
How many 
bubbles can 
you �nd on 
this page? 

Cross them out 
to pop them!

Cats have been pets for people for thousands of 
years but cats have also become legends. They 
often appear in fairy tales, movies and comic strips.

Juice, sports 
drinks, energy 
drinks and even chocolate 
milk contain sweeteners that add 
calories to our diets. Learn about 
the sugar content of 
everyday drinks.

Why were pickles 
important to 

Cleopatra and 
Julius Caesar? 

Find out inside!

A kid invented the trampoline. 
Tent cloth gave Levi Strauss the idea 
for jeans and a pie tin inspired the 
invention of the Frisbee. Get the story 
about more incredible inventions!
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       here are ways we can try to avoid   
           catching a cold and the flu, like 
washing our hands and getting vaccinated.

But, there are a couple of things we can’t 
help but catch.

What are they? Yawning and laughing!

Give it a try! Start yawning and watch to 
see if people around you start to yawn 
with you.

“Yawning is extraordinarily contagious,” 
says Robert Provine, a professor of 
psychology at the University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County.

Even reading about yawning can cause a 
person to yawn. Are you yawning yet?

Have you ever caught a case of the giggles 
with a friend? Then you know how 
contagious laughter can be.

   “We really can’t help ourselves from 
       doing it: When we’re around laughing      
          people we laugh,” says Provine.   
            “You start to do it and you can’t   
  stop. And the harder you try, the  
   worse it gets.”

                   While laughing can bring 
                         people together, it can also  
              push people apart. That is  
               called jeering or ridicule.  
                Laughing at a person in 
                            a way that hurts them is a 
                           kind of bullying.

Describe a time that you were with a group of 
people laughing together in a good way.

Describe a time that you saw people hurt 
someone by laughing.
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WELCOME TO KID SCOOP NEWS!
2015 marked the �rst year that a Global 
Teacher Prize has ever been awarded.  
The international prize brings one million 
dollars to the winner and is considered 
the Nobel Prize of Teaching.  This 
year’s award went to Nancie Atwell, 
who founded the Center for Teaching 
and Learning as a demonstration school in Edgecomb, 
Maine in 1990.  Nancie Atwell has long been considered 
the “cheerleader” for teachers who believe that learning is 
developmental and if children are given enough time to analyze 
materials in meaningful and challenging lessons then anything 
is possible.  Nancie Atwell, along with other educators such 
as Lucy Calkins, Dr. James Davis of the Iowa Writing Project, 
Science teacher, John Golden, Dr. Louise Rosenblatt, Dr. Frank 
Smith and numerous others have impacted this editor’s life and 
made a difference in how teaching and learning are perceived.

This month the staff at NIE Siouxland Kid Scoop News would 
like to honor those teachers who work long hours planning 
lessons, organizing classroom cultures, and inspiring students.  
They are our modern day heroes and are recognized during 
National Teacher Appreciation Week worldwide. (May 4-8)  
Area students would also like to send their deepest appreciation 
for their teachers through interviews, articles, poetry and notes 
in this issue. Kudos to our teachers!

Along with our syndicated material, area teachers and 
students have submitted hundreds of items to be considered for 
publication.  We want to thank them for the submissions, some 
which will appear in this month’s print and the rest can be found 
online at NIESiouxland.com. 

Nancie Atwell, Winner - The Global Teacher Prize 2015
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WE ARE SIOUXLAND KID SCOOP NEWS!
EACH MONTH WE WILL FEATURE WRITERS AND ARTISTS FROM THE SIOUXLAND REGIONAL SCHOOLS AND 
HOMESCHOOLS IN KID SCOOP NEWS. WE CELEBRATE AND HONOR THE TEACHERS AND LEARNERS FROM 
THIS AREA BY ENCOURAGING THE CONTINUED QUALITY AND CRAFTSMANSHIP IN THEIR WORK.  WATCH 

FOR US ONLINE AT NIESIOUXLAND.COM FOR ADDITIONAL PROJECTS FROM OUR STUDENTS!  

THE MORE THAT YOU READ, THE MORE THINGS YOU WILL KNOW.   
THE MORE THAT YOU LEARN, THE MORE PLACES YOU’LL GO.  ~ DR. SEUSS
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       here are ways we can try to avoid   
           catching a cold and the flu, like 
washing our hands and getting vaccinated.

But, there are a couple of things we can’t 
help but catch.

What are they? Yawning and laughing!

Give it a try! Start yawning and watch to 
see if people around you start to yawn 
with you.

“Yawning is extraordinarily contagious,” 
says Robert Provine, a professor of 
psychology at the University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County.

Even reading about yawning can cause a 
person to yawn. Are you yawning yet?

Have you ever caught a case of the giggles 
with a friend? Then you know how 
contagious laughter can be.

   “We really can’t help ourselves from 
       doing it: When we’re around laughing      
          people we laugh,” says Provine.   
            “You start to do it and you can’t   
  stop. And the harder you try, the  
   worse it gets.”

                   While laughing can bring 
                         people together, it can also  
              push people apart. That is  
               called jeering or ridicule.  
                Laughing at a person in 
                            a way that hurts them is a 
                           kind of bullying.

Describe a time that you were with a group of 
people laughing together in a good way.

Describe a time that you saw people hurt 
someone by laughing.
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We Love Laughing
Knock, knock.
Who’s there?
Boo.
Boo hoo?
Don’t cry…it’s only me.
Lydia M. Clark  4th Grade

What do you call a well-balanced 
meal?
A burger in both hands!
Gabe N. Clark 4th Grade

Two tomatoes were walking down 
the street.
The smaller one fell behind and the 
bigger one said, “ketchup!”
Bam H. Clark 4th Grade

What is a �sh with no eye?
A fsh.
Michael A. Clark 4th Grade

Why did the rabbit cross the road?
Because the chicken retired.

What is in the middle of Paris?
An ‘r’.
Katie K. Clark 4th Grade

What did the cheese say to the 
cows?
Are you my mother?
Ava S.  Clark 4th Grade

What goes up but never comes 
down?
Your age. 
Olivia S. Clark 4th Grade

What did the cheddar say to the 
mozzarella?
Your jokes aren’t funny, they are 
cheesy!
Olivia S. Clark 4th Grade

Which runs faster:  hot or cold?
I don’t know, which one?
Hot.  Anyone can catch a cold!
Luke S.  Clark 4th Grade

Knock. Knock.
Who’s there?
Who.
Who, who?
Are you an owl or what?
Mykenna B. Clark 4th Grade

Will you remember me in a day?
Yes!
Will you remember me in a week?
Yes!
Will you remember me in a month?
Yes!
Will you remember me in a year?
Yes!
Knock, knock.
Who’s there?
You don’t remember me, do you?
Sebastien T. Clark 4th Grade

What do you call a cow with no 
legs?
Ground beef.
Ian J.  Clark 4th Grade

Which country was eaten on 
Thanksgiving?
Turkey.
Brenden N. Clark 4th Grade

What did the Jack-o-lantern say to 
the pumpkin?
Cut it out!
Ean V.  Clark 4th Grade

What do you call a fake noodle?
An Im-pasta!
Brennen R. Sgt. Bluff   4th Grade

Why can’t you give Elsa a balloon?
Because she will “Let It Go”
Brennen R. Sgt. Bluff   4th Grade

What did the pencil say to the other 
pencil?
You’re looking sharp!
Carley R. Sgt. Bluff   1st Grade

BOEVE’S BRILLIANT BOMBERS FROM THE CLARK ELEMENTARY 5TH GRADE SENT THE 
FOLLOWING INTERESTING AND HUMOROUS FACTS ABOUT “STINKY FEET”!

What makes stinky feet is sweat, or sometimes when you step in a big puddle of water and mud which makes your 
socks smell, gets in between your toes.  Lots of people have stinky feet so there are some ways people have found 
to prevent or stop smell feet.  My dad uses baking powder.  The “baking powder remedy” is when you sprinkle 
powder in your shoes before you go to bed and let it sit overnight.  In the morning shake the baking powder out 
and there goes the stinky feet smell!   Kelsey J.

I think stinky feet come from not taking a shower and from walking in the mud.  The other thing I think that makes 
a smelly foot is that it comes from your feet getting sweaty.  The way to get rid of it is by taking a shower and 
cleaning them.  Daniel L.

Stinky feet are easy to get, but hard to get rid of!  Here is how to get stinky feet; run two miles with thick socks or 
go barefoot.  Here is how to get rid of your stinky feet.  Put your feet in front of a fan on high so they get very dry, 
then put face soap on and you won’t have a bit of stink left!   Grace M.

I think people get stinky feet because they wear their socks and shoes all day and the sweat from their feet makes 
the feet stinky!  What I think can be done about it is that we should invent socks that will clean your feet for you.  
Daniel K.
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Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

craft sticks

glue

poster 
paint

paintbrush

Glue two craft 
sticks in a “V” 

shape as shown. 
Make five of these 
for each star you 

want to make. Glue each of the 
“V” shapes together 

to form a star.

Paint the star red, 
white and blue. You 
can glue a craft stick 

on the bottom and 
place the stars in 
your garden or a 
flower pot for a 
Memorial Day 

display.

On Memorial Day weekend each 
year, people enjoy barbecues, 
sporting events, camping, 
weekend getaways, theme parks 
and concerts. But Memorial Day 
is really about remembering 
those who gave their lives 
defending America and other free 
nations in wartime.

No matter where you live, at 3:00 
p.m. on Monday, May 25, you 

can participate in the National 
Moment of Remembrance. For 
one minute, Americans are asked 
to pause and think about the 
service men and women who 
died defending the freedoms we 
enjoy today. 

These brave men and women 
served in the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marine Corps and the 
Coast Guard.

On Memorial Day, Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts often place 
small flags or candles beside 
headstones in military 
cemeteries across the nation.

Look closely at these flags. 
Only two of them are correct 
depictions of today’s American 
flag. Can you find them?

ANSWER: 3 and 5.

1.

3.

4.

5.

2.

6.

Color this window poster. Display it on Memorial Day.

Standards Link: Civics: Students know how various American holidays reflect the shared values, 
principles and beliefs of Americans.

Standards Link: Investigation: Find similarities and differences in common objects.
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My Papa almost died in the army during the 
Korean War.  He was in a tank when he had an 
accident.  We celebrate Memorial Day to honor 
my Papa .  He is very nice…he used to read me 
bedtime stories on stormy nights.  I love him and I 
was heartbroken when I heard that he had almost 
died.  But at least he fought for our country and 
to protect us.  That is why I love him the most.
Izabelle Y.  
Sgt. Bluff-Luton  4th  Grade

Veterans are very important because they 
protected us and risked their lives for us.  If you 
know a veteran, be proud of him/her and say 
“thanks” to them.
Bailey S.  
Clark Elementary 4th Grade

Veterans �ght for our freedom.  They salute our 
�ag.  They risk their lives for others.  They are 
brave.  They believe.  They are the heroes of our 
country.
Keera A.  
Clark Elementary 4th grade

This is why I think veterans are important.  My 
great grandpa is a veteran.  He was in  World 
War II.  He was in a plane and survived.  
Another reason is because they fought for our 
country.  Veterans are important!
Niamh C.  
Clark Elementary 4th Grade

From Operation Desert Storm to the Normandy 
beaches, veterans have been serving our country 
for years.  Men and women who risked their lives 
for our freedom are brave.  Soldiers and veterans 
are the lungs of our country.  Without them, 
it would fail.  The next time you see a person 
wearing a veteran’s hat, think of what he/she did 
for our country.
Ishmael T.  
Clark Elementary 4th Grade

When our dad is gone, we miss him very much. But People 
like our dad, protect our country. Our dad is special and we 
love him very much.
Ean & Laney Schweitzberger   
Woodbury Central 3rd Grade

Brady, Ean & Laney Schweitzberger  
with their dad, Chad Schweitzberger

SIOUXLAND KID SCOOP NEWS WOULD LIKE 
TO RECOGNIZE THE MEN AND WOMEN 
FROM OUR SIOUXLAND COMMUNITIES 
WHO HAVE SERVED AND ARE SERVING 

IN OUR NATIONAL ARMED FORCES.  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE AND 
COMMITMENT TO THE HEALTH AND 

WELL-BEING OF THE CITIZENS OF OUR 
COUNTRY.  HATS OFF TO YOU ALL!

AMERICAN HEROS!
Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

craft sticks

glue

poster 
paint

paintbrush

Glue two craft 
sticks in a “V” 

shape as shown. 
Make five of these 
for each star you 

want to make. Glue each of the 
“V” shapes together 

to form a star.

Paint the star red, 
white and blue. You 
can glue a craft stick 

on the bottom and 
place the stars in 
your garden or a 
flower pot for a 
Memorial Day 

display.

On Memorial Day weekend each 
year, people enjoy barbecues, 
sporting events, camping, 
weekend getaways, theme parks 
and concerts. But Memorial Day 
is really about remembering 
those who gave their lives 
defending America and other free 
nations in wartime.

No matter where you live, at 3:00 
p.m. on Monday, May 25, you 

can participate in the National 
Moment of Remembrance. For 
one minute, Americans are asked 
to pause and think about the 
service men and women who 
died defending the freedoms we 
enjoy today. 

These brave men and women 
served in the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marine Corps and the 
Coast Guard.

On Memorial Day, Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts often place 
small flags or candles beside 
headstones in military 
cemeteries across the nation.

Look closely at these flags. 
Only two of them are correct 
depictions of today’s American 
flag. Can you find them?

ANSWER: 3 and 5.
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3.

4.

5.
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6.

Color this window poster. Display it on Memorial Day.

Standards Link: Civics: Students know how various American holidays reflect the shared values, 
principles and beliefs of Americans.

Standards Link: Investigation: Find similarities and differences in common objects.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.
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to form a star.
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on the bottom and 
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Memorial Day 

display.

On Memorial Day weekend each 
year, people enjoy barbecues, 
sporting events, camping, 
weekend getaways, theme parks 
and concerts. But Memorial Day 
is really about remembering 
those who gave their lives 
defending America and other free 
nations in wartime.

No matter where you live, at 3:00 
p.m. on Monday, May 25, you 

can participate in the National 
Moment of Remembrance. For 
one minute, Americans are asked 
to pause and think about the 
service men and women who 
died defending the freedoms we 
enjoy today. 

These brave men and women 
served in the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marine Corps and the 
Coast Guard.

On Memorial Day, Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts often place 
small flags or candles beside 
headstones in military 
cemeteries across the nation.

Look closely at these flags. 
Only two of them are correct 
depictions of today’s American 
flag. Can you find them?

ANSWER: 3 and 5.

1.

3.

4.

5.

2.

6.

Color this window poster. Display it on Memorial Day.

Standards Link: Civics: Students know how various American holidays reflect the shared values, 
principles and beliefs of Americans.

Standards Link: Investigation: Find similarities and differences in common objects.

I will always support my great-grandpa who was in World War 
II.  My great-grandpa always said to people, “I love you,” when he 
had to go to war.  In later years, after he died, I never got to say 
that back again to him.  That was a sad moment in my life.  
Kellen M.  Sgt. Bluff-Luton  4th Grade

I hope you all know what veterans are and if you don’t I will tell you.  Veterans 
are very important people.  They are people who have retired from the military.  
If you ever see a Vet, you should be nice and respectful to him/her.  When you 
know someone who is a mom or dad of a Vet, you should be nice to them, too as 
they do not get to see them.  The military is so important. 
Juliana M. Sgt. Bluff-Luton  4th Grade
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About 50 years ago, the prosperous owner 
of a pickle-packing plant complained that 
people made fun of his job. Someone wisely 
told him to join 
the fun, lead the 
laughter and 
entertain people 
with pickle gags.

That was in 1950, 
and the pickle 
plutocrat took the 
idea to the 
International 
Pickle Packers Association. They too joined 
the fun, and since then the pickle has 
become America’s number-one vegetable.

Find your way to the pickle-packing plant.

Ten days at the end of May 
is the time to honor the 

“world’s most humorous 
vegetable”—the pickle!

There is something silly 
about the word pickle. 

Perhaps it is the 
combination of the p 

sound and the k sound. 
Words like pickle and 
Pluto are fun to say.

Most pickles are 
made by preserving 
cucumbers with 
vinegar, salt and 
spices.

Standards Link: History: Connecting the past to the present.

Standards Link: Follow simple directions; eye-hand coordination.

Standards Link: Reading: Follow multiple step directions. Math: 
Add, subtract and multiply single digits.

Pickle Puzzle
How many pounds of pickles does an average 
American eat in a year? To find out, add the 
number of pickles in jar A and jar B. Subtract 
the number of pickles in jar C. Multiply by 
the number of pickles in jar D. Add the 
number of pickles in jar E.

7 2 3 1 6
4 3 4 2 5
5 6 1 0 5
7 3 4 1 4

1 2 5 4
5 6 2 1
1 3 4 2
8 0 5 4

6 1 2 8
3 7 3 5
6 7 0 3
4 3 5 8

In a Pickle
Circle the numbers inside each pickle jar whose 
sum, when added together in a line down or 
across, is the same as the number at the top of 
the jar. The first one is done for you.
Standards Link: Math: Add sums to 20.

About 50 years ago, the prosperous owner 
of a pickle-packing plant complained that 
people made fun of his job. Someone wisely 
told him to join 
the fun, lead the 
laughter and 
entertain people 
with pickle gags.

That was in 1950, 
and the pickle 
plutocrat took the 
idea to the 
International 
Pickle Packers Association. They too joined 
the fun, and since then the pickle has 
become America’s number-one vegetable.

Find your way to the pickle-packing plant.

Ten days at the end of May 
is the time to honor the 

“world’s most humorous 
vegetable”—the pickle!

There is something silly 
about the word pickle. 

Perhaps it is the 
combination of the p 

sound and the k sound. 
Words like pickle and 
Pluto are fun to say.

Most pickles are 
made by preserving 
cucumbers with 
vinegar, salt and 
spices.

Standards Link: History: Connecting the past to the present.

Standards Link: Follow simple directions; eye-hand coordination.

Standards Link: Reading: Follow multiple step directions. Math: 
Add, subtract and multiply single digits.

Pickle Puzzle
How many pounds of pickles does an average 
American eat in a year? To find out, add the 
number of pickles in jar A and jar B. Subtract 
the number of pickles in jar C. Multiply by 
the number of pickles in jar D. Add the 
number of pickles in jar E.

7 2 3 1 6
4 3 4 2 5
5 6 1 0 5
7 3 4 1 4

1 2 5 4
5 6 2 1
1 3 4 2
8 0 5 4

6 1 2 8
3 7 3 5
6 7 0 3
4 3 5 8

In a Pickle
Circle the numbers inside each pickle jar whose 
sum, when added together in a line down or 
across, is the same as the number at the top of 
the jar. The first one is done for you.
Standards Link: Math: Add sums to 20.

Pickle week is sooooo…awesome.  I love National Pickle Week because, well, I love pickles!  My favorite type of pickle is the dill pickle.  They taste so 
good.  I love the pickles that are juicy, really juicy….like when they sit is the juice at the bottom of the jar…oh, my!  I like pickles that are cold….yes, this is 
why I love National Pickle Week.  
Brennen R. Sgt. Bluff-Luton  4th Grade
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About 50 years ago, the prosperous owner 
of a pickle-packing plant complained that 
people made fun of his job. Someone wisely 
told him to join 
the fun, lead the 
laughter and 
entertain people 
with pickle gags.

That was in 1950, 
and the pickle 
plutocrat took the 
idea to the 
International 
Pickle Packers Association. They too joined 
the fun, and since then the pickle has 
become America’s number-one vegetable.

Find your way to the pickle-packing plant.

Ten days at the end of May 
is the time to honor the 

“world’s most humorous 
vegetable”—the pickle!

There is something silly 
about the word pickle. 

Perhaps it is the 
combination of the p 

sound and the k sound. 
Words like pickle and 
Pluto are fun to say.

Most pickles are 
made by preserving 
cucumbers with 
vinegar, salt and 
spices.

Standards Link: History: Connecting the past to the present.

Standards Link: Follow simple directions; eye-hand coordination.

Standards Link: Reading: Follow multiple step directions. Math: 
Add, subtract and multiply single digits.

Pickle Puzzle
How many pounds of pickles does an average 
American eat in a year? To find out, add the 
number of pickles in jar A and jar B. Subtract 
the number of pickles in jar C. Multiply by 
the number of pickles in jar D. Add the 
number of pickles in jar E.

7 2 3 1 6
4 3 4 2 5
5 6 1 0 5
7 3 4 1 4

1 2 5 4
5 6 2 1
1 3 4 2
8 0 5 4

6 1 2 8
3 7 3 5
6 7 0 3
4 3 5 8

In a Pickle
Circle the numbers inside each pickle jar whose 
sum, when added together in a line down or 
across, is the same as the number at the top of 
the jar. The first one is done for you.
Standards Link: Math: Add sums to 20.

About 50 years ago, the prosperous owner 
of a pickle-packing plant complained that 
people made fun of his job. Someone wisely 
told him to join 
the fun, lead the 
laughter and 
entertain people 
with pickle gags.

That was in 1950, 
and the pickle 
plutocrat took the 
idea to the 
International 
Pickle Packers Association. They too joined 
the fun, and since then the pickle has 
become America’s number-one vegetable.

Find your way to the pickle-packing plant.

Ten days at the end of May 
is the time to honor the 

“world’s most humorous 
vegetable”—the pickle!

There is something silly 
about the word pickle. 

Perhaps it is the 
combination of the p 

sound and the k sound. 
Words like pickle and 
Pluto are fun to say.

Most pickles are 
made by preserving 
cucumbers with 
vinegar, salt and 
spices.

Standards Link: History: Connecting the past to the present.

Standards Link: Follow simple directions; eye-hand coordination.

Standards Link: Reading: Follow multiple step directions. Math: 
Add, subtract and multiply single digits.

Pickle Puzzle
How many pounds of pickles does an average 
American eat in a year? To find out, add the 
number of pickles in jar A and jar B. Subtract 
the number of pickles in jar C. Multiply by 
the number of pickles in jar D. Add the 
number of pickles in jar E.

7 2 3 1 6
4 3 4 2 5
5 6 1 0 5
7 3 4 1 4

1 2 5 4
5 6 2 1
1 3 4 2
8 0 5 4

6 1 2 8
3 7 3 5
6 7 0 3
4 3 5 8

In a Pickle
Circle the numbers inside each pickle jar whose 
sum, when added together in a line down or 
across, is the same as the number at the top of 
the jar. The first one is done for you.
Standards Link: Math: Add sums to 20.

LAWTON-BRONSON EAGLE’S OUTDOOR CLASSROOM AND GARDEN
  Students at Lawton-Bronson are 
gearing up to get their hands dirty 
as our gardening season begins!  
Shortly after our new school was 
built, a courtyard on our playground 
was converted into an outdoor 
classroom.  This classroom consisted 
of a sidewalk leading to four concrete 
tables.  Last year our school garden 
was added to this outdoor classroom 
area. 
     Through the efforts of our Eagle’s 
Outdoor Classroom and Garden 
Committee, this two thousand square 
foot area has been transformed 

into an 
outdoor 
classroom 
and 
garden.  
Through 
lots of 
grant 
writing 

and volunteer hours, four raised beds 
and several berms for planting were 
added.  An irrigation system ensures 
that our plants are watered daily.  An 
iron fence provides protection and 
beauty to this area.  A bubbling rock 
provides a soothing environment, a 
home for �sh and also water for our 
wildlife.
      The project moved along quickly 
with help from Brady Roan, owner of 
Roan Landscaping.  He donated not 
only the bubbling rock, but also all 
of the rocks which are in our garden!  
Brady and his crew donated countless 
hours in the completion of this huge 
project.
     Through the fruits of our labors, 
we were able to enjoy potato soup, 
beet jam, salsa, mashed potatoes, 
carrots, lettuce, green beans and 
several other vegetables during our 
�rst growing season!
     We are now ready to get our 
hands dirty again and begin planting 
our beds for this growing season.  
We will be planting mainly cool 
season crops so that we will be able 
to enjoy lettuce, spinach and radishes 
before summer vacation begins.  We 
will plant our warm season crops 
such as snap peas, green beans, 
carrots and sweet corn before we 

leave for vacation and our 
Summer Bell students will 

help with the care of the garden 
during the summer.
     We have several teachers 
who have been doing some 
inside planting and will transplant 
their plants to the garden.  Mrs. 
Roberts and her sixth graders, 
with the help of master gardener Dee 
McKenna, build a grow light for their 
classroom.  They planted tomatoes, 
peppers and other veggies.  They 
are conducting an experiment with 
their plants.  Two trays of plants 
are getting light from the grow 
light and one tray is receiving only 
natural light.  Students are observing 
differences between the two types of 
light.
     Mrs. Davies’ resource room 
students planted cucumbers and 
pumpkins in their room.  They quickly 
discovered after leaving for Easter 
vacation and upon arriving back 
that plants get thirsty.  They have 
since replanted and have learned the 
importance of watering their plants.
     Ms. Siepker’s �rst graders have 
planted in milk cartons.  They created 
a dairy farm and planted lettuce, 
spinach, radishes, squash, snap peas, 
watermelon and many other veggies.  
It was fun observing what each seed 

looked like.
     Classes began planting seeds 
and transplanting plants to our beds 
on April 21. Students will responsible 
for planting, transplanting plants, 
weeding, harvesting, tasting and 
serving our garden produce.  Our 
goal is watch a seed go from a plant 
to our plate!
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When 11-year-old George 
Nissen went to see the circus, 
he had a brainstorm. An 
invention brainstorm!

The idea literally bounced 
into his head. He loved 
watching the trapeze artists 
and tightrope walkers drop 
into the safety net and then 
bounce up and down doing 
twists, spins and somersaults.

That’s what gave him the idea 
of a “bouncing table” that 
could be used in a backyard 
or gym. He worked on his 
idea for more than 12 years, 
but finally he came up with a 
contraption that worked. He 
called it trampoline, from 
the Spanish word trampolin, 
meaning “springboard.”

The students at Yale University loved Joseph Frisbee’s 
pies. They even loved his pie tins!

Tossing empty pie tins became a favorite way to pass 
time between classes. With a firm flick of the wrist, 
the tin would sort of float through the air.

But the metal pie tins hurt when they hit someone. As 
a safety measure, students started yelling “Frisbee!” 
to alert others that they were tossing a tin to a pal.

Frisbee® Memories

Standards Link: Social Science: Students explore the stories of actual people who 
have made a difference in their everyday lives and whose contributions have 
touched them, directly or indirectly.

In the 1940s, a man named 
Walter Morrison 
remembered the 
fun he had 
throwing 
Frisbee® pie 
tins while a 
student at 
Yale. He 
invented 
a way to 
make a 
similar 
throwing 
toy out of 
plastic. He 
called it a 
Frisbee® disc 
in memory 
of the pie tins 
turned into toys.

Some inventions started out as something else!

Standards Link: Vocabulary Development: 
Students recognize the origins and 
meanings of foreign words used in English.

Draw 
the other 

half of 
each 

bouncing 
kid.

Help the 
student 
catch 

the pie 
tin.

          Look through the newspaper for two items that don’t seem to go together. Think of ways the two things could be 
combined to invent something new. Example: A camera and  sunglasses.
Standards Link: Reading Comprehension. Follow simple written directions.

Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.

Standards Link: Social Science: Students understand the role and interdependence of 
buyers and sellers of goods. 

   evi Strauss came to
     California during 
the Gold Rush to 
find his fortune. 
He planned to sell 
canvas cloth to the 
miners for tents 
and wagon covers. 
But the gold miners 
needed something 
else … pants.

His canvas pants 
sold as quickly as 
they were made. 
Levi gave up the 
idea of gold mining 
and ordered more 
cloth. He had found 
his fortune.

Find the matching jeans.
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It’s simple!
Your locally-owned car store is proud to support
Siouxland Newspapers In Education and Kids Scoop News.

SIOUX CITY

3601 Singing Hills Blvd. & 2001 E. 6th St., Sioux City • SiouxCityFord.com • 712-277-8420

Little did the marketing and 
advertising manager at the Sioux 
City Ford Lincoln Company 
know that Henry Ford would be 
in�uencing him even in 2015. 
On this cold, wet, and very 
rainy Saturday, Sam Burrish 
was volunteering his free time to 
help raise money for the Dakota 
Valley High School After Prom 
Party. According to Sam, the Ford 
Motor Company is committed to 
support initiatives and institutions 
that enhance and improve the 
opportunities for those who live 
in the communities where Ford 
Motor Company operates. This 
bene�t for the after prom party 
was just one of the many events 
that Ford Lincoln of Sioux City 
sponsors.
 While Henry Ford produced an 
automobile that was in economic 
reach of the average American, 
little did he know that in just over 
100 years, his company legacy 
would prove to be one of a 
company that is indeed committed 
to the health and well- being of 
its community. The representatives 
from Ford Lincoln demonstrated 
their understanding of civic 
and community responsibility 
Saturday, April 18 by offering 
free test drives for consumers 
while donating $40.00 for each 
test drive to the Dakota Valley 
after prom committee.

 The Ford Company staff was 
very easy to work with and 
communications with Sam 
were especially interesting and 
inspiring. These three feature 
reporters from North Middle 
School were impressed with 
the dedication and commitment 
shown by the staff. Sam 
mentioned that volunteers from 
the company enjoy giving up 
time to support projects that are 
organized by school groups 
across Siouxland . Even though 
temperatures were in the low 

50s and it was pouring rain, 
consumers were greeted by 
smiling faces, a dry umbrella 
and the offer of an incredible 
ride in one of the new Lincoln 
Ford models. The staff assisted 
hundreds of potential buyers in 
test vehicles such as MKZ Hybrid, 
Lincoln MKX, and the luxurious 
Ford Fusion.
 The reporters found the test 
drives to be very smooth and 
extremely quiet and on the side 

of luxurious. One reporter asked 
about the new doc systems 
found in the several models. 
The Bluetooth system allows for 
hands-free calling systems and 
are now included as standard 
equipment. “Infotainment” on the 
go is increasingly giving drivers 
the freedom to listen to what they 
want. Apps help navigate, check 
traf�c, view the weather report, 
look up a movie…the list goes 
on and on. Sam stated that Ford 
demonstrates to the community 
that the Ford models are stylish, 
of high quality, and represent 
the very best of locally owned 
businesses. Consumers want cars 
that look good, are fun to drive, 
and environmentally sound. He 
went on the mention that they 
work hard to �nd the car that is 
right for the consumer and there 
are many different models for 
many different people. He stated 
that the younger drivers prefer the 
Ford focus as it is small, ef�cient 
and has a good record. The older 
family drivers prefer the SUV’s 
and crossover vehicles for space 
and comfort.
 Newer models focus more on 
fuel ef�ciency and power. For 

example, 
EcoBoost has 
the power of 
an 8 cylinder 
but by using 6 
is more ef�cient 
and cost 
effective. Ford 
EcoBoost in 
Eco-Conscious 
according to Sam. Newer 
technology at Ford includes: 
active park assist, sensors for 
cruise control to maintain speed 
in traf�c, sensors that slow you 
down when are too close to 
another vehicle and sensors 
that caution you when there is 
another car close by when you 
are merging. Ford is constantly 
challenging the innovations 
created by other companies 
and inventing new products that 
compete with those innovations.
 The Ford corporation offers many 
job opportunities for interested 

graduates. While Sam’s 
job is supported by a 
strong communications 

background in writing, marketing, 
and design, there are many 
other occupations that one could 
consider. Along with maintenance 
and technical productions, one 
could work in sales, service, 
product development, engineering 
controls, or general trucking 
services. Automobile production 
has become a highly technical 
career and a background in 
computers and tech support 
doesn’t hurt in any of the areas.
 These reporters can’t wait until 
they are able to drive one of the 
Ford models. The high end
drive this time around was 
amazing and if Ford is as 
attentive to detail with the cost 
effective models, than they will be 
in business for a very long time. 
The Ford philosophy of “giving 
back” to a community is equally 
amazing and admirable in a time 
when many companies are cutting 
back on community programs 
such as this one. “If everyone is 
moving forward together, then 
success takes care of itself.” Henry 
Ford was de�nitely a man who 
looked to the future. 
 Dakota Valley & Sioux City Ford 
had over 300 test drives, and 
reached the maximum donation 
of $8,000 for their after prom 
event.

LINCOLN FORD KID SCOOP REPORTERSWows
COMING TOGETHER IS A BEGINNING; KEEPING TOGETHER IS PROGRESS; WORKING TOGETHER IS SUCCESS. ~ HENRY FORD

Featured Reporters Parker Bell, Cole 
McClure and Ethan Sorenson all of  - 
North Middle  8th Grade interview 
Sam Burrish of Sioux City Ford. April 
18th at Dakota Valley High School.

Featured Reporters  
Parker Bell, Cole McClure and 
Ethan Sorenson all of North 
Middle - 8th Grade
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COMMUNITY

Creative Community
2ND GRADE - DAKOTA VALLEY

What I want to be when I grow up…
Pet Helper: I want to be a pet helper. I will help pets. I will put a cast or a band on them.  I will feed them. I will take care of them. I love my job. That’s what I 
want to be.  By Kaleb  Dakota Valley 1st grade

Video Game Designer: When I grow up I want to be a video game designer. When I grow up I want to be a video game designer because I like creating. When 
I grow up I want to be a video game designer because I like playing video games.  By Curtis  Dakota Valley 1st grade

Police Of�cer:  I what to be a police of�cer. I will catch people in the car. I can ride in helicopters. I have a key for handcuffs. I think the guns are small. They are 
heroes. This is why I want to be a cop. Dictation by Thomas Dakota Valley 1st grade

Career Interviews
United Way Volunteer by Blaze B.
My name is Blaze and I am doing a community 
project for school.  I interviewed my mom.
Blaze: What job do you do in the community?
Mom: I volunteer for the United Way through work  
 and I volunteer as Blaze’s hockey coordinator.
Blaze: In what ways does your job contribute to the  
 community?
Mom: Any time I feel I can make a positive impact  
 in a team member’s life, I hope the positivity  
 carries over to their home life and community.
Blaze: Who relies on you in your job?
Mom: Team members.
Blaze: What type of training did you need before  
 you could do this job?
Mom: Presentation skills, computer skills, plant   
 training, sales training, and leadership   
 training.
Blaze: What skills or character traits would a person  
 who wants to do your job need to have?
Mom: You would need interpersonal skills, to be  
 approachable, have good communication  
 skills, be trustworthy, and lead by example.
Blaze: Are there any special tools or equipment  
 needed for your job?
Mom: I use computers, workbooks, and training  
 materials.
Blaze: Why did you choose this job?
Mom: I love to help people succeed both personally  
 and professionally.
Blaze: Thank you for answering my questions mom!!

Mrs. Maloney’s second grade class at Dakota Valley 
Elementary School has been hard at work learning 
about and creating their own community.  Students have 
learned that communities provide a place for people 
to meet their needs and wants by providing jobs for 
citizens.  Communities also provide citizens with a good 
quality of life by electing leaders to determine rules 

and laws and where taxpayer money will go to better the community.  The students planned and built 
their own ‘milk carton’ city that included things they felt the citizens would need and want.  They will 
be using this city to problem solve situations that arise in real cities including what to do if a park’s 
equipment is old and dangerous, if there is a natural disaster, or what to do if there is a corner that has 
many car accidents.  As a writing project, students were asked to interview a family member or friend 
to learn more about how jobs contribute to a community.  By the end of the unit, the students should 

have a strong basic knowledge of how different parts of a community work together, rely on each other, and 
provide for the needs and wants of its citizens.

Career Interviews
Pig Farmer by Drew W.
I’m Drew.  I interviewed my uncle Dan.  
He works on a pig farm.
Drew: In what ways does your job contribute to the    

community?
Dan: We provide food for the world.
Drew: Who relies on you in your job?
Dan: My boss and the other employees.
Drew: What type of training did you need before  

you could do this job?
Dan: I had on the job training.
Drew: What skills or character traits would a person 

who wants to do your job need to have?
Dan: You would need to like working with animals.
Drew: Are there any special tools or equipment 

needed for your job?
Dan: I use a computer and controllers for 

temperature.
Drew: What is something that people might not know 

about your job?
Dan: There are 12 piglets born when a mama pig 
 has a baby.

Drew: Why did you choose this job?
Dan: It is something I grew up with.
Drew: Thank you Dan!  I love you!

Career Interviews
Pharmacist by Sophia R.
Hello!  My name is Sophia and I have am doing a 
class interview project.  I interviewed my dad.  
Sophia: What job do you do in the community?
Dad: I’m a pharmacist and I give medicine to  
 people who are sick.
Sophia: In what ways does your job contribute to the  
 community?
Dad: I make people that are sick better.  I make  
 sure no one is taking the wrong medicine.
Sophia: Who relies on you in your job?
Dad: The patients at the nursing home.
Sophia: What type of training did you need before  
 you could do this job?
Dad: I had 6 years of college.  I learned about  
 lots and lots of drugs.  I had to take lots of  
 tests.
Sophia: What skills or character traits would a  
 person who wants to do your job need to  
 have?
Dad: I need to be good at math and science and  
 work well with other people.
Sophia: Are there any special tools or equipment  
 needed for your job?
Dad: I use computers, medicines, packaging for  
 dispensing medicines, and a scale.
Sophia: What is something that people might not  
 know about your job?
Dad: I’m on call 24 hours a day.
Sophia: Why did you choose this job?
Dad: Because I wanted to be like my dad.
Sophia: I love you daddy and thank you for   
 answering my questions!

FIND MORE INTERVIEWS AND WRITINGS ONLINE AT NIESIOUXLAND.COM
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Argentina stretches along the southeastern part of South America–all the way to the top of the continent. It is the eighth largest country in 
the world and the second largest in South America, after Brazil. Argentina has different regions, each with its own interesting tale.

Just off the southern tip of South America, separated 
from the mainland by the Strait of Magellan, is an 
island called Tierra del Fuego, which means “Land of 
Fire.” Shared by Chile and Argentina, Tierra del Fuego 
sits at the point where two of the world’s major oceans 
meet. It is a cold and stormy place much of the year.

Tierra del Fuego got its name from sailors aboard explorer 
Ferdinand Magellan’s ship in 1520, when they saw fires on 
the land. The fires had been lit by the local Native Americans.

Bonfires have burned some of the words right out of 
this article. Can you repair the damage by replacing 

each of the missing words?

Standards Link: Life Science: Students know 
examples of diverse life forms in different 
environments.

The Andes Mountains run along the border with Chile on the west.

The Argentine Andes mountains are home to Aconcagua, 
the tallest mountain in South America at 22,831 feet 
(6,959 m). It is also the tallest in all of the Americas – 
Mt. Whitney is 14,495 feet (4,418.1 m).

The llama, which lives high in the 
Andes, is a member of the camel 
family. The vicuña guanaco and 
alpaca are also related animals, or 
cameloids. They are all well adapted 

to life in the high Andes, with 
soft pads on their feet to protect 

them from rocky ground and 
thick shaggy coats to protect them 
from the cold. Llama and alpaca 
wool make excellent sweaters.

Nearly one-quarter of Argentina is a fertile plain called the 
pampas. Food for the people of Argentina and other countries 
is grown and raised in the pampas.

In these broad plains, one 
might come across a man 
called a gaucho.

Shading his face under 
a wide-brimmed hat, 
this man roams the 
Argentine grasslands 
caring for the cattle. 
The gaucho’s tools are 
the lasso, knife and 
boleadoras, a device made 
of leather cords and three 
stones that is thrown at the legs of 
an animal to tie it up and trip it.
Standards Link: Social Science: Students recognize similarities and differences 
in different cultures in work, dress, manners, stories, and festivals.

Draw the
other half

of this
gaucho’s

face.

Find the two 
identical alpacas.

Iguaçu
Falls

Buenos
Aires

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

BRAZIL

URUGUAY

ARGENTINA

Pampa

Tierra del
Fuego

Pa
ta

go
ni

a
A

nd
es

 M
ts

.

PARAGUAY

BOLIVIA

PACIFIC
OCEAN

CHILE

Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.

The Iguaçu River 
tumbles into a 
waterfall that is larger 
than Niagara Falls.

Can you find Iguaçu 
Falls on the map?

Which countries does 
it border?

Which ocean touches 
Argentina?
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gaucho’s

face.

Find the two 
identical alpacas.
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.

The Iguaçu River 
tumbles into a 
waterfall that is larger 
than Niagara Falls.

Can you find Iguaçu 
Falls on the map?

Which countries does 
it border?

Which ocean touches 
Argentina?

Argentina stretches along the southeastern part of South America–all the way to the top of the continent. It is the eighth largest country in 
the world and the second largest in South America, after Brazil. Argentina has different regions, each with its own interesting tale.

Just off the southern tip of South America, separated 
from the mainland by the Strait of Magellan, is an 
island called Tierra del Fuego, which means “Land of 
Fire.” Shared by Chile and Argentina, Tierra del Fuego 
sits at the point where two of the world’s major oceans 
meet. It is a cold and stormy place much of the year.

Tierra del Fuego got its name from sailors aboard explorer 
Ferdinand Magellan’s ship in 1520, when they saw fires on 
the land. The fires had been lit by the local Native Americans.

Bonfires have burned some of the words right out of 
this article. Can you repair the damage by replacing 

each of the missing words?

Standards Link: Life Science: Students know 
examples of diverse life forms in different 
environments.

The Andes Mountains run along the border with Chile on the west.

The Argentine Andes mountains are home to Aconcagua, 
the tallest mountain in South America at 22,831 feet 
(6,959 m). It is also the tallest in all of the Americas – 
Mt. Whitney is 14,495 feet (4,418.1 m).

The llama, which lives high in the 
Andes, is a member of the camel 
family. The vicuña guanaco and 
alpaca are also related animals, or 
cameloids. They are all well adapted 

to life in the high Andes, with 
soft pads on their feet to protect 

them from rocky ground and 
thick shaggy coats to protect them 
from the cold. Llama and alpaca 
wool make excellent sweaters.

Nearly one-quarter of Argentina is a fertile plain called the 
pampas. Food for the people of Argentina and other countries 
is grown and raised in the pampas.

In these broad plains, one 
might come across a man 
called a gaucho.

Shading his face under 
a wide-brimmed hat, 
this man roams the 
Argentine grasslands 
caring for the cattle. 
The gaucho’s tools are 
the lasso, knife and 
boleadoras, a device made 
of leather cords and three 
stones that is thrown at the legs of 
an animal to tie it up and trip it.
Standards Link: Social Science: Students recognize similarities and differences 
in different cultures in work, dress, manners, stories, and festivals.

Draw the
other half

of this
gaucho’s

face.

Find the two 
identical alpacas.
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The Iguaçu River 
tumbles into a 
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Falls on the map?

Which countries does 
it border?
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Argentina?

SERGEANT BLUFF - LUTON MRS. CORCORAN’S 
4TH GRADE TRAVELS AROUND THE GLOBE 

WITH POSTCARD PROJECT
Each year students in Mrs. Corcoran’s fourth grade class 
at Sgt. Bluff-Luton collect postcards from all over the United 
States. The postcards are illustrated with information about 
the states. Last year, by December, that class had all �fty.  
This year, they have close to forty. Be sure to share your interesting state postcards with the 
class!  Kudos to Mrs. Corcoran for making geography just a little more interesting….

One time I went on a vacation.  I 
went on a cruise ship and it was 
awesome!  Let me tell you about it.  I 
had to �rst drive to the airport.  We 
took a plane and it took two hours 
to get to our spot.  We stayed the 
night at a hotel and the next morning 
we rented a car to go to the beach.  
We went back to the cruise ship and 
once I saw our new room, I loved 
it!  We had a t.v. and we could see 
the pool.  We stayed on the ship for 
three fun-�lled nights.
Kaylee H.  
Sgt. Bluff-Luton  4th Grade 

If I could go anywhere in the world, I 
would go to Hawaii because I would 
learn to surf and do the hula.  At a 
dance with Maddox and Isaiah, we 
would hula.  We would also have 
a dance competition and a sur�ng 
competition.  I would bring my two 
pet cats, Sydney and Buddy.  We 
would go swimming and stay at a 
fancy hotel and then go home to our 
beloved family.
Gilbert H.   
Sgt. Bluff-Luton  4th Grade

If I could travel anywhere…I would 
travel to Mexico.  Mexico is very 
hot.  I would walk on a beach every 
day and walk around to see what 
might be in the stores.  If there was 
something neat, I would buy it.  I 
could wear my sandals, shorts and 
a short sleeved shirt….with cool 
sunglasses.  I have been to Mexico 
before, but I was a baby and I don’t 
remember what Mexico was like or 
the surroundings.
Brennen R.  
Sgt. Bluff-Luton  4th Grade

I would love to go the Arizona for 
my birthday.  I have already been 
there, but it is really hot and the best 
thing to do is swimming.  There are 
a lot of pools in Arizona.  I would 
go swimming every time.  One time I 
went hiking with my dad’s friend and 
my dad and that was the best time!
Kellen M.   
Sgt. Bluff-Luton  4th Grade
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Argentina stretches along the southeastern part of South America–all the way to the top of the continent. It is the eighth largest country in 
the world and the second largest in South America, after Brazil. Argentina has different regions, each with its own interesting tale.

Just off the southern tip of South America, separated 
from the mainland by the Strait of Magellan, is an 
island called Tierra del Fuego, which means “Land of 
Fire.” Shared by Chile and Argentina, Tierra del Fuego 
sits at the point where two of the world’s major oceans 
meet. It is a cold and stormy place much of the year.

Tierra del Fuego got its name from sailors aboard explorer 
Ferdinand Magellan’s ship in 1520, when they saw fires on 
the land. The fires had been lit by the local Native Americans.

Bonfires have burned some of the words right out of 
this article. Can you repair the damage by replacing 

each of the missing words?

Standards Link: Life Science: Students know 
examples of diverse life forms in different 
environments.

The Andes Mountains run along the border with Chile on the west.

The Argentine Andes mountains are home to Aconcagua, 
the tallest mountain in South America at 22,831 feet 
(6,959 m). It is also the tallest in all of the Americas – 
Mt. Whitney is 14,495 feet (4,418.1 m).

The llama, which lives high in the 
Andes, is a member of the camel 
family. The vicuña guanaco and 
alpaca are also related animals, or 
cameloids. They are all well adapted 

to life in the high Andes, with 
soft pads on their feet to protect 

them from rocky ground and 
thick shaggy coats to protect them 
from the cold. Llama and alpaca 
wool make excellent sweaters.

Nearly one-quarter of Argentina is a fertile plain called the 
pampas. Food for the people of Argentina and other countries 
is grown and raised in the pampas.

In these broad plains, one 
might come across a man 
called a gaucho.

Shading his face under 
a wide-brimmed hat, 
this man roams the 
Argentine grasslands 
caring for the cattle. 
The gaucho’s tools are 
the lasso, knife and 
boleadoras, a device made 
of leather cords and three 
stones that is thrown at the legs of 
an animal to tie it up and trip it.
Standards Link: Social Science: Students recognize similarities and differences 
in different cultures in work, dress, manners, stories, and festivals.

Draw the
other half

of this
gaucho’s

face.

Find the two 
identical alpacas.
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.

The Iguaçu River 
tumbles into a 
waterfall that is larger 
than Niagara Falls.

Can you find Iguaçu 
Falls on the map?

Which countries does 
it border?

Which ocean touches 
Argentina?

Festivals promote diversity, they bring neighbors into dialogue, they increase creativity, 
they offer opportunities for civic pride, they improve our general psychological well-
being.  In short, they make cities better places to live.   ~ David Binder, Journalist

Diversity is our common bond…these three feature reporters believe 
that not only is this so true, but wonder how easy life would be if we 
all believed this.  The concept of diversity encompasses acceptance 
and respect.  It means understanding that each individual is unique….
and to understand diversity, we must be in a safe and nurturing 
environment. Held each year in late March,  this year’s Faces of 

Siouxland, a multicultural festival,  demonstrated how easy it could be for neighbors to 
come together and celebrate all that is unique about each other.

Dr. Karen Mackey, Executive Director of the Sioux City Human Rights Commission and an 
enrolled member of the Santee Tribe of the Eastern Dakotas, knows �rst-hand about discrimination.  
From a young age, she learned about �ghting discrimination from her father, as he was the �rst 
Human Rights’ Commissioner in Sioux City.  Dr. Mackey said that we should all celebrate and spread 
knowledge about our diversity.

She went to East High and on to graduate from Morningside College and then received her 
Juris Doctor of Law degree from The University of Nebraska.  She has overcome dif�culties and 
discrimination to become a leader for human rights.  “When you hear people say negative things 
about different races, we should simply ignore them.”  Dr. Mackey said she believes that people are often uneducated about 
different cultures, ethnicities and differences.  The best way to �ght racism, in her words, is to be educated.

The Human Rights Commission enforces local, state and federal anti-discrimination laws.  It works to eliminate discrimination in 
our community.  Established in 1963, the board meets the �rst Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m. in City Hall.  According to the 

records, there used to be about 10-12 discrimination cases per year, and now there are more than 50 cases per year.  Dr. Mackey is determined to be a “voice 
for the people”.

One way to educate people about diversity is to host a multicultural festival.  The Faces of Siouxland is held in 
late March each year and has been part of the diversity celebration for more than 20 years.  The overall goal of 
the celebration is to celebrate the different cultures of this area and to learn from our unique differences.  It takes 
many volunteers, commitment from the staff, and a vision to bring vitality to the celebration each year. This year, the 
festival hosted a variety of dance groups, musicians, food vendors and organizations all coming together to share a 
“taste of our multicultural heritage” with the Siouxland community.  

According to Paul Fleming, Community Outreach Director with the Human Rights commission, the festival was 
a resounding success.  Among the featured groups in the festival were: The Pho Mon Buddhist Temple dancers 
performing the dragon dance and the lion dance, the Oromo Dancers from Ethiopia, The Native Youth-Standing 
Strong Native American Drummers, the Raindrop Belly Dancers from Sioux City, the Estrellas de Jalisco (Stars of 
Jalisco) dancers from the Siouxland area, the Mt. Zion Baptist Church Choir and the Slechta Singers from Okinawa.  
The Slechta Singers include Mrs. Slechta who plays the 3-string shamisen, her son, Miki and her friend, Mineko 
Diaz.  The festival demonstrated the power ofsharing the universal languages of humanity, dance and music.

The festival was held at the Long Lines Family Rec Center, but will have to be moved next year to support the 
additional crowds.  This year several thousand people joined together to learn more about the faces that are part 
of Siouxland.  The Human Rights Commission cannot secure festival funding through sponsorships as that might be 
a con�ict of interest, so the only revenue is that of the venue tables which are rented for the festival.  Currently, there 
is no admittance fee for the festival. Dr. Mackey stated, “The festival is a time for all to come together.”  The Faces 
of Siouxland represents our community’s commitment to celebrating who we are, where we have come from and 
where we are headed.

These three feature reporters left City Hall this week with a very different understanding of diversity, what it means 
and how we can change how people see each other.  We are learning to realize how similar we all are.  As one 
reporter put it, “We need to look inside each other.  We all have problems.  We all have daily lives….we need to 
all go to school and learn more.  When we focus on how we are alike, then it’s easier to live side by side, isn’t it?”  

Brianna Martinez Blessed Sacrament 7th Grade
Isabel Martinez  Blessed Sacrament 5th Grade
Chloe McClure  Lincoln Elementary 5th Grade

Masking
This year the 5th 
graders at Clark 
Elementary 
School 
completed a 
cultural masking 
project. After 
studying 
several Native 
American 
cultures in 
Social Studies, 

the students created the masks as an 
integrated Art and Social Studies project. 
The masks mean many things in different 
cultures such as, hiding from others, 
cultural festival art, and connected to 
health issues.
To make the masks we got in partnered 
groups, and took turns using paper 
mache on each other’s face! The project 
started in October and �nished in early 
December. Each student painted their 
mask as a unique and creative way 
to express him or herself. Overall, 5th 
grade enjoyed the project, and the neat 
experience!

By: Shae D. & Sydnee W.  
Clark Elementary 5th Grade

Raindrop Belly Dancers and the Diamond Dust 
Dancers from Yankton

Siouxland’s Multicultural Fair
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TEACHER APPRECIATION
Thank You!
IN THE EARLY STAGES OF WRITING, CHILDREN 
SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO FIND THEIR OWN 

WRITING VOICES, TO DISCOVER A WRITING STYLE 
THAT FITS EACH OF THEM, AND BE GIVEN TIME TO 
COMPOSE, ORGANIZE AND REFINE THEIR WRITINGS.  
THE FOLLOWING PIECES WERE WRITTEN BY FIRST 

GRADE STUDENTS FROM AKRON-WESTFIELD.  
THE STUDENTS INTERVIEWED THEIR INDIVIDUAL 

TEACHERS AND FROM THOSE NOTES, WROTE THE 
FOLLOWING FIRST DRAFTS OF AN ARTICLE FOR 

KID SCOOP NEWS.  THESE PIECES DEMONSTRATE 
HOW WELL CHILDREN CAN REVISE AND COMPOSE 

WHEN GIVEN TIME AND PURPOSE IN THEIR WRITING.  
FOR THOSE REASONS WE HAVE CHOSEN NOT TO 

EDIT THESE PIECES BUT TO CELEBRATE THE FIRST 
DRAFTS OF THESE STUDENTS AND SEND “KUDOS” 

TO TEACHERS WHO BELIEVE IN A WRITING 
WORKSHOP APPROACH TO COMPOSING.~ KID 

SCOOP NEWS NIE SIOUXLAND STAFF

My techer is Lisa W. She is 
from Ida Grove, Iowa.  She 
has tout for 22 yers.  Wen she 
was small, she liked to swim, 
she read, and rod bike, and 
played stamps.  She became 
a techer be cas she likes 
working with kids.  She want 
to college at Westmar.  Wen 
she is not in school she likes 
to read.  During the day my 
techer plans the work and 
corrects the work.  Her favorite 
part of being a techer is watch 
the kids grow up.  She does 
not like to disiplin.  She likes to 
tech kids how to read be cas 
she likes to read with her kids.  
She thinks she is prite good 
at it.  My techer thinks she 
has to know war the kids are 
and move them along to be a 
good techer.  She likes Akron-
West�eld.  She is my good 
teacher.  I like her so much and 
I want to be a teacher like her 
when I grow up!
MaKenna C.  
Akron-West�eld 1st Grade

I am going to share about 
Lisa W.  She is my �rst grade 
teacher.  She grou up in Ida 
Grove.  She liked to ride her 
bike when she was yunger.  
She liked to go to the swimming 

pool and swim and she read 
a lot.  She also played with 
stamps.  She liked being 
a life gard, so somebody 
daid she would be a good 
teacher for us.  She went to 
Westmar Coalg.  She likes 
to watch her kids in football 
games, basketball games, 
and everything after school.  
My teacher plans the day for 
us and writes the schedle for 
us.  Her favorite part of being 
a teacher is that she likes to 
watch the kids change over 
the years.  She did not like 
to disiplin the kids.  She likes 
watching kids read and get 
better.  She likes watching 
kids do math and all that.  She 
thinks that A-W is awesome!
Nathan S.  
Akron-West�eld 1st Grade

 I am in �rst grade.  My teacher 
alwas wonted to be a teater.  
She went to calleg wen she 
had three kids.  She went to 
Brier Clif Calleg.  She went 
to Hinten for hiy scool.  Her 
favrit thing to do is to wach 
kis read an see kid’s solv math 
probroms.  My teter’s name is 
Tracy F.  She theaches Akron-
West�eld.  She is nicse.  She 
like’s kids.  I read with her I olet 

miss a few word’s.  
Josie B.
Akron-West�eld 1st Grade

My teacher’s name is Tracy 
Frerichs.  She liked school as 
a kid and she likes kids.  She 
thoat it would be a fun job.  
She when’t to college in Brier 
cliff when she leaves school 
she takes a walk.  In school 
Her favorait part about school 
was watching kids learn to 
read.  Her least favorait part 
about being a teacher is doing 
ressese duty when it is cold.   
She works at Akron-wist�eld.  
Her favorate subjeck was 
watching kids learn.
Reegan M.  
Akron-West�eld 1st Grade

My teachers name is Mrs. 
Frerichs. My teacher teaches 
1st Grade. My teacher teaches 
at Akron West�eld. My teacher 
gruw up in hinten. My teacher 
likes to take walks after school. 
My teacher went to college is 
called Brier Cliff. My teacher 
likes to read storries. My 
teacher favorite thing is to 
watch kids learn to read.
My teachers least favorite is 
yelling at kids and doing recess 
dutty when it is cold.
By Kate S
Akron-West�eld 1st Grade

Ms. Jungers is my second 
grade teacher. She likes 
to teach kindergarten. Her 
favorite color is purple. She is 
28 years old. If we feel bad, 
she makes us feel better. Her 
real name is Courtney. She 
likes kids very much. She smiles 
a lot. More than everyone. 
Her favorite drink is iced tea 
or water. Her favorite food 
is hamburger. She is one of 
my favorite teachers. She is 
nice, too. Her favorite movie is 
happy or sad movies. She likes 
to read. Sometimes she makes 
mistakes. “Sometimes”. She 
is an awesome teacher. She 
always wants us to learn. She 
likes me happy. She is a perfect 
teacher. We all like her just the 
way she is.
Victoria L.
Hunt 2nd Grade

Miss Jungers is a fun teacher. 
Miss Jungers favorite color is 

purple. Miss Jungers is nice 
and funny. 
Daisy Z.

You are the best. Thank you 
for taking care of me. I like the 
snow ball �ght. I love you, Ms. 
Jungers
Enrique D.

Thank you Ms. Jungers for 
teaching me and you are a 
good teacher and for helping 
us with math and writing and 
you are a good teacher. 
Ben H. 

I smile when Ms. Jungers 
smiles. It makes me happy and 
when she looks at me, too. 
Your friend, Betsy.
Betsy H.

Dear Mrs. Nagel,
You have taught me a lot this 
year. You have been the best 
teacher every day this year! 
You have taught me math. You 
taught me reading. Thank you 
for taking me to our �eld trip. 
Thank you for teaching me how 
to write.  – Noah G. DV

Dear Mrs. Vance, 
Thank you for letting us learn 
everything. Thank you for 
letting us do learning centers. 
Thank you for letting us be 
teacher helpers. Thank you for 
being the best teacher you can 
be. From, Anica R. DV

Dear Mrs. Vance,
My teacher is fun and funny. 
My teacher lets us do some fun 
things. She lets us use iPads. 
She lets us have parties. I like 
how she gives us homework. 
Thank you for everything. – 
Luke A. DV

Mrs. Vance is the best teacher 
I ever met. Mrs. Vance is funny. 
She does nice things. I like time 
tests. I like learning 3D and 2D 
shapes.  I like movies.  Thanks. 
Christian P. DV

Dear Mrs. Long,
Thank you for taking us to the 
play named: I Think I Can. I 
loved the play. I learned so 
much about clocks. Thank you 
for teaching me clocks. You are 
the nicest teacher I ever met! 
Pauravi K. DV

Dear Mrs. Lansink,
Thank you for letting us have 

a popcorn party when we 
do good stuff and work hard 
on ourselves. Thank you for 
being my teacher. Thank you 
for teaching me time. I’m glad 
you’re my teacher. Thank 
you so much.  Thank you for 
helping me learn. You’re a 
great teacher. I’m glad that you 
do calendar with us. Thank you 
for letting us do centers. Thank 
you for letting us read books. 
Thank you for buying us all 
of these equipment and thank 
you for being a great teacher.  
Chloe Smith DV

Dear Mrs. Goeden,
You’re sweet. You’re funny. You 
taught me a lot of stuff. You’re 
fun. Thank you for being my 
teacher. Jeramiah D. DV

Dear Mrs. Goeden,
You are funny, so I like it. Thank 
you for teaching me about 
endangered animals. Thank 
you for teaching me about 
clocks. Thank you for teaching 
me about graphs. I am so so so 
very so so so smart now. Thank 
you for letting me borrow 
Addison’s locker. I will miss 
you. Brody R. DV

Dear Mrs. Nagel,
Thank you for when we have 
popcorn parties. I like when 
we play I Have, Who Has. 
You’re really nice.  I liked when 
we watched Rudolph the Red 
Nosed Reindeer.  I like when 
you give me math tests. I like 
when we do stamina. I like 
when we do �ashcards.  
-Ben B. DV

Dear Mrs. Nagel,
Thank you for giving us 
�ashcards.  Thank you for 
Words Their Way.  You are the 
best teacher I’ve ever met!  I 
like you teaching me 1st grade.  
Thank you for reading books 
to us.  Also, I learned a lot this 
year.  Thank you. Ayaan S. DV
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Jamey Bryce, a second grade teacher at Leeds elementary in Sioux City, was recently honored with the ‘Teacher 
of the Year” award. Extremely reserved and friendly, Bryce was very modest about his award. Upon being asked 
what he thought when he received the honor, he said he was very suspicious. He was aware that his fellow teachers 
at Leeds had nominated him even though he told them not to, as they did the year before, and when a ‘�eld day 
meeting’ was called for that day, he knew everything was not as it seemed. Listening to the speech by Dr. Gausman, 
he sat and listened to the description of himself. 
Obviously, Jamey is more than worthy of his award, and for many reasons, he exceeds expectations as a teacher. 
He loves doing what he does and never for a second considered any other career, wanting to teach since high 
school. When asked, he said that he’s de�nitely in it for the kids and his coworkers, seeing as the pay isn’t always 
�tting of what a teacher handles daily. Jamey worked at Hawthorne elementary long ago and when it closed, 
he was merged into Leeds elementary and has been at Leeds even after the buildings moved. Bryce says that his 
favorite subject to teach his second graders is math, because even when they come up with hard questions, they’re 

answerable, as opposed to the dif�cult questions stemming from reading and writing. 
On the subject of his students, he has a lot to say.  He says that even though he is in a wheelchair, his students never bat an eye. Though they can get 

curious, it’s more about his chair than it is him. Occasionally, they ask to push buttons and like to high-�ve the back of his chair when he goes by. The most they’ve ever 
done is form a conga line behind him, and he admits that it was pretty fun. Above all else, Jamey is so dedicated to his students. He wants his room to be the safe place 
that they can go to and know that someone cares. Though they get distracted often and have to be reminded that minecraft is not for math time, he wants his students to 
know that he cares about each and every one of them. Second graders are his favorite to teach because though they are incredibly curious, 
they are also very respectful and still want to learn. 
Throughout the course of his interview, Jamey was calm and collected, ready to answer, but two questions stumped him the most. “How do 
you want your students to remember you and your classroom?” After a long pause, he sighed and said, “Well, that’s something I’ve never 
considered.” Another long pause and he said, “I want them to remember a happy place. Maybe not what they learned, but that they did 
learn.” The other question that stumped him was somewhat similar. After being asked what his words would be to a student if he met them 
down the road-his parting remarks-he took a deep breath. He looked off and sighed, and after a drawn pause, he quietly said, “Did you 
enjoy your time? Did you have fun? What did you like?”
There are many reasons one could cite in reference to why they believe that Jamey Bryce deserves such an award, but the choice would be 
overwhelming one. His deep devotion to his students, or perhaps his dedication to making an environment where he knows they will �ourish 
would be reasons it’s no secret that he likes being a fun teacher, too. If not for any other reason, than purely for the fact that his level of 
dedication to his students, coworkers, and profession is so incredible. 
Vanessa P.  East High School  10th Grade

JAMEY BRYCE, TEACHER OF THE YEAR

Teachers who love 
teaching…teach children 
to love learning (unknown)
Hinton 3rd grade feature 
reporters from Mrs. Olson’s 
class enjoy her enthusiasm 
and how she makes learning 
fun.  She doesn’t say “do this…
do that” in a tone that implies 
“you must”, but she models 
and explains new materials.  
She is very patient as students 
learn a new idea.  She is 
understanding and just plain 
amazing!
Mrs. Olson grew up in Marcus, 
Iowa.  She loved to swim, be 
outside and be with friends 
and family. She enjoys sports 
and really enjoyed volleyball, 
basketball and softball…what a 
winner!  She was a swim coach 
and believes this helped her 
to understand how to be part 
of a team.  “Sports teach you 
to work as a team member…
and because of swimming; I 
decided to become a teacher.”
Mrs. Olson graduated from the 
University of Dubuque with a 

degree in elementary education 
with a reading endorsement.  
She student taught at a second 
grade classroom in Dubuque 
and decided she loved the 2nd 
and 3rd grade classrooms.  
She loves how her third grade 
students are so enthusiastic 
about learning and how 
challenging the curriculum 
materials can be.  During a 
busy school day, Mrs. Olson 
can be found teaching lessons, 
grading papers, helping 
students with homework, 
having recess duty and meeting 
with other teachers.
She absolutely loves working 
with children and watching 
how they grow each year.  
She wishes there weren’t so 
many meetings each week as 
she would rather spend her 
time with the students, but she 
understands why it is important 
to attend the meetings and 
visit with other teachers.  Her 
favorite subject is math….who 
knew she loved multiplication 
and division.  She says it is so 
important to be creative and 

challenging as the curriculum is 
much more demanding than in 
years past.

She believes it is her job to 
make sure all the students learn 
and grow and have a positive 
experience with her during the 
year.  She loves her third grade 
students and loves how excited 
they are to learn.  Mrs. Olson 
is really a teacher who “shows 
us where to look…but doesn’t 
tell us what to see!”
Bria G.  Avery B.   Sara S. 
Hinton Elementary  3rd Grade

“A teacher is one who 
takes a hand…opens a 
mind…touches a heart…
and shapes the future…
”(unknown)
Mrs. Ortegren, a third grade 
teacher from Hinton, was 
recently interviewed by three 
feature reporters from her 
class.  Mrs. Ortegren, as 
they decided, is kind and 
well…”pretty darn awesome”.  
She has taught at Hinton for 7 
years in both the second and 

third grades.
Mrs. Ortegren really enjoys 
her third grade students 
because the curriculum is 
challenging and has changed 
a great deal in the past few 
years.  She loves teaching 
because she has always loved 
school and she enjoys her 
students every day.
She grew up in NW Iowa 
in the small town of Doon.  
She graduated from Central 
Lyon High School.  She has 
two older brothers and is the 
youngest and only girl.  As a 
young child she loved to play 
outside and was destined to 
be a teacher as she spent a 
great deal of time reading, 
creating craft items and 
playing school.  She believes 
that art is very important in 
school because everything 
has rhythm and patterns.  
These reporters hadn’t thought 
about learning that way.
She graduated from 
Morningside College with 
a degree in elementary 
education and a reading 

endorsement. She loves to 
watch her students learn and 
succeed in school.  “I wish 
I had more time in the day 
and some freedom to do a 
few more special things with 
the students.  The curriculum 
is so demanding that there is 
little time for some �exibility.”  
She tells the students that 
they “click” when it comes to 
reading.  In 3rd grade, all of 
the instruction and practice 
comes together….and students 
love to read books.  She gets 
to see this every year.
While the curriculum has 
changed, the class sizes are 
larger and technology is 
demanding, she believes that 
all children can learn.  “One 
just has to �nd a way for 
every child to succeed in and 
out of school.”  Mrs. Ortegren 
really teaches to inspire….
not just tells her students….or 
explains….or demonstrates…
she inspires.  
Molly M.     Alyssia W.    
Sayler J.    Kadence P.    
Ian H.     Jacob 

Vanessa P, East High 10th Grade with Jamey Bryce
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Dear Mrs. Lansink,
Thank you for teaching me how 
to tell time on an analog clock 
and digital clock. Thank you 
for letting us play the iPads.  
Thank you for helping us do 
math problems. Thank you for 
being the best teacher in the 
whole world. Thank you for 
buying some of the equipment. 
–Chaley P. DV

Dear Mrs. Vance,
Thank you for letting us learn 
math. Thank you for the gifts 
that you bring. Thank you for 
letting us learn. Thank you for 
being the best teacher you can 
be. –Jennaca G. DV

Dear Mrs. Lansink,
I loved it when you set up 
the Easter egg hunt, and I 
loved it when you gave us 
the newspapers with Kid 
Scoop something. On the one 
hundredth day of school, I 
loved it when you let us make 
the candy stew. It was so 
good.  I liked it when you let 
us do timed tests, addition and 
subtraction.  You are the best 
teacher ever! From, Anderson 
P. DV

Dear Mrs. Long,
I like when we play Mrs. Long 
Says and when we had an 
ice cream party.  I like doing 
adding. I learned the thirty 
in time. I liked when we did 
gingerbread houses.  I like 
when we had an Easter egg 
hunt. I like when we work on 
our journals. I like when we 
did the penguin books! I love 
the book named The Twits that 
you are reading us.  I liked �rst 
grade, and I will miss you next 
year. You are the best teacher 
ever and you are awesome! 
From, Cooper B. DV

Dear Mrs. Goeden,
You are the best 1st grade 
teacher and this is why: You 
let us do an Easter egg hunt. 
I loved centers. Thank you for 
all that you taught me.  Thank 
you because I will need that for 
the future! Thank you for giving 
us holiday parties! Thanks for 
letting us have extra recess. I 
love you for being a teacher. 
You’re the best! Thank you for 
letting us go to the play called: 

I Think I Can. Thank you, Mrs. 
Goeden.  –Addison S. DV

Dear Mrs. Lansink,
Thank you for teaching us 
math problems.  Thank you for 
helping us make gingerbread 
houses. Thank you for letting 
us have holiday parties.  Thank 
you for teaching us time. – 
Cohen H. DV

Dear Mrs. Long,
Thank you for letting us not 
write in our journals in the 
morning. Thanks for letting 
us do iPads. Thank you for 
reading The Twits, it was a very 
good book to read. Thank you 
for teaching us time. Thank you 
for having us do a research 
paper. Thank you for the 
Christmas presents you gave 
us. Thank you for not having 
us be on the wall that one time 
we were talking. Thank you for 
reading to us. –Mia R. DV

Dear Mrs. Lansink,
Thank you for all the parties, 
and thank you for telling us 
how to do time.  I like how 
you are nice and awesome. I 
love that you like to teach us. 
I like that you let us play on 
ipads and that you let us do 
fun centers. My favorite thing 
is that you’re my teacher. I like 
that we do time tests. Also, that 
you let us play fun games at 
recess. –Avery M. DV

Dear Mrs. Nagel,
Thanks for doing centers.  
Thanks for 3D and 2D shapes. 
Thanks for doing movies. 
Thanks for doing iPads. Thanks 
for recess. Thanks for math. 
Thanks for everything! 
–William N. DV

Teachers are so cool.  I would 
want to be a teacher.  I think 
that they are nice.  They’re so 
funny that I lose my breath.  
They give cool prizes.  I like so 
much that they’re awesome.  I 
want to be a teacher.   
Nathan J. Kluckhohn 
LeMars 4th Grade

Teachers are very helpful.  They 
do great things.  There are nice 
teachers, fun teachers, and silly 
teachers, but when it comes 
down to serious stuff they get 
serious.  They love helping 

you.  Some let you have free 
time if you get your work done.  
That’s what I think of teachers.   
Kaden M. Kluckhohn 
LeMars 4th Grade

A good teacher will teach you, 
and help with almost anything.  
They can make you laugh and 
show you funny things.  What 
they do is teach, help, and 
they know almost anything.  I’m 
glad they answer you.  Also 
they point you in any way 
you need.  When I get older I 
might consider being a teacher.    
Emma B.    Kluckhohn 

I think teachers are helpful.  
Teachers are more than just 
people who stand at the front 
of the room and talk.  We 
should be more thankful that 
we have teachers, because 
without them kids wouldn’t get 
good educations.  So maybe 
some kids don’t enjoy teachers, 
but I think we need them.    
Madison O. Kluckhohn  
LeMars 4th Grade

Teacher appreciation week 
is coming up and I think I 
have the best teacher of all 
time!  Her name is Mrs. Bork.  
Right when I saw her, I knew 
I wanted her as a teacher.  I 
have had such a good year 
with her.  We had a lot of 
special times.  The most 
memorable thing was all our 
parties we had like Christmas, 
Halloween, and Valentine’s 
Day.  I can’t believe our year is 
coming to an end.  The good 
thing is though, we might still 
get to see each other in the 
hall.  I will always remember all 
the fun times we had.
Kayla H.  
Sgt.Bluff-Luton 4th Grade

Special Student 
Thoughts for Paula 
Roder, Third Grade 
Teacher at Lawton-
Bronson

My teacher is best because 
she lets us do cool science 
experiments.  Jaysee and Gavin

My teacher is funny because she 
makes really good jokes. Devon, 
Nathan, and Hattie

My teacher is best because she 

helps me to learn. Dylan

My teacher is the best because 
she has the BEST books. Tucker

My teacher is the best because 
she tells us what to do and what 
not to do so we don’t get it 
wrong. Madison

My teacher is special because 
she is so funny! Rylee

My teacher is special because 
she protects us and she helps us 
get smart, strong and ready for 
life! Kiara

My teacher is special because I 
am going to miss her room and 
stuff…and she likes to teach kids 
like me. Kellen

My teacher really like to teach 
the rock unit in Science and she 
is always nice. Caleb

My teachers always says to do 
your best….I will miss everything 
in this class. Katie

My teacher is awesome and 
she is very nice…did I say 
awesome? Tanner

My teacher does a lot of crafts 
and she helps us with us when 
we don’t get a problem.
Claire

My teacher teaches me and 
helps me out.  She makes me 
laugh. Marissa

My teacher is very nice to me 
and sometimes gives us candy.  
She teaches new stuff like 
problem solving. Logan
My teacher lets us play games 
and she teaches us cursive. 
Anthony

My teacher will help you if you 
don’t understand something.  
She is not too serious.  Kinnick

My favorite memory of being in 
my teacher’s class this year is the 
fun we have together..she lets us 
do fun stuff. Kylie

I would like to tell my teacher 
thank you for being there for 
us…you say stuff that is funny.  
Zoe

What Makes A Teacher 
Great - Clark 5th Grade
I like teachers who are silly, 
quirky, and kind.  Someone.. 
who lets me do what I want at 

times. She still is strict without 
being mean and funny. So 
please Mrs. Beaver don’t die.  
-Mara

A great teacher is very polite, 
and very nice. (Like Mrs. Beaver 
& Ms. Andrews)  -Selma

A thing I like about my teacher, 
Mrs. Beaver, is that when we’re 
good we get a penny, then at 
the end of the week we do Fun 
Friday. We can buy stuff with 
our pennies like root beer barrel 
candy which is like 2 cents. 
Also, she gives good instructions 
or she explains them well.  
-Brecken

I really love a teacher that lets us 
talk at free time and lets us go 
out to recess early, sometimes. 
-Alexis

I like teachers who are funny, 
sweet, can be serious at the right 
time, tell stories/things that have 
happened to them, have reward 
systems. I like  Mrs. Beaver 
because she did everything I 
listed!  -Tennaiah

What I think makes a good 
teacher is being open to their 
students. I want the complete 
truth with teachers and I want 
to know about things they do 
outside of school.  -Shae

My favorite teacher was Mrs. 
Thompson because she always 
made me laugh and she is 
nice to everyone. Last year she 
pranked my class.  -Jace

The thing I like about my teacher 
Mrs. Beaver is that she is funny 
sometimes.
-Jack

Nice, generous, thankful, 
understands, has experience, 
younger, kind, giving, does 
cartwheels, sometimes funny, 
caring, quirky, helpful, cool, 
healthy, smart, and awesome! 
-Maya

A good teacher does not yell 
and is not mean. Fun learning 
starts with a teacher who is a 
little silly but knows when to 
get back to work. My favorite 
teachers are Mrs. Beaver and 
Mrs. Sitzman. They are my 
favorite because they made 
my least favorite subjects fun. 
-Casey
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Famous words from these two feature reporters’ teacher.  Mrs. Irwin is a �fth grade 
teacher at Hunt Elementary School in Sioux City.  She has taught for more than 20 
years and the last 12 years have been at Hunt.  Mrs. Irwin is a serious teacher and 
her statement shows that she cares about her students and wants them to learn.

Mrs. Irwin was born and raised in Sioux City.  She attended Crescent Park 
Elementary, North Junior High, and West High School.  When she was young, she 
pretended to be a teacher and created a make believe classroom.  She got extra 
papers from her teacher to use for her make believe class.  She lined up her stuffed 
animals to practice the art of teaching.  This helped her to do well in school and it 
didn’t hurt that she got a chocolate malt every Friday when she helped Mrs. Lego 
with her special education classroom at Crescent Park.

When she was young, she loved working and visiting with everyone, especially 
older people.  She had been told, at one time, that she was too young to work 
with the elderly.  She was very persistent (and a little stubborn) and kept calling 
the elderly couple to convince them that she would do a wonderful job by taking 
care of them. Finally they hired her and she worked for them for 2 years.  She was 
called “Smiley” by neighbors, family and friends because she smiled all the time.  
She gained con�dence and resilience working with the elderly.

It has been said that interesting people have interesting 
hobbies and that those hobbies can actually lead to 
opportunities for creative and ful�lling jobs.  Mrs. Irwin 

liked to bowl as a child and roller skate.  She learned to be at ease visiting with 
other students while she played.  She believes that all of the activities she did in her 
early school years and college helped her to develop leadership skills and those 
skills have always been important in both her teaching and business careers.  

Being a teacher is no easy task according to Mrs. Irwin.  Teaching is fast-paced 
and the curriculum can be overwhelming.  There are many expectations for 
a teacher and a teacher is constantly learning new things.  She often has to 
deal with behavioral issues and encourages her students to solve problems and 
make decisions that are smart.  She enjoys being involved with her students and 
challenges them to do their very best.  She teaches them to make connections 
in their learning, not only to other subjects but to what happens in real life.  She 
believes that this helps the students to remember and understand the materials.

She believes that education should be a priority in America.  She wants the 
basics to always be important and that children learn to respect each other and 
themselves.  She wants her students to receive a quality education that will allow 
them to further their education and job possibilities.  She wants them to do well and 
become the citizens she knows they can be.
Janella B. and Yemane K. Hunt Elementary 5th Grade

Our teacher, Mrs. Hedlund, grew up in Butte, Nebraska on a farm.  As a child, she 
liked to play outside with her sister and she loved to read.  When she was young, 
along with reading, she enjoyed writing and drawing.  She still gets to do this as a 
fourth grade teacher!  Mrs. Hedlund has always enjoyed school and being around 
students.

After graduating from high school, she went to the University of South Dakota and 
earned a B.S. degree in Elementary Education.  She taught school in Minot, ND, 
Butte and Winnebago, NE and at Akron-West�eld in Akron, Iowa.  As a teacher, 
she checks papers, plans lessons, prepares materials for her students, and has 
additional duties such as recess and lunch.  Her favorite part of being a teacher is 
getting to work with students every day.  Each day, she believes, is different and 
inspiring.  Her least favorite part of being a teacher is that there are not enough 
hours in the day to �nish all the work and to help the students.

She enjoys teaching math because you can teach many strategies for solving 
problems and fact �uency through games.  She also likes to read to her students. 
(Reading outloud to children is one of the most important things anyone can do 
to help with reading skills.) In her free time, Mrs. Hedlund watches her children’s 
activities, takes care of her family, plays with her dog, Buster, and likes to jog.  By: 
Natalie Olson and Emily Kinney

Our teacher, Mrs. Tina Wilken, grew up on a farm in Lake Preston, South Dakota.  As 
a child, she always liked to play school.  As she got older, she enjoyed babysitting, 
playing sports, playing the piano, and being involved in 4-H which helped her prepare 
for her future in teaching.  At a young age, Mrs. Wilken always enjoyed working with 
kids of all ages and knew that she wanted to be a teacher.  She attended Dakota State 
University in Madison, South Dakota, and received her teaching degree.  Her �rst 
teaching job was teaching 6th grade at Bonesteel-Fairfax, South Dakota.  Since then, 
she has been teaching 4th grade at Akron-West�eld.

In her free time, Mrs. Wilken enjoys attending her two children’s activities, walking and 
jogging, going to the pool in the summer, and gol�ng even though she says she isn’t 
very good.

When we asked her what her favorite part of being a teacher is, she said, “I like that 
every day is new and exciting.  I enjoy helping kids learn new concepts and trying to 
�nd new ways to help them better understand what we are learning.”   Her favorite 
subject to teach is Math.  She likes to see all of the different strategies that her students 
use to solve problems.  She also likes to use games to reinforce the math concepts we 
are learning.  The end of the school year is her favorite part of the year as the students 
get to showcase their learning at their Wax Museum and State Fair events.   Our 
teacher is busy all of the time.  She plans and teaches lessons that make learning easy 
for us, and she corrects our papers every day.  She also gets to go out to recess duty. 
By:  Katie J. and Tamara D.

Our Fantastic Fourth Grade Friends and Teachers at Akron-Westfield, Mrs. Hedlund and Mrs. Wilken

Ladies and Gentlemen, just try your best….that is how you will reach your goals…

What makes a teacher great: 
Mrs. Beaver she cares for us, 
she tells funny jokes, she is 
awesome. -Angela

What makes a great teacher is 
the connections you make with 
them. -Jacob

She or he is smart…is fun and 
strict that is what I want in a 
teacher. -Lily 

A good teacher is patient and 
all of my teachers were. Another 
thing that good teachers do is 
understand, they don’t jump 

to conclusions. My favorite 
moment in school was when 
my 2nd grade teacher let us 
pick our partners just because I 
personally love making my own 
decision.  -Raven

What I appreciate about a 
good teacher is that she is nice, 
understanding, easy, fun, and 
smart (like every teacher). One 
should be like Mrs. Beaver who 
also cares about us both in school 
and out of school.  -Ian

A good teacher is someone who is 

funny but strict at 
times.
-Jacquelyn

What makes a great teacher is 
being nice, not yelling, smart, 
helping, and doing what’s right. 
-Albert

What I like in a teacher is when 
they’re kind, quirky, and tell 
stories about their life. -Isaiah

Teacher should always have 
a time to let us read! They 
should always make sure we 
understand the topic! -Taylor

What makes a great teacher …

an apple 
and a good 
behavior and 
she will be the best. -Colin

I like Mrs. Beaver because she is 
such a fun teacher. She always 
makes jokes! And she is so 
awesome. What makes a great 
teacher is you have to have a 
little fun.  -Amairani

Teacher Appreciation Week is 
the best!  I love it and wish I was 
a teacher so I could get stuff 
like �owers and candy from my 
students.  (But, then when I went 
home I might camp out and 

get a little heavy.)  After doing 
that for a week, I would get 
older and be a grandma.
Grace W. 
Sgt. Bluff-Luton 4th Grade

Teachers are so very important.  
They change our lives.  We need 
to be grateful to them and have 
a teacher appreciation day.  
They also change our future.  
If there were no teachers, we 
would not have people to help 
us learn.  That is why we have 
teachers.   Lillie Z. 
Sgt. Bluff-Luton 4th Grade
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    ats have been 
\      pets for people
     for thousands of 
years. They were taken in to 
help keep mice and snakes 
out of homes, farms and 
businesses.

Cats also appear in all kinds 
of stories, from fairy tales 
      to legends to comic 
               strips.

Egyptians considered cats 
to be sacred, which is why 
they mummified and 
buried them in tombs. 
They would honor a god 
by portraying it with a 
cat’s head.

The Egyptian goddess 
Bast was shown with the 
head of a cat. Bast is the 
Egyptian goddess of 
sunrise and the protector of 
cats, women and children.

AB
C

D
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G
H

I

J
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Q

R
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T

Connect the dots 
in alphabetical 
order to draw 
Bast.
Standards Link: 
Reading 
Comprehension: Follow 
simple written directions.

Just like fingerprints, this 
part of a cat’s body has a 
pattern of ridges that is 

unique to that cat.

Find the 
two 

identical 
cats.

Unscramble the word 
to find the answer.

Standards Link: Estimation: Students estimate quantities in real-world situations.

Guess which number at left goes with each fact. 
Then use the code to check your guess.

The number of years 
ago that we believe 

cats were first 
domesticated.

The approximate 
number of dollars 

spent each year in the 
U.S. for kitty litter.

The approximate 
number of kittens 
born in the U.S. 

each day.

The number of 
muscles in each 

ear of a cat.

MILLION

=
=
=

=
=
=

=
=
=
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Each year, fourth grade students at Akron-West�eld are required to write opinion pieces for the writing standard 4.1.  After reading the book, Cats vs. Dogs 
by Elizabeth Carney, students created a persuasive map to support their reasons for choosing a cat or a dog as a pet.  In a shared writing activity, students 
wrote an opinion piece with an introduction, supporting reasons, examples, and a conclusion.  Integrating a shared reading experience with a shared 
writing experience increases the likelihood that the students will be able to continue writing opinion and persuasive pieces on their own…and have fun 
doing this!  The following are a few examples of the shared writing pieces and drawings that accompanied the writing.  Additional essays and drawings 
can be found at the NIESiouxland website.  Enjoy!

Cats are the best pets for children.  They 
give love to humans, are easy of take care 
of, and they sleep more.

The �rst reason to own a cat is because 
they give love to people.  They cuddle 
up to people.  Also, they make a purring 
sound when they are petted.

The next reason to have a cat is that they 
are easy to take care of.  Cats use litter 
boxes while dogs need to be let outside.  
Dogs need haircuts, but cats don’t need a 
haircut.

The �nal reason to own a cat is that 
they sleep more in the day.  Cats sleep 
18 hours a day…so they don’t bother us 
while we eat.  

Overall, these are the reasons you should 
own a cat.
Braden H. and Sarah T.  
Akron-West�eld 4th Grade

Dogs are as precious as diamonds.  
Dogs are that precious because they 
can use their nose to help people, 
show their feelings with their tails, and 
are playful and cuddly.

The �rst reason dogs are precious is 
that dogs can help people with their 
noses.  Like some breeds can sniff out 
mold, insects, and drugs.  They can 
also help some people who are blind. 
Another reason to own a dog is that it 
is easy to tell their feelings by looking 
at their tails.  For instance, a happy 
dog wags its tail side to side and a 
scared dog puts its tail between its 
legs. 
Also, dogs are playful and cuddly.  
You can play and cuddle with them 
whenever you want.  Dogs are �uffy 
and cuddly because of their fur.  They 
are also playful because they play 
games like fetch and tug-o-war. 
In conclusion you should get a dog 
because happiness is a warm puppy.
Kennedy M. and Natalie O. 
Akron-West�eld 4th Grade

Woof!  Woof!  That is the sound of the 
best pet ever.  There are three main 
reasons why dogs are the best pets.
First of all, dogs are more active than 
cats.  Some dogs can work all day 
long.  Cats sleep up to 18 hours a 
day while dogs only sleep 12 hours.  
Dogs get people to exercise and to go 
outside for fresh air.  Some dogs are 
even trained to do speci�c jobs like 
pull a sled, lead a blind person, or 
search for criminals.
The second reason is that dogs can 
smell really well.  Dogs can sniff out 
mold, insects, and even cancer.  Dogs 
have 220 million scent cells which is 
twice as many as cats.  A dog’s nose 
really knows!
Finally, dogs are able to communicate 
better than cats.  Dogs have a wide 
range of sounds to say what is on 
their minds.  Dogs yip when they want 
attention.  Dogs howl when they are 
lonely or want to see their owner.  
When a dog is happy, it will wag its 
tail.
You should really get a dog because 
of these three reasons.  Dogs are more 
active, dogs can smell really well, and 
dogs are able to communicate better 
than cats. 
Michael S. and Aracely  
Akron-West�eld 4th Grade

Cats are the purr-fect pets!  We have 
three great reasons why you would 
want to have a cat.  They usually 
only eat one type of food, they like to 
cuddle, and they have great hearing.
First of all, if you have mice in your 
house, you should get a cat.  They 
have the best hearing.  Cats can 
hear sounds at 60,000 hertz which 
is 20,000 more than their enemy, 
the dog.  A cat could hear a mouse 
skittering across the �oor when a 
person or a dog cannot.
Secondly, cats are pickier eaters.  They 
usually only eat one kind of food 
which makes shopping or cooking for 
them very easy.  Cats can also hunt for 
their own food so they get what they 
want to eat.
Finally, cats are great cuddlers.  They 
are a lot less active than dogs.  They 
like to be cuddled by their favorite 
humans.  They �t nicely onto most 
laps.  Cats like to sleep for over 18 
hours a day, which is perfect if you 
want a quiet pet or want to get in a 
nap for yourself.
As you can see, cats make great pets 
because they have the best hearing, 
you don’t have to buy them a wide 
variety of food, and they make great 
cuddlers if you want a little quiet time.
Mara Z. and Tamara D.  
Akron-West�eld 4th Grade

Animal Pictures by Akron-Westfield 4th Grade Students

Skye S.  
Akron-
West�eld 
4th Grade

Lauryn S. & Ciara B. Riley B. Sophie M. Alaina W. Jacob M. 

Audrey L. Colby M. Michael V. Lakin H. Kennedy M. 
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    ats have been 
\      pets for people
     for thousands of 
years. They were taken in to 
help keep mice and snakes 
out of homes, farms and 
businesses.

Cats also appear in all kinds 
of stories, from fairy tales 
      to legends to comic 
               strips.

Egyptians considered cats 
to be sacred, which is why 
they mummified and 
buried them in tombs. 
They would honor a god 
by portraying it with a 
cat’s head.

The Egyptian goddess 
Bast was shown with the 
head of a cat. Bast is the 
Egyptian goddess of 
sunrise and the protector of 
cats, women and children.

AB
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Connect the dots 
in alphabetical 
order to draw 
Bast.
Standards Link: 
Reading 
Comprehension: Follow 
simple written directions.

Just like fingerprints, this 
part of a cat’s body has a 
pattern of ridges that is 

unique to that cat.

Find the 
two 

identical 
cats.

Unscramble the word 
to find the answer.

Standards Link: Estimation: Students estimate quantities in real-world situations.

Guess which number at left goes with each fact. 
Then use the code to check your guess.

The number of years 
ago that we believe 

cats were first 
domesticated.

The approximate 
number of dollars 

spent each year in the 
U.S. for kitty litter.

The approximate 
number of kittens 
born in the U.S. 

each day.

The number of 
muscles in each 

ear of a cat.

MILLION

=
=
=

=
=
=

=
=
=

Animal Thoughts by 
Dakota Valley First Grade 
Mrs. Bernard’s Class

My dog’s name is Bella.  My dog 
is medium sized.  My dog has 
a medium tail.  My dog’s fur is 
black.  I help to take care of my 
dog.  He has really sharp teeth.  
My dog is a girl.  Aubrey H.

I have a dog named Sadie.  I 
used to ride on her.  She snores 
really loud.  I like to wrestle with 
her.  She tries to play soccer 
with me.  At the old house, 
she chased rabbits.  Once she 
caught one and dropped it off at 
my door.  She is a nice dog. 
Cooper B.

I like cats because they like me 
and cuddle with me at night.  I 
like puppies because they are 
cool.  I wish I had a cat.  I wish I 
had a puppy.  I would play with 
my cat. Chase D.

My dog is soft and nice.  My 
dog’s name is Hunter.  Hunter 
is weird.  He is crazy.  Hunter 
thinks he is so big, bad, and 
tough.  He thinks he is the boss.  
My dog is a chocolate lab.  
Bailee T.

I have a cat.  When she gets 
scared, her tail gets big.  She 
has big yellow eyes.  She’s 
young.  Her �uffy fur is black.  
She has small, clean teeth and a 
wet, pink tongue.  She runs fast.  
Max K.

My cats are named Spooky, 
Princess, Steve, and Leo.  Leo is 
the dad.  There are four babies.  
They have long, long tails.  They 
have short ears.  They are soft. 
Julianna F.

My pet cat, Silver, likes water.  
He goes swimming in our pool.  
He even likes going in the sink.  
The cat and the dog like each 
other.  My dog, Odie, is really 
wild.  My cat is lazy.  Ansel V.

I had a hamster.  He died when 
I was 5.  I had a hamster before 
that one.  He died when I was 
4.  He was white.  His name 
was Cupcake.  The one that 
died when I was 5 was named 
Cinnamon-Cocoa.  He was 
brown and white.  I fed them 
hamster food.  Cupcake bit. 
Patience V.

We had a dog named Bow, but 
she died before I was born.  My 
second dog was named Karma, 
and she was alive when I was 
alive.  My third dog is still alive 
and licks me a lot.  Annie B.

Maggie is black.  She died at the 
age of 10.  She does not bother 
the doorbell.  She is fast and 
slow.  Maggie likes to swim.  She 
is lazy.  She is old. She likes dog 
food and French fries.  Owen

I wish I had a pet chinchilla and 
a shark.  The chinchilla’s name 
would be Alex.  The shark’s 
name is going to be Ryan.  They 
like milk.  Will S.

My rabbit is curly.  He oinks 
when he is mad.  He sleeps 
when we pet him softly.  His 
name is JBJ.  He loves to hop.  
He hides everywhere.  He is 
�uffy.   Bennett J.

I had two pets at home and one 
was named Nemo and the other 
was named Bubbles.  At the old 
house my cat, Belle, would jump 
in the bathtub.  I have a dog 
named Lassie.  Bailey L.

My pet is a cat.  He is black.  He 
is very soft.  He likes to meow.  
He is old. His tail is long.  Nate

My cat is white and �uffy.  My 
cat’s name is Boo.  One time my 
cat was sleeping, and he didn’t 
know he was moving and he 
�ew off the bed!  I love my cat.  
He is a really good cat.  
Jaxon T.

I have a dog named Sadie.  
She has a �uffy tail.  She has a 
cold nose.  She is a yellow lab.  
She does a little dance so that 
we know she has to pee.  Her 
eyes are brown. I love my dog. 
Madeline

I have 21 �uffy kittens.  They 
are short and cute kittens.  They 
don’t have names.  They have 
closed eyes.  They live in a small 
and messy room.  They are 
hyper kittens.  Kobby A.

When my cats are scared they 
meow.  When my sister was not 
born, I had two cats.  They were 

crazy.  They were �uffy.  They 
got sick and died at the vet.  
One went up a tree.  Julia O.

I love my dogs and cat.  They 
like to go in the car with me.  
They love dog food.  They are 
not lazy.  They are young.  My 
cat is gray.  I have a black dog 
and a white dog.  Avery F.

I love my dogs so much.  My 
little puppy has a white chest 
and he is brown.  Two of them 
are big.  One of them is small.  
One that is little is named Diesel..
then Sadie and Rigley.  
 Keenan K.

My �sh’s name is Elle.  She is �ve 
years old.  She is orange.  I have 
another �sh named Lisa.  She 
is seven years old.  She is blue 
and they live in the same tank.  
Maggie C.

My pet is a bunny.  Its name is 
Roger and I want an alligator.  
My alligator’s name would be 
Rhombus.  I love pets.  They are 
awesome.  Kaleb S.

I wish I had a white dog.  I wish 
it was a little dog.  I wish I had 
a dog.  I want to feed it with my 
brother.  I want to wash my dog.  
I wish it was a boy.  Tyra Y.

I rode my dog.  My dog had a 
…well, a drink for grown ups…
My dog died.  My dog was big 
and  I fed my dog.  Jack J.

I wish I had a dog.  I want it to 
be white.  I will feed it and give 

it water and wash it.  Its name 
will be Waf�es.  I wish it had 
blue eyes.  Bria P.

My favorite cat is the cheetah.  
My dad likes the cheetah, too.  
The cheetah can run up to 70 
miles per hour!  It’s a very fast 
cat.  It’s the fastest land animal 
on earth!  Cheetahs eat meat like 
antelopes and deer.  They talk to 
each other by chirping.
Hayden G. 
Sgt. Bluff-Luton 4th Grade

Cats are my second favorite 
animal.  They are so cute and 
fuzzy.  Cats do funny things like 
jumping on high places and they 
love to play.  If you don’t like to 
play a lot, then the cat is not the 
pet for you.  Cats come in many 
colors and designs…that is all 
about cats!
Ema C.  
Sgt. Bluff-Luton 4th Grade

Cats are loving pets.  You can 
play with them and snuggle 
them!  Playing and snuggling 
with them can cheer you up.  
Some people even walk their 
cats.  I think that would be fun!  
If you have a dog, you could do 
the same, but it is stuff like this I 
would do with cats!
Karlie U. 
Sgt. Bluff-Luton 4th Grade

Cats are nice and gentle 
animals.  If you are nice to 
them, they are nice to you.  
Cats do not like dogs and dogs 
do not like cats.  Cats have 
requirements.  First, you need 
cat food.  Second, you need a 
litter box.  Third, you need to 
show your cat that you love him 
by petting him.  If you make a 
cat angry, watch out…he might 
scratch you!
Anthony E. 
Sgt. Bluff-Luton 4th Grade

Cats are awesome!  I know 
because I have a cat.  He has 
black and gray stripes.  It is fun 
to look into a cat’s eye and the 
black thing in the middle will 
change size.  It is funny to watch 
if you have a red laser and you 
shine it on the ground.  The cat 
will run after it . They are so 
�exible, too.  Those are reasons 
I like cats!
Scout S. 
Sgt. Bluff-Luton 4th Grade

    ats have been 
\      pets for people
     for thousands of 
years. They were taken in to 
help keep mice and snakes 
out of homes, farms and 
businesses.

Cats also appear in all kinds 
of stories, from fairy tales 
      to legends to comic 
               strips.

Egyptians considered cats 
to be sacred, which is why 
they mummified and 
buried them in tombs. 
They would honor a god 
by portraying it with a 
cat’s head.

The Egyptian goddess 
Bast was shown with the 
head of a cat. Bast is the 
Egyptian goddess of 
sunrise and the protector of 
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in alphabetical 
order to draw 
Bast.
Standards Link: 
Reading 
Comprehension: Follow 
simple written directions.

Just like fingerprints, this 
part of a cat’s body has a 
pattern of ridges that is 

unique to that cat.

Find the 
two 

identical 
cats.

Unscramble the word 
to find the answer.

Standards Link: Estimation: Students estimate quantities in real-world situations.

Guess which number at left goes with each fact. 
Then use the code to check your guess.

The number of years 
ago that we believe 

cats were first 
domesticated.

The approximate 
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spent each year in the 
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You wouldn’t 
eat 22 packs of 
sugar. Why are 

you drinking 
them? 

Drinking even 
one sugary 
drink a day 
may lead to 
obesity and 

diabetes.
County of Sonoma

Department of Health Services

Drink unsweetened tap, bottled, 
or sparkling water, unsweetened 
low-fat milk or tea, or 100% fruit 
juice in limited amounts*.

Flavor plain or sparkling water by adding 
slices of lemon, lime, cucumber, orange, 

watermelon or even a splash of juice.

Carry a water 
bottle with 

you and re�ll 
it throughout 

the day.

*Depending on 
age, children can 
drink ½ to 1 cup, 
and adults up to 
1 cup of 100% 
fruit juice.

      ugary drinks are drinks that contain added sugars or sweeteners. Sugary drinks include 
       soda and other carbonated soft drinks, sports drinks, energy drinks, juice drinks, 
sweetened tea and co�ee drinks, and sweetened milk or milk alternatives. The added 
sugar in these drinks adds calories but little or no nutrients.

One sugar packet = .1 oz (3 g)

Do the math to �nd out the amount of calories each drink contains and 
how many minutes of walking it would take to burn o� the drink.

Chocolate Milk 8 oz (237 ml) Juice Drink 20 oz (591 ml) Soda 20 oz (591 ml) Sports Drink 20 oz (591 ml) Energy Drink 16 oz (473 ml)

With your child, visit choosehealthydrinks.org and discuss ways to eliminate or reduce the amount of sugary drinks your family consumes.  

150 + 155 =
CALORIES

33 + 33 =
MINUTES OF 

WALKING

160 + 82 =
CALORIES

20 + 32 =
MINUTES OF 

WALKING

70 + 55 =
CALORIES

15 + 12 =
MINUTES OF 

WALKING

140 + 90 =
CALORIES

15 + 35 =
MINUTES OF 

WALKING

80 + 80 =
CALORIES

CONTAINS: CONTAINS: CONTAINS: CONTAINS:CONTAINS:

21 + 13 =
MINUTES OF 

WALKING

9 SUGAR PACKETS 23 SUGAR PACKETS 22 SUGAR PACKETS 12 SUGAR PACKETS 17 SUGAR PACKETS

Weekend breakfasts are a great time to cook together as a family! 
Kick your morning into high gear by making a refreshing, delicious 
breakfast smoothie. They’re easy to make and super healthy, too!

With a blender and 
imagination, you can 

come up with all kinds 
of crazy, nutritious 
breakfast ideas!

1 medium banana
1 cup pineapple in 
large chunks
1/2 cup frozen or 
fresh blueberries
7 large strawberries

•
•

•

•

1 cup orange juice
1 1/4 cup plain yogurt
2 tbsp flax seed
1 cup ice cubes
1/4 cup fresh 
kale leaves

•
•
•
•
•

Combine the fruit, orange juice, yogurt, 
flax seeds and ice cubes in a blender and 
mix for 20 to 30 seconds.
Stop the blender, remove the top and add 
the kale.
Mix for another minute until blended and 
smooth. Serve immediately.

Here is the link to more recipe fun pages with Guy!
www.cwkfoundation.org/toolkit/kid-scoop/

Boeve’s Brilliant 
Bombers from Clark 
Elementary 5th Grade 
sent a little note our 
way about creating 
the perfect healthy 
lunch!

We should pack a lunch 
that has a whole wheat 
pita pocket �lled with 
sliced turkey, cucumbers, 
and bean sprouts.  
Include an apple, a 
low-fat mozzarella string 
cheese stick, and carrots 
with dip.  Finally, I would 
bring a crunchy oatmeal 
raisin cookie.   Rachel K.

For my healthy and 
nutritious lunch I would 
pack some carrots and 
dip, strawberries and 
cantaloupe, a roast 
beef sandwich, and 
some apple juice…yum!   
Sarah G.

This is Easton and I know 
what’s for lunch today…
.a turkey sandwich, 
cheese stick, jello cup, 
applesauce, and a Capri 
Sun.  That’s what is for 
lunch today.  See you 
next time!
Easton G.

I would pick a nice 
salad with chicken in it.  
Also, with baked Lays 
for a sweet, yet healthy 
side.  For your fruit and 
veggies, I would pick 
strawberries and there 
are already veggies in 
the salad.  For dessert, I 
would have one oatmeal-
raisin cookie…YUM!   
Kathrine J.

A sugary drink normally contains a lot of sugar and calories.  A few sugary drinks are Mountain Dew, Coke, Pepsi, Diet Mountain Dew, Diet Coke, Diet Pepsi, Dr. 
Pepper, Mr. Pibb, Sprite, Fanta Grape, Re d bull, Mountain Dew Kickstart, and Rockstar.  A sugary drink can make you hyper (a little crazy).  If you cut back on 
sugary drinks you can control your weight better.  They may taste good, but they also may increase your weight.
Derek M.  Sgt. Bluff-Luton  4th Grade
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How many flowers can 
you count on this page? 

Have a friend try. 
Who found more?

Celebrated 
around the world, 
this day marks a 
celebration of 
spring and the 

coming of 
summer.

May Day

Having a “calm 
down” routine 

before you go to 
bed can help you 

get to sleep. What’s 
your routine?

Better Sleep
Month

Make red, white 
and green paper 

chains and decorate 
your room.

Cinco de Mayo

Take time today 
to honor your 

teacher and show 
how much you 
appreciate all 

their hard work.

Observe the 
weather today and 
give your family 
a weather report 
as if you were on 

the TV news.

There are so many 
beautiful stamps. Why 

not start collecting 
today. Ask your 

relatives and friends 
to put special stamps 
on one side for you 
and see how your 
collection grows.

National
Teachers Day

National Weather
Observers’ Day

Write a poem 
about lost socks. 
Where do they 
go? How will 
they ever find 
their way back 
to their match?

Lost Sock
Memorial Day

The first 
newspaper 
cartoon was 

published on this 
day in 1754. 

See if you can 
make a copy of 

a newspaper 
cartoon character.

Make a special 
homemade gift for 

your mom or 
another special 
lady. Draw her 

portrait and give 
her this perfect gift.

Compose a 
limerick today. 

Five lines, the last 
words of the 1st, 
2nd and 5th lines 

rhyme, and the 3rd 
and 4th are a 

separate rhyme.

On this day in 
1927, Charles 

Lindbergh flew 
alone across the 
Atlantic to Paris. 

Find out the name 
of his plane and 

quiz a friend.

Get a large sheet of 
paper and a crayon 
and make a rubbing 

today – from a 
coin, or any 

indented surface 
you can find.

Play a musical 
instrument today.

If you don’t 
own one, 

invent
your own.

Mother’s Day

Can you draw a cross 
section of a tulip? 
Label the different 

parts of a tulip.
Tulip Day

Put your thumbs 
in your armpits 
and “flap your 

wings.”

Take a jump
rope outside and 

skip as fast as you 
can for ten minutes 
and then slowly for 
another ten minutes.

Using a black 
marker, draw 

an alien. Now 
exchange 

your drawing 
with a friend 

to color in the 
drawing.

Museums are 
important places. 

Gather your 
family and visit 
a museum today.

International
Museum Day

Draw a long 
straight line with a 

piece of chalk. 
Now walk along 
the line as if it 

were a tight rope.
Circus Day

The American 
Red Cross was 
founded on this 

day in 1881. 
Check your first 
aid supplies and 
make sure they 
are up to date.

Start to collect loose 
change today in a 
jar. It’s amazing 
how much you’ll 
save if you add a 
little each day.

For tonight’s 
movie, let mom 

choose one of her 
favorite films.

This is the day to 
remember those 
who gave their 

lives for freedom 
and country.

Memorial Day

Ask your parents if 
you can take over a 

section of the garden. 
Dig it over and plant 

some flowers, 
vegetables or seeds.

Start a science 
experiment today 
such as growing a 
crystal. Follow the 
scientific method: 

question, hypothesis, 
method, data, 

observation and 
conclusion.

Invent a dessert 
using fresh fruit and 
a little ice cream or 

frozen yoghurt. 
Share it with your 
family at dinner 

tonight.

Do something nice 
for your pet today. 
Take a dog for a 

walk. Brush a cat. 
Clean a cage or a 

feed bowl.

National Pet
Week

Clean your bicycle 
today and make 
sure it is in good 
condition. Check 
your helmet, too.

Bike Month

Go for a hike today 
in the countryside. 
Wear good, sturdy 

shoes 
and 
make 
sure to 

take some 
water.

Make a pledge that 
you will always say 
NO to smoking.
No Tobacco Day

Put on some 
music and get 

everyone dancing. 
Dancing is great 

exercise so keep it up 
for 20 minutes at least.

       Roger loves to go for a run every   
                          morning he wakes up before the sun  
                         rises he always stretches his muscles  
                                     �rst and then he heads for his   
                              favorite trail that 
                                    is next to a creek 
as Roger runs he enjoys seeing the 
frogs birds and butter�ies busily 
beginning their day on weekends 
Roger runs with his friend Stacy 
who lives down the street from 
Roger they both signed up for 
the Midtown Park 5K Fun Run 
it is being held next Saturday afternoon at 1:00.

Match each pair of shoes. Can you �nd 
the single shoe that has no match?

Wow! The story below is a giant run-on sentence! Fix it by 
adding punctuation and capital letters where needed.

What do runners do when they 
forget something?

Circle every third letter to reveal the answer.

A W T W Q H F T E B N Y K T J H P O
X M G J S T V W H E S E G F I D X R H L M

N P E M G M E W O H T R K L Y
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We Love Mom!
Hinton Third Grade 
Students “Salute” Moms
I love my mom because she 
loves me no matter what. 
She lets me have a dog. 
She spends lots of time with 
me. When I get hurt, she is 
always there for me.
Kyle W.

 I love my mom because 
she always gets me my 
clothes. She lets me have 1 
or 2 friends over each three 
weeks. She gets me signed 
up for baseball, and she 
gets me gum and food.
Karson L.

We celebrate Mother’s Day 
because we love them. We 
also celebrate Mother’s Day 
because it’s good to show 
your mom and dad that 
you love them. If we didn’t 
have mothers or Mother’s 
Day, we wouldn’t be here.   
Sara S.

I love my mom because 
she is the best mom in the 
world. It is important to 
have a mom because they 
are nice. They will love 
you so much, but I love my 
mom more than anything 
in the world. We celebrate 
moms on Mother’s Day 
because it is a special 
holiday and because we 
love our moms.    
Carlee H.

It is important to have 

moms because it would be 
hard for your dad to �nd 
you your sizes in clothes, 
shoes, and other things. 
Also, you would not be 
alive if moms were not real.
Sayler J.

I love my mom because she 
always calls me Rejeana, 
but that’s my aunt’s name; 
she thinks I’m like her. My 
name is Callie, I always 
tell her! I love to snuggle 
with her at night when we 
pray before we go to bed. 
I say “I’m thankful for my 
mom, dad, and brothers.” 
My mom gives me the best 
presents like hugs and love 
and a two-doll tote for 
my American girl dolls. I 
love my mother. Thanks 
so much, mom. I love you!   
Callie B.

We celebrate moms on 
Mother’s Day because mom 
are very important. They 
cook food for us. They also 
help us when we are sick. 
Plus they are very loving. 
When you do something 
bad, she will always 
forgive you no matter what.   
Lauren K.

We celebrate Mother’s Day 
because of how hard moms 
have been working. It’s so 
hard for a mom to be a 
mom and do their job, and 
they work very hard for 
their children. They work 

hard to get clothes and 
food.   Adam A.

I love my mom because she 
loves me, too. This Mother’s 
Day I am going to give my 
mom a big hug and some 
chocolate, too.   Garrett L.

I love my mom because she 
is the nicest mom on Earth. 
She takes care of me, and 
she puts food in me and 
a roof over my head. She 
loves me and I love her. 
She is really  fun to talk 
to and play games with.   
Alaina L.

Mother’s Day is very 
important because if we 
didn’t have moms there 
would be no kids the world! 
I love my mom because she 
is very nice to me. I also 
love her because she helps 
me when I need help or 
when I need advice. She 
also lets us do fun things. 
She also cares about me 
and buys me really nice 
things that some people 
can’t buy. That’s why I love 
my mom!
Gabbie F. 

I love my mom because 
she cares about me. She 
buys food and water for us. 
She works hard to get the 
stuff we need. You should 
always care about your 
mom!   Grace N.

I love my mom because 
she is nice to me. She 
doesn’t mind if I stay in my 
room playing or watching 
Minecraft videos, as long 
as we do our chores. 
That is why she is so nice. 
Bradley C.

We celebrate moms on 
Mother’s Day because they 
are the best. They take care 
of us. They love us. They get 
us stuff. If we didn’t have 
mothers, there wouldn’t be 
any people in the world. 
That’s why we celebrate 
Mother’s Day.   Belle D.

I love my mom because she 
is nice. She is the best mom 
ever. She is awesome and 
very kind. She is not mean. 
I love my mom.   Ian H.

 I love my mom because 
she is loving. We celebrate 
moms on Mother’s Day 
because we love them. 
It’s important to have 
moms because we know 
somebody’s looking out for 
you. 
Matthew L.

 It’s important to have 
moms because they help 
you with everything! They 
care for you and cook for 
you. They discipline you to 
keep you safe. You should 
love your mom because 
they take a lot of their time 
to care for you. Kadence P.

I love my mom because 
she helped put a roof over 
my head. She cooks for 
me. She helps me do all 
different things, like helping 
with my homework.  I 
lover her more than gold! 
Last but not least, she is 
awesome.  Alyssia W.

I love my mom because she 
loves me. She cooks for 
me, and she does chores 
for me. She hugs me. She 
makes me feel good. She 
also disciplines me.   
Bode B.

I love my mom because she 
feeds me. For Christmas, 
she gives me presents.  
Derek T.

YOU ARE MY FRIEND, MY SPIRIT, MY INFLUENCE TOWARDS SUCCESS. THERE IS NO 
REPLACEMENT OF YOU. YOU ARE THE BEST AND WILL BE BEST FOREVER.  

WISH YOU A VERY HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY.
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Atticus Claw Breaks the Law
by Jennifer Gray

This title is the winner of 
the Red House Children’s 
Book Award, 2014. When 
Atticus receives a 
mysterious message 
asking him to a meeting in 
a sleepy coastal town, he 
packs his bags and sets 
off. The world’s greatest 
cat burglar likes a good 
mystery. The writer of the 
message wants Atticus to 
steal all the jewels in town 
and leave the humans 
baffled. And what could 
be more straightforward? 
But when Atticus moves 
in with Inspector Cheddar 
and his family, he starts to 
wonder if a life of crime is 
really for him ...

How to Draw A Cat
kidscoop.com/how-to-draw/how-to-draw-a-cat/
Kid Scoop’s own illustrator and designer shows you how to 
draw a cat.

All About Cats
kids.cfa.org
A site where kids can learn all about cats, cat shows, 
fascination facts about cats and careers with cats. The parent 
and teacher section has lesson plans and resources for more 
information.

Why do cats purr?
sciencenetlinks.com/science-news/science-updates/cat/
Why do cats meow and purr? Here’s the sound and the 
explanation.

Suessville
seussville.com/author.html
Suessville has Cat in the Hat activities and games.

D is for Dime
d is for dime
Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter D. Say the letter as you trace it.

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

How many              ?

How many           ?

How many words or pictures can
you find on this page that start
with the D sound like the word
dime?

Who has time
To find my dime?
Found your dime
Under the lime!

One dime is the same amount of money as 10 pennies.
Color 10 pennies to show how many equal one dime.

dimes

ducklings

Two nickels equals one dime.
Color 2 nickels to show how many equal one dime.

Recently, Blessed Sacrament seventh grade 
student Brianna Martinez donated a 
drawing inspired  from her love of reading 
to the school library.  Brianna is one of our 
Kid Scoop News feature reporters and is 
highlighted in this issue for her interview 
with the Human Rights Commissioner and 
the Faces of Siouxland Multicultural Festival.  
Kudos to Brianna!  We are very proud of 
her.

In the book, Miss Rumphius, by Barbara Cooney, 
Great-aunt Alice Rumphius was once a little girl 
who longed to visit faraway places, loved the sea, 
and wished to do something to make the world 
more beautiful.  In the evenings Alice sat on her 
grandfather’s knee and listened to his stories of 
faraway places. When he had �nished, Alice 
would say, “When I grow up, I too will go to 
faraway places, and when I grow old, I too will live beside the sea.” (Just like 
her grandfather.)
Alice’s grandfather reminded her of the third, and most important, thing she 
must do;
 “You must do something to make the world more beautiful.” 
After listening to this story and thinking about Earth Day, the �rst grade students 
in Mrs. Goeden’s room at Dakota Valley brainstormed what they want to do 
when they grow up, where they want to live, and most importantly, what will 
they do to make the world more beautiful.  Then they divided their paper into 
thirds and drew a picture about each thought.

In the book Miss Rumphius, her grandfather told her about she needed to do 3 
things. These are the 3 things I want to do when I grow up.  I want to be a vet 
because you can see pets. I want to live in my grandma’s house. I want to plant 
�owers. Raven

In the book Miss Rumphius, her grandfather told her about she needed to do 3 
things. These are the 3 things I want to do when I grow up.  I’m going to live in 
Pierre because my friend Rick and his sister lives there. I want to go in the army 
because they help people. I will make the world more beautiful by saving birds. 
Jeramiah

In the book Miss Rumphius, her grandfather told her about she needed to do 3 
things. These are the 3 things I want to do when I grow up.  I want to live Notre 
Dame. Why? Because it is warm. I want to invent things. Why? to make video 
games. How will I make the world more beautiful?  I will recycle. Jack

In the book Miss Rumphius, her grandfather told her about she needed to do 
3 things. These are the 3 things I want to do when I grow up.  I want to live in 
Texas because it is hot. I want to see animals because they are cool. How to 
make the world more beautiful? Plant �owers because they are beautiful.  
Hayden

Donating
For Literacy

ON MAY 4 IN CELEBRATION OF

BOOK PEOPLE WILL LAUNCH OUR SUMMER READING 
PROGRAM FOR KIDS GOING INTO 

GRADES K-2, 3-5, AND 6-8. 
DETAILS WILL BE AVAILABLE 

ON FACEBOOK.COM/
BOOKPEOPLESIOUXCITY, 

OUR WEBSITE 
BOOKPEOPLESC.COM

Children’s Book Week

VISIT OUR STORE AT 
2923 HAMILTON BLVD.

712-258-1471
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27OPINION

What’s
your? 
Scoop 

WE HAVE A WINNER!  NIE SIOUXLAND VOTED AND 
THE RESULTS ARE IN.  HARRIET TUBMAN WAS 

DECLARED THE WINNER FOR THE FIRST WOMAN TO 
BE FEATURED ON A TWENTY DOLLAR BILL. OUR 
SIOUXLAND KID SCOOP NEWS VOTE WILL GO ON 

FOR NATIONAL CONSIDERATION.

KIDS INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN RAGBRAI COLORING CONTEST
Kid Scoop News is all about community projects and we are very excited that 
RAGBRAI® will be here this summer! The Des Moines Register newspaper hosts a 
bicycle ride across our state each year. The name of the ride, RAGBRAI®, stands for 
the Register’s Annual Great Bike Ride Across Iowa. On July 18, thousands of people on 
bicycles will be visiting our town and spending the night here. Our town is sponsoring 
an art contest for students in kindergarten through �fth grade. A winner in each grade 
will be chosen. The winning entry in each grade will win a gift card to Palmer Candy 
Company.

Those selected winning entries will move on and be considered for the overall Sioux 
City winner. The overall Sioux City winning artwork will then be judged with all the 
other winning entries of other overnight towns in Iowa. The statewide grand prize is 
$350. We hope you can capture the fun of having thousands of bikes and people 
visiting our town.

The theme, “Party Like its 1973” was chosen because the �rst 
RAGBRAI® started here in Sioux City WAAAAY back in 1973! 
What do you think that �rst celebration of RAGBRAI® looked like 
back them? Think about what life would look like here in Sioux 
City in the early 70’s. What do you think bicycles look liked in 
1973? Whatwould your bike have looked like in 1973? Use your 
imagination to come up with even more ideas and have fun helping 
us decorate Sioux City for RAGBRAI® !

Mrs. Irwin’s �fth grade class at Hunt 
Elementary took the twenty- dollar bill issue a 
step further.  They decided to make the contest 
part of their persuasive writing assessment.  
They researched how images were decided for each of the bills and learned a 
great deal about how money is
printed in the United States.  At �rst, images were selected from a list of people 
who were well known at the time and there actually was one woman on a bill.  
(You will have to research this yourself!)  They also found out that the original 
images had to be of someone who was deceased.
Researching the issue made the contest much more interesting and they covered the 
writing assessment by trying to persuade others to vote for speci�c women.  

Mrs. Jungers’ second grade classroom at Hunt Elementary enjoyed 
discussing and sharing ideas about which woman should be on the 
twenty dollar bill.  They �nally selected Susan B. Anthony as the winner.  

I think Susan B Anthony should be on the twenty dollar bill because long 
ago the law said that only men could vote. Susan B. Anthony worked  
hard to change that law. In 1920, the law was changed. Women won the 
right to vote. Susan B. Anthony is a hero because of her women are able 
to vote.  Kaylee H. Hunt 2nd Grade

I think that Helen Keller should be on the twenty dollar bill because she 
helped blind and deaf people all over the world. When Helen Keller was 
older she gave speeches and wrote books. Helen Keller had a teacher that helped Helen 
Keller to read and spell with her eyes close. Helen learned to read special books where 
the words are made of little bumps.  Dakota C. Hunt

I think Helen Keller could be on the bill.  She is the best.  She couldn’t see or hear 
anything.  Helen Keller is the best and awesome!  
Alexa P.  Hunt   2nd Grade

I think Helen Keller should be on the twenty dollar bill because she couldn’t see or hear 
but she learned by touching and she learned there were words for everything by her 
teacher, Annie Sullivan, who put spelling words on her hand.  Annie helped her read 
with books and words that were bumps.  She was blind, gave speeches, and wrote 
books that helped the blind and deaf.
Nayeli P. Hunt  2nd  Grade

I think Rosa Parks should be on the twenty dollar bill because she was one of the people 
who believed in freedom as did Martin Luther King, Jr.  She is very important to our 
history.
Bailey S. Clark  5th Grade

Mrs. Roder’s third grade class at Lawton-Bronson came up with a very impressive list of 
women:  Rosa Parks, Hilary Clinton, Sacagawea, Helen Keller, Mary Todd Lincoln, Susan 
B. Anthony, Clara Barton, Terry William (a student’s grandmother) and Michelle Obama.

The winner from Mrs. Roder’s class was Rosa Parks.  

Mrs. Ortegren’s third grade class at 
Hinton discussed the characteristics and 
accomplishments of many different women, with 
Harriet Tubman as their winner, also.

The Rules:
• Sioux City’s theme, “Party Like it’s 1973” should be incorporated into the art.

• Artwork can be no larger than 11” x 14”.

• The artwork can be drawings (crayon, maker, pencil, etc.); paintings (finger paints, watercolors, 
etc.); or sculpture (clay, paper mache, etc.)

• All entries will be used for decoration for Sioux City’s RAGBRAI®

• Put your name, age, address, school and phone number on the back of your entry.

• Deadline for all entries is 4 p.m., Friday, May 15.

Please mail or drop off entries between 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. at JD Gordon Design – 312 Court St., 
Sioux City, IA 51101.

Trell Walker from Mrs. Irwin’s Class 
Hunt - 5th Grade  Harriet Tubman - 
Overall Winner

CONNECTING KID SCOOP NEWS ~ 
CONTENT IN THE CLASSROOM
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uppies and 
     kittens look cute 
in the pet store 
window. Can you 
afford one?

Even if you have 
the money to buy an 
adorable critter, you 
will need more 
money each week to 
feed and care for it.

Carlos and Cindy want to buy a pet. Cindy wants a cat 
and Carlos wants a cricket. But, before they can get any 
pet, they have to find out if they can afford it.

Help Carlos and Cindy figure out how much it will cost 
to keep each pet for one year. Then add up the money 
in their piggy bank. Which pet or pets can they afford?

Cat
Dog
Cricket
Fish

5 lbs. a month
10 lbs. a month

1 oz. a month

$4
$7
$0
$1

Cat
Dog
Cricket
Fish

per year
per year
per year
per year

$50
$50
$0
$0

Cat
Dog
Cricket
Fish

$5
$10
$0
$5

To find out which pet belongs 
to which owner, add the 

numbers next to each person. 
The answer is the same as the 

number next to each pet.

Make a bar graph to show the kinds of pets you and your friends 
own.

Standards Link: Math/Number Sense: Calculate sums.

NOTE: These prices vary greatly depending on 
where you live. These are examples ONLY and 

you should check prices in your area before 
deciding if owning a pet is right for you.

 M A Y  I S  N A T I O N A L  P E T  M O N T H

Cyberchase 
Inventors’ 
Workshop

This game lets you 
create all sorts of cool 
inventions and solve 

crazy courses.

Tell Us What
You Think

Do you have a free 
online game you like 
to play? Send your 

reviews and 
recommendations to 

woodword@
kidscoopnews.com pbskids.org/cyberchase/math-games/inventors-workshop/

BANK 
INTERVIEW
Reporters:  Ean 
Schweitzberger 
and Sydney 
Brauninger
Woodbury 
Central 3rd Grade

1. What is your name? 
    Jeannie Krueger
2. Where do you work?
    United Bank of Iowa
3. What is your job title?
    Assistant Of�cer
4. What is your main job at the bank 
     you work at?
    I lend money to people. 
5. How long have you worked there? 
    15 ½ years
6. Do you enjoy what you do? 
    Yes
7. Why or Why not?
    I like the people
8. What is your favorite part of your 
    job?
    Lending money to people for what   
    they need. 
9. What is the most important thing you 
    want to teach kids about money? 
    How to manage and save money.
10. What are your favorite colors?
      Black and White
11. What do you like to do in your free   
      time? 
     Garden and Crochet
12. What is your favorite candy?  
      Mounds candy bar
13. Do you have any pets?   
     A dog, a cat, and two horses
14. What was your favorite subject in 
      school? 
      Home Economics
15. Name one thing you think you are 
      really good at? 
     Cooking
16. Name one thing about you that 
      people like?  
      I’m a clown.
17. Name one thing about yourself that 
     you like the most? 
     I try to stay happy.
18. What makes you the happiest?             
      Being with my family
19. Name two words that describe you 
      the best.     
     Happy and direct
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Kluckholn Elementary
Acrostics 
4th Grade, LeMars
T eaches you
E ducates
A nswers questions
C hallenges you
H elps you learn
E ncourages you
R espects you
S hares
Carter H.

T eaches us
nicE
A lways having fun
C ures problems
H elps us
believEs in us
R espects us
Gavin K.

T each us things
givE cool things
A ct funny
C ool
H elp us
arE nice
aRe awesome
Nathan J.

T otally awesome
arE never mean
A djustable
C are
H elp us
Ar E very cool
R espect
Ethan L.

T each
E ducated
A wesome
C aring
H elp when needed
vEry thoughtful
R esponsible
S hazam
Michael K.

don’T get mad
lots of Energy
A re funny
C rafty
H elp when we struggle
vEry fun
neveR give up
Kaden L.

T otally nice
lots of Energy
Awesome
teaChers are happy
sHe loves penguins
bElieve in us
supeR star
Miranda L.

T erri�c
grEat
smArt
Creative
H elpful
vEry funny
tRemendous
Kaden M.

T alented
nicE
A wesome
C aring
H elpful
bEst
R espect

Carson O.

T otally nice
E nergized
A lways teaching fun things
C an learn things from kids also
H ave good surprises
E ager to teach
R eally awesome and 
shazam
Brock F.

T alks nice to us
tEaches us
A mazing
C alm and cool
H elps students
givEs us snacks
gReat
Ava S.

T each kids many things
E very day they make fun
A very good friend
C ould give you homework
H ere for me
E veryone loves them
R emember homework!
Rebecca H.

T eaches children
nicE
A mazing
C aring
H elpful
helps Everyone
not many Rules
Michael M.

Kluckholn Elementary
T each

Carson O.

Poetry
SPECIAL FEATURE

Listening to me,
Good teachers are supportive.
Caring for us kids.  Spencer K.

Helpful, awesome, nice,
Teachers are very caring.
Wonderful teachers.  Austin P.

Fun teachers are nice.
Teachers give information.
I like my teachers.  Javanni W.

Wonderful and smart.
Caring and supportive yeah!
Teachers are awesome.  Dylan D.
 
Good teachers help us.
They help us learn fun stuff.
Teachers are the best!  Nathan Z.

We have fun with them.
Teachers help us learn a lot.
They help you in need. 

Wonderful teachers.
Teachers help when you are stuck. 
They help you in need.   
Conner P.

Smart, kind, and so fun.
She is always full of joy.
She is my teacher.  Dawson G.

Caring for others.
Make sure they get their work done.
They get kids good grades.  
Ceasar S.

Teachers help me learn.
Help me learn all the planets.
Going to college.  Kaden R.

Help me learn each day.
They help when I am hurt.
The teachers help me.   
Skyler M.

Teachers are caring.
They care every single day.
Teachers are the best!   
Kennedy H.

Taking us on trips.
Always making learning fun.
Makes us feel happy.  Dallas F.

My teacher is smart.
She is caring to kids, too.
She is awesome, too.  
 Reddeck B.

Honest and helpful nice.
Helps us read and helps with math.
Teachers are awesome.   
Nolen P.

They all care for us.
They tell me information.
We all love teachers.   
Elizabeth T.

Teachers are the best.
They help when you are in need.
I love my teacher.  Kayle B.

Teachers are honest.
They are sweet, helpful, and nice.
Teachers are the best.  Hailey L.

Raise your hand �rst to speak.
Always listening students.
Be nice to others.  Izzy M.

Fun teachers are cool.
They play with us to help learn.
Teachers help us learn!   
Maddie K.

Teachers are the best.
They teach us and help us grow.
They’re better than words!  
Libby L.

Wonderful teacher.
Be a good student for her.
I love my teacher!   
Savannah M.

A teacher is nice.
Sharing knowledge and wisdom.
Teachers are friendly.  Austin H.

Teachers will help you.
You can learn a lot from them.
Teachers can be fun!  Caden W.

Helps me learn and play.
Teachers are sweet and thoughtful.
Teachers are awesome!   
Sophie B.

Kluckhohn Elementary Haiku    Fourth Grade
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Poetry
SPECIAL FEATURE

Amazing fruit
Plump

Pie
Locally grown

Eat a lot
Sauce

By:  Lily Larson

APPLES 

SPRING SIMILES 
A RAINBOW of WRITING
By: Mrs. Paulsen’s 3rd Grade                
Creative Writing
Aleyah Dixon- The baby fox was as red as a rose.

Marisa Van Donslear- The sunset was as orange as 
�re.

David Hause – The sun�ower is as yellow as a bee.

James Gates- The grass is as green as a pepper.

Kira Muecke- The rain is as blue as the sky.

Noah O’Mara- The �nch is as violet as a grape. 

Kara Nelson- The sunset is red like a ladybug.

Hailey Wilson- The snake is orange like a lily.

Connery Enstrom- The �ower is yellow like the sun.

Colby Bailey- The grass is green like a frog.

Emily Sampson- The sky is blue like a blue jay.

Zayda Platt- The grapes are violet like an eggplant.

Carson Foley- The bird is as red as lava.

Cindel Bleil- The sun is orange like a tulip. 

Jared Cooper- The tulip is yellow like a chick.

Grace Todd- The grass is as green as a dollar bill.

Bella Moodie- The puddle is as blue as the sky.

Emma Jenness- A �ower is as violet as an eggplant. 

Eric Mc Gill- An apple is as red as a �retruck.

Hannah Willer- The �ower is orange like a fox. 

Dayton Weaver- The daisy is yellow like the sun. 

Laney Schweitzberger- The grass is as green as a leaf. 

CLARK Elementary 5th Grade Acrostic Poems 

Friends ~ Maddie C.    
Clark Elementary   5th Grade
A friend is a buddy.
Always helps you study.
Some friends might have the name of Bella.
She is a great fella.
Always count on each other.
We might pretend that we are undercover.
We will scream and shout.
Most of the time we just want to hang out.

 

 

Electricity helps you, so shut off lights when you are done. 

Always work hard to keep your vision of Earth.  

Respect the Earth like you do your things:  Reduce, Reuse, Recycle…Do not litter. 

Throw away the garbage that you cannot recycle. 

Have a clean mind for Earth. 

 

Do not use more gas, coal, and fuel than needed. 

Always water plants effectively; be careful around dry grasses, plants, and trees. 

You can help Earth in many ways. Make everyday Earth Day! 

 

      

       By:  Taylor Ostrihonsky and Amairani Reyes 

EARTH DAY 

 

Flowers come in many 
different colors 

Lilies have buds sometimes 

Oh, So many beautiful 
blossoms 

Winter comes and the flowers 
go 

Everywhere in the forest wild 
flowers grow 

Roses are Red 

Sunflowers are yellow and 
look like the sun 

 

  By: Tristyn Hartso 

 

Running down your      

windows 

A very calming 

sound 

Imagining the plants 

bloom 

Never the same 

  

By: Raven Laws 
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America, separated from the 
MAINLAND by the STRAIT of Magellan, 
is an island called Tierra del Fuego, 
which means “Land of Fire.” Shared by 
CHILE and Argentina, Tierra del Fuego 
sits at the point where two of the world’s 
major OCEANS meet. It is a cold and 
STORMY place much of the year.
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Soda contains:
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160+82 = 242 calories
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70+55 = 125 calories
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Energy Drink contains:
17 Sugar Packets
140+90 = 230 calories
15+35 = 50 minutes of walking
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Cat Numbers
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cats were first domesticated. 9500

The approximate number of dollars spent 
each year in the U.S. for kitty litter. 295

The number of muscles in each ear of a cat. 
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The approximate number of kittens born in 
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Atticus Claw Breaks the Law
by Jennifer Gray

This title is the winner of 
the Red House Children’s 
Book Award, 2014. When 
Atticus receives a 
mysterious message 
asking him to a meeting in 
a sleepy coastal town, he 
packs his bags and sets 
off. The world’s greatest 
cat burglar likes a good 
mystery. The writer of the 
message wants Atticus to 
steal all the jewels in town 
and leave the humans 
baffled. And what could 
be more straightforward? 
But when Atticus moves 
in with Inspector Cheddar 
and his family, he starts to 
wonder if a life of crime is 
really for him ...

How to Draw A Cat
kidscoop.com/how-to-draw/how-to-draw-a-cat/
Kid Scoop’s own illustrator and designer shows you how to 
draw a cat.

All About Cats
kids.cfa.org
A site where kids can learn all about cats, cat shows, 
fascination facts about cats and careers with cats. The parent 
and teacher section has lesson plans and resources for more 
information.

Why do cats purr?
sciencenetlinks.com/science-news/science-updates/cat/
Why do cats meow and purr? Here’s the sound and the 
explanation.

Suessville
seussville.com/author.html
Suessville has Cat in the Hat activities and games.

D is for Dime
d is for dime
Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter D. Say the letter as you trace it.

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

How many              ?

How many           ?

How many words or pictures can
you find on this page that start
with the D sound like the word
dime?

Who has time
To find my dime?
Found your dime
Under the lime!

One dime is the same amount of money as 10 pennies.
Color 10 pennies to show how many equal one dime.

dimes

ducklings

Two nickels equals one dime.
Color 2 nickels to show how many equal one dime.
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Classroom Sponsors
Tanworld & Lori Lee’s
Bruce & Jeanette Hopkins
United Bank of Iowa, Moville
Book People
Triview/Quality Telecommunications
KVLZ Custom Bailing, Climbing Hill, IA
Akron Gold & Silver
Bluebird Springs Orchard
Deck Law
Paul & Tamme Saul
Yellow Rose Catering
Gretchen Gondek
Dr. Stee Maxwell
Helen Maxwell
Dr. Earl Maxwell 
Sterk Financial - Dakota Dunes
Granny Stitches

The staff at Siouxland Kid Scoop News would like to personally thank all of the 
businesses, organizations, and individuals who are sponsoring the publication of 
Kid Scoop News for our Siouxland students.  When students read informational 
text and write for a publication, they become engaged learners and citizens.

Partners In Education
AFSCME Local 212
Anonymous Sponsor
Charlies 
Irwin Painting
Lilly Family Dentistry
Belle Touché
Convergys

You!

Classroom subscriptions are delivered free of charge and rely primarily on sponsorships.  Currently, more than 1000 Siouxland classrooms will 
be receiving the monthly magazine with many more waiting for sponsorships.  Be part of our literacy team! Contact one of the Kid Scoop News 
team members for information about business, organizational, and individual sponsorships.

NICOLE SCHWEITZBERGER
NIE Director
The Sioux City Journal
(712)293-4303
nicole.schweitzberger@lee.net

Classroom Sponsorship  $125   
Partner In Education   $250
Bronze Corporate   $500     

Silver Corporate $1,000
Gold Corporate  $2,500    
Benefactor   $5,000

This is a yearly sponsorship. All sponsorship levels have “extras” included. Sponsorships 
will be recognized on the back page of each monthly issue of Kid Scoop News and on 
the website at NIESiouxland.com. Sponsor today and know that children throughout 
Siouxland will be applauding!

JEANETTE HOPKINS
NIE Coordinator
The Sioux City Journal
(712)293-4328
jhopkins@siouxcityjournal.com

facebook.com/NIESiouxland
on the web NIESiouxland.com

THANKS

YYoYoY uThank from

Your  
Company Here


