

at one point. And some people are 

being mean on the Internet. You 

have to be kind. There are some 

people that don’t want to be kind, 

some people have problems with 

anger. It’s important that we 

intervene, confront, and enlighten.”
Kid Scoop News thanks Michael Pritchard for 
donating a visit to Meadow School. For more 

information about Pritchard’s inspirational and 
educational programs, please visit

www.michaelpritchard.com

By Jamie McCaughey

             n February 17, 2015, a 
            wonderful speaker came to 
Meadow School in Petaluma, Calif. 
to speak about bullying. He gave a 
speech about how you should 
prevent bullying. His name was 
Michael Pritchard. 

Pritchard has had several different 
occupations, like a medic with the 
Air Force National Guard, voice 

actor (for Star Wars and Sesame 
Street), stand-up comedian, 
motivational speaker, and 
probation officer. 

Pritchard shared a lot of wisdom 
during his speech.

“Readers are leaders; leaders are 
readers. Leadership, a good ship 
to sail on,” said Pritchard.

By Kenzie Marks and Alice Williams
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At Kid Scoop News we believe that the very best education is one where the children are engaged, inquisitive, and celebrated.  Children learn best 
when there is an atmosphere of trust and respect.  Throughout the year, we have been honored to visit so many special classrooms and schools.  
Kid Scoop News is all about showing what is absolutely right about the Siouxland schools.  We would like to share a few of the “celebrations” 

that have occurred in schools this year.  Celebrations include activities where the staff and students honor and support each other.  Kudos to all 
of our Siouxland teachers, support staff, and students for having such a wonderful year!

One World Living Together
Unity Elementary School-Multicultural Fair 2015
Feature Reporters:   Sofie Vasquez and Lucky Saengthip   Unity Elementary   5th Grade

Unity Elementary School in Sioux City celebrated a weeklong Multicultural Fair this past month.  The fair was 
designed as a celebration of diversity; one to promote awareness and provide 
education about the various cultures in the community.  According to school 
principal, Ron Koch, “The fair is a way for us to recognize and celebrate many 
of the different cultures around the world.  At Unity and Sioux City, we are a 
very diverse community and it is so very important for the students and staff to be 
aware and to celebrate the different cultures.”  Mr. Koch was very impressed by 
all of the different programs and activities and could not decide on one favorite 
part of the festival. He said that it was all “awesome and well-organized”.  The 

week was filled with laughter, celebration, fun, and educational activities connected to the school curriculum.

Unity staff and students enjoyed music, art, dance, storytelling, food and other activities that honored the 
community’s rich heritage and diversity and in turn they developed a deeper understanding of each other.  Kudos 
to the staff and students at Unity Elementary for promoting
the celebration of diversity and sharing their celebration with the Siouxland community.

On Monday afternoon, May 4, complete with an opening flag ceremony, the Unity Choir directed by Alison 
Bondy, shared in welcoming the crowd along with Principal Ron Koch.  Teachers TaRae Gardner and Jeanne 
Farley-Wamberg led the flag ceremony by sharing information about the flags and countries that were 
represented as students carried in the flags on both sides of the auditorium.  Speaker Justin Rhodes of Briar Cliff 
University shared with the audience the importance of not just tolerating or accepting differences, but knowing 
the need to celebrate as the most important aspect of the fair.

Fair organizers, TaRae Gardner and Jeanne Farley-Wamberg, believe that Unity is like a “big family”.  After Mrs. 
Gardner hosted a classroom fair last year in the fifth grade, the school decided to branch out and include all 
of the staff and students.  From these reporters’ perspectives, the staff took on a huge task and they were glad 
that they did.  Unity has two very special mottos:  TEAM:  Treat others the way you would like to be treated. 
Excellence is a way of life. Always put others first. Make a difference in the world.  The second motto is like a 
philosophy:  Unity is a positive place to be and a great place to learn.  These two feature reporters will vouch 
that during the Multicultural Fair, the two mottos were at full steam.  Everyone appeared to enjoy the special 
activities and learned a great deal about other cultures.

A traditional Mexican Pineapple Dance entertained the crowd during the afternoon.  Ruth Martinez and Cristina 
Guzman, Briar Cliff University students, discussed the dance and costumes to aid students in recognizing the 
differences between the dances and costumes of the entertainers.  The dance was followed by an “explosion” of 
beautiful bagpipe music played by Sgt. Michael Manthorne of the Sioux City Police Department.  Mr. Manthorne 
answered questions posed by students about the difficulties of playing such a complicated instrument.  

Mr. Manthorne’s love of the bagpipes and his years of 
practice gave the audience an enjoyable introduction to this 
Irish and Scottish instrument.

The week’s activities included amazing performances by such 
groups as:  The LaPerla Tapatia 
Irving dancers, Jasmine Pickner, an incredible Bell Hoop 
Dancer, the Pho Mon Buddhist Temple Dragon and 
Vietnamese Dancers, as well as several gallery art walks.  
The taste buds were also given many treats throughout 

the week as 
volunteers 
shared some 
excellent snacks 
for the students 
to enjoy.

Liberty Elementary School 
Celebrates Success!
Liberty Elementary Staff hosts a very special 
celebration for a year of successes by the students.  
This year, the staff organized an “unofficial” Color 
Run and as shown in Kenny Lam’s writing below…
it was a huge success.  Congratulations to Liberty 
Elementary for sharing with us…a great end of the 
year celebration.

The Color Run was a great experience.  It was fun, 
challenging and an exciting adventure.  The moment 
they threw color at you, it was hard not to crack a 
smile!  The hard work that the Liberty Staff puts into 
these events is incredible.  It gives families, teachers, 
and students of all ages a good memory to enjoy.
When I arrived at the school, I immediately was 
excited.  The entrance looks grand and the students 
and staff were ready at the front of the school.  I 
started talking to some friends I kow.  We talked 
about how much color we were going to have on us 
at the end of the event.  Then we wondered how we 
were going to get it off.
Right when the Color Run began, everyone started 
rushing.  I had to wait up for my brother because 
he was a little behind.  We raced together every 
single lap.  I remember when someone accidentally 
threw yellow color in my brother’s face and I had 
to help him clean it off.  I encouraged him to run 
faster because we were behind.  Finally, we caught 
up with my friends.  We would run a long time and 
then take a break by walking.
When I was on the final lap, I had the urge to run 
more.  I had been mostly colored in blue and I 
couldn’t wait to get more color.  My friends and I 
raced to see who could be the first one across the 
line…by the end, it didn’t matter, we had a great 
time!  Thanks to Mr. Short and all the staff at Liberty 
Elementary for helping us to celebrate the end of the 
year and all of our successes!
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Riverside Elementary School Designs a Community 
Garden
KUDOS to Principal Mary Motz and the Riverside Elementary School 
where one of Siouxland’s newest community gardens has been 
developed.  With the assistance from: the Iowa State Extension 
Department, the Sioux City Blue Zone Committee, Siouxland Master 
Gardeners, Bomgaars, Sue Brown and Laurie Taylor, Riverside is well 

on its way to harvesting a colorful, healthy and fully cooperatively-developed garden.

Jasmine Mendoza and Piper Sandage, 5th grade students at Riverside believe that the garden 
has really helped to build a new sense of commitment from everyone towards the school and the 
community.  “You feel better when you have put some hard work into something.  You want the 
project to go well and you want everyone to feel that they have done something worthwhile,” stated 
Jasmine.

“We are actually eating our hard work,” Piper laughed as she agreed with Jasmine’s statement.
“I really like seeing the younger students help and I know what we are doing will be a good thing for 
them in the years to come.”  Both students agreed that volunteering is the best part of the project.

“We have healthy snacks during the day so why not consider the garden foods for our healthy snack 
time at school?  Jasmine pondered this for a bit before adding, “You know, when you work together, 
you really learn to get along.  It gives you this respect for each other and the earth…yes, really… you 
begin to respect the earth.”

Piper agreed.  “It was a good bonding experience.  I think going outside for a classroom is the best 
idea.  It’s so much better outside.  You know with all of this global warming discussion, it’s really 
good that we know more about the issues when we can see and feel it outside.”

Mrs. Motz shared with the reporters that the garden definitely was a community garden.  “This 
summer, some of the Riverside Community members have volunteered to keep watch over the garden, 
weed it when needed and harvest the produce as it is ready.”  Students have planted broccoli, 
potatoes, lettuce, carrots, scallions radishes, and asparagus for eating and field corn for decorative 
items.  Since “bunnies” as Piper put it, can be a bit of a problem, marigolds border the garden as a 
natural protection from the hungry Peter Rabbits in the neighborhood.

“We wanted a garden to be a solid learning experience for the students.  The kids are my 
inspiration…if  we have a project where all of the students could be involved and found pride in 
what they were doing, we would have a project worth doing.”  After a house was torn down near 
the school, Mrs. Motz was given the possibility of using the ground for something different.  She 
considered many different ideas before developing the community garden idea.  “This is all about 

community.  Riverside is a very special place and people want 
to remember it as a special neighborhood. I’ve seen the older 
students helping younger students and they feel such a sense 
of pride.  That is exactly what I wanted to happen.”  Mrs. Motz 
shared with the reporters that part of the project had to do with 
the students understanding where the food came from….a garden 
to table concept.  “Many of the younger students, when I asked 
about the food source, thought that French Fries and Lays potato 
chips were grown.  I had to laugh, but it really brought home the 
reason for why we planted the garden to heart.”  

Kid Scoop News Feature Reporters, with assistance from the Kid 
Scoop News staff:
Jasmine Mendoza Riverside Elementary School 5th Grade
Piper Sandage Riverside Elementary School 5th Grade

The Garden Scoop 
from Lawton-Bronson 
Elementary School
May has been a busy month for 
the Lawton-Bronson school and 
community garden.  All 4 of the 

garden beds have been planted with mainly cool season crops 
such as radishes, lettuce, kale and spinach.  The students and 
teachers planted sweet corn, squash, carrots and snap peas.
The school recently received  a $500 Team Nutrition Grant.  The 
money from the grant was used to purchase the materials to build 
3 grow lights and 2 tripod trellises.  Buckets were planted with 
tomato plants and potatoes bought with grant funds.  They were 
also able to purchase birdseed and planters.
Three classrooms are bucket/basket gardening.  Some buckets 
have been planted with tomatoes and the rest have potatoes.  A 
class was offered at the Sioux City Garden Show so the students 
have learned how to garden using buckets.  They put about 
2-3 inches of soil into each bucket/basket and then planted 
3 potatoes.  They covered the potatoes with soil.  When the 
potatoes pop out of the soil, the green shoots are covered with 
more soil.  The students continue to do this until the soil reaches 
the top of the containers.  After several weeks, there will be 
beautiful potato plants.
 2 tripod trellises were assembled for the plants which will 
eventually vine.  String will be added and the bottom left open for 
students to enjoy and sit in the trellis.  This project has been put 
on hold until the pergola has been added to our classroom.
 Grow lights have been assembled and are being used.  Ms. 
Siepker’s class is doing an experiment using peppers.  Mrs. 
Flammang, a teacher at the high school, gave the gardeners 
some peppers to enjoy in the fall.  The students carefully saved 
and dried some of the seeds.  A comparison of how seeds 
planted from a package grow, to how harvested seeds that are 
saved grow is being developed.  Mrs. Roberts provided 2 tomato 
plants grown from seeds using her grow lights to be planted in a 
bucket.
A patron of our district gave a monetary donation in honor of her 
brother.  She shared that her brother loved nature.  A butterfly 
bench was purchased in honor of his love of nature.  
 A storage bench was purchased.  Our gardening tools and 
gloves are now in the garden!
    
 Whew!  May was a busy month!

The staff at Kid Scoop News wanted to share with our readers a little more information about the value of a community garden.  Educators have found that 
school gardens support student inquiry, connection to the natural world, and engages students in the process of formulating meaningful questions.  As seen 
in both of our young reporters’ observations, students enjoy working in the gardens and have a very positive attitude towards learning and helping others.  
We believe that students who have school garden programs in science curriculums score significantly higher on science achievement tests.
The staff believes that programs where students have a hands-on, minds-on approach to learning are programs where you will see significant growth in 
attitude and achievement.  Kid Scoop News reporters all over Siouxland are finding that the individuals working in businesses and at jobs that they love, 
understand that work is hard, but if you have a passion for it….it is fun.  We would like to thank all of the grownups who have supported the learning that is 
going on through our magazine. We believe that the students who are involved with our project are also working hard, researching well….and having fun!
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         ost ants build 
           their homes or 
nests underground. 
They dig tunnels and 
rooms. The extra dirt 
is carried outside and 
forms a hill around the 
entrance.

Underground ant nests 
contain many different 
rooms with different 
functions. There is a 

room where the queen 
lays eggs. A team of 
worker ants cares for 
the queen, her ant 
larva and the cocoons.

       nt nests also have 
         special rooms to 
store food, a nursery 
for young ants and 
resting rooms for 
worker ants.

By Nellie Fly

Standards Link: Life Science: Living organisms have distinct structures and body systems that 
serve special functions in growth, survival and reproduction.

Leafcutter ants live in the                    and collect leaves by 
first              them into small pieces using their sharp, pointed 
jaws. They carry the             back to their nest, holding them 
high above their heads.

Surprisingly, they            eat the leaves. Instead, they use 
them to           food! Back at the           , smaller worker ants 
          the leaves clean and cut them into tiny pieces. These 
are then chewed up and made into miniature                 heaps 
to grow the fungus on which they           .

When an ant finds a 
large piece of food, 
it returns to the nest 
and enlists other 
worker ants to help carry 
the food. On the way back to 
the nest, the ant leaves a trail 
of odors as landmarks, so that 
it can find its way back 
to the food.

rainforest
cutting

pieces

don’tgrow

nestlick compost
feed

Oops! Leafcutter ants removed some words from this 
article. Draw a line to where each word belongs.

Ants are very, very, very small.  Quite a few people step on ants every day.  Ants live their lives underground most of the time.  Anteaters eat ants.  There 
are excellent jobs for ants such as:  guards, hole diggers, foragers, and the nursing ant.  They are very hard workers.
Kayden G. Sergeant Bluff-Luton  4th Grade
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Two Weird Ants
Molly M. 
Once upon a time there were two 
weird ants who liked to go on 
adventures. They went on long trips to 
find The Magic Crystals, but the ants could never find 
them. One day the ants found this mountain made of 
bricks, so the ants climbed inside. The mountain was 
not dark like normal ones. It had these big fireflies 
hanging all around, but these fireflies stayed in one 
place and their tails never blinked they just stayed on. 
The ants finally found the sweet magic crystals they 
were looking for, but then they couldn’t find their way 
out! Soon a secret door opened and they got out!

Two Bad Ants
 Jacob D.
Two ants went to find their birthstones because it was 
their birthday (they were born on the same day).  
But the two ants went alone! They were looking for 
diamonds (they were born in April). They looked 
alone and found some, but they felt trapped. The ants, 
clutching the diamonds, soon got out of the cage and 
into a dark and scary place! They chewed a hole and 

crawled through. Next 
thing they knew, they were 
on top of a banana peel! 
They saw black around 
them and crawled out. 
They went to the pit and 
were safe.

The Real World
 Ian H.
One day a scout ant came back with news. 
“I found food!” said the scout. “Let’s give it 
to the queen and see if she likes it.” “I LOVE 
it!” said the queen. “Go get some more.” 
So the scout and other ants set off with 
the scout leading them. The ants sang a 

song, “We’re off to find some food for our wonderful 
queen!” They sang for a long, long time. “We are 
almost there,” said the scout, “We just need to climb 
this mountain.” So they climbed and climbed and 
finally they were there. “Let’s grab some crystals for 
the queen and then leave,” said the scout, “but I am 
going to stay here. I like it here.” So he stayed and 
he ate all of the sweet crystals. He was very, very full. 
He fell asleep and in the morning he woke up to a 
big scoop picking him up! It put him into a big. brown 
lake. He was scared so he got out. He hid in a big 
cave on something that looked like a mountain, but 
he was stuck. Finally, he got loose and got away. The 
next day his friends came to get more crystals. They 
saw nothing there so he got in line with them and went 
home. He lived happily ever after.

The Two Ants
Alyssia W. 
Once there were two ants who liked to explore the 
world. So one day they wandered off. They came 
to a stop. There was a mountain above. It had red 
blocks on it. Then there was a cave that had a light 
in it. Soon they saw a big bucket full of crystals. Five 
minutes later a big scoop went in to grab them. Then 
there was a big thump on the wood. Two minutes later 
the ants found a big hay bale with a wood stick on it, 

and they got swept up! Then they got put into a big 
black bag.  Ten minutes later they saw a big red string 
tying them up. Then they were dumped into a big pile 
of garbage. Ten seconds later they escaped, and they 
went back home! They definitely learned a lesson.

Two Bad Ants
 Sayler J.
Once upon a time, there were two bad ants that left 
their colony because some giant stepped on their 
home. Well, it was a giant to them. So they ran to a 
classroom and ran into a big dark cave, but the dark 
cave electrocuted them and they flung out of the dark 
cave and into the trash. At that exact time, the trash 
truck was there and the ants got swept up. That was 
the end of Millie and Milo’s life. 

Two Smelly Ants
 Kadence P.
One day two ants were looking for food, when 
suddenly something swooped by and scared the two 
ants. They fell into a puddle. When they got back to 
their colony, they stunk so badly that the other ants 
sent them away to go take a bath. So they set off! 
First they ran into a flooded lake, which was actually 
a sink. They went down the big black hole (garbage 
disposal). Finally they went into this other hole 
(garbage can), and 
they went home with 
garbage all over them. 
Then when they were 
walking home, they 
tripped into a clean 
puddle and smelled like 
perfume.

Fictional Ant Stories:   
Hinton Elementary 3rd Grade

NURSERY

REST
AREA

FOOD
STORAGE

QUEEN

Use the code to 
discover facts 

about ants.
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Do you love bugs? How would you 
like to have a job where you got to 
be with bugs everyday? You might 

want to study entomology. 
Entomology is the study of insects 
and an entomologist is a bug 
scientist. There are lots of careers 
for entomologists!

Many zoos have bug exhibits with live bugs and 
they need entomologists to take care of the bugs. 
Entomologists create special terrariums that 
imitate each bug’s natural habitat. Entomologists 
also know what kind of food to feed their bugs 
and how much heat and light they like.

When a movie scene needs 
bugs, who gets a call? 
Entomologists study 
how insects behave, they
know how to get them to do 
things movie directors want 
them to do. Bug directing 
entomologists have made bees swarm a 
beekeeper for a fried chicken commercial and made 
a cockroach run across a floor then flip over! Find the two identical movie bugs.

By Nellie Fly

Which label goes with which symbol? 
Unscramble the letters on each label 
and then draw a line from the label to 
its corresponding exhibit symbol.

Standards Link: Spelling: Spell grade-level appropriate words correctly.

Make a flipbook! Paste 
each of these pictures on 
heavy paper (an old deck 

of cards works great). 
Flip the cards to see this 

bug flip out!
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Beekeeper
 Gabbie F. and Belle D.
A beekeeper manages colonies of bees in order to 
harvest honey. It is a beekeeper’s responsibility to 
remove the honey as it becomes ready during the 
summer months and to add additional boxes with 
honeycombs if the bees need more space to produce. 
A queens to sell to other famers. When harvesting 
honey, a beekeeper needs to wear a protective suit, 
gloves, and veil to prevent from getting stung. A 
beekeeper needs to maintain healthy bees, prepare 
colonies for any sign of disease, and replace the 
queen bee when necessary. The honey from the bees 
is purified by straining it and skimming any impurities 
away. The honey is then ready to be jarred and sold.

Butterfly Tagging
Callie B. and Sara S., Hinton
Butterfly tagging is when workers or volunteers place 
tags on the wings of monarch butterflies.  Each tagged 
butterfly must have a tagged code with three letters 
and three numbers. The monarchs are then tracked 
to learn more about their migration patterns. Tagging 
monarchs continues today to learn more about how 
climate trends and humans affect their migration 
patterns. Butterfly tagging can be a hobby or a job. 
You can volunteer to be a butterfly tagger; otherwise, 
conservationists do it as part of their job.

Beekeeper
Bode B., Daniel B., and Brady B.
A beekeeper is a person who keeps honeybees. 
Beekeepers are also called “honey farmers”. 
Honeybees produce commodities such as honey, 
beeswax, pollen, and royal jelly. While some 
beekeepers also raise queens and bees to sell to other 
farmers, some also do it to satisfy scientific curiosity. 
Beekeepers also use honeybees to provide pollination 
services to fruit and vegetable growers. Many people 
keep bees as a hobby. Others do it for income either 
as a sideline to another job, or as a commercial 
operator. These factors al affect the number of 
colonies maintained by the beekeeper. 

This first grade classroom designed a very special 
“Bug Hall of Fame”.  After all, insects are incredibly 
important to the world of diversity and play a very 
special role in keeping the earth’s biosphere in order!

Grasshoppers can go to the Hall of Fame because 
they jump so high.  Some are green and sometimes 
you can’t see them in the grass.  Some are brown.   
Rosaizellah A.
I would put an owl butterfly in the Hall of Fame 
because they are super big and I think they are really 
cool.   
 Addy R.
I would put the praying mantis in the Hall of Fame 
because it is big and green.  
Connor C.

I would put a butterfly in the Hall of Fame because of 
the butterfly’s life cycle.  
Brandon D.
Butterflies are the best bug in the world!  They are all 
kinds of them in Sioux Falls.  They have a Sertoma 
Butterfly House.    
Riley L.
I would put the fly in the Hall of Fame because it 
makes good snacks for spiders.  They fly and they 
can’t see the web.    
Jimmy G
I think a stinkbug would do it.  They would stink up 
the whole place.  
Aden R.
My choice would be a firefly because I like the way 
they glow.  
Willie M.

I would make bug soup. You would use bug blood 
from beetles and stink bugs and mix it with fly spit. 
Add lots of salt and chicken for flavor. Cook it on the 
stove for ten minutes. Add cheese on top and enjoy! 
Jackson R. Woodbury Central 3rd Grade

 I would make bug stew. It would have beetles, 
grasshoppers, and ladybugs. You would stir all of 
them together with some onions and apples and cook 
it until it’s done. 
Zachery S. Woodbury Central 3rd Grade

I would make worm cake. I would use chocolate in 
a bowl, and then I would add some cake mix. After 
that I would add some juicy worms on top. Then I 
would put it in the oven and bake it until it was done. 
Add whipped cream on top with chocolate covered 
grasshoppers on top. Delicious! 
Faith S.  Woodbury Central 3rd Grade

Insect Careers Hinton Elementary 3rd Grade
Hinton Elementary 3rd Grade Students recently visited about careers in entomology.  After a pretty interesting discussion, here are a few that they decided on….

Bug Hall of Fame
Ms. Siepker’s  1st Grade Students   Lawton –Bronson

Betty’s bug has spots but not tiny ones. It has stripes 
but it doesn’t have short antennaes. Her bug has an 

odd number of spots.

By Nellie Fly

Draw a line 
from each 
missing 
word to 
where it 

belongs in 
this article.

Standards Link: Reading 
Comprehension: use 

context clues.

Standards Link: Life Science: Students know that animals progress through life cycles.
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What’s that noise? Is it a snake? No! It’s a 
Gromphadorhina portentosa
a hissing cockroach.

 Found in Madagascar, the 
 hissing cockroach is one big 

scavenger, not a 
hunter

Find the differences.

find on this page?

sound, the cockroach forces 

that are underneath its bod . 
By Nellie Fly

Madagascar

Write the letter that comes before each letter to find out this surprising 
fact about the hissing cockroach!

on the bodies of 
these cockroaches 
and keep them 

bits of 
food that 
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“Pirates & Princesses”
Swashbuckling Pirates and Heroine Worthy Princesses 
Invade Bev’s on the River
Organizers of the Pirates and Princesses  event stated that the turnout and response 
were wonderful to the April 26th event at Bev’s on the River.  Over 1,500 children 
dressed as their favorite princesses and pirates attended the third annual fundraising 
event for the Siouxland Children’s Museum.

Kid Scoop News reporters Mara Aesoph and Megan Beecher were in 
attendance, complete with
dashing pirate costumes.  They interviewed several young pirates and 
princesses thoughout the afternoon.  The children interviewed were, 
as Mara put it, “Awesome.”  Young Ellie who is 5, was dressed as her 
very favorite princess, Elsa.  Ellie’s favorite part of the day was the face 
painting as seen in her beautifully decorated face, designed by Kari 
Kellen, who was the first Children Museum 

Director and is still involved with the fund raising.  Another favorite pirate of the day 
was Ace, who at age 3, agreed with Ellie that the face painting was great!  Ace was 
a “man of few words”, but obviously he was having a great time as he wielded his 
sword at imaginary dragons.

Mara had a chance to visit a little more with Kari Kellen.  Kari loved that this was 
the third year of the event and each year it is more exciting and fun.  The first event 
was held at Emma’s Event Center and due to the numbers attending, they moved it to 
Bev’s on the River.  Kari mentioned that people wanted an event that would interest 
both boys and girls, as well as the parents.  They also wanted an event where people 
could dress up!  Children now get very excited when the event is organized and 
costumes are planned well in advance.  

Our own Kid Scoop News reporters, Mara and Megan interviewed KTIV news 
reporter Al Joens, who was dressed as a pirate from 
the high seas.  The weather looked cloudy, with a 
chance of high winds and waves over the festive 
community.  Many community celebrities shared their 
time with the children to create a one of a kind event.
Mara and Megan also raise money for the Children’s 
Museum by sponsoring summer lemonade stands.   
Each year, neighborhood children volunteer to spend 
time selling lemonade and other goodies for the 
museum.  Siouxland truly has some of the best citizens in the area! KUDOS to all of those who volunteered for the 
fundraiser.  The Children’s Museum is well on its way to becoming a Siouxland reality.   

My 
Dream
These 
are my 
thoughts 
of what I 
will do in 
the future for a job, and it already starting. 
In the near future, I will make, develop, and 
design games. So far, I am making mods 
for a game called Minecraft. Later on, I will 
finish my game based on a game called 
Five Nights at Freddy’s (Freddy Fazbear); 
it’s a horror game. Later, in Middle School, 
I will make FPS (First Person Shooter) games 
like a Paintball Shooter game, and make 
a Mario game and more. So in all, I will 
make and design all sorts of things for the 
computer in the future.
-Cameron Cline   
Hunt Elementary 5th Grade
Kid Scoop News Staff Note:  
Recently, we visited Hunt Elementary School 
in Sioux  City and were impressed at the 
knowledge that Cameron had of technology 
and art.  Cameron was taking notes as we were 
working in the classroom and he shared many 
technical drawings that he had done.  At Kid 
Scoop News, one of our major goals is to have 
students know and understand a “sense of place” 
and that includes finding those “places and 
people” that interest us. Cameron was
invited to visit the magazine staff to learn a little 
more about the media and design aspect of the 
magazine.  Actually, Cameron taught us a great 
deal about game design!  

How Many Lemons Does It Take to Build a Children’s Museum?
Beginning June 1, there will be lemonade stands throughout the Siouxland region organized by some very creative 
and thoughtful Siouxland students.  Two years ago, Billy LaCroix (Dakota Valley Schools) wanted to initiate some type 
of project to raise money for the Museum.  Inspired by the work others had done, he decided that lemonade stands just might be “the ticket”.  Last year, one of the 
volunteer participants, our own Kid Scoop News feature reporter, Mara Aesoph, (Clark Elementary School) raised 700.00.  
The entire month of June is dedicated to the event and all Siouxland region students are invited to participate.  Children can learn a little about being an 
entrepreneur as well as knowing the satisfaction of giving to a special project.  Materials for a lemonade stand as well as helpful hints can be found at the 
Children’s Museum of Siouxland’s website.  Kudos to the students of Siouxland for benefitting all children of Siouxland! For more information, visit Children’s 
Museum of Siouxland’s website at www.childrensmuseumofsiouxland.org

COMMUNITY
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Draw a star on the map to show approximately where you live. 
How many national parks are in your state?

         ur nearly 400 national 
         parks include canyons, 
monuments, battlefields, 
lakeshores, seashores, 
recreation areas, scenic rivers, 
trails and historic sites.

These parks are owned and 
managed by the American 
government—the government 
of the people by the people. 
That means that the parks 
belong to every American!
Standards Links: Social Studies: Students 
know the location of places using map skills.

Alaska42 =
Arizona30 =
Delaware37 =

California35 =
Pennsylvania33 =
Yellowstone38 =

Standards Links: History: Know that national landmarks are 
associated with history.

Everglades
National 

Park

Mount 
Rushmore

Yellowstone

Crater 
Lake

Redwoods 
Nat’l Park

Grand 
Canyon

Carlsbad 
Caverns

White 
House 

and 
President’s 

Park

Great 
Smoky 

Mountains
Nat’l Park

Denali 
Nat’l Park 

& Preserve

Jefferson 
National 

Expansion 
Memorial

Mt. Rainier

Great 
Sand Dunes

Indiana 
Dunes 
Nat’l 

Lakeshore

Hawai’i 
Volcanoes 
Nat’l Park

1. Which state is home to 26 national 
parks–more than any other state?

 
________________________________

(9 + 13 + 7 + 6)

2. What is the name of America’s first 
national park?

 
________________________________

(15 + 15 + 4 + 4)

3. Just one U.S. state has no national parks. 
Which one is it?

 
________________________________

(10 + 16 + 5 + 6)

4. Which state has the largest national park 
(Wrangell-St. Elias Nat’l Park and 
Preserve, 13.2 million acres)?

 
________________________________

(7 + 7 + 7 + 7 + 7 + 7)

5. Which state is home to the smallest 
national park (Thaddeus Kosciuszko 
National Memorial, 0.02 acres)? 
________________________________

(7 + 6 + 7 + 6 + 7)

6. The Grand Canyon National Park is also 
an UNESCO World Heritage Site. In 
which state can it be found?

 
________________________________

(4 + 8 + 6 + 9 + 3)
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.
RECREATION
NATIONAL
AMERICAN
HISTORIC
RANGER
JUNIOR
SCENIC
NATURE
PARKS
SITES
BADGE
AREAS
FIELD
TRIP
LIVE

O
T
L
C
E
R
S
N
I

I
H
Y
E
A
U
A
A
S

T
J
U
N
I
O
R
C
T

A
R
G
I
Y
F
E
I
O

E
E
I
C
S
E
A
R
R

R
V
A
P
G
K
S
E
I

C
I
R
D
O
R
R
M
C

E
L
A
N
O
I
T
A
N

R
B
E
R
U
T
A
N
P

N
D
E
S
I
T
E
S
H

Standards Links: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Look closely at these camping lanterns. Can you find the two 
that are identical?

Eighty feet in the air sits one of the most famous nests 
in the world-the home of the Decorah Eagles!  Since 
2007, millions of people have been viewing the eagles 
and their babies thanks to the Decorah Eagle webcam.
The first grade students at Lawton-Bronson Elementary 
School began watching and keeping a journal of the eagle activity in January.  They 
learned right away that eagles return to the same nest and continually add sticks, grass 
and cornstalks to create a stronger base for their eggs.
On Feburary 18th, the first egg was laid.  Eagles don’t lay eggs all at one time, but 
several days apart.  The students discovered that after the first egg is laid, either the 
mother or father stayed with the egg in the nest.  The second egg was laid on February 
21st and the third on February 26th.  It is very exciting for first grade students to notice 
the changes in the nest!
One of the the most interesting things for the students to watch was when the parent 
eagles switched places in the nest.  After they switch places, they do something called 
the “Decorah Shimmy”.  This is where the eagle settles into the next and does a little 
wiggling of the body in order to completely cover the eggs.  A “shimmy” is a type of 
dance and fits this bird action perfectly!
The first eaglet arrived on March 27th and was named D21, since this was the twenty-
first eaglet born to this pair of eagles in Decorah.  D22 arrived on March 29th and 
D23 emerged on April 2nd.
Students were asked to share what they had learned and what they liked about the activity.
Britton W.  I am so glad that I got to see the eagle cam because I saw baby eagles.

Willie M.     It takes six weeks for an eaglet to hatch.

Carmon R.  I saw the eagle flip in the wind one day…

Syenna F.    Eagles keep their wings straight while they are flying.

RosaizellahA.   My favorite part was when we saw the parent feed the eaglets.

Riley L.        Eaglest eat up to 8 times a day.

Addy R.       I like watching the parent flying into the nest.

Hello, Spring!  Spring is awesome.  First of all, it is really warm!  I like 
spring because you have no school, can hang out with your friends, and 
you get to swim.  You can do all of this because there is no school.  You 
can sleep in until late in the morning.  Spring is fun…and Spring, here I 
come!
Scout S.

Finally, spring is here.  All of the animals are back from the south.  I can 
hear the birds chirping.  The skies are clear.  You can finally wear shorts 
to school.  All the baby animals are running around…I’ve really missed 
spring.
Reagan B.

Decorah Eagle Viewing
1st Grade Students   Lawton –Bronson

Spring Thoughts by 4th Grade from Sgt.Bluff-Luton
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If a bug can’t be seen, it won’t get eaten. 
Cicadas sing loudly, but they are very hard to 

see because their bodies match the tree 
trunks on which they sit.

Rain forest 
treehoppers or 
thornbugs look 

like thorns on a twig. These 
bugs feed together and face 
the same direction to look 
even more like real thorns.

Phasmids or stick insects resemble leaves or sticks. 
They can grow up to 20 inches long and are the 
longest insects in the world.

       The planthopper looks 
       more like a leaf than a bug.

How many planthoppers 
can you find hiding in 
the leaves at left?

       ugs have it rough!
        Insects are, for the 
most part, tiny and 
defenseless. Insects are 
a major food source for 
millions of different 
kinds of animals. 
Imagine being in 

danger of being eaten 
every day of your life!
     Luckily, we bugs 
have come up with 
some clever ways to 
protect ourselves 
from being eaten by 
predators.

Standards Link: Life Science: 
Understand insect relationships 
with their physical environment.

How many 
cicadas do 
you see?
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My dog bugs me.  When my dog needs to go 
outside, she wakes me, my mom, my dad and 
my brother and she jumps on me every night.  
One of us has to let her outside and I am the 
only one that lets her outside in the night and I 
do not get a lot of sleep.   Amiyah D.

My sister bugs me.  It’s like she bugs me every 
week-end.  I don’t like it.  It’s so boring.  She 
yells a lot.   Carmon R.

I don’t like it when my brother pushes me off 
the bed.  Temperance T.

My brother bugs me when I’m sleeping, but 
at home when we’re eating dinner he always 
talks.  Aden R.

A bee bugs me some days and at school and 
at me home.  Bees sting me.  That’s what bugs 
me.
Brandon D.

Bugs bug me but not ladybugs or butterflies.  
They are friendly.  Syenna F.

My brother bugs me.  Spiders bug me.  One 
friend bugs me.  When mom makes me eat 
my vegetables.    Britton W.

Flies bug me because they fly around you and 
when you try to swat them you miss.  Willie M.

A cinquain is a French style of poetry.  
Cinquain basically means, “5 lines”.  
The form is designed as a descriptive 
writing, where the first line of the poem 
is a noun and the last line of the poem is 
a synonym or a related noun to the first 
line.  Enjoy the following descriptions of 
bugs and a few other interesting folk! 

Hornet
Yellow, black
Stinging, flying, buzzing
If you aren’t careful they will sting you
Wasp
 Ian J.

Spider
Hairy, scary
Chomping, eating, jumping
Eight legged, eight-eyed creatures
Webs
Luke S.

Snail  
Slow, sluggish
Slugging, wondering, moving
Birds eat snails on the food chain
Weird
 Olivia S.

Butterfly
Colorful, magical

Catching, flying, crawling
Beautiful creature that flies
Monarch
 Kaitlyn D.

Ladybug
Tiny, colorful
Flying, eating, crawling
Over 5000 different species
Beetle
 Bailey S.

Dragonfly
Fast, colorful
Flying, dodging, shining
A fast creature that ripples the water
Anisoptera
 Lydia M.

Spiders
Furry, smooth
Scaring, building, crawling
Oh! Those creepy crawlies
Deadly
Niamh C.

Spider
Creepy, colorful
Jumping, eating, laying
Creepy looking monster
Arachnid
Michael A.

Insect
Shiny, colorful
Sparkling, touching, flying
Beautiful, reflective bugs
Dragonfly
 Grace E.

Ladybug
Bright, small
Crawling, flying, buzzing
A gardener’s best friend
Insect
Keera A.

Ticks
Weird, infected
Harming, bloodsucking, disease-
carrying
Slow small creature coming toward 
me
Parasite
Gabe N.

Butterfly
Colorful, tiny
Flying, catching, fluttering
Floating in air
Butterfly 
Sebastien T.

“What Really Bugs Me”
Written by 1st graders at Lawton-Bronson

Have you ever heard of a stinkbug? There 
are many kinds of bugs called stinkbugs. 
They all have a special scent gland in the 
thorax that produces fluids that smell 
disgusting.

Some bugs can squirt this smelly fluid at 
attackers. If enough fluid lands on an 
attacker, it may kill it. Usually, it only creates 
a burning feeling or temporary blindness.

Standards Link: Life Science: Students know that organisms have distinct structures and body 
systems that serve specific functions in growth, survival and reproduction.

Some bugs avoid being eaten 
by tasting terrible. The 
monarch butterfly lays its 
eggs on milkweed plants. Its 
caterpillars grow up eating 
milkweed, which makes them 
taste bad. Lots of animals can’t 
eat milkweed, because it tastes 
awful and even makes some 
animals sick.

When the caterpillar becomes a 
butterfly, the bitter-tasting 
chemicals from the milkweed 
are still in its body. Birds and 
other predators learn that the 
orange and black beauty is a 
snack to avoid.

Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.
CAMOUFLAGE
SQUIRT
CICADAS
MILKWEED
FLUID
PHASMIDS
GLAND
SCENT
ATTACKER
TWIG
MIMICS
MONARCH
SNACK
EGGS
BUGS

H
D
S
G
G
E
O
E
N

O
E
M
O
L
G
S
A
H

T
E
I
K
C
A
N
S
C

W
W
M
S
D
L
N
S
R

T
K
I
A
Q
F
G
D
A

N
L
C
G
L
U
B
T
N

E
I
S
U
B
O
I
E
O

C
M
I
T
T
M
E
R
M

S
D
I

M
S
A
H
P
T

N
A
T
T
A
C
K
E
R

Buggy Poems by Mrs. Noteboom’s Fourth Grade Class Clark Elementary School
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One of the beachballs on this page is different 
from all the others. Can you find it?

Fly the flag today 
and learn more 
about its history 

and creators.

Flag Day

Write a poem on 
the topic of 

“Wishes for My 
Dad.” Make the 
day special for a 
man in your life.

Find a local 
activity that is 

happening in your 
neighborhood and 
volunteer to help.

Write or tell a tall 
tale today about 
someone you 

invented who is 
“larger than life.”

Father’s
Day

Paul
Bunyan

Day

The United Nations 
designated this as 

World 
Environment Day. 
This year’s theme 
is about wasted 

food. Discuss how 
food is wasted with 

your class.

Make a plan to
eat five servings of 

fruits and vegetables 
this month.

Tune to music radio 
and dance along for 
some fun exercise.
Radio was patented 
on this day in 1896.

Aesop was a famed 
storyteller who lived 
in ancient Greece. He 
wrote fables—stories 

and characters that 
described right and 

wrong behavior. 
Read one of Aesop’s 

Fables today.

This day is the 
anniversary of the 

first U.S. Space 
walk by Ed White 
in 1965. Write a 

paragraph about 
what it must be like 

to walk in space.

Design the house 
you would like. 

Today is the 
birthday of the 

famous architect 
Frank Lloyd 

Wright.

Can you find a pond 
or lake somewhere, 
take a parent and 
feed the ducks.

Do you 
know what 
it means to 
“walk the 
dog” and 
“shoot the 
moon”?

Ask your parents 
what happened 
on the day you 

were born. Then 
ask them if they 

know what 
happened on the 
day they were 

born.

Make this a day 
without using the 

car. Walk to 
school if you can 

or ride a bike.

Take your kites 
out on a hillside, 
park or beach. 

Have a friend run 
with the kite as 
you hold the 

string. Take turns 
flying your kite.

Find a baseball 
game happening in 
your community 

and cheer on a local 
team.

Offer to help cook 
dinner tonight, set 
the table or clean 
up afterwards and 

include in your 
meal your favorite 

vegetable.

Juneteenth is the 
celebration of the 

ending of slavery in 
the United States.

Combine chocolate 
syrup, milk, carbon-

ated water, ice 
cream and whipped 
cream to make an 
old-fashioned ice 

cream soda.

Have a family 
sleepover, watch 
movies, eat pizza 
and sleep on the 

floor.

Take a field trip to 
a museum with a 
family member 
today. First plan 
your day, your 

lunch and which 
exhibits you 

particularly would 
like to see. 

Take three bean 
bags or balls and 

see if you can learn 
to juggle today.

LEON Day—
that’s NOEL 

spelled backwards. 
It’s 6 months from 

this day until 
Christmas. Write 
down 3 goals to 
achieve before 

Christmas.

Time to clean 
and tune up your 

bicycle and 
helmet for the 

summer months.

Close your eyes 
and listen carefully 
and in silence for at 

least 3 minutes. 
Then discuss what 

you could hear.

National
Fresh Fruit and
Vegetable Month

Aesop’s Birthday

Donald Duck’s
Birthday

Fly a Kite Day
Eat Your

Vegetables Day

Plan a summer 
picnic today. Who 
will you invite? 

What food will you 
need? Where will 

you hold your 
picnic?

International
Picnic Day

Plan a visit to a 
zoo or an 

aquarium today 
and help make a 

difference for 
wildlife.
Zoo and

Aquarium 
Month

Ice Cream
Soda Day

Helen Keller’s
birthday

National
Yo-Yo Day

Bicycle
patented
in 1819

Find a way 
to stay cool 
without air 
condition-
ing. Make 
a fan or a 

gentle 
water 
spray.

Try something 
you have never 
done before or 

explore 
somewhere 

you have never 
visited before.

Make a list of
things you would like 

to do during your 
Summer Vacation.

and cheer on a locaaand cheer on a loun aand cheer on
am.e as

he 
urn
kite
Day

s 

ns 
e.
y

tea
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We Love Dad!
FATHER’S DAY

My dad is the best dad 
because he is caring, nice, 
and awesome.  He spoils 
me.  He lets me watch 
scary movies at night.  
Sometimes he lets me have 
a pop when my mom is 
gone.  That’s why I love my 
dad.  He is the best dad in 
the world.           
Michael A.   
Clark  Elementary 4th

My dad is the best dad 
because he tucks me in bed 
at night.  He also lets me 
help him work.  He helps 
me with homework and 
he is the best dad ever just 
because he’s my dad.  He’s 
there when I need him the 
most.   
Ean  V.  
Clark Elementary 4th 

My dad is special because 
he treats me with respect 
and cares for me.  He does 
things with me and makes 
me smile.  He is always 
teaching me new things 
and he makes me smile.  
He loves me and that’s why 
my dad is special.
Keera A.  
Clark  Elementary 4th 

My dad is special because 
he’s is handsome.  He’s 
smart.  He’s a very good 
soccer player.  He’s fast 
and strong.  He’s funny.  He 
has a good sense of humor.  
He’s a great firefighter.  My 
dad is THE BEST!!!! 
Luke S.  
Clark Elementary 4th

My dad is way too special 

to describe.  He helps me 
up when I fall down.  He 
gives me a hug when I cry.  
I love him and he loves me 
back.  Most of all he loves 
me better than anything 
else in the world.   
Olivia S. 
Clark Elementary 4th 

My dad is special because 
he is an angel  and 
because when he was 
younger, he got in a car 
accident and almost died.  
I am very lucky that he is 
alive for me.      
Gabrielle E.  
Clark  Elementary 4th 

My dad Shawn 
is special 
because he is 
funny but he is 
serious about 
getting your 
chores done right.  My dad 
is good at helping people.  
He puts our family first and 
even if he had an injury, he 
gets the job done.  He has 
three jobs. He is a teacher.  
He sprays weeds for a 
family friend.  He is a dad.  
He loves me and that is the 
best gift a dad could give 
his daughter.  
Lydia M. 
Clark Elementary 4th  
   
My dad is special because 
he spends a lot of time 
with me.  Also, because 
he supports my family 
and because he is lots of 
fun.  My dad is awesome 
because he teaches me 
lessons and likes pizza. 
Ian J.  

Clark 

Elementary  4th

My dad is special because 
he is nice to me and love 
me.  He lets me play with 
my friends.  He takes me 
to places like museums and 
stuff like that.  He loves me 
and I love him.  We like to 
go swimming.  It’s very fun.  
I love my dad.  
Sebastien T.  
Clark Elementary 4th 

My dad is an amazing 
person to be around!  
Well, he’s very funny 
and everyone has to love 
someone that’s funny.  He’s 

amazing at guitar.  He 
helps me when I need help.  
He’s kind of a superhero!  
My dad is Ron Emory and 
he is very amazing.   
Grace E.  
Clark Elementary 4th 

Yay!  Father’s Day!  The 
day we celebrate our dads 
and how they care for us 
and love us.  Although 
dads can get angry, they 
still love you!  They will love 
you no matter what.  And 
remember, on Father’s Day, 
make sure to give your dad 
a hug and tell him you love 
him.  Every dad wants to 
hear that!     
Niamh C.  
Clark Elementary 4th 

My grandpa is special 

because I love him.  He’s 
funny and fun.  He supports 
our family.  He’s loving and 
kind.  He gets our school 
supplies.  My grandpa also 
has a nickname for every 
one of his grandchildren.  
Bailey S. 
Clark Elementary 4th
What is special about my 
dad?  He has been there 
for 9 years but that doesn’t 
mean he was there the 
whole time.  But most of the 
time he was.  He is bad at 
cooking, but he still feeds 
me. 
Brenden N. 
Clark Elementary     4th  
  
My dad is special 
because…he takes me 
places, he helps me with 
work, he hangs out with 

me, we go 
places to 
eat, and he 
works hard 
at his job.  
My dad is 

AWESOME!  I like to go on 
trips with him.  He likes to 
take me places to hang out 
at.  He is very fun.  I love 
him.  
Ava S.  
Clark Elementary 4th 

My dad is the best dad 
there can be.  
He’s not famous 
or anything 
but to me he 
is everything.  
He is special 
because he’s 
funny, nice, 
loving, a weirdo, 
and much 
more.  To me 
he’s coach, dad, 
daddy, Rob, 
Robert, and last 
but not least 

Marvin.  He’s always by my 
side and there for me.  He’s 
the best dad there is out 
there.  He’s my hero.  
Kacie M.  
Clark  Elementary 4th 

My dad is special because 
he is strong and he works.  
He’s cool.  We go mountain 
biking and kayaking.  He 
gave me my mountain bike.  
He supports me. 
 Andrew R  
Clark  Elementary 4th 

My dad is special because 
whenever I get something 
and grownups have to 
build it he does it right 
away when I get it.  He’s 
really nice and caring and 
loving.  He works really 
hard at work because he’s 
a construction worker.  
The biggest crane by the 
Tyson is his crane.  My 
grandpa and I have the 
same birthday, May 4th, 
and we always go do 
something like bowling and 
go to Famous Dave’s to 
eat.  I love my dad.  Happy 
Father’s Day .  
Mykenna B.  
Clark Elementary 4th 

The only SUPERMAN
I know, is my DAD.
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Watching cattle on the hot plains of Texas and 
the Midwest is hot work. The sun bakes the 

open fields where the cows graze and there are 
few trees for shade. How do cowpokes beat 
the heat? They create their OWN shade!

 When Americans moved into 
Texas and started driving cattle 
across the American West, they 
needed hats with wide brims for 
shade. But most American-made 
hats only had floppy brims.
 Then came John B. Stetson. 
He was from New Jersey, but 

moved to the West for his health. 
He was a skilled hat maker. 
When he saw cowboys looking 
for hats with wider brims, he 
invented a hat just for them. He 
called it the Stetson ten-gallon 
hat, but later it became known 
simply as the Stetson.

The first cowboys worked on Spanish ranches. 
They were called vaqueros. This comes from the 
word vaca, the Spanish word for cow.

Vaqueros wore hats with large brims called 
sombreros, which means “shader.” Sombra is the 
Spanish word for shade.

The wide-brimmed sombrero shaded the 
vaquero’s face, head and neck from the sun’s heat 
and glare. It also kept the rain 
out of the eyes!

Match each Spanish word to the English 

word that means the same thing.

Find at least five differences between these two cowboys.

Unscramble these letters to find out how 
much water a ten-gallon hat holds.

No. The name comes from the 
Spanish word galón, which means 
braid. A ten-gallon hat is a hat with 
braid around the brim.

Do ten-gallon hats 
hold ten gallons 

of water?
Standards Link: Vocabulary: Recognize the origins and meanings of foreign words used in English.

Standards Link: History: Describe the ways in which local producers used resources to produce goods in the past. 

Standards Link: Visual discrimination: Find similarities and differences in common objects.
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Marci Broyhill, Master Storyteller and Cowboy Poet
“Dreams will evolve if you have a foundation…and 
that foundation is education.”  Kindergarten teacher 
and master Cowboy Poet Marci Broyhill is no 
stranger to the classroom and to understanding the 
power of a good education. While she has been 
a teacher for over 25 years in Homer, Nebraska, 
she has only been a cowboy poet for 12 years. 
She shares with her young students that they all 
should have dreams, and for those dreams to 
come true, they must have passion, interest and a 
strong understanding of how to accomplish those 
dreams.  

Her own childhood, filled with stories of rugged 
individuals who came to the Great Plains for 
many different reasons, has given her material 

for her storytelling.  As a young child, playing and 
working in Cedar County, Nebraska (on the Dixon line) she was given the love 

of Nebraska history by an eighth grade teacher.  Marci explains that to discover 
Nebraska, one needs to stay away from Interstate 80 and find the side roads and 
byways of rural Nebraska, where the grasslands, the Sand Hills, and the Ogallala 
Acquifer are beautiful and have become the settings for her many rhythmical Cowboy 
Poems.

“Cowboy poetry is meant to honor people, the land and animals that live here.”  
Marci shared that her poetry is about community and the community includes much 
more than the folk nearby.  She researches at length about the history and stories, 
most recently about the outlaw Doc Middleton.  Doc Middleton was known as a 
“gentleman’s bandit”.  She read of his not so very legal escapades recently at the 
South Sioux City Library and captivated the audience dressed in her finest Stetson 
cowboy hat, fringed coat and leather cowboy boots.  “Doc Middleton was the Robin 
Hood of his time…”  He gave a side of beef to a very poor family and often paid bills 
for those who needed it most.  But, as Marci put it, he was a thief, a crook and one 
who tried to stay
on the wrong side of the law.  

She loves to walk and finds inspiration for writing in those walks.  As a Cowboy Poet 
must memorize massive pieces of monologue, she finds that when she walks , she can 
compose, proof, and memorize as the rhythm of the walk provides the tempo for the 
pieces.  She advises the young writers of today to take notice of the older generations, 
to capture their stories and preserve them as much as possible.  “Older folk have 
interesting ways of saying things…”

Her newest poem is generally her favorite and she mentioned that each poem is like a 
child.   “You have to nurture the poem…just like a child….

find the words and movement in each line.
Ninety-eight per cent of each piece is just 
plain hard work.  You build on your own 
personal experiences and read, read, 
read.  Every person who understands 
building a foundation for dreams, will 
understand that you need to recognize the 
experts in your own field.”
Marci smiled when she mentioned whom 

she idolized as a child.  “I wanted to be the next 
Minnie Pearl or Cher.  When you have a reality, 
then it is easier to reach your dream.”  
These feature reporters found Marci to be 
engaging and very respectful of their questions 
and comments.  Marci shared with them that the 
Nebraska Governor had recently designated 

the week of April 20th as the official Nebraska State Cowboy Poetry Week, and she 
was excited to share the official poster and “gold chocolate coins” that are part of the 
publicity for the week.

The reporters had to add this last bit of wisdom from Marci, who said with a smile 
and a twinkle in her eyes, “Poetry is like a big saddle blanket that covers the poetry, 
stories, literature, music and art that preserves the heritage that encompasses what 
people refer to as the American Western Frontier.  Cowboy Poetry involves the people, 
the animals and land, as well as the successes, the tragedies, and generosity of our 
history.”  At Kid Scoop News our philosophy is one of helping the readers to know 
their own “sense of place”, and Marci Broyhill is one genuine local hero in our eyes.

Kid Scoop News Feature Reporters 
Alexis Bell      Clark Elementary 5th
Chloe McClure   Lincoln Elementary 5th

Akron Gold and Silver, 
a Magical Place to find Treasures
Kid Scoop News Feature Reporters  
Lane Kenny and Sophie Martinac

The Baker Mansion, off SD Highway 50 near Akron, Iowa is a 
one of a kind building in the state of South Dakota.  Found on 
the National Historical Registry and built between 1912-1914, 
one can see why Angie and Roger Price, owners of the Akron 
Gold and Silver Antique Store, love old things and made the 
decision to use older family heirlooms and artifacts in the 

development of their store. Akron Gold and Silver has a vast assortment of 
dolls, clocks, coins, jewelry and so much more.  Open from 10-5, Monday through Friday, 
antique collectors, treasure hunters and just about anyone will find a store filled with the most 
amazing finds anywhere.  
Angie shared a little about her own family history and how it led to opening the store.  “My 
grandparents would go to auctions and take me along.  My grandmother bought me my first 
antique, a green Depression glass piece.  I loved traveling all over with them and finding little 
treasures along the way.  I guess we would be referred to as pickers like the individuals on 
American Pickers, the popular television show.  We love meeting people along the way and 
have made many friends because of our travels and the store.”
Angie grew up during the 50s and 60s in Sioux City and has traveled extensively.  She loves 
going on trips with her husband, Roger, finding specific items for customers.  The best-selling 
items in the store is definitely the Hummel figurines, as seen in the photo.  There are many area 
collectors and she cannot keep them in the store.  Her favorite piece is an antique oak bed that 
was purchased from an estate auction.  Angie mentioned that many of the pieces in the store 
have “stories” behind them, and she loves to know the history of some of the particular items.
Anyone who loves a bit of a challenge, especially in what pickers describe as “the hunt”, will 
love what they might find in the store.  Built on the main street in downtown Akron, Iowa, 
fortune and treasure hunters could easily spend hours looking through all of the amazing
antiques and special finds.
Angie and Roger enjoy their store and often have their grandchildren and children help with
auction and travel finds.  Even their youngest grandchildren come in the store to explore 
through the new treasures.  They also are beginning a new orchard near their home and have 
“replanted” hundreds of trees.  Last year, after a severe flooding season, they had to replant 
half of the orchard trees and this year added another 220.  While the orchard is just for the 
enjoyment of everyone in the family and community, there might be some plans in the future 
for another venture.  One never knows with Roger and Angie and they are not afraid of hard 
work and enjoy
new challenges along with their family members.  KUDOS to the Price Family for bringing to 
the Siouxland region a very special store where memories are honored and kept until a new 
family finds a “treasure”.
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Find at least 10 things wrong in this sizzling scene.

Standards Link: Visual discrimination: Follow simple written directions.

Brenda Mitchell’s third grade classroom from Lawton-Bronson recently 
visited the Fairview School in Sioux City.  During the day, the students dressed in 
pioneer clothing and spent the day experiencing the school lessons as one might 
during pioneer times.

When they returned to school, they spent a week writing about their experience 
and comparing and contrasting school today with school during the pioneer 
times.  Kudos to this teacher and the class for learning about our local history in 
such an interesting and rewarding way.  Connecting this experience in a writing 
assignment that required students to understand and explain how the difference 
affected them, increases the likelihood that they will remember not only the 
information, but be able to discuss those differences and similarities.

WE ARE SIOUXLAND KID SCOOP NEWS! Each month we will feature writers and artists from the 
Siouxland regional schools and homeschools in Kid Scoop 
News. We celebrate and honor the teachers and learners 

from this area by encouraging the continued 
quality and craftsmanship in their work.  

Watch for us online at NIESiouxland.com for 
additional projects from our students! 

 
THE MORE THAT YOU READ, THE 
MORE THINGS YOU WILL KNOW.   
THE MORE THAT YOU LEARN, 

THE MORE PLACES YOU’LL GO.  
~ DR. SEUSS
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In rainforests, dung beetles roll up balls of monkey dung containing 
fruit seeds from the monkey’s meal. They bury the monkey dung, 
seeds and all. After a while, the seeds sprout and grow new trees. 

Some experts say that dung 
beetles clean up 80% of the 
cow manure in parts of Texas. 

        ung beetles are
         nature’s clean-up 
bugs. They eat and bury 
animal waste. This 
activity recycles important 
nutrients into the soil and 
buries waste that attracts 
pests such as flies. A dung 
beetle can bury up to 250 
times its own weight in 
dung in a night.

By Nellie Fly How much do 
you weigh?  
   

Multiply that by 250  
   

That number is the 
amount of dung you 
could bury if you 
were a dung beetle.  

lbs. 

Standards Link: Life Science: Students know that all organisms cause changes in their environments and 
these changes can be beneficial.

Each dung beetle belongs to one of three groups: rollers, tunnelers, or dwellers.

Rollers shape dung into balls that they roll. They then bury these dung balls to eat 
later or to use as a place to lay eggs. When the eggs hatch, the larvae eat the dung.

Tunnelers bury their dung balls by tunneling underneath a pile of dung and taking 
their treasure underground.

Dwellers: Can you guess what they do? Write your guess here: _______________
Now fill in the missing vowels to figure out why they are called dwellers.
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BUSINESS
Bluebird  Spring Orchard 
Akron, Iowa
Kid Scoop News Feature Reporters   
Lane Kenny and Sophie Martinac

Bluebird Spring Orchard is located one mile south 
of Akron, Iowa, just east of Highway 12.  The 
orchard is planted with approximately five acres 
of several varieties of apples and five acres of 
aronia berries.  One must not confuse the aronia 
berry, which is also known as a chokeberry 
with the commonly known chokecherry of 

the Midwest, as the members of this reporting team soon found out.  
Chokeberries are cultivated as ornamental plants and as food products.  The 
sour berries can be eaten raw off the bush, and are frequently processed 
into wine, jam, syrup, juice, soft spreads, tea, salsa to name a few.  The 
chokecherry received its name from the obvious fact that it is very tart and 
often causes your lips to pucker…and you “choke”.  So, while the berries are 
distant cousins, Mary and George Lucken, the owners, reminded all that they 
are very different.
The Bluebird Spring Orchard is designed to utilize the aronia berry in the 
most healthful and beneficial ways possible. According to Mary, the land on 
which the orchard is situated had never been cultivated and was only used 
as pasture.  The orchard is continuously fed by an underground spring of 
fresh water, even in mid-winter.  The first orchard plantings of apples were 
done in 2009 with 1600 aronia bushes added in 2010.  In 2011, Asian 
pears were planted.  It is hoped that the orchard will continue to thrive 
without the use of any chemicals.
According to Mary, “The aronia is an awesome bush that yields berries 
that are loaded with antioxidants…more than the blueberry, pomegranate, 
acai, and elderberry.  Its health benefits are incredible and there is a large 
amount of additional research being done right now.
Mary moved from Colorado a few years ago after teaching for many 
years.  Mary loved teaching and loved her students.  She taught them to love 
reading, writing and communicating and to love education.  She believes 
that a hero is a person who steps up and does the right thing when it needs 
to be done.  The Kid Scoop News reporters wondered if she meant anyone 
could be a hero and Mary answered a resounding, “YES!”….(with a hearty 
laugh and smile!)  Mary believes if you are lucky enough to live in northwest 
Iowa….you’d better be growing something as the soil is extraordinary and 
one should love to raise food.  Mary should be an advertising representative 
for the state of Iowa as her enthusiasm for the region is contagious.
Mary’s advice to young learners is, “To take on what you can handle.  Start 
small and do it well. The Good Lord still has something for me to learn 
and something for me to do, so one can never really retire.”  Mary also 
mentioned that she is learning more and more about the marketing of the 
aronia berries.  Recently, one of the newest products, the Aronia Juice, 
will be available in HyVee and at Maynards Grocery Store in Akron.  The 
apples create a little more of a natural sweet for the juice and again, is very 
high in antioxidants.  Customers will soon be able to purchase a smaller 
version of the juice at convenience stores for a “quick snack”.
Mary continues to learn more about the benefits of the aronia berry and 
the marketing of products.  She attended a seminar in LeMars, Iowa where 
ISU horticulturist Eldon Everhardt spoke on alternative farming, specifically 
designed for the aronia berry bush.  
The reporters hope to visit with Mary again, as her venture continues to 
develop. One reporter was surprised that Mary had retired as a teacher, 
and still wanted to try some new venture.  This reporter also loved that 
Mary enjoyed reading, writing, cooking and visiting with friends…just like 
the reporter. She was quite the host as she had prepared “yummy” aronia 
berry treats for the reporters to enjoy.  KUDOS to this innovative farmer and 
entrepreneur, Mary Lucken from Akron, Iowa from the staff at Kid Scoop 
News.

Cherly Irwin  Teacher/Business Person
Kid Scoop News Feature Reporters  Hunt Elementary 5th Grade
Andrea Oropeze, Justice McDowell-Livingston, Abigail Aguilar

1. Where and when were you born?  Are there any interesting stories from your 
childhood?
Do you think your childhood experiences influenced your decision to become a 
store or business owner?
I was born in 1960 and have lived in Sioux City all my life.  
As a child I always admired those individuals that had their own business such as 
relatives or neighbors.  Thinking what would it be like to have your own business and be your own boss was exciting 
and interesting for me.

2. What are some significant events in your life that you recall?  Either family or life events.    
 Moving away from home from Sioux City to Colorado where I didn’t know anyone.
Many students experience moving during a school year, and it is a little scary at first.

3. Who are some of your personal heroes, and why?  
Anyone who thinks they can change the world….  because they can,of course!

4. What activities do you enjoy in your spare time?  How did you get involved?
Spending time in nature, with family, with animals, yoga classes and mediating.  They are all things we naturally 
gravitate to.

5. Have you been recognized as outstanding in any area of your life?  Share...
Of course….we don’t like to be recognized by the public because it isn’t about recognition.  It’s about doing things for 
others without expecting anything in return.  I enjoy what I do and that is really important in life.

6. Tell us about being a business owner….a little about the history.
Finding a business that has not been passed down has many factors to consider. We are what one would call “self 
made”. We ( my family and I) had to take into consideration what does our city need, what do people want that 
makes the community economically stable, and is there a demand for it?  We also had to make a decision on how 
much we could invest in a business without “scraping pennies”. Of course, the bank will make sure you are financially 
capable and secure enough to open a business.

7. What gives you inspiration in your work?  How do you decide to make changes?
The challenges of learning, daily, something new about being a business owner is inspiring.  When your customers 
are happy, you are happy.  We are there to accommodate our customers, so any suggestions they may have is 
important to consider.

8. Tell us about the business part of your profession.  There is always a “nuts and bolts”
aspect to every profession.
Being a business owner has many pros and cons.  You have to invest money into your business to make sure it 
operates to its full potential.  You also have to invest a lot of time into your own business in order for it to run smoothly 
and the way you want it to run. (It’s always easy for someone else to say “I would”….. or if it was me……) When you 
work with the public you need to have a positive attitude and respect all walks of life, regardless of being right or 
wrong.

9. Is there special schooling for your profession….can someone be a business owner like you without training?
Our opinions about being business owners are you have to be open minded, knowledgeable and use skills such 
as problem solving, reading, math, and know how to communicate appropriately with the public.  It isn’t about the 
degree one may obtain, rather it is about the perseverance one wants.

10. Why did you choose Sioux City for your business?
We’ve lived here all our lives and have no intention of moving on until we retire.

11. Who comes to your store…or will come to your store?
People from “all walks of life” are customers.  We are attentive to the needs of all.

12. What advice would you give to younger students who are interested in being an entrepreneur?
Set a goal.  Believe in yourself and go after the goal you set.  Anyone can do what he or she wants, you just have to 
achieve it by making a plan and using it step by step.  As often said  to our own child, “You have to go through the 
bad/challenges in order to get to the good.”

Editors’ note:  Many classroom teachers in the Siouxland region wear “multiple hats”.  We enjoy sharing a little about the teachers 
and demonstrating to children the vast interests and abilities of many of our Siouxland staff.  Interviewing skills are skills that are 
acquired and we appreciate the time the teachers take to be interviewed.  The feature reporters at Kid Scoop News come from 
many different schools and also take additional time to work with us to create interesting articles.  Kudos to all!
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E was the elephant;
Sixpence a ride but
Eric soon found that
You can’t sit astride!

E is for Elephant
e is for elephant
Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter E. Say the letter as you trace it.

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

How many words or pictures can you
find on this page that begin with the
sound the letter E makes at the beginning
of the word elephant?

How many             ?

How many              ?

eggs

envelopes

Help Eddie Elephant find his mom!

It’s simple!
Your locally-owned car store is proud to support
Siouxland Newspapers In Education and Kids Scoop News.
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The Best Book of Bugs
by Claire Llewellyn
Beautiful 
illustrations reveal 
a caterpillar’s 
metamorphosis, a 
dragonfly nymph, 
various spider’s 
webs as well as 
the habitats and 
diversity of 
insects and 
spiders in 
close-up detail. 
There are 
cutaways of ant 
colonies and 
beehives and 
descriptions of 
beetles, 
butterflies, ants, 
bees, dragonflies and some spiders.

All About Insects
insects.org
This site aims to help the viewer see insects for the miniature 
marvels they are and to understand how intertwined our 
culture has become with these creatures.

Bugfinder
insectidentification.org
The Bugfinder box allows you to search their database by 
colors, number of legs and territory in order to identify 
specific bugs.

Resources
kathimitchell.com/insects.html
A huge collection of links to sites on insects including sites 
on specific bugs, lesson plans, facts, insects in the classroom, 
insects as food—a great resource for kids and teachers.

Bug Club
amentsoc.org/bug-club/fun/experiment-eyespy.html
This activity shows you how to make your own Eyed 
Hawkmoth and how to startle potential predators.

An Ant’s World (Nonfiction) Synopsis
Lauren K.  Hinton  3rd Grade
A colony is a group of ants. Ants live in colonies because they can’t live by themselves. 
They need each other to get food and stay alive. They have so many jobs. Some ants 
are workers, queens, or soldiers. The workers gets food and build tunnels. The queen’s 
duty is to lay eggs. The soldiers defend the nest. Sometimes the soldiers have big jaws 
and big bodies. There are a lot of females, but not a lot of males. There are only two 
kinds of ants with wings, and those are the queens and the males.

 Adam A  Hinton 3rd Grade
A colony is a group of ants. They live in a colony because they are social. The queens 
make the babies, the workers gather food, and the soldiers defend from other bugs. 
Some of them take care of the nest and ants. The scouts get the food. The soldiers are 
extra big. The queen ant is the biggest ant of all. There are only two types of ants that 
have wings.

Garrett L  Hinton  3rd Grade
Ants are social insects. They cannot live by themselves. They need to work together or 
they won’t get enough food for the winter. The queen is the only ant that has wings, and 
they are only used once to repopulate somewhere else. All of the workers are females. 
Some jobs of the ants are getting food and building nests. The queen ant lays eggs most 
of the time. There are soldier ants, and they defend the nest. They are extra large ants. 
They also help the worker ants, too. The workers are ants that build and find food for 
the queen. The queen takes care of the nest. She is also the biggest ant. The queen lays 
the eggs to keep the nest in shape. Some ants look for food then the workers go and get 
the food for the queen. Some male ants have wings to follow the queen to lay eggs and 
start a new colony. 

 Matthew L. Hinton  3rd Grade
Ants live in colonies because they cannot live by themselves. They need to live together 
to survive. There are different types of ants: the queen, the soldiers, and the workers. The 
queen takes care of the eggs. The workers collect the food for the colony. The soldiers 
guard the nest and sometimes help to bring food. Some ants are poisonous and can kill 
other insects. The males have wings when they are born. The males mate and follow the 
queen.

Alaina L.  Hinton  3rd Grade
An ant colony is a family of ants. The ants have different jobs. These jobs are building 
the nest, caring for the baby ants, gathering food, and defending the nest. The workers 
and soldiers mainly do these jobs. The queen ant is the boss of the colony.  She is the 
one that had all of the ants, because she is the one that lays the eggs. The queen has 
wings on her and so do some of the males, but not all of them have wings. The queen 
ant is the bigger ant in the colony.

The LadyBug Waltz, 
Alexis Bell  Clark Elementary 5th Grade
The LadyBug Waltz, written by Jeanette Hopkins is filled with the color, rhythm, 
and rhyme that young children enjoy.  Filled with over 100 ladybugs dancing 

to night music, the pages engage even the smallest of child.
Jeanette wrote the lyrics for the text for her granddaughter, Chloe, who was born with 
congenital heart disease.  Since she was born with heart problems, she had to be 
placed in a medical coma and was in the hospital a very long time.  Jeanette and her 
husband like to sing, tell stories, share poems, and talk to their grandchildren.  So they 
did this with Chloe for months.
One day, after she had been in the hospital a long time, they noticed Chloe looking 
outside and she started to laugh at something outside.  They both looked outside and 
saw ladybugs.  Jeanette was determined to create a song and book with the theme of 
ladybugs.
The book includes a CD with singing shared by Jane Bunnell of the Metropolitan Opera.  
If you love ladybugs and you love music, you will enjoy The LadyBug Waltz.  (Note to 
readers:  There are over 100 ladybugs in the book for you to find.  The ladybugs are a 
reminder for you to take care of your heart and to have a “good heart” which means to 
be kind.) 

K-2 Recommended Titles
The Day the Crayons Quit
Frog and Toad are Friends

Pete the Cat and the Bad Banana
The Adventures of Beekle                         

Dodsworth in Paris
Dinosaurs Before Dark

3-5 Recommended Titles
Hatchet

The Lemonade War
Flora and Ulysses

James and the Giant Peach
The Lightning Thief

Sideways Stories at Wayside School

6-8 Recommended Titles
Eragon

The Testing
The Selection

QB1
The Ables

The Boy in the  Striped Pajamas

Students in grades K-8 are invited to participate in Book People’s 3rd Annual 
Summer Reading Program.  There are 6 selected titles for each of the three 
different age groups.  Each child is asked to read 6 titles, 3 from the Book 
People’s recommendations and 3 of their own selection.  Each child who 

completes the Summer Reading Programs will earn $6 towards a 
book of their choice in the store.

Book People will be giving away bundles of each 
of the age groups books prior to the Book 

challenge, so be sure to stop into the store and 
register!  Have some Summer Fun Reading!

Summer Reading Program

VISIT OUR STORE AT 
2923 HAMILTON BLVD.

712-258-1471

www.Bookpeoplesc.com
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“Live From the Metropolitan Opera…..”, 
Brianna Martinez Blessed Sacrament  7th Grade
Isabel Martinez Blessed Sacrament  5th Grade
Chloe McClure Lincoln Elementary  5th Grade
Opera is a fine arts form where singers and musicians perform a work that combines text (words) 
called a libretto, and a musical score that is often in a theatre-like setting.  Many operas have a similar 
design like a play with actors, a setting, scenery, costumes and often some dance.  Kid Scoop News 
reporters were given the opportunity to experience their first opera by going to the local Promenade 
Theatre on April 25th.  The Promenade was showing a live broadcast of Cavalleria rusticana from the 
Metropolitan Opera in New York City.  The live broadcasts have been part of an international series of performances from the Metropolitan Opera.

Kid Scoop News reporters were interested in the actress who played Mama Lucia, the mother of Turiddu.  Mama Lucia was performed by Jane Bunnell and she had agreed to be interviewed at a later 
date.  Mama Lucia was a typical Mama Bear in her attempts to protect Turiddu from the bad things in life.  In the reporters’ opinion, Turiddu simply acted like a spoiled child most of the time and may 
have deserved a bit of his bad luck. Jane Bunnell is a noted mezzo-soprano and has had an outstanding international career for almost 30 years.  She has sung more than 30 roles in more than 350 
performances. 

Jane’s parents loved music and shared that love with their children.  Jane began attending the opera in New York City at a very young age.  She loved how grand the set was, how wonderful the 
actors were dressed, and all of the action on stage.  She felt the emotion of the characters and often thought, “This is something I would love to do.”  Jane, in turn, shares her love of the opera with her 
daughter, Katie, and granddaughter, Lillia.  In fact, Lillia recently attended a live performance of Cavalleria rusticana and had this to say, “ It would be my favorite opera, over Disney on Ice, if we could 
have popcorn and a doll.”  The Kid Scoop News staff was very impressed that Lillia, at age 3, sat through the opera and enjoyed it as Jane did when she was young.

Musicians often express their feelings like artists, dancers, and photographers through their music.  Writers are exactly the same way.  Kid Scoop reporters found that to be true when they were also able 
to interview Marc Embree, noted international opera singer.  He has been married to Jane Bunnell for 24 years and they have traveled throughout the world.  They are both currently members of the 
teaching staff at DePaul University in Chicago and in the fall will be teaching at Michigan State in Lansing.

According to Marc, he was a very shy young child and music helped him to use his imagination and express the joy and feelings that he had.  He believes that this gave him courage and the ability 
to overcome his shyness.  He believes that music belongs in a school curriculum and that all children should have exposure to the real creative side of learning.  Music captures every learning style of 
children and brings what Marc calls “pure joy” to the classroom.
When asked about training for such a career, Marc explained, “I am always working and training…there is always something new to learn.  I have had wonderful teachers and I am trying to pass it 
forward as a teacher myself.”  

This being the reporters first opera, they believe it was one of the most amazing experiences of their lives.  The theater held mainly an older audience, as they were the only students.  The acting, the 
lighting, the music and the dance astounded them.  The actors were dressed in period clothing which was a bit drab and dark for their tastes, but appropriate for the time period of the opera.  The 
chairs on stage were in a circle and rotated as the scenes changed, but did not distract from the play.  They loved the bird’s eye view they had in the movie theatre and believe it was better than seeing 
the performance live on stage.  Every little detail in the facial features showed emotions that they could identify.  They felt as if they were in the opera.  They give the opera a 10 out of 10 score and 
would go again.  They recommend the broadcast of a live performance because you simply have a better view.  They also believe the moral of the play was, “one should not cast stones”.

I don’t sing because I’m happy; I’m happy because I sing!” William James
If you understand the simplicity of this quote and find it to be true, then you should consider joining the 
Siouxland Youth Chorus.  Consisting of three very special choirs, Siouxland Youth Chorus is dedicated to the 
excellence of musicianship and provides some very special training for young singers.

Director Dr. Shirley Luebke, well known instructor from this region, gives the students a strong musical base, 
while creating an educational and inviting environment for students to learn. Children who are involved in the 
fine arts are given experiences that enhance all learning areas.  
Kid Scoop News reporters interviewed a few of the chorus members to have them share their thoughts about 
the Siouxland Youth Chorus.

Recently, Kids Scoop News staff interviewed a member of the Youth Chorus Choir.  Eighth grade East Middle 
School student, Nathan Kitrell has been in the choir for 3 years.  Though a hesitant “joiner” at first, he is now 
one of the most enthusiastic supporters of the choir.  Nathan expressed that he has gained confidence, made 
friends, and had experiences that wouldn’t have been possible if he wasn’t a member of the choir.  In his 
words, “We travel to so many wonderful places.  We bring music to so many people and I know it brings joy 
to them.  It’s really hard to share what my favorite part of the choir would be, but Dr. Luebke certainly would 
be at the top of my list.  She helps you with whatever you need.  She assists vocalists when they are preparing 
for contests, she supports your ideas and if you are having a tough day, she is there to cheer you up.”  
We are extremely lucky in Siouxland to have such a choral opportunity for students.  If you love to sing, enjoy 
being with other students of like interests, then you will enjoy being in Siouxland Youth Chorus.  Participation 
assures you of musical support, travel, and lifelong friendships!

COMMUNITY

Attention all 4- 8 Grade Students
Audition Interviews for Our 26th Season!       
               

June 8 and June 9     5:00-7:00 PM

All Siouxland girls and boys with 
unchanged voices in grades 4-8 are invited 
to audition for the 2015-2016 school year.  

No experience necessary.

We offer:
Outstanding vocal training
A development of vocal music skills that last a lifetime
Weekly rehearsals throughout the school year
Singing with others in festivals and concert travel 
  

Please call 276-9296 to set up an  
audition or for more information.

Join The Choir!
FOR AUDITION
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SPORTS
Sioux City Explorers
Meet Steve Montgomery
Feature Reporters: Adam Fillipi, Hunter Loreth, 
Simon Denney Lawton-Bronson

Steve Montgomery played in the major league 
organization and moved all the way up to Triple A, 
playing for nine years.  Mr. Montgomery has been 
working in baseball since he was 19 years old, so he 
has lots of experience.  For 22 years he was a pitching 
coach.  When asked about Erik Wordekemper, Montgomery 
said that he is happy to have Eric Wordekempe,r after being 

very successful for the Yankees organization.  Mr. Montgomery 
said that he hopes that he can have a really good recovery from just recently having Tommy 
John’s surgery. 
 Mr. Montgomery said while his inspiration is to keep advancing in his career, it’s a downfall 
being away from his family for five months.  He said, “I spend a lot of my free time face 
timing my family.”  He also said, “My favorite thing about baseball is camaraderie” (which is 
good friendship and loyalty among a group) “and the competition; my competition is trying to 
beat the other manager and the other team.”
We enjoyed meeting Steve Montgomery who was a very nice guy who knows a lot about baseball. The 
Explorers are lucky to have him as a field manager, and we were lucky to have him give us pointers on 
batting. Go out and support the Explorers! They have some great players who 

were very friendly, allowing us to view their batting practice. If you can’t 
be get there, you can listen to the game on the radio (Hunter does!).

Note: The Explorers are a professional baseball team from Sioux City.  
They are a member of the Central Division of the American Association 
of Independent Professional Baseball and not affliated with Major 
League Baseball.  From 1993 to the present, they have played in the 
Lewis and Clark Baseball field.  Frequently called the X’s, they have played 
with the Association since 2006.  Kid Scoop News would like to thank Steve 
for taking the time to spend with the students and look forward to this season 
out at Lewis and Clark! You can listen to the 
games live on 1360AM.

Baseball
Bat, ball
Run, hit, slide
It is fun.
Peanuts
By Ava S.

Baseball
Homerun, safe
Swinging, running, pitching
Happy, mad, excited, sad
Baseball
By Mykenna B.

Baseball
Sport, competition
Catching, running
Excited when my team wins
Baseball
By Sebastien T.

Baseball
Exciting, fun
Swinging, hitting, running
Confident, satisfied, daring, anxious
Baseball
By Gabe N.

Sport
Awesome, amazing
Great, running, bases
Fast, fun, good, nice
Baseball
By Grace E.

Baseball
Fun, hard
Catching, jumping, running
Fun, active, sport
Sport
By Michael A.

Softball
Bat, glove
Diving, sliding, running
Everyone stealing bases
Baseball
By Niamh C.

Baseball
Glove, bat
Catching, hitting, throwing
Love eating crackerjacks
Baseball
By Lydia M.

Softball
Fun, sport
Bat hitting ball
A really good sport
Softball
By Bailey S.

Baseball
Speed, agility
Running, sliding, throwing
Sweating when winning game
Baseball
By Olivia S.

Baseball poetry: Cinquains      By Mrs. Noteboom’s class, Clark School, 4th Grade

The SC Explorers 
donate a lot of time 

to the children in 
the area. Photos 
on the right are 

from the Youth Camp they held FREE 
in Kingsley, IA, on Saturday May 23rd
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Rainy Day Clerihew Poetry
Mrs. Paulsen  
3rd Grade Creative Writing
Woodbury Central ~ Moville, Iowa

A clerihew is a 4 line poem that makes a brief, 
humorous statement about a person. It is named 
after Edmund Clerihew Bentley, (1875-1956) an 
English writer of detective stories who originated 
this verse form.

Structure:
Line 1: ends with a person’s name
Line 2: rhymes with line 1
Lines 3 & 4: rhyme with each other

Page 4
Farmer Ants
Leafcutter ants live in the RAINFOREST 
and collect leaves by first CUTTING them 
into small pieces using their sharp, pointed 
jaws. They carry the PIECES back to their 
nest, holding them high above their heads.

Surprisingly, they DON’T eat the leaves. 
Instead, they use them to GROW food! 
Back at the NEST, smaller worker ants 
LICK the leaves clean and cut them into 
tiny pieces. These are then chewed up and 
made into miniature COMPOST heaps to 
grow the fungus on which they FEED.

Page 5
Facts About Ants
Ants can dig tunnels as deep as 35 feet.
An ant can lift 20 times its own body weight.
Giant Australian Bull ants can grow to be 
about 1 inch (2.5 cm) long.

Page 7
Bugs Help Solve Murder Mysteries
Some entomologists help solve murder 
cases. A certain kind of insect called a 
blowfly is ATTRACTED to dead bodies 
(ANIMAL and human). Entomologists 
know how long it takes for a blowfly EGG 
to hatch and how long it takes to grow to 
certain SIZES in the larva stage. By 
looking at the insects found in a DEAD 
body, scientists can figure out how long 
the body has been dead. Knowing the 
time of death OFFERS an important 
CLUE to solving the crime.

Page 8
National Parks Quiz
1. 35 = California
2. 38 = Yellowstone
3. 37 = Delaware
4. 42 = Alaska
5. 33 = Pennsylvania
6. 30 = Arizona

Page 21
Surprissssssse!
Hissing cockroaches are DEAF.

Page 6
Label the Bug Exhibits

TARANTULA TERMITE

DRAGONFLY HORNET

CRICKET CATERPILLAR

Page 9
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Page 11
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Page 14
The Sombrero

Unscramble these letters to find out how 
much water a ten-gallon hat holds.

Page 16

Page 17
Find the dining dung beetle that’s 
different.

Unscramble the title of this book.
Beetles,
Lightly
Toasted

PAGE 6

PAGE 7

PAGE 8

PAGE 9

PAGE 12

PAGE 13

PAGE 15

PAGE 18

PAGE 21

Page 21
Surprissssssse!
Hissing cockroaches are DEAF.

PAGE 10

Lauren L.
Wind hits Lulu.
She might go coo-coo!
The wind is so loud.
She might see a cloud!

Brand B.
Water is falling on Brand.
It’s so wet on his land.
Rain is falling down.
It’s making the ground brown.

Drew K.
Thunder struck over Drew.
Rain fell like stew.
There were heavy showers.
They fell over the towers.

Sydney B.
“A storm’s coming,” said Syd.
We better get ready kid!
Oh, look there’s the sun!
It looks beautiful and fun!

Kennison C.
Showers are pouring on Kennison Ann.
She might plant some flowers if she can.
Her family watches the storms.
People in college are in their dorms.

Madisyn L.
Under a tree it’s raining on Madi Lloyd.
In the woods it’s raining on Floyd.
I’m eating a drop and it’s yummy.
But when I stand up I see a mummy!

Faith S.
Little drops of water land on Faith Stamm.
And they go…Bam! Bam!
They are crazy!
And a little bit hazy.

Jack R.
Thunder goes Kaboom on Jack.
He will drop on his back.
Drip, drop, plop! 
He will drop and flop.

Brailee S.
Rain is coming down on Brailee.
My aunt is here, her name is Hailee.
Next it starts to rain shower.
Then will come May flowers. 

Kaleb B.
Rain is falling on Jordan.
And on his best friend Gordon.
We jump in a puddle.
Then we give each other a cuddle.

Chase S.
Rain will drop on Chase
The rain will feel like a case.
You’ll smell t he fresh, green grass.
Soon the rain will pass.

Zachery S.
Rain falls on Zach.
He hears a rack crack.
April showers will fall.
So I will go to the mall.

Breanna W.
Rain goes plop on Bre.
Just like on a tree.
Thunder will go Kaboom!
Then I will be doomed. 

Gene H.
“I see a storm coming,” said Gene.
We should get inside, the storm might be mean.
I can’t go play outside so I’m sad.
When the storm’s over I’ll be glad!

Megan B.
My name is Megan Bell.
Last time it rained I fell.
When it rained I got so wet.
I just want to catch it in a net!

Ty N.
Raindrops are falling on Ty.
They look like a piece of pie.
Raindrops are falling in the sun.
It looks like fun!

Colby G.
The raindrops hit Colby.
So I quickly run under a tree.
I really want to go fishing.
But I would just be wishing.

Elly J.
One little raindrop fell on Elly.
And one fell on a girl named Kelly.
Then there was a big BAM!
And it scared her friend named Sam.

Brady T.
Raindrops fell on Brady
They also fell on a lady.
Everything gets wet.
Even my pet.

Ean S.
April showers falling on Ean.
Flowers he will soon be seein’.
The sun will come out soon.
He’ll hear a bird chirping a tune. 

Anthony S.
Rainclouds follow Tony.
While he is riding a pony.
The pony stopped.
Then I dropped. 
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Classroom Sponsors
Tanworld & Lori Lee’s
Bruce & Jeanette Hopkins
United Bank of Iowa, Moville
Book People
Triview/Quality Telecommunications
KVLZ Custom Bailing, Climbing Hill, IA
Akron Gold & Silver
Bluebird Springs Orchard - Akron
Deck Law
Paul & Tamme Saul
Yellow Rose Catering - Moville
Gretchen Gondek
Dr. Stee Maxwell
Helen Maxwell
Dr. Earl Maxwell 
Sterk Financial - Dakota Dunes
Granny Stitches
Friendhsip & Service Club, Akron, IA
Judie Uhlir
EFMC Inc.
Bill & Becky McKenney

The staff at Siouxland Kid Scoop News would like to personally thank all of the 
businesses, organizations, and individuals who are sponsoring the publication of 
Kid Scoop News for our Siouxland students.  When students read informational 
text and write for a publication, they become engaged learners and citizens.

Partners In Education
AFSCME Local 212
Anonymous Sponsor
Charlies 
Irwin Painting
Lilly Family Dentistry
Belle Touché
Convergys
Chesterman’s

You!

Ad t A Cl Pl C ll (712)293 4303 NIESi l d © Vi ki Whiti J 201

Classroom subscriptions are delivered free of charge and rely primarily on sponsorships.  Currently, more than 1000 Siouxland students will be 
receiving the monthly magazine with many more waiting for sponsorships.  Be part of our literacy team! Contact one of the Kid Scoop News team 
members for information about business, organizational, and individual sponsorships.

Classroom Sponsorship    $125   
Partner In Education    $250
Bronze Corporate     $500     

Silver Corporate   $1,000
Gold Corporate   $2,500    
Benefactor    $5,000

This is a yearly sponsorship. All sponsorship levels have “extras” included. Sponsorships will be recognized on the back 
page of each monthly issue of Kid Scoop News and on the website at NIESiouxland.com. Sponsor today and know that 
children throughout Siouxland will be applauding!

JEANETTE HOPKINS
NIE Coordinator ~The Sioux City Journal

(712)293-4328
jhopkins@siouxcityjournal.com

facebook.com/NIESiouxland
on the web NIESiouxland.com

THANKS

Thank from

Your  
Company Here
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