
Clowns have to leap, fall, roll and generally throw their bodies around. Try these 
circus moves to get �t the clown way.

ALLIGATORS AND 
CROCODILES
Take a close look (from a safe distance) at these 
incredible water reptiles. Discover the similarities 
and di�erences between gators and crocs.

LIMERICKS
Can you write a verse in �ve lines that rhyme?

How many moths 
can you �nd 

�ying around in 
this swamp?
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Welcome to YOUR May Kid 
Scoop News!

This month, Kid Scoop News 
looks at the importance of 
Kindness. May is Be Kind to 
Animals month and our news 
page is packed with wonderful 
animal articles.

May is also a good 
time to pass along a 
smile to your fellow 
humans. This month 
we have some articles 
to make you smile. Once 
you are smiling, smile 
at someone else! That 
is a simple and powerful 
act of kindness.

Take time this 
month to make 
a list of five acts 
of kindness you 
can do every 
day. Here are 
some ideas:

News ........................
Laughter ..................
Tom Sawyer ..............
Gators & Crocs ..........
Limericks ..................  
Puzzles .....................
Activity Calendar ......
Clown Fitness ...........
The Red Planet .........
He Did It! ..................
Book & Web Picks .....
Cool Links .................
Parent Scoop ............
Try This At Home .......
Early Learners ...........
Answers ...................

3
4-5
6-7
8-9
10-11
12
13
14-15
16-17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Publisher and Editor
Vicki Whiting

Operations Director
Vivien Whittington

Art Director and Illustrator
Jeff Schinkel

Graphic Designer
Eli Smith

Kid Scoop News
P.O. Box 1802

Sonoma, CA 95476

© 2017 by Vicki Whiting

• Be generous with your smile!
• Give 10 hugs in one day!
• Smile at people who look sad.
• Start a conversation with a new 

student or someone who looks lonely.
• Smile at your parents.
• Write a nice note to someone in your 

class who is having a bad day.
• Smile at your principal.
• Wave to the crossing guard.
• Make a thank you note for your mail 

carrier, a fireman or another 
community helper.

Remember: Everyone smiles in the 
same language.

Feet are full of action. In fact there are many verbs that describe what people 
can do with feet. Match these verbs with a picture showing that action. 
What other verbs can you think of that feet can do?

AMAZING ANIMALS 3 
LAUGHTER 4
SPOTLIGHT 6-7
MOTHER’S DAY 8-13
FOLK TALES 10-11
GATORS VS. CROCS 14-15
LIMERICKS 16-17
TOLERANCE 18-21
HEALTH 22-23
CALENDAR 24
PUZZLES 25
STEM - THE RED PLANET 26-27
MONEY MATTERS 28
BOOK REVIEWS 29
SIOUXLAND MEDIA 30
BIG BROTHERS/ BIG SISTERS 31
KINDER KIDS & AW ART 32
EARLY LEARNERS 33
ANSWERS 34
CLASSROOM OF THE MONTH 35
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Cat Saves Trapped Neighbor

Track Team + Shelter Dogs
= A Winning Combination

Teacher’s 
Pet

One day, Ivy the cat started acting 
strange. She started making unusual 
noises and running from the couch 
to the door.

Ivy’s owner went to look outside to 
see what was bothering her cat, 
when she heard another noise 
coming from her neighbor’s barn. 
She saw her neighbor, Eric, 

hanging from the barn’s ceiling by 
his arm!

Eric had been trying to fix the 
garage door when the door broke 
and trapped his arm. Ivy’s owner 
quickly called 911 and Eric was 
rescued thanks to Ivy alerting her 
owner.

The cross-country running team at St. Joseph High 
School in Santa Maria, Calif. runs miles nearly every 
day. At the same time, there are dozens of dogs at the 
local animal shelter needing to get some exercise.

Coach Luis Escobar had an idea. Let his cross-country 
team runners each take a dog on a training run.

“I’m not sure who was more excited and having the 
most fun … the dogs or the kids,” he wrote in 
a Facebook post.

When Mrs. 
Andrew’s cat 

passed away she 
was very sad. The 

students in her 
class found a 

great way to cheer 
her up. They 
brought her 

flowers and two 
new kittens!

A Winning Combination
Koko the gorilla is famous around the world. 
Born at the San Francisco Zoo 44 years ago, Koko 
learned a special sign language to communicate 
with humans. Many years ago, she had a pet kitten 
that she named All Ball. She came up with the 
name because the little kitten would curl up into 
a ball to sleep. She was quite sad when All Ball 
passed away some years later.

Two years ago, Koko “adopted” two more kittens 
and she clearly loves them very much. In spite of 
her size and strength, Koko is very loving and 
gentle with the cats. She is much happier with her kitty pals!
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What is this article 
about?

What did this person 
or animal do?

Where did they do it?

Why did they do it?

Read one of the 
articles on this page. 

Then answer the 
questions below!
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Recently, our own feature reporter, 
Bella Taylor, seventh grade student 
from North Middle was honored 
to be asked to submit a “Memory 
Story” for the National Kid Scoop 
News publication.  Kid Scoop News 
is the largest children’s print 
resource in the US with a primary 
mission of teaching children a love 
of reading and to improve literacy 
in the community.  Published 
in Sonoma, California by Vicki 
Whiting, Kid Scoop News continues 
to share fun, fact-filled reading 
to students throughout Siouxland 
each year.  Congratulations to 
Bella Taylor, Kid Scoop News 
Siouxland feature reporter!  Watch 
for Bella’s full article in the 
September issue!
Excerpt from:  Laughter…Smiles….and 
Memories by Bella Taylor North 
Middle
I’m finding out, that memories seem to 
really pull people together and I haven’t 
met anyone who doesn’t have at least a 
little story to tell.  Memories come from 
important events that have happened, 
but they also come from the day to day 
experiences in our lives.  I interviewed 
a few people to see if they might have 
a memory to share..one that made them 
smile or laugh as they worked back 
through the years.
My grandma loved growing up in Long 
Island as a child…she remembers the 
smell of the Italian cooking when her 
Grandma and Aunt Terry would come 
up from the outskirts of Queens in the 
late 40s. She remembers waiting with 
anticipation as they walked up the 
road from the train they had taken and 
they carried brown bags that drug on 
the road each step they took…They 
brought individually wrapped presents 
for us all. They were “Dollar Tree” type 
toys…someone mentioned maybe a 
Woolworth’s Five and Dime kind of 
thing.  My grandma, “Little Diane” loved 
opening each and every treasure to 
find out what might be inside.  “And 
the kitchen…the kitchen was filled with 
the smell of tomatoes and garlic, Italian 
food from Italy…always following those 
big laughter filled lunches was a long 
walk through the streets with big smiles 
and laughter, she mused.  
“Back in the Day,” as my teacher likes 
to say, Grandpa Jerry would go to 
Boy Scout Camp in the Blackhills of 
South Dakota.  Cold, dark water filled 
the camp lake and Grandpa Jerry 
hated to swim…but, that didn’t keep 

him from trying to impress a couple 
of Rapid City high school girls who 
were sunning on the deck.  He took 
out his trusty little Kodak camera asked 
to take a picture.  The seemed pretty 
flattered as they posed on the deck, 
but not the Scout Master who caught 
him and decided a punishment was 
needed!  “No more swimming for today 
and you will rake this sand!”  Grandpa 
kept the photo for years and it appears 
to me the punishment was well worth 
it as he says about himself, “the little 
scalawag.”(Excerpt from Laughter…
Smiles…Memories)

Watch for Bella’s article in the 
September issue of Kid Scoop News 
and Kid Scoop News Siouxland.

Funny stories are the best to hear 
especially when it’s about someone 
young and brave. When I was in first 
grade, I thought that if I would jump 
off the top of the play-set I would be 
able to fly. My friends were all thinking 
the same thing that I was thinking, too. 
Lily went first and when she jumped 
she screamed, but didn’t fly. She got 
a little upset and wanted to try again. 
Then it was Madi’s turn to try to fly.  
She jumped, also screamed, and she 
didn’t fly either, but also wanted to try 
it a few more times. Then it was my 
turn. I thought that since I was the third 
one going that I would be the charm. I 
jumped and obviously didn’t jump far 
enough out and my foot got caught on 
the rail. I fell down on the hot ground 
and hit my head on the big red pole 
next to the slide. When I hit my head, I 
bit through my tongue and had to go to 
the office.
The office called my mom; we got in 
the car and headed home. Once we 
got home, since my aunt is a doctor, 
she came over and looked at my 
tongue and told me that if it went any 
deeper I would have had to get stitches. 
That night I had spaghetti and I also 
remember how much it stung when the 
salty food touched my cut tongue. I still 
have a scar on my tongue from the time 
I thought I could fly. 
Taylor Jochum Mater Dei     Grade 7 

I hand out gifts to those who have yet to 
grow.
I’m quite the gregarious fellow!
In the north I prepare as they wait in 
elated suspense.
I create all my gifts since I can’t pay five 
cents.
Who am I?
 Saint Nickel-less!
Ricardo Arteaga   
Mater Dei  Grade 7

Q: What do you call Iowa in 130 
degree Fahrenheit weather?
A:  Popcorn!
Brooklyn Roder Mater Dei     Grade 6

A cowboy rides into a town on Monday 
and leaves 5 days later but returns on 
Monday. How is this possible?
(The horse’s name is Monday)
Kayla Jabre Mater Dei      Grade 6

Why does Nerf have the saying, “Nerf 
or nothing?”
(That’s the only time it wins, when it’s 
Nerf vs. nothing.)
John Paul O’Connor  
Mater Dei  Grade 6

You work and do assignments on me, 
what am I?  (A laptop)
You can read me and touch me at the 
same time.  What am I?  (An iPad)
Jacob Lafleur    
Mater Dei  Grade 6

 I am one of five. The one who shot me 
ran victorious, the one who received me 
died. What am I?
(I am one of the five stones from the 
popular Bible story, David and Goliath. 
David shot the stone and killed Goliath 
and later became king.)
Easton Prenger   
Mater Dei  Grade 6

What does a bee wear when theỳ re 
cold?
 (A yellow jacket!)
 Brian Wilmes   
Mater Dei  Grade 6

What is something you can touch with 
your fingertips while your hand goes 
through it?
Answer = water   
Luka Ernesti  Mater Dei

Why does Nike support 
basketball?   Because they like 
“The Swoosh”. Madison Maas

Once upon a time a kid named 
Jimmy. 
had a twin brother who was 
named Timmy. 
One day they got into their car. 
They didn’t get very far.  
Their car broke down.
They went into town 
 met a mechanic named Dave. 
He said, “You’d better behave.”  
I’ll fix your car. 
The damage will leave a scar. 
The next day they came back for 
the price.
It might not sound so nice. 

 
Dave said, “Your car is fixed!”
“No more tricks.” 
“O.K.,” they said.
“Thanks Dave!”
Jacob Bride   
Mater Dei  Grade 6

Do you want to hear a funny story? I 
have a funny story to tell you! So Max, 
Landon, and I were going to go fishing, 
but first we were going to get something 
to eat at Chick-fil-a. So Landon and 
Max got me a highchair and a baby 
place mat. Yes, I actually sat in the 
highchair. Max and Landon were 
laughing at me the whole time we ate. 
After we got done eating, we rode out 
bikes to a nearby park. We had to go 
down this hill on our bikes to go fishing.    
Max went down the hill and made it 
down easily. So then, I go down the hill. 
I was doing fine but then I hit a bump 
boom! I did like 30 barrel rolls down 
the hill and I crashed hard. My bike 
landed not very far from me. Landon 
came running down the hill fast to check 
on me. I told them to call my dad. My 
face was all messed-up so I get wash 
up in the bathroom and my knee really 
hurt badly. So my dad asked if I was 
ok to go fishing. I said I was fine to fish. 
So we went fishing and we caught like 
five or six fish. But then this guy comes 
over and asked if he can have like three 
small fish; he takes all the big ones. 
After an hour my dad calls me to come 
home. I could not ride my bike because 
my knee hurt. I called my mom to come 
pick me up. I get home I get some ice 
on my knee than my dad says that I 
have hockey camp well let’s just say I 
did not do well.  
Trenton Fuentes   
Mater Dei  Grade 6

LAUGHTER
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Did you know that it takes more muscles to frown that it does to smile? 
So, smile and the whole world smiles with you!

Doctors even tell us that laughter can help sick people 
heal more quickly. All in all, a smile is very powerful.

What is a small, 
white chest that all 
know how to open 
and nobody knows 
how to close?

What is more useful when 
it is broken?

In a pot there are 
two kinds of food. 
What is it?

What is an entire little 
house without a door?

I have built my house 
without any door. 
What is it?

In a bowl of china fixed, 
two liquids with colors 
unmixed. What is it?

These jokes are from all over 
the world and the answer to 
each joke is the same thing. 
Can you guess what it is?

Cut out the word balloons below and paste them in the 
correct order on the comic strip above.

There are jokes from all over the world. What can you learn 
about people by reading their jokes? Draw your own comic 
strip using this joke from Martinique.

Standards Link: Health: Identify activities and actions that promote or enhance emotional health.

Standards Link: Social Science: 
Compare life in different places 
and recognize that some aspects 
of cultures are similar.

Have you figured out the answer? If not, color all 
the boxes with odd numbers. Read the letters that 

are left and you will know the answer.
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Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

How many silly 
things can you  
circle in this 
picture?

How many smiles can you 
find on these pages?

Lawton-Bronson Second Grade Food Detectives
Dear Kid Scoop,
Melissa Nelson visited Lawton-Bronson School.  We made butter.  We put cream 
and something else in a jar.  Sorry!  I can’t remember!  Melissa put the song “I 
Shake It Off” on and we would start.  Everyone got into groups and started to 
shake.  Once everyone got a chance to shake, Melissa checked to see if anyone 
had made some butter.  We did!!!!  Melissa talked about what dairy cows produce.  
They produce cheese, milk, yogurt, ice cream, cream and probably whipped cream.  
Did you know cows can make other things, too?  Of course!!  Cows can make 
crayons, glue, footballs and cows can make a lot of stuff for school supplies.  Since 
we were talking about dairy cows, Melissa brought us cheese sticks to eat.  Melissa 
is a good teacher because she makes learning very FUN!  Dairy Cows are fun to 
read and write about.  You can get books about cows in libraries.  If you want to 
learn what they are and what they produce, just read about them!!  I hope Melissa 
can come to your school!
Kate Thelander          2nd Grade Reporter  
We continue to raise funds for our garden through the Lawton can cage.  While 
sorting, a gentleman stopped and shared that the can cage is a great way for our 
community to support our garden!  Thanks to all who have supported us!
I hope all of you find ways to be Food Detectives!  It’s a lot of fun and a 
great way of learning about new foods! 

Mary Siepker          
Retired Food Detective and Teacher

  
          

Miraculous Migration of the Monarch Butterflies
I am participating in a Monarch Watch Project.  It is a citizen scientist project.  The 
Monarch Watch is asking for hundreds of monarch enthusiasts (citizen scientists) in 
collecting observations of monarchs in their area during the spring and fall.
This project is an attempt to assemble quantitative data on monarch numbers at 
critical times.  The data from these observations will be used to assess their value in 
predicting trends in the population.
Beginning April 1, I have been recording daily how many monarchs I have seen.  
This first recording time is when the monarchs are returning from Mexico.  I will 
record through June 10.
The second recording time begins July 15 and ends August 20.  This will show how 
many monarchs are traveling south from our area. 
I am really looking forward to seeing my first monarch and collecting data!  Take 
time and enjoy watching a monarch.  They truly are amazing butterflies!
Mary Siepker       Retired 1st Grade Teacher and Monarch Fan     
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A PROUD SUPPORTER OF  
KIDSCOOP NEWS SIOUXLAND

MOTHER’S DAY
May is a time that we start thinking about 
our mothers. We all love our moms even 
though we might not be happy with them 
or agree with them all of the time. They 
always try their hardest to make us happy 
and satisfied. They do everything for us. 
They cook meals, they help you with your 
homework, they comfort you when you 
need them.  They show you the way of 
life, they joke around with you, and they’re 
always there for us.             
 My mother is the best mom I could ever 
ask for. My mother’s name is Ifan Sandra 
Chen-Jabre. She isn’t American and neither 
is my father. She comes from Taiwan. She’s 
43 years old. My mother used to be a 
nurse practitioner, but now she’s a stay-
home mom. She likes to cook, study, help 
me and my sister, and sometimes play the 
piano. She’s an extremely hard worker and 
cares about me and her family. My mother 
wants me to succeed in life so I can get a 
good job and be able to pay for what I 
need. My mother likes to joke around and 
have a good laugh, but sometimes that 
doesn’t happen. She tops almost everyone 
on my role model list. I love her.
Make sure to treat your mother awesomely 
because they deserve it. They might even 
sacrifice themselves for you if you aren’t 
in good shape. Remember, your mother 
and your father both love you. In their life 
perspective you and your siblings are their 
number one priority.  
Kayla Jabre    Grade 6

Who is a woman you admire? The woman 
I admire is my grandma; her mother 
died when she was nine years old. My 
grandma was left with her nine siblings. 
She was strong. She now has three 
children, my mom and my two uncles. My 
grandma goes to mass every day. She 
takes a bouquet of flowers to Our Lady 
of Guadalupe on the 14th of the month. 
There are 15 flowers, three white ones 
because she had three children, 12 red 
ones because she has 12 grandchildren. 
She also takes communion to the elderly 
people who can’t go to mass. I love my 
grandma and I know she loves me by the 
way she hugs me. I feel the love she feels 

for me. I think of my grandma is an Angel 
of God.  She prays for me every day; I 
love my grandma so much!
 Sarahi Guerra  Grade 6

Have you ever heard of Mother’s Day?  Do 
you do anything special? I am going to tell 
you about what we do on Mother’s Day 
with my mom. We usually give her flowers. 
We also like to go through her baby 
pictures and find pictures of mom when 
she was little. She loves to do that and we 
all laugh because they are funny. My mom 
likes to tell us about the memories she has 
and we always laugh. We have so much 
fun with my mom on Mother’s Day.  
My mom is the third one born out of the 
four children in her family. I want to grow 
up and be a great person like my mom. 
She is a really good role model and is the 
best mom anyone could ever know. She is 
always encouraging me to do new things.  
She makes things I do, like volleyball, fun. 
My mom is a nice, loving, encouraging, 
helpful, strong, amazing happy, and a lot 
more. She can make anyone smile; she 
always makes me smile even when I am 
down. She does the simplest things and 
changes my life. 
She works at First Financial Bank as an 
auditor. She loves her job.  She does a lot 
at her work then comes home to us kids 
to clean up our messes. I am so proud 
of what she does for me and how much 
time she puts into helping me do better at 
school and helping me make volleyball 
my favorite sport. I love my mom so much. 
I could say so many things about her but 
this would take forever to read. I just want 
her to know that I love her so much. I hope 
you love your mom as much as I love mine.  
Olivia Fitch  Grade 6

May
Oh, it’s May, what a happy time,
I hear the birds sing their song.
I’ll buy new clothes, will you spare a dime?
I’m going outside, come along! 
May fills me with such good feelings,
I love to play outside.
This poem just has so much meaning,
We should go out for a car ride!

 Let’s go and find some cool flowers,
It will be quite a trip.
They should be big after May showers,
I’m so happy; I could do a back flip! 
We can play with sidewalk chalk
And pick some flowers
My mom bought me cool floral design 
socks,
We’ll play all day and forget about the 
hours!
Abigail Fenceroy   
Mater Dei  Grade 7

The days are getting longer and warmer. 
School is coming to an end. Flowers are 
blooming. The grass is getting greener. 
The animals are coming back. Everything 
is more colorful. The leaves are starting 
to grow back on the bare trees. You don’t 
have to stay inside all day long anymore. 
You can finally start going outside. And, 
if you hear your doorbell ring or a knock 
at your door, and no one is there, it must 
be May 1st! There might just be candy or 
other treats at your door because it’s May 
Day!
We can finally start playing outside 
without it being freezing cold. I can play 
basketball with my brother and my friends. 
My friends and I can start walking home 
from school again. I can ride my bike and 
start playing baseball. There are so many 
activities you can do outside. You can ride 
your bike, skateboard, scooter, jump on a 
trampoline, play basketball, baseball, and 
so much more. I hope you enjoy the hot 
weather as much as me.
Luke O’Hern Mater Dei    Grade 6

It’s May and that means spring! Finally,we 
can wear shorts and go outside. Also, it’s 
soccer and baseball season. Bees are 
coming out, too. Soon the grass will be 
long and people will hear the sound of 
a lawn mower. Oh, how good the grass 
smells! Best of all, in May we all get out of 
school!
In May, we also have Mother’s Day. It’s a 
day where we celebrate moms. I usually 
go out to eat with my mom, aunts, and 
grandma at Perkins. The food there is 
great! It’s fun. Then when we get home, 

us boys just go outside to pass the football 
while the ladies talk. I love May!
Landen Dill Mater Dei    Grade 6

It’s Mother’s Day…that day when your 
mothers are the center of attention. We 
all know that they love to be treated 
with presents, toys, and big fluffy teddy 
bears. You might treat your mothers with 
a restaurant visit, movie, food, or maybe 
just cook for them. That’s what they like or 
want on Mother’s Day. All kids should be 
extra nice and give moms a helping hand 
around the house or just make them some 
breakfast in bed. The kids should also do 
all their chores without being asked to do 
them. To make it better, they could do their 
mother’s chores, also. Now for the fathers 
or husbands, they’re the ones who really 
need to make the mothers happy. 
They could take their mothers or wives out 
to eat, watch a movie, and pay for all the 
treats. This is the role of a good husband 
or father. The kids should give the father a 
hand to make Mother’s Day perfect for the 
mothers. So for the readers out there, think 
long and hard about what you are going 
to do for your mothers. The reason I’m 
asking you to do this is so you don’t goof 
off when the day comes.  Don’t put it off 
until last minute.     
Noah Zeisler Grade 8

Mother’s Day is a day to be thankful for 
our mothers. I am very thankful for my 
mother. Mother’s Day is a day for every 
mom who is there for their kids. So… for 
all the mothers out there, thank you for 
everything you do for us!            
My mother is Mandy O’Hern. My mom 
is very caring and sweet! She always 
understands me. Every Mother’s Day 
my family tries to be extra sweet to her. 
We get her gifts like candy, flowers, and 
jewelry.  After we spend lots of time with 
mom, we go to my grandparent’s house 
and give my grandma a present. Make 
sure you are SUPER sweet to your mom on 
Mother’s Day!  
Lucy O’Hern  Grade 6
Do you love your mother as much as I love 
mine? My mother has done so much for 
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MOTHER’S DAY
me in my life and I can’t thank her enough. My mom does 
everything for my family and me. My mom cleans the 
house, does the laundry, cleans the dishes, gets groceries, 
cooks meals, all while finding time to drive me places and 
spend time with my family. My mom is like a super hero 
with all her special skills to do things for me. 
On Mother’s Day my family and I have special traditions. 
In the morning we always make my mom breakfast in 
bed. Then we usually play games and relax all day. Once 
it starts getting around dinner time or we get hungry, 
we go out for dinner , mom’s choice. Then we will either 
rent a movie or go see a movie. Once we are done with 
that, we relax the rest of the day. I love my mom and I’m 
so grateful for all that she has done. Don’t forget to tell 
your mom, “Thank you mom!” for everything that she has 
done.   
Mariah Augustine Grade 7

Who is a woman you admire in your life? I look up to 
Lauren Riihimaki. She is a You-Tuber who enjoys doing DIY 
projects on her channel. Her YouTube channel is LaurDiy. 
She wants everyone that watches her to be positive, brave 
and happy. Lauren is from Toronto, Canada. Her all- time 
favorite thing to make are stuffed animals. She is 22 years 
old and has a boyfriend named Alex Wassabi. He also 
has a YouTube channel named Wassabi Productions.  Her 
favorite quote is “Everything happens for a reason.” 
She has five million subscribers. She does challenge 
videos, v-logs and project tutorials. Lauren suffers from 
anxiety and depression, but she still stays positive. She 
loves collecting stuffed animals. She says for some reason 
I like to talk to them, they keep me comfortable. Lauren 
now lives in LA and strives to keep her YouTube channel 
growing. 
Hannah Fitzpatrick    Grade 7

Mother’s Day to me means a lot because without my mom 
I don’t know what I would do. My mom does a lot for me 
like helping me with homework and teaching me how to 

cook and clean.  What I love about my mom is that she 
is always looking out for me and the rest of my family. 
Without her I wouldn’t be the person I am today.   She 
inspires me to be a better person and help others even 
though I may not want to.  She loves and takes care of 
me when I need it. She is a great role model for me and 
others.
So how can you show you love your mom? On Mother’s 
Day you can make her a great breakfast and if you do 
chores, do them without her asking you. You could also 
make her a card or draw something. I know that my mom 
would love for me to do this for her.  The best thing I like 
to do with my mom is bake. I love baking especially with 
my mom because we have so much fun.  The best part 
of hanging out with my mom is that every time we do we 
grow closer. My mom means a lot to me and I love her 
and everything she does for me. So happy Mother’s Day 
to all the mothers out there!    
Laynee Lehmann  Grade 7   

As you probably know, Mother’s Day is coming up soon. 
It’s the day where we can really show our appreciation 
for our moms. I mean, you should show your appreciation 
for your mom every day, but they’re so important that they 
definitely deserve a day completely dedicated to them. 
They do so much for us, and I’m sure most of you wouldn’t 
know what to do without your mom. I hope that you really 
show your love for your mom every day.
My mom is one of the most important people in my life. 
I know it’s not really an original thing to say, but I really 
don’t know what I’d do without her. She does so much 
for my family and me from making amazing meals for us, 
to helping me feel better when I’m sad or stressed out. I 
wanted to write this so all moms would know how much 
we all need them. I love you mom, and I hope you always 
know that.   
Lily Graham  Grade 7
May is the day.

Where kids are done with school.
They get to do basically anything they want.
This is so cool.
We only have this month. 
Until school is out.
When we come back,
Hopefully, we will have grown like a sprout.
But when we come back,
We will all be sad,
With a lot of difficult classes,
This is very bad.
As I keep waiting, 
For the summer days,
I will keep going to school,
And countdown to summer days.
So as you think of May,
Think of it with no stress.
When school is out,
We will be blessed.
Vinney Pomerson  Grade 7

Who do you admire for Mother’s Day? I admire my mom, 
she is amazing. She helps me with my homework and 
helps me with volleyball. She is a mom who pays the bills 
in my house and pays my tuition to go to this amazing 
school with my friends. For Mother’s Day I usually make 
breakfast for my mom and then I go to HyVee and get her 
flowers and a card with balloons.
For Mother’s Day I also call my Grandma and wish her 
a happy Mother’s Day, too! I thank her for being an 
amazing Grandma. Then my mom wishes her a happy 
Mother’s Day and says thank you for being the best mom 
ever. Then we go to her house and bring her flowers, a 
card, and chocolate, and then we go back to our house 
and settle in for a movie and enjoy the rest of the day. 
And no one can replace my mom ever, and I love her 
so much. Thanks for being there for me, mom.   
Angelina Shaw  Grade 6
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Written in 1876, this book about a young boy growing up along the 
Mississippi River if full of adventure, mischief, wit and wisdom.

Tom is full of fun, adventure 
and imagination. Sometimes these 

___________ are useful 
and sometimes they get him 

in _____________.

One day, he plays hooky from 
school and gets his clothes dirty in 

a __________. As punishment, 
Tom has to whitewash a fence. 

Tom soon ____________ out how 
to trick his friends into 

whitewashing the fence for him by 
making the ____________ job 

seem like a lot of fun!

In the book, Tom falls for the new girl in town, Becky Thatcher. He talks her into getting “engaged” to him. At first she likes the idea and agrees. But, then, something happens to change her mind.
Replace the missing vowels to find out why Becky ended her “engagement” to Tom.

Unscramble the letters to discover what Tom gave Becky as an engagement gift.

T_m  h_s  b_ _n 
“_ng_g_d”  t_   _n_th_r 

g_rl  n_m_d  Amy.

Schoolmaster Dobbins challenged 
Tom to spell every state in the union. 

What was Tom’s answer?

 To find out, write the letter of the alphabet 
that comes before each letter below.

F W F S Z T U B U F

J O U I F

V O J P O

Tom and his friend Huck and Joe run 
away to an island to become pirates. They 
stay away so long that the townspeople 
think they have drowned in the river. 
Imagine the surprise and joy when the 
boys show up at their own funerals!
Standards Link: Visual Arts: Know how subject matter, 
symbols and ideas are used to communicate meaning.
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Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

Standards Link: Investigation: Find similarities and differences in common objects.

ADVENTURES
THATCHER
ENGAGED
WHITEWASH
HOOKY
PIRATE
ESCAPE
CRIME
WITNESSES
CAVE
BECKY
TOM
DOBBINS
UNION
SKIP
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Tom witnesses a horrible crime one night in 
a graveyard. Read The Adventures of Tom 

Sawyer to find out what he saw.

Mother’s Day is coming up. Will you get your mom a 
gift? I will buy some flowers or a box of chocolate. I 
might write a small note telling her how much I love her 
and Happy Mother’s Day. I might pen a poem that came 
from my heart. Some children don’t have mothers so they 
admire another female in their lives and they could do 
the same for her. Before Mother’s Day, my siblings and I 
go out and buy presents for my mom like a small angel 
statue or flowers. Every Mother’s Day, we have the same 
tradition. The morning of Mother’s Day, we get up and 
say Happy Mother’s Day to our mom then we go get the 
presents while she’s getting her coffee. After she opens 
her gifts, we talk and laugh and later that day we take her 
to dinner. Then we go to the cemetery for her mom and 
give her mom flowers. Then we go home and at about 
9:45 p.m. we tell her goodnight and Happy Mother’s Day 
again.  On Mother’s Day, we also go to our dad’s mom’s 
house with gifts for her. Sometimes we go there in the 
morning to eat brunch and open presents. She loves them. 
What are you going to do for Mother’s Day? 
Liz Bracht   Grade 6

Mother’s Day is a big  day. Mother’s Day is a day where 
you thank your mother for everything she has done for 
you. I admire my mom and my two grandmas. They are 
very nice, kind, and outgoing. They help people with 
whatever they need help with.            
One time on Mother’s Day my sister Lilly, my mom, and 
I were with my grandma buying dresses in Omaha. We 
were looking everywhere like Von Maur and Dillards. 
When we were at Dillards, we found a really pretty gold 
and silver dress. My mom grabbed a size 8 dress. While 
my mom was trying that on, my sister Lilly said, “Why is 
mommy trying on my size of dress?” Then we all started 
to laugh. After my mom tried on the dress, she ended up 
ordering a different size because that one was too big. 
Isabella Wooten  Grade 6

I love spring. It starts to get warm and the snow melts. In 
spring we celebrate Easter, Mother’s Day, and my mom’s 
birthday. The best spring was in 2014. For Easter our 
parents got us a puppy! We named him Lucky. He was 
little and curious. Someone bought him but then changed 
their mind so my parents got him. He would chase our 
shoelaces and run around. He tried to go outside and 
walked right into the glass door! We have a raised eating 
tray for our other dog and he would jump up and drink 
out of it. Now he is three years old and is 80 pounds. 
He still thinks he can lay on us, though. That was the best 
spring ever.         
 Carson Moyer     
There are many women in our life who are amazing and 
that is why we should tell all of them thank you. But, I 
want to recognize two women in my life who are great 
people. They are my Mom and Grandma. I have looked 
up to them my whole life.  I am so thankful to have people 
like them in my life. I hope you have someone in your life 
like them. If you do, do you ever say thank you to them? 
You should tell them you are thankful because that is the 
biggest gift of all. 
Mother’s Day is important to so many women, and most 
just want a thank you or an” I love you.” You can get 
them other things, like gifts, but just saying thank you can 
make their whole day and make them so proud to be your 
mom, grandma, aunt, teacher, or any other woman in 
your life. So on Mother’s Day tell some special women in 
your life thank you for all they have done.
Jayden Pelster   Grade 7 
Mother’s Day is a day to celebrate your mom and how 
great she is! It is a day to show her how much you 
love her. You can buy her flowers, jewelry, and a card. 
My mom is kind, loving, and understanding. She does 
everything for me. She always makes me laugh. She is 

my favorite! I love spending time with her. When I am 
sad she always makes me feel better by just being with 
me. I love her so much! She is an awesome person to 
be around. Everyone always wants to be around her 
because she is so lively and happy. She takes care of 
four kids and my dad who is a kid himself. She always 
takes care of everything, like if we are running late and 
we need a snack and drink because we are watching a 
movie at school, she always finds a way to get us there. 
She is always making sure we all get to where we need 
to be going and makes sure we have what we need, 
like dropping off a Gatorade to my brother at baseball 
practice, then dropping my sister off at volleyball practice, 
and then taking me to my doctor’s appointments; she is 
always busy. When I ask her how hard it is to be parent 
or how tired she must be, she always says, “If I wasn’t a 
mom then I would have nothing to do; when you have 
kids there is always something new.” Whether it’s a 
dentist appointment, a game, or school event my mom is 
always sure we get there and are taken care of. I always 
know that my mom is there for me. No matter how old I 
am, I will always need my mom.  No kind of flower, no 
candy, no card, no necklace, no purse, or any kind of 
present can show how special my mom is and how much 
I appreciate her. 
Briley Logan  Mater Dei Grade 6

Do you enjoy Mother’s Day? Mother’s Day is one day in 
the year where you should do something extra special for 
your mom. It’s a day where everyone in the world honors 
mothers. Mother’s Day this year is on May 14th. I think we 
should do something special for our mothers every day. 
Not just one day of the year.
In 1914, Woodrow Wilson started Mother’s Day. He 
started in on the second Sunday in May. Mother’s Day is 
a day of celebration of the mothers and how much work 
they do for their children. I believe that people couldn’t 
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live without their mothers. People need their mothers for 
the tough times they will have in their life. This Mother’s 
Day, I challenge you to do something super special for 
your mom.
Ireland Uhl  Mater Dei Grade 7

Do you have a woman in your life that you greatly 
admire? Well, I have a woman that I greatly admire and 
I’m going to tell you about her and why I admire her. 
The woman I admire is my mom, Mandi. My mom is the 
most caring, fun and loving person you will ever meet. I 
know a lot of you are thinking “Everyone says that about 
their mom”, but I really mean it when I say she is the most 
caring, fun and loving person you will ever meet.
The reason I admire my mom is because she does things 
and doesn’t think about herself. My mom devotes her 
life to her family and does anything to take care of us. 
Another reason I admire her is every time we stop at a 
stop light and there is a homeless person, she always rolls 
down the window and gives them either money or food. 
She always told me, “it’s not my place to judge what they 
use the money on, all you can do is give them the money 
and hope for the best.” My mom always teaches me these 
valuable lessons to be a better person. I think my mom is 
beautiful inside and out. 
Bailey Logan                    Mater Dei          Grade 7    

Have you thanked your mother for everything she has 
done lately? Well, if you haven’t thanked her lately, 
Mother’s Day is coming up on May 14th! Mother’s Day is 
a day to honor mothers of a family. This is a celebration 
that is celebrated worldwide and is observed by about 
40+ countries. The date of Mother’s Day varies per 
country, but it is most commonly in the months of March or 
May. In the United States the celebration of Mother’s Day 
began in the early 20th century. 
Mother’s Day is more than just a thank you card or a 
greeting card; it is a day to show your mom a little extra 
love and attention. All of our mothers work so hard every 
day. Our moms probably wake us up every morning, go 
to work to help pay for us to go to school, come home 
and cook us dinner, and are always there for you when 
you need her. Without our moms we would not be here 
today because our moms are the ones who gave birth to 
us.
Anna Fenton  Mater Dei Grade 7

It was near my birthday when my mom thought it would 
be funny to surprise me with the biggest gift yet. It was 
the day before my birthday, a nice summer day, but yet I 
thought I would just get a regular birthday present. I was 
wrong. My mom and Mrs. Laurie set up this whole skit so 
that I could get my present.
My mom called me one day and said that we needed to 

go to the school to sign papers so I could ride the bus. So 
I said sure I’ll come with you. When we got there, we got 
out of the car and went to the front desk. My mom went in 
the back room where she was getting the papers but she 
was really getting my present. Well, Ms. Fischer just got a 
puppy that I really wanted and my mom knew it. Then a 
minute later my mom comes out with the cutest puppy. At 
first I was like, is this mine? But I was also like, this is not 
happening! Once he was in my arms, I dropped on the 
floor and cried and held him. When I was done crying, I 
named him and to this day he remains Cruiser Cramer.
Madilyn Cramer  Mater Dei Grade 7

Do you honor your mom on the day of the year that 
you should honor her the most? On Mother’s Day, you 
should help your mom do anything and honor her even 
more than you already do. You should always honor you 
mother but on Mother’s Day, you should do it one hundred 
times more. You should get her flowers and make her 
breakfast in bed. You shouldn’t have to do things when 
she asks you to; you should just do it before she asks .
Your mom does everything for you. She cleans, does 
laundry, makes dinner, and many more things to take care 
of our family. My mom does a lot of things for me and 
my family. I couldn’t ask for a better mom. I hope you can 
honor your mom as much as I honor mine on this glorious 
day.
Kyle Martin  Mater Dei Grade 7

SPRING!!! Flowers, rain showers, and warm weather 
perfectly describes spring. Spring is one of my favorite 
seasons; it is so cheerful, bright and happy. When spring 
arrives so many good things come with it! Once spring 
is here that means we get spring break and we can 
celebrate Easter! Also it means that summer is just around 
the corner and we will get summer break!  We get to 
play outside in the warm weather and we can get out 
all of our shorts and tank tops for spring.  I love how in 
spring everything is so bright, the grass turns green, the 
trees grow leaves and the buds start to bloom into bright 
colorful flowers.  Everything seems so full of life in spring 
and also it means Mother’s Day is coming up!
I love Mother’s Day because we get to honor someone 
who cares for us! I think Mother’s Day is such an 
important holiday because it is a day to be thankful and 
grateful for our mothers.  Our moms do so much for us 
and they deserve to be honored for the whole day and 
we should appreciate our mothers more often.  May Day 
is also in spring and that is a day where we can give fun 
May Day baskets to our friends, families and neighbors! I 
think spring is fun and joyful and I look forward to it every 
year!   
Makenzie Solma  Mater Dei Grade 8

All around you, flowers are sprouting up as you walk 
down the sidewalk. Kids are outside playing baseball 
or football while their parents or grandparents tend to 
a garden. The grass is regaining its greenish hue after 
months of harsh cold and snow. Trees are budding with 
blossoms of all kinds getting ready to sprout. The sun 
is shining, giving to all sorts of plants and wildlife. You 
watch as a squirrel scurries by carrying a mouthful of 
acorns back to its home to replenish its supply from the 
winter months. A soft spring breeze brushes past you, 
carrying the smell of mowed lawns and wet pavement 
with it.  You can still see the sheen of the dew and rain on 
the grass and leaves.
Gargantuan white, fluffy clouds pass by overhead, 
occasionally blocking out the sun before passing on 
again and letting the sun’s rays leak through onto the 
land below. You hear the laughter of children playing in 
puddles of water and mud left behind by the previous 
night’s storm. The hum of a lawnmower reaches your 
ear, and you see multiple people taking advantage of 
the pleasant weather and mowing their lawns. You look 
up to see a flock of geese flying north into the warm 
spring weather. Kids in multicolored swimsuits run through 
sprinklers on their front lawns. Their parents and older 
siblings hang back in the shade of their front porch, some 
drinking a can of pop or a glass of lemonade. You take 
a deep breath and smell the fresh, spring air. As you run 
up the stairs to your front porch, you take one last look 
behind you. “Yup,” you think, “Spring at last.” 
Rachel Bertrand  Mater Dei Grade 8

What is your favorite season of the year? Mine is spring; it 
is just such a great time of the year. One of the reasons is 
because of the saying, “April showers bring May flowers.” 
This common saying means all of the flowers come out in 
May. Spring is a time of growth, everywhere you look is 
a new flower blossoming out of the ground. Spring is the 
perfect time to be outside; the reason I say this is because 
it is a mixture of not too hot and not too cold. If you like 
flowers or vegetables than you will love spring! Spring 
is the perfect time of the year to start planting things like 
flowers and vegetables. Another reason is because of 
the story I am about to tell you! One year many years 
ago my family went up to my grandparent’s house. They 
live on a lake in Wisconsin, I love when we go up there; 
it’s so much fun! When we were up there, my grandma’s 
neighbor’s family was also up there. They brought up a 
boat and invited me to go on it with them. It was really 
fun but they also had a tube which you could ride on. It 
wasn’t one where you go slow and stay on, but one where 
you’re supposed to fly off; it was also a three person tube. 
When it was our turn, (the neighbor’s had family and 
some of them were around my age so I went with them) I 
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was surprised how fast and how hard he turned when he 
started. It was a challenge to stay on but a fun one. One 
of the ways I fell off was the boat stopped really fast so I 
went toward the front of the tube! Not realizing I fell off, 
the driver ran me over with the tube. It happened so fast, 
but I was all right.  
Joe Adams Mater Dei  Grade 8

April showers bring May flowers! The cold, ominous, chilly 
winter season is over; let’s show some spring cheer! I’m so 
excited to have the sun’s warmth back; even if my birthday 
is in   day. You can finally ride your bike, run in the sun 
across the green grass, or fly a kite high in the sky when 
it’s windy. The leaves grow back on the barren trees, and 
the gardens get replanted for fresh foods. People pull up 
the dead flowers and plant beautiful new ones. Spring 
and summer are like a fresh start after the cold harsh 
winter.
The spring is one of the most colorful seasons and the 
most active as well. You see all the colors of the trees and 
flowers and people. People start getting out more when 
it’s nice, because we no longer have to play in the cold 
in giant mounds of winter clothes. It’s now vacation time 
as well, where people pack up their stuff and go to exotic 
places. People go to these places to relax in the sun and 
enjoy the water. Or people pack up their stuff and camp 
out in the woods, and wake up to birds chirping and the 
sound of natural waterfalls nearby.   
Jack Van Holland 
Ms. Jungers’ Kindergarten class at Hunt Elementary 
have special women in their lives!
I admire my sister because she is nice to me. Raul P.
I admire my older sister because she is really nice and 
doesn’t yell at me that much. Bentley T.
I admire my cousin because she is really nice. Levi C.
I admire my older sister because she buys Legos for me. 
Nam N.

Mrs. Roder’s Third Grade students at Lawton-Bronson 
admire some wonderful women!
I admire my Gramma because she takes me to Dairy 
Queen every Wednesday. She also is going to take me to 
piano lessons.  Riley L.

I admire my teacher Mrs. Roder. She is a funny teacher. 
She always helps us learn in lots of ways. She always is a 
nice woman and very caring. She lets us have lots of fun.  
Kylee B.

I admire my Aunt Caren because she is really nice to me 
and other people. I want to be like her someday because 
she is a guidance counselor so she is expected to do the 
right thing. And I like doing the right thing.    
Leah C. 

I admire my Aunt Jenna because she plays games with 
my brother and me. She always takes us to the zoo, the 
museum, and to her boyfriend’s family farm. Amiyah D.

I admire Babette because she was so helpful to everyone 
in Bronson. She made food for homeless people. She also 
loved reading, and I love reading too. Paige L.

I admire my teacher Mrs Roder because she helps us 
learn. Mrs. Roder is also funny. She helps us do things 
when we don’t know how.  Trishelle M.

I admire my grandma because she is really nice and she 
helps me a lot with stuff. Once, I wasn’t feeling good and 
she came over and played games with me.  Lane M.

I admire my neighbor Brenda. She seems almost like my 
grandma. She always gives me treats when I go to her 
house.  Carmon R.  
In Mrs. McNaughton’s Second Grade class at Perry 
Creek, many special folk are admired!
I admire my grandma because she hangs out with us.  
First of all, I admire her because she gives us old stuff!  
Also, because she is fun.  Finally, because she takes us to 
different places.  That is why my grandma is awesome!  
Brecken S.

I admire my cousin because she is older than me.  I like 
her just the way she is because she is nice to me.  I like it 
when we play tag and I am always it.  As you can see, I 
like my cousin, Brooklyn. Khloe L.

I know I love my Nana Emily because she is very nice.  
To start with, she loves the cat Leo, even when she really 
wants to “kill”  him.  Also, when my mom is at work on the 
weekends, she takes care of me.  Lastly, she is really nice 
because she is always in a good mood.  That’s 
why Nana Emily is so important to me. Nicholas B.

I really admire Maynel.  The first reason I admire Maynel 
is that she taught me how to ride a bike.  Also, she is so 
nice to me.  Last, she is one of my favorite babysitters.  
That is why I admire my babysitter, Maynel. Earl P.

The woman I admire is Ashley because she is great!  To 
start, Ashely is nice and playful and she is kind.  Also, 
Ashley likes making videos because she has sleepovers 
with me.  Finally, she is nice because she likes to play.  As 
you can see, Ashley is nice when she is with me.   
Sophia H.

The woman I admire is my Grandma Suzie.  First, she 
always used to play games with us.  Second, when I 
was four, she gave me a unicorn named Mystick.  I still 
have Mystick today.  Third, when she died, she gave me 
a bracelet that has a heart on one side and an “H” on 
the other side.  That is why I admire my Grandma Suzie. 
Hayden E.

I think my teacher, Mrs. McNaughton, is great.  I admire 
her.  First, my teacher gives me lessons because lessons 
make me smarter.  Also, she’ll give me tests because 
that is a review of the lessons.  Finally, she will make me 
the smartest.  As you can see, I’m happy that I love this 
teacher. Cody

I admire my babysitter Carly.  First, I don’t like to play 
boxing with her because she always wins.  Second, she 
loves to play with us because we are fun.  Last, she loves 
to play on my Wii because there is boxing.  As you can 
see, I love my babysitter Carly. Emma B.

I admire my piano teacher.  Her name is Rachel.  I admire 
her when she laughs with me.  My second reason is when 
she helps me play the piano, it’s fun.  Finally, the last 
reason I admire her is she makes me laugh.  That is why I 
admire her and I can’t wait to see her again.     
Megan G.

I admire my great grandma for many different reasons.  
First of all, she is nice.  She lets me run upstairs.  She is so 
nice she lets me play with all of her toys.  I admire her too, 
because she is a great cook.  As you can see, I admire my 
great grandma. Harper

My favorite person to admire is my friend Khloe.  First of 
all, Khole is admirable because she helps me with iron 

beads.  Second, Khole is my admired person because she 
makes her hair look nice.  Finally, I admire her because 
she plays with me.  As you can tell I admire Khloe very 
much!  The end by Andrew Kling

My grandma is adored by me because she lets me do 
whatever I want..sometimes.  First of all, she is quite 
lovely…because she takes me to the ballpark.  Also, she 
gives me a lot of candy and because she has the word 
“grand”.  Last, I  think that grandmas are nice because 
they do just about anything you want.  As you can see, 
you should always just love your grandma. Ryker

I really admire my TK teacher Mrs. Klave because she has 
a beautiful singing voice.  She is really nice to kids like 
me over three years ago.  Lastly, I admire her because 
she knows just exactly the right thing to say.  That is why I 
admire Mrs. Klave. Grace

I admire my teacher Mrs. McNaughton for many different 
reasons.  First of all, she is a good teacher because she 
speaks clearly!  Also, she is very patient.  Last of all, 
Mrs. McNaughton is a good teacher because she is 
caring.  That is why I especially admire my teacher, Mrs. 
McNaughton. Claire

I admire my grandma because she is funny, cool, and fun.  
Sometimes she takes my cousin and I to the movies!  She 
also takes us to DQ.  (They have some good stuff there!)  
As you can see, I love my grandma. Giovanni V.

The woman I admire is my cousin Grace.  The first reason 
I admire her is that she is nice.  The second reason is that 
she is willing to give us stuff.  Finally, in any game, she 
would always let us go first.  As you can see, I totally love 
my cousin Grace. Reese R. 

I admire my Grandma Jo.  The reason I admire her is 
because she comes to my house when I am ill.  Also, I 
love my grandma because she bought me a snowboard.  I 
love my grandma just because…well, you can see…I love 
my grandma. Declan M.

Third Grade Students in Mrs. Ortegren’s Class at 
Hinton admire some special folks!
I admire my grandma because she is a missionary. She 
goes and sees kids and helps them. I would love to be 
like her when I grow up. I love taking trips and being 
with kids, but I would want to do it with my grandma. 
She also donates food to the children. She loves God, 
children, and me! She is the best grandma in the world! 
My grandma doesn’t just love the kids, but she loves the 
parents, too. She gives the parents recipes to eat healthy 
at home and around the world. And that’s my grandma! 
Hailie F.

I admire my teacher, Mrs. Ortegren because she does fun 
stuff with us. She gives us candy, and sometimes we get 
free time and we can play with stuffed animals. She is so 
awesome I love her so much as a teacher. Kylie C.

A woman I admire is Mrs. Ortegren. The reason I admire 
her is because my teacher is nice to all of my classmates. 
She helps anyone who might be falling behind in a 
subject. Mrs. Ortegren is nice to all of the other teachers, 
too! I never ever in my whole life want this year to end. 
Mrs. Ortegren teaches us new things every day. She is 
kind, too. Mrs. Ortegren is the best!  Afton M.

I admire my mom. She is very pretty and watches out, 
looks after, and takes care of my dad, my siblings, and 
me.  Addy O.

MOTHER’S DAY
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Standards Link: Life Science: Animals have different features that help them survive in different environments.

     lligators and crocodiles 
       look a lot alike. They 
are both reptiles 
from the order 
of animals 
named 
Crocodylia.
But there 
are ways
to tell 
them 
apart—
from a 
safe distance, 
of course!

On crocodiles, 
some of the bottom 

teeth stick up 
when their mouths 

are closed, as 
shown here.

Crocodiles 
swallow 

stones to help 
them digest 
their food. 

Don’t bother 
trying to outrun 
a crocodile or 
an alligator. 
They have a 
swimming 

speed of 20 
miles per hour 
and a running 
speed of 11 

miles per hour 
for short 

distances. 

The top row of 
teeth on alligators 
are visible when 
their mouths are 

closed.

From above, an 
alligator’s snout is 

U-shaped.

A crocodile’s 
snout is 

V-shaped.

They’re potentially dangerous animals to 
humans. And they’re carnivores so they 
will catch and eat almost any creature. 
They don’t chew and swallow, they just 
tear off chunks and swallow whole.

But humans are also dangerous to these  
    creatures.  
    Habitat  
    destruction  
    and over- 
    hunting have  
    made these  
    ancient  
    reptiles  
    endangered
    species.

That rocks!

Circle every 
other letter 
for the 
surprising 
answer!

How do alligators and 
crocodiles sweat?

TSHNERYPSDWMEJ
ADTHTVHFRGOHUS
GQHPTSHBEMIKRS 

MTOPULTWHVSC
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ANSWER:

An investigator!

Standards Link: Life Science: Animals 
have different features that help them 
survive in different environments.

Use the secret code!

             The largest recorded alligator: 
                          feet long.

  The largest recorded crocodile:              feet long.

 Alligators have             to             teeth. They grow new 
ones to replace broken teeth. One alligator can have as many 
as                           teeth in a lifetime!

Crocs can stay underwater for              to               
minutes. They close their nostrils when they 
swim underwater.
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Langston Saint,  
a Creative and Honest Voice 
for the Future
Langston Saint is a fourth grade 
student at Loess Hills elementary 
school in Sioux City.  At only nine 
years of age, he has developed quite 
a following as a semi-professional 
orator who specializes in political 
and current issue debates.  We were 
lucky enough to hear Langston at 
the Siouxland Community Coalition 
Earth Day Rally in Cook Park on April 
22nd.  Langston shared his thoughts 
about the importance of public 
education and creative teachers 
staying in the classroom.  Langston assisted Kid Scoop News Siouxland during the 
Siouxland Public Media April Friendraiser along with Brianna Martinez, a current 
feature reporter for Kid Scoop News Siouxland.

This summer, Mark Munger, General Manager of Siouxland Public Media and 
Jeanette Hopkins, Educational Coordinator for Kid Scoop News will organize 
a team of students who will be writing and producing materials for a summer 
student radio program.  We are excited at Kid Scoop News to see how literacy 
takes on a whole new dimension and that the students again experience real life 
challenges while learning.  Definitely a strong sense of place project!
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LANGSTON SAINT  LOESS HILLS  
4TH GRADE STUDENT
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Limerick Day celebrates the birthday of writer Edward 
Lear (1812–1888). It also, of course, celebrates the poem 
form popularized by Lear in his 1846 Book of Nonsense.*

Maria R., a Kid Scoop reader, sent us this limerick:

Fill in the blanks with words that rhyme, limerick style. 
That means, line 1, 2 and 5 end in words that rhyme. 
Lines 3 and 4 end in words that rhyme.

*Actually someone else invented them, but Edward Lear made them popular.

There was a strange dog from _______________

Who __________________________________

A man who was passing

Said, “Excuse me for asking,

But  ___________________________________ ?”

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

There was a new teacher from _______________

Who __________________________________

The janitor came in

And said __________________________

________________________________________ ?”

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

A limerick is a funny verse or poem that has five lines. The last word in 
each of the first two lines rhyme with the last word in the fifth line. The 
third and fourth lines rhyme. Lines 1, 2 and 5 of a limerick have seven 
to ten syllables. Lines 3 and 4 have five to seven syllables.
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Write each of these words on a piece 
of card stock or index card. 

Place all 20 cards face down and play 
the game of Concentration. 

Take turns and turn over two cards at a 
time. If the two words don’t rhyme, 
turn the cards back over.

If you find a match, keep those two 
cards. If your opponent finds a match, 
they keep the cards.

The person who finds the most pairs 
wins.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow 
multiple-step written directions.

Tchaikovsky Discovers America with Roger Anderson
This past month, three feature reporters from Kid Scoop News interviewed Mr. Roger Anderson, who played our beloved Tchaikovsky in “Tchaikovsky 
Discovers America”, and we learned a little background knowledge of him and how he got to where he is today.
He was born and raised in Sioux City, Iowa. He went to Washington Elementary in Morningside and graduated from East High in 1973. He 
feels very lucky to have grown up in such a musically talented community. Mr. Anderson had formal training at Iowa State. “I was going to be a 
veterinarian, but then I got into speech pathology”, he said. His parents had always told him to have “something to fall back on…”  He has never 
regretted having degrees in Speech Pathology and he has been able to perform and work with students throughout his life.
Mr. Anderson told us how he got the title role in “Tchaikovsky Discovers America”. “I got it by picking up the phone”, he said. He explained that 
networking is a very important part of the job.  Roger had worked in musical theatre with the creative director and he knew of the joy of performing 
for children.  He said it was important to meet people, know people and hope that you stand out in some way.  Paul Pement of Classical Kids knew 
his work and decided that he would be perfect for the role and the rest is history!

The Symphony/Play of “Tchaikovsky Discovers America” was actually based on true events. We asked Mr. Anderson about the history behind “Tchaikovsky Discovers America”, and 
he said, “The story begins with Tchaikovsky arriving at Carnegie Hall in 1891, and while he was performing, there were construction noises disturbing his performance. So, he just 
walked out in the middle of it.”
We  learned that the troupe is performing “Tchaikovsky Discovers America” three times in different cities. Our city is one of those very lucky cities to have witnessed such a lively, 
interactive, family-friendly experience, and the best part about it is that it was free to the public. Anyone could have attended the masterpiece!
We asked Mr. Anderson what he thinks of our lovely Orpheum Theatre, and he said, “Actually, since I lived here before, I have been to The Orpheum many times since I was little. 
In fact, I saw a lot of major movies there, for instance, Fantasia. From what I remember, it was such a beautiful theater.” We believe that Mr. Anderson is in for a treat when he sees 
the renovation of our beautiful Orpheum!
We asked if he had anyone who inspired him to leading him to such success, and he said, “I’ve never had anyone I looked up to as much as my choir directors and teachers from 
East High.” He had the chance to be in many plays, and he thought growing up in Sioux City was such a wonderful opportunity.

We told Mr. Anderson that we were looking forward to the performance and wanted to wish him well. We also asked him what his “biggest thrill” is, 
and he gave some good advice for budding artists out there: “The biggest thrill for me is when a student come to something like this, it might change 
their way of life. They might fall in love with the dancing, the singing, the instruments, and sound.” We thanked Mr. Anderson for his time, and wished 
him luck!
Later, after being in the audience of such an incredible performance we definitely found ourselves falling in love with the dancing, the singing, the 
instruments, and the sound!
The Classical Kids Live presentation of  Tchaikovsky Discovers America  was performed at our own Orpheum Theatre on April 2.  Playing to a packed 
audience, Tchaikovsky and Jennie (the conductor’s daughter) mesmerized the young audience which amazed us.  Even the youngest in the crowd 
stopped crying, running, and fidgeting when the music began…a real tribute to the power of the arts in our lives.  A huge thank you goes to the staff 
with Siouxland Symphony, the Board of Directors and Jolly Time, Wells Blue Bunny and the Smith Legacy Fund for giving children the opportunity to 
experience classical music in a fun and exciting way.  The concert was free to the public and included music from-The Nutcracker, Sleeping Beauty, 
and Swan Lake.
Sophia Dreeszen and Cayden Martin  East Middle  Grade 7
Chloe McClure    North Middle  Grade 7
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childrens.sanfordhealth.org

call (605) 312-1000

300 Experts. 35 Specialties. 1 Call Away.
When they are healthy or when they need us most,  
Sanford Children’s is here for your family with the latest 
and most advanced services and treatment options. 

We offer:
•  The region’s only dedicated pediatric neurosurgeon
•  Lifesaving ECMO services, which allow the heart  

and lungs to rest and heal
•  The largest team of pediatricians in the regionClose to Home

How do we set our own precedent? How 
do we form the world into a state of 
utopia? The answer is simple, it starts with 
us. In very word we scream and song we 
sing, the future is structuring beneath our 
feet. Our decisions are the glue to hold 
or collapse. Fate is the looming shadow 
behind us, mimicking our every action. 
I want a world where people can be 
comfortable in their own skin. Where 
no one is scared for what they believe, 
their ethnicity, who they love, or who they 
are. To progress and evolve, we must 
remember one thing, equality is key.
To combine strength with another rather 
than weaken them holds greater power in 
our hands. If we stand as one, the world 
pulses as one. Our country shames an 
immigrant for having a job when they’ve 
worked so much harder than us to have it. 
They tell a man he can’t qualify for a job 
that he loves. We let society’s stereotypes 
lock us not break us free. I will unfurl my 
fists and wrap them around a sign of 
protest. I will use my voice to chant the 
voices of our people instead of curse them. 
I will crush discrimination into dust at the 
soles of my shoes. I’d die like a martyr 
so that the people after me live in a safer 
environment than in the violence that 
corrupts our nation. The future is in our 
hands to smash or hold.   
Angelia Sur South Sioux City 
Middle

High School essay contest winner, Ivan 
Redhorn , freshman student from 
Winnebago Public,  
It’s not the FUTURE that you’re afraid of, 
It’s repeating the past. 

The past has nothing new for you
If you want a little hint of your future, look 
at some of the people you hang out with. 
Do something today that your future self 
would be proud of. 
Help family and friends. 
Be a better person for your future so you 
can look back and see that you did well.
Don’t let the past get you.
Learn from it.
Learn to change—to show people how 
to change to make this world a little bit 
better.
People say it’s a cruel world, but one good 
heart is plenty…

Artist Brianna Martinez from Bishop 
Heelan High School captured this week’s 
theme in her presentation of unity 
and color.  Along with her visual arts 
presentation, we’ve included an excerpt 
from her artist reflection shared at the 
annual Tolerance Week dinner.

The artist theme this year was “You are 
the future..”  and when I thought about 
this topic it reminded me of last year’s 

theme. I was inspired to draw these hands 
and wrists to represent different cultures 
and people from last year’s theme.  I 
added the quote, “Why do we search 
for strength to stand alone when we 
can build strength by standing together” 
Together we will create a world where 
compassion and understanding stand 
strong.
 
When I look at the picture and 
added the quote I thought how 
future generations would need to be 
protected.   We need to stop being so 
isolated in this world, often thinking 
only of ourselves and we need to work 
together to make good things happen.  
Compassion and understanding must 
stand strong.

The hands symbolize that only together 
can we protect the heart of all people and 
without the “we”, meaning all cultures and 
countries , this will not happen.  Our future 
depends on cooperation.

The heart symbolizes all morals and values 
and everything “we” the people aspire 
to be.  Our future generations must hold 
those morals and values in our hands…
together, as all people and all cultures..
we should never forget what we have 
held dear to our hearts.  Compassion and 
understanding must stand strong.

My generation is the future and right 
now, all over the world  lives have been 
disrupted and challenged. We need to 
set aside our differences and embrace 
those ideas that will connect the world in 

positive 
ways….we need to treat each other 
as equals… tolerate…no accept……
NO celebrate our differences.  It is our 
differences that make us strong and our 
future possible.

It is my hope that in my lifetime, we all will 
find a way to know each other…and to 
create a worldwide community.  We need 
to find a better way to build  community 
and help others understand how the 
differences make us stronger….I am the 
future…we are the future. Compassion and 
understanding must stand strong.
Thank you.

Dr. Mike Rogers, East Middle School 
Principal was awarded the Tolerance 
Award for 2017.  Jerry and Kathy Weiner, 
whose foundation sponsors “Tolerance 
Week” events in Sioux City presented the 
award to Dr. Rogers. 

The Sioux City Tolerance Week activities began with the announcement of the winners for the annual art and essay contests.  In the middle school division, Jordyn 
Schubert designed her art to center around the possibilities and hope in our world.  Essay winner, Angelia Sur, an eighth grade student from South Sioux City Middle 
School considered a quote from Alexander Hamilton, the first treasure and founding father, “Those who stand for nothing fall for anything!”

Artist Brianna Martinez from  Bishop Heelan High School

TOLERANCE

Jordyn Schubert’s  
Hinton Middle School

 

In honor of Inge Auerbacher and the 15,000 children
who were imprisoned in Tererzin and  only one percent survived….
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We must speak out against evil and injustice.
Let us build bridges of understanding and love
to join mankind in every land.  My hope, my

wish, and prayer is for every child to grow up
in peace without hunger and prejudice.

Inge Auerbacher

Feature reporters from Kid Scoop News were honored to be able to visit with Inge 
Auerbacher, the last Jewish child born in Kippenheim, a village in South-Western Germany.  
Inge shared stories of her childhood, time in the Terezin, a German Ghetto camp, her time 
in a hospital for tuberculosis and her adult life as a chemist and author.  Inge Auerbacher 
is one of the most gracious and kind individuals we have met, and it was 
difficult to end the conversation.
Her early life began in the small village of Kippenheim, where 2,000 
people, both Jewish and Christian, lived and worked side by side.  Inge’s 
father had fought in WWI for Germany and received the Iron Cross, 
the highest battle award possible.  They were Jewish, a very patriotic 
German family, who had family members who had died for Germany in 
WWI.
We don’t believe we can do Inge’s story justice, and as she said, “Read 
my books.  I Am a Star and Beyond the Yellow Star to America  give 
such insights and description to Inge’s story,as an article seems too brief 
and less detailed than the stories.
Inge Auerbacher has gone from being a child, to child of war…
immigrant to the United States, chemist and world- renowned author 
and presenter in her life.  She has done post graduate work in biochemistry 
and worked for over 38 years as a chemist with prominent scientists in 
research and clinical work.  She quite simply is amazing.
Inge shared some of her writing and music with us.  The song, “We Shall 
Never Forget” was haunting, but also filled with hope, which is  
the message Inge wants all children to remember.
Our favorite part of the visit was being able to hold and see some very special 
artifacts that she has kept from the war time period.  It was unbelievably 
difficult and at the same time amazing to hold her transfer documents in our 
hands and to hold the yellow star required by the Nazis for her to wear…in 
our hands.  Inge talked of the doll she had in the camp and 
that very doll that is now in the Smithsonian Museum.  She 
told us the tale of being in line with her parents, recently 
separated from her grandparents, and waiting impatiently 
as a child would, to find out where they were going.
It was difficult for us to think about all she said and all she 
had done…and all that was done to her family. 
She left us with this advice, “A good person says…I will not 
stand for what is happening to my friends…”  She said that 
good people stand up for what is right, not what is popular 
or causing the fear among others.  We thought about what 
she said…that it holds true when it is at school, at home, 
or on the playground. It is hard to wake up every day and 
say that “I will do the right thing...,” but we are going to try.  
Inge Auerbacher is our hero.  She is the person we want to 
be like when we are older.

Anger and intolerance are the enemies of understanding.  Mohandas Ghandi 

Natalie Bousquet* West Middle  Grade 7       Interview Reporters
Mara Aesoph  North Middle  Grade 7
Chloe McClure  North Middle  Grade 7       Play and Dinner Attendees
Brianna Martinez Bishop Heelan High Grade 9
Isabel Martinez*  Holy Cross  Grade 7

(Natalie was a Community Theatre play member and Brianna won 
first place in the Tolerance Week art contest.)

TOLERANCE
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TOLERANCE
“Juanito and His Tales” Enjoyed by Siouxland in 2017!
Children of all ages enjoyed the performance at the Betty Strong Encounter Center on April 9.  Written and 
directed by Lorenzo Sandoval, a visiting Dimmit fellow at Morningside College, “Juanito and His Tales” draws 
on the textures and colors of Mexican folk tales.  The story opens with a very mischievous Juanito, a lively 
boy from a small Mexican village, being transformed into a toad by a village sorcerer for his pranks and 
ill-doings.  Juanito is very sad at the aspect of being a toad for the rest of his life so he calls on the magical 
skills of La Luna and El Sol….who give him hope of returning to his life as a boy.  The play assists children in 
understanding the importance of being who you are and compassion for those around you.
Children and adults were very taken by the acting and were pulled into the tale with questions from the actors 
and opportunities to respond.  A delightful and cultural- centered piece where one remembers how important 
it is to hand stories down from generation to generation.
Thank you, Mr. Sandoval for a wonderful experience into the world of Juanito.  
Performances were by Morningside College students and community actor, Bill McKenny.  Juanito was performed by Engels Perez 
Boscan of Caracas, Venezuela.

Faces of Siouxland Festival
More than 70 local organizations and vendors hosted informational and craft booths at the annual Faces of Siouxland Festival.  The 
Sioux City Human Rights Commission shares a reflection of our own region’s diversity and assists with the understanding needed in 
our lives today.  A few performances at the festival this year were:  La Perla Tapatia dancers from Irving Elementary, Mariachi Nuevo 
Guachinango, Native American Drummers, dancers from the Pho Mon Temple and the Mt.  Zion Baptist Church.  A performance of 
“Juanito and His Tales” by Lorenzo Sandoval was given in the afternoon.  Multicultural festivals such as Faces of Siouxland give us an occasion to share and understand 
the varied cultures of our community, to learn more about the traditions, the music, the foods and the arts of many different regions of the world.  We are a community of 
indigenous people and immigrants…a unique blend of people who have dedicated themselves to creating a strong ideal of how acceptance and understanding impacts 
all of us and how we need to celebrate our uniqueness. A special thank you to Karen Mackey, the staff and the members of the Human Rights’ Commission for hosting 
and sponsoring such an incredible event for Siouxland.

844 GORDON DR.
712.255.6891

LITERACY IS A GIFT  
THAT LASTS A LIFETIME.

CENTRAL 
Kitchen & Bath 

is a Proud Supporter  
of Siouxland Literacy!
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Each 
student 

selected a diversity quote from a list and 
shared how they interpreted the quote’s 
meaning.  Quote selections centered 
on the three terms and were difficult to 
arrange in any order.
Then came the tough part, we asked 
each student to think of a time that they 
were part of a situation where there was 
intolerance, discrimination, judgmental 
or bigoted behavior evident.  At first, 
each student was hesitant to share, not 
considering school or neighborhood 
issues, or things that they had seen in their 
own lives…but as examples came to light, 
the discussion broadened.
After the round table discussion the 
students were asked to describe the 
difference between the three terms again:  
tolerance, acceptance and understanding.  
The students were amazed at how much 
deeper their own experiences had played 
in understanding and also how much 
more they needed to learn to help them 
create a more global context.  As we all 
found, the terms or concepts can be used 
interchangeably .
Each student was asked to write a 
reflection/response to the activity and 
to share a few insights about how other 
students might begin to experience a 
deeper understanding of what those 
three terms mean…and how to create 
a more positive environment for talking 
about important issues such as tolerance, 
acceptance and understanding.  We 
hope this activity might be taken into 
the classroom, youth groups, and family 
discussions.

I learned a lot from our discussion 
about the difference between tolerance, 
accepting, and understanding. I had never 
really put much thought into these three 
topics. The difference between these is 
a little complicated to understand and 
everyone can have their own opinion 
about it.  After doing some research, I 
realized that these three ideas are kind of 
like building blocks. Tolerance is defined 
as a fair, objective, and permissive attitude 
toward those whose opinions, practices, 

race, religion, 
nationality, etc., 
differ from one’s 
own. Acceptance 
goes a step 
beyond tolerance 
and is where you 
begin to feel ok 
with the idea or 
person. You can 
tolerate something 
without accepting 
it, but you cannot 
accept something 
without tolerating it. Understanding is 
the third building block and goes a step 
beyond acceptance. This is defined as 
being sympathetically aware of other 
people’s feelings.  It is possible to tolerate 
or accept someone without understanding 
him or her. It is also possible to understand 
a culture or a person without acceptance, 
or even tolerance. 
I think that this topic is a little confusing, 
but is also really eye-opening. There are 
so many corrupt and unjust things in the 
world. If people would learn to accept 
and try to understand others, maybe we 
could solve some of our major problems 
in the school system and community. 
Bullying and jealousy are the first two 
problems that come to my mind in my 
personal life. If we as students could try 
to understand and accept the difference 
between people, maybe there would be 
less bullying, or maybe the teen suicide 
rate would go down. There are endless 
possibilities of what could be done if this 
topic was discussed more often. I think 
that it should be brought up in the school 
system. It could be a classroom discussion 
or a bell-ringer. It would get people talking 
and maybe change lives. 
Lexi Schweitzberger  
Sgt. Bluff-Luton  Grade 10

On the topic of tolerance, knowledge, 
and acceptance, I personally feel like 
not enough people know the difference. 
After discussing the three I have come 
away with this. There are the three levels, 
first tolerance, second knowledge, and 
than acceptance. Tolerance comes first, 

because if you tolerate something you 
can live with it but you don’t have to be 
involved with it or like it. After you tolerate 
something and get more comfortable with 
it you start learning more about it, this 
level is knowledge. At this stage you still 
do not have to accept it but you know 
enough about the topic to be able to make 
the choice to accept it or not. Finally, 
acceptance is after the subject is tolerated 
and explained to the individual or group 
who does not accept it. Acceptance is a 
combination of knowledge and tolerance 
because to accept something you cannot 
dislike it and you have to know enough 
about it to accept it.
Parker Bell    
North High School Grade 10

A topic that I could go on and on about 
would honestly have to be” bullying”.  
Bullying happens all around us and 
sometimes we notice it, sometimes we 
don’t. Sometimes we simply just ignore it. I 
personally understand what it is like to be 
bullied. Growing up, I’ve dealt with racial 
remarks, been body shamed, and I have 
even been bullied because I am a girl.
When I was younger, it just made me sad, 
I’ve cried my heart out because of it. But 
now, honestly, I have learned to tolerate 
it. I realized that it’ll always be around me 
and I can’t really do anything to change 
what those people say or do. 
This is what I notice around school, kids 
don’t really react to getting bullied much 
anymore. Racial slurs became “okay” and 
people brush it off. When someone is 
being bullied in any way or form, others 
just walk away from it. Sometimes, I 
wonder what goes on in the victim’s mind. 
“Are you tolerating it, or do you simply 
don’t care?” Though I say I understand, I 
will never fully understand. I can give both 
sympathy and empathy, but sometimes that 
isn’t enough to understand. 
I remember in middle school we talked 
about tolerance, acceptance and 
understanding a couple times. I remember 
the majority of my classmates never took it 
seriously. They joked about the topics like 
bullying. They mocked the examples of the 
kids being bullied. Nobody ever seemed 

to try and understand. I never understood 
that. Talking to two other peers about this 
was kind of an eye opener, to have more 
people who understand but don’t really 
know how to react. It was really nice to just 
listen to what others had to say.
 I’ve asked some teachers at my school 
what they think tolerance, acceptance and 
understanding means. One responded 
with “tolerance is something you live 
with, with no further thought or action. 
Acceptance is something you take in 
and give positive feedback.” He didn’t 
really know how to put understanding 
into words, and I then proceeded to ask, 
“Do you think that we teach this enough 
at school?” He responded with,” Since 
I cannot answer the question fully, I do 
not think we teach this enough.” I started 
to wonder after that. When growing up, 
you are told that bullying is no good. That 
you have to accept how others are, if you 
don’t want to accept it, than you tolerate 
it. It’s difficult to teach others to accept and 
understand another one’s feeling, but it’s 
less difficult to teach then to just learn to 
live with it. That’s what I see around my 
school, people tolerating the name calling, 
the racial slurs, etc. Tolerating bullying 
shouldn’t even be an option honestly, you 
shouldn’t have to deal with people calling 
you names, telling you that you are not 
worth something..…
Anna Nguyen    
North High School Grade 12

TOLERANCE
This past month, three students from area high schools met to discuss their understanding of the concept of 
“tolerance.”  They were given dictionary definitions for the terms tolerance, acceptance and understanding and 
asked how they interpreted the differences between the three ideas. The goal of the discussion was to have the 
students take a hard look at their own understanding of the terms and apply that understanding to how they 
value diversity and to share their thoughts about their own experiences and interpretations of diversity.

TOLERANCE: THE ABILITY OR WILLINGNESS TO TOLERATE SOMETHING, IN PARTICULAR THE EXISTENCE OF OPINIONS OR 
  BEHAVIOR THAT ONE DOES NOT NECESSARILY AGREE WITH.  THE ACT ALLOWING SOMETHING….

ACCEPTANCE: GENERAL AGREEMENT THAT SOMETHING IS SATISFACTORY OR RIGHT..THERE ARE LAWS
  THAT WE ACCEPT, BUT MAY NOT AGREE WITH…BUT THE RULE OF LAW IS RIGHT.

UNDERSTANDING:        SYMPATHETICALLY AWARE OF OTHER PEOPLE’S FEELINGS; TOLERANT AND FORGIVING
   A WILLINGNESS TO SHOW KIND OR FAVORABLE FEELINGS TOWARDS OTHERS

PARKER BELL & ANNA NGUYEN

LEXI 
SCHWEITZBERGER
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 lowns are actually acrobatic
  athletes. They have to fall, 
leap, roll and generally throw their bodies around 
and to do that and not get hurt, they need to be fit. 
Try these circus moves to get fit the Clown Way!

It’s important to stretch
before exercising. Kneel 
on all fours as shown.

Arch your back
slowly as far as
you can.
Then
stretch
your arms out, lower your head and extend one 
leg at a time out behind you. Now you’re ready 
to exercise!

Stand with your legs slightly 
apart and knees bent so you 
have a steady base.
 
Stretch out one hand with the 
palm facing up.
 
Use your other hand to place 
the object you’re balancing (a 
plastic ruler or cardboard tube 
or something light) on your 
outstretched palm. Position the 
object so it is standing up rather 
than lying flat on your hand. 
Remember to keep your eye 
on the top of the object 
the whole time, which is the 
trick to balancing things. 
Stretch out your free arm 
to help you keep your balance.

How long can you balance the 
object? Try balancing the object 
while walking 
around.

1. Sit on a chair. Place hands, with thumbs in, on the sides of the chair. 

2. Lift your body so that your hips are off the chair and your arms 
support you. 

3. Lower your hips, bend your arms and stretch your legs out in front 
of you. Then straighten your arms to push your body back up.

4. Do this dip 10 to 12 times.

The Extreme Dip: Cross your legs while doing the dip!
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Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

CLOWN
ACROBATIC
ATHLETES
STRETCH
BALANCE
HEALTHY
TRICK
MOVES
TWIST
BEND
LEAP
THROW
FLEX
WHOLE
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      his award-winning 
       book shows the 
joy of being fit 
combined with great 
information for kids on 
how their bodies work.

Fill in the missing 
vowels to reveal the 
title of this book. 
Then, check it out at 
your local library!

Kitchen Chemistry (Ages 5-8)
June 6, 13, 20, and 27, 9 a.m.-Noon
Every Tuesday in June, come to LaunchPAD and experience some delicious chemical reactions! We 
will experiment with everyday kitchen ingredients that will react to create our very own tasty lunches!

Digging Into Dirt: The Science in Soil (Ages 7-10)
June 14-15, 9 a.m.-Noon
Ag in the Classroom is providing hands on experiments and activities all related to soil.  Be 
prepared to get a little dirty!

Plan, Design, and Make in 3D! (Ages 8-12)
June 22-23, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Children will be able to plan, design, and make a 3-D object!  Children will learn the science behind 
a 3-D printer and will engineer their own design to create a unique work of art. LIMITED TO 6 
PARTICIPANTS

The Science of Superheroes (Ages 3-5)
July 11, 9 a.m.– Noon
Come to investigate the science of superheroes and learn why they have unique abilities!

The Science of Superheroes (Ages 6-8)
July 12-13, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Come to investigate the science of superheroes and learn why they have unique abilities!

Makerspaces (All ages)
Fridays in July, come and go from 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Show us your creativity as we tackle a different project each Friday! There will be a variety of 
projects for all to enjoy. Projects will be announced on LaunchPAD’s website and Facebook.  
*There is no advance registration necessary and will only have a small fee to cover the cost of 
supplies. 
 
Robotics Galore! (Ages 5-8)
July 24-28, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Iowa State Extension is partnering with LaunchPAD for the class Robotics Galore! Learn to program a 
variety of robots including Bee Bots, Dash & Dot, and Lego Robotics. 

Robotics Galore! (Ages 9-12)
July 31-August 4, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Iowa State Extension is partnering with LaunchPAD for the class Robotics Galore! Learn to program a 
variety of robots including Bee Bots, Dash & Dot, and Lego Robotics. 

SUMMER
CLASSES & CAMPS

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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      his award-winning 
       book shows the 
joy of being fit 
combined with great 
information for kids on 
how their bodies work.

Fill in the missing 
vowels to reveal the 
title of this book. 
Then, check it out at 
your local library! LaunchPAD Children’s Museum 

has an exciting line-up of classes 
and camps planned for summer 2017. 

Additional information and 
registration can be found on the 
education page at 
www.launchpadmuseum.com 
or call 712-224-2542.

SUMMER
for all ages at LaunchPAD!
CLASSES & CAMPS
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M A Y  2 0 1 7

There’s an old saying: “April showers bring May 
flowers.” How many of each kind of flower can 

you find on this page?

May 1st is a day 
of celebration 

around the world. 
One tradition is 

to secretly hang a 
basket of flowers 
on a neighbor’s 

doorknob.

Mother’s
Day

National Chocolate
Chip Day

List all of the 
different varieties 
of pets you can 

think of, then list 
all the things you 
would need if you 
owned those pets.
National Pet

Week Cinco de Mayo

National School
Nurse Day

National
Teacher’s Day

National Duck
Month

International
Museum Day

International
Salad Month

National Photo
Month

Put a line of tape 
on the floor and 
pretend to walk 
the tightrope.
Circus Day

This Canadian public 
holiday celebrates 

the birthday of 
Queen Victoria.

Victoria Day

This is a day of 
remembrance to 
honor those who 
died serving the 

country.

Memorial Day

Make a poster to 
draw attention to the 
dangers of smoking.

World No
Tobacco Day

These are the first 
fruits to ripen in 

the spring so get a 
bowl and enjoy!

National
Strawberry Month

National Missing
Children’s Day

Try something 
new in your salads: 

raisins, grapes, 
cranberries, 

sunflower seeds, 
or orange tidbits.

Have you read 
The Night at the 

Museum by Milan 
Trenc? Check it 

out at your library 
this week.

This is a great day 
to start a spring 
clean up of your 
room. Plan what 
you can achieve 
for each day of 

the week.

Cinco de Mayo
Look up recipes to 
prepare a Mexican 

dinner tonight.

Pretend you are a 
tour guide. Where 
would you take a 

visitor around 
your home town?

It’s Family Movie 
Night! Pop some 

popcorn and enjoy 
a movie at home.

Plan a family day. 
Go for a hike, 

have a marathon 
board-game day, 
or clean the attic 

together.

Look at old photos 
with your mom or 
dad. Ask them to 
tell you stories 

about your baby 
and toddler days. 

Make a card 
to thank your 
school nurse 

for all they do.

In today’s 
newspaper, 

see how many 
professions or 

jobs you can find 
mentioned. Is 

there mention of a 
career you would 

like to pursue?

Write a story about 
your pretend night 
in a museum. Who 
or what comes to 

life when the 
doors are locked?

Set up an obstacle 
course in your 
backyard and 

compete against 
all your friends for 

the fastest time.   

Write down all the 
ways your mom is 
special. See if you 
can turn the words 
into a poem 
or song.

Show your 
teacher how much 
you appreciate all 
they do for you.

Make trail mix. 
Stir nuts, dried 
fruit, pretzels, 
raisins, and 

chocolate chips 
together.

Renew your 
family’s plans for 
what you should 
do if approached 

by a stranger.

In today’s 
newspaper, check 

the datelines to 
see where each 

article took place. 
Find the story that 
happened closest 

to you.

Look online to 
find out when the 

public pool nearest 
you opens.

Look for the beauty 
in nature. Take note 

of puffy clouds, 
tall trees, beautiful 

flowers, and 
amazing flying, 

walking, or 
crawling critters.

Look at photos 
in the newspaper. 

Draw bubbles 
and give each 
person in the 

picture something 
funny to say.

Family
Movie Night

Give your bike 
a tune up and a 

cleaning to make 
sure it’s in good 
running order for 

the summer. 

This is time for 
the annual 

celebration of 
books for young 
people and the 
joy of reading.

National Book
Week

National Bike
Month

Ask your teacher 
if the class can play 

a game of Duck, 
Duck, Goose today. 
It’s great exercise 

and a real quack up!

Do jumping jacks 
while saying the 

letters of the 
alphabet. Easy? 
Now try doing 
jumping jacks 

while saying the 
alphabet in 

reverse order!

Tick the box 
on each day 
when you 
have completed 
20 minutes of 
reading. Children 
who develop a 
love of reading 
will become better 
students and build 
a better future.
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Grab a red crayon and give a blue 
crayon to a friend. Take turns drawing 
a line between two dots. If you draw 
the line that encloses a box, you get 
ONE POINT. If there’s a star in the 

box, you get THREE POINTS.
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Standards Link: Earth Science: Students know there are planets that orbit the sun.

Long ago, people marveled at a light in the sky that was different 
from the others. It glowed reddish orange. The ancient Romans 
named this light Mars, their god of war.

The largest volcano in the solar system is on Mars. 
It is called Olympus Mons. It rises 17 miles (27 km) 
above the surrounding land – that’s three times higher 
than Mt. Everest, Earth’s tallest mountain. If Olympus 
Mons was on Earth, its base would cover the entire 
state of Washington and nearly half of Oregon.

The time it takes a planet to orbit the sun 
is called a year. The Earth takes 365 days 
to orbit the sun, making our year 365 
days long.

Mars is farther away from the sun and it 
takes longer to orbit. A Martian year is 
687 days long.

Here’s how to figure out how 
old you would be on Mars:

Multiply your age in years 
by 365. This will tell you 
how many days old you are.

Divide that number by 687 
days. That will tell you how 
many Martian years old you 
are!

Standards Link: Number Sense: Students solve 
problems involving mulitplication and division of 
whole numbers.

Amaze your friends! Stump your teachers!

Use the code to find out amazing facts 
about Mars!

How Big Is Mars?
If Earth was the size of 
a baseball, Mars would 
be about the size of a 

4873  2977.

It is covered 
with reddish 
1    56 and 

rock.

Why Is 
Mars Red?

= A
= B
= D

= F
= G
= L

= O
= S
= T

= U
= V
= Z

9
2
1

3
4
7

8
5
6

An enormous canyon near Mars’ equator stretches one 
quarter of the way around the planet. Some people call it 
the Grand Canyon of Mars, after Earth’s famous canyon 
in Arizona. Its real name is Valles Marineris. If Valles 
Marineris started in Los Angeles, California, where would 
it end? To find out, follow the maze!
Standards Link: Earth Science: Students know there 
are similarities and differences among the planets.
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Find the words by looking up, down, 
backwards, forwards, sideways and 

diagonally.
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MARS
PLANET
OLYMPUS
DEIMOS
PHOBOS
MARINERIS
ORBIT
VOLCANO
MOONS
CANYON
VENUS
SOLAR
MARTIAN
RED
STAR

Standards Link: Number Sense: Solve addition 
problems involving three or more numerals.

Deimos is no more than 
2 + 2 + 6 = _____ miles 
(7 + 8 + 1 = ____ km) 
across at its widest point.

Mars has two tiny, potato-shaped moons. They are named 
Phobos and Deimos after the sons of the Roman god Mars.
How tiny are they? Do the math to find out!

Phobos is 6 + 5 + 6 = _____ miles 
(12 + 12 + 4 = _____ Km) across 
at its widest point.

LA
W

TO
N 

BR
O

NS
O

N 
W

O
RD

 C
LO

UD
S
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He worked hard. He saved 
and saved. And at last, Fritter 
has reached his goal of saving 
$100 for a fun-filled day at 
Six Wags Amusement Park, 
the theme park just for dogs! 

Fritter has $100 to spend. Will he 
ride all the rides? Will he choose 
snacks or souvenirs? 

Use the park map and the list 
of items below to come up 
with a spending plan (also 
called a budget). 

Have a parent look at your spending plan. 
Would they have made different choices? 

Is there anything you forgot?
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Fun Poetry
gigglepoetry.com
A fun poetry site with lots to read and interact with. Learn 
how to write poems, perform poetry, read interviews with 
famous poets and play the online poetry games.

Summer Reading
cslpreads.org
Public libraries in participating states will take part in the 
Collaborative Summer Library Program and will supply 
posters, reading logs, bookmarks, certificates and a variety of 
reading suggestions and incentives on the theme of Build a 
Better World.

Silverstein Site
shelsilverstein.com/fun/
If you enjoy Shel Silverstein poems, you’ll love his website. 
There are printables, games and puzzles in which you can put 
your own ending on a Silverstein poem, send a E-card, make 
an Activity Booklet or a Bookmark or just enjoy his 
hysterical poems and illustrations.

Could Be Worse!
by James Stevenson

Here’s a life lesson taught with absurdity and creativity. 
Grandpa helps put small things, like a splinter and a lost kite, 
into perspective for his two young grandchildren by relating 
a whopping adventure in which he is kidnapped by a large 
bird, encounters an abominable snowman, visits the bottom 
of the sea, is chased by a blob of marmalade and is finally 
flown back home 
by a giant 
newspaper. The 
children get the 
point and respond 
with “Could be 
worse!” While silly 
and charmingly 
illustrated, 
Stevenson’s tall 
tale teaches both 
optimism and 
humor.

Book title: Pioneer Farm Cooking
Author: Mary Gunderson
Book reviewed by MaKenna Kass… Sunnyside 3rd grade
Pioneer Farm Cooking is about the yummy looking recipes that pioneers 
made. For example, homemade bread, bread & butter pickles, sausage 
patties, chicken and dumpling soup, rice pudding with cinnamon, fried 
potatoes, apple sauce, and last but not least molasses snow cones. The book 
is also about their life and how they lived. The reason I picked this book is 
because I wanted to learn some yummy recipes. A surprising fact is that they 
do a lot of cooking around the holidays. That’s why I liked my book. I would 
recommend this book to 8-10 year olds who enjoy cooking and pioneer life.

Title: Who Was Johnny Appleseed?
Author: Joan Holub
Book Reviewed by Bohdy Colling… Sunnyside Elementary 3rd grade
Johnny’s real name is John Chapman.   He had a family of 14.  Johnny went 
to Pennsylvania to help.  He fell in love with Dorothy Durand.  I was surprised 
to learn that Johnny could talk to birds.  I liked this book, because I liked what 
Johnny did and I learned a lot of facts.

Book title: Life on a Wagon Train
Author: Kristen Rajczak
Reviewed by: Olivia Wright… Sunnyside Elementary School 3rd grade
I recommend Life on a Wagon Train. Here are four interesting facts about 
life on a wagon train.  People leaving their homes to live in another place 
are called immigrants. The Oregon Trail is 2,000-miles long. Many thought it 
was hard to leave home.  Others found it a great adventure. From the 1840s 
to the 1880s, hundreds of thousands of Americans set out for the frontier. I 
would recommend this book for ages eight and up. If you like pioneers or 
want to learn about how hard it was to live on the wagon train I recommend 
this book for you.

Registration is now open for 
Summer Sioux City Museum 
Programs…Check Us Out!

Registration is now open for the 
Sioux City Public Museum’s summer programs from June 8 
through August 3 for children ages 3 and up. Pre-registration is 
required for most summer programs.  New for 2017 are one-day 
camps offering a full day of fun. More information is available at 
siouxcitymuseum.org or by calling 712-279-6174.
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SIOUXLAND MEDIA WELCOMES KID SCOOP NEWS BOOK REVIEWERS! 
This past month, two Kid Scoop News feature reporters, Mara Aesoph and Alexis Bell interviewed authors Dr. Michael 
Summers and Dr. James Trefil via Skype.  After questions were answered and good-byes were said, Alexis and Mara 
assisted Education Coordinator Jeanette Hopkins with the development of their first radio reporter script.  A very special 
thank you to Station Manager, Mark Munger and his staff for giving the reporters this special opportunity and for airing 
the book reviews.  The following is a short excerpt from their script.  Notice the music and interview inserts for the final 
recording. A new genre in writing for these feature reporters!

Alexis: And a….Good afternoon Siouxland…this is Alexis Bell and Mara Aesoph, feature reporters from Kid Scoop News Siouxland, here to share with you 
           a little about an exciting new science book for all you planet, constellation, moons, universes, and exoplanets lovers out there!  *Fade Music
Mara: Nice intro there,Alexis…did you say exoplanet?  What the heck is an exoplanet…is that like a new planet name for a cartoon…or
Alexis: You remember, Mara…we visited with scientists Dr. Michael Summers and
 Dr. James Trefil the other day and they talked to us.  E-x-o-p-l-a-n-e-t-s;
Mara: I can spell, and   Oh, yeah…How could I forget?  I loved the title of their book, though I gotta tell you…  (Pause and emphasize the title)    
Imperial March Darth Vadar’s theme 
Exoplanets:  Diamond Worlds, Super Earths, Pulsar Planets, and the New Search for Life beyond our Solar System.
 WHAT A MOUTHFUL!
Alexis: Oh, man…Good Job…While everything they talked about in the book was interesting….the best part of the interview 
           for me was learning a little about their childhoods…I’m trying to imagine these little guys…one in Chicago..one in a 
           little town in Kentucky….and yet, they both ended up at the same university teaching others about the universe. 

(Begin Yoda and the Younglings..Star Wars. Epidsode II Attack of the Clone)
Insert the segment where both scientists share about how they became universe scientists.

You will have to listen in to KWIT for their final revision.  This was quite a project for these reporters and Kid Scoop News 
appreciates the extra time they took in preparing for the taping.

 This past month, two Kid Scoop News feature reporters, Brianna Martinez and Sydney Hopkins interviewed author Wallace H. Tucker via Skype.  After 
questions were answered and good-byes were said, Sydney and Brianna assisted Education Coordinator Jeanette Hopkins with the development of their 
first radio reporter script.  A very special thank you to Station Manager, Mark Munger and his staff for giving the reporters this special opportunity and 
for airing the book reviews.  Our feature reporters look forward to more interviews and more creative ways of sharing the interview responses. Music and 
interview excerpts were transitioned into the reporting script. You will need to listen in to the final Siouxland Public Media to hear the interview in its entirety.

Brianna: Good afternoon to our Siouxland Public Media folk , this is Brianna Martinez from Bishop Heelan High and (Sydney Hopkins) from East 
  High here to share a little information about a new book release, Chandra’s Cosmos:  Dark Matter, Black Holes, and Other Wonders 
  Revealed by NASA’s Premier X-Ray Observatory by Wallace H. Tucker.  Mr. Tucker is the spokesperson for the Smithsonian’s Astrophysical 
  Observatory’s Chandra X-Ray Center and an author of numerous papers and books.

Sydney: Great intro there, Brianna and what a fabulous interview we had with Wallace Tucker.
  He loves his topic and his enthusiasm is catching and it didn’t hurt that we both
  really enjoyed the topic.  My favorite part was where he distinguished
  between the three main parts of the book,  “The Big…The Bad…and the Beautiful.”
  What a great play off an old movie. He also does a nice job explaining why his X-Ray 
  Telescope, Chandra…does so much more than the standard ground based ones.  Listen in
  Aalittle as he shares that insight to Chandra.

Insert interview comments at  7:47 to 8:20   (Question 2)

Brianna: You know I’ve written essays and reports, but I can’t imagine writing a book. I think the topic was right up Mr. Wallace’s alley as after   
  working with his late wife, Karen, on his first book about Chandra  he wanted to update his readers.

Sydney: Wallace is the science communicator for the Chandra X-Ray Center and one of the
  Main P.R. guys sharing info with the public.  With all of his work done at the center he still had some personal favorites about the   
  observatory and its discoveries since the launch…especially about DARK MATTER!

INSERT RESPONSES ABOUT QUESTION 3     9:35-10:07

Check out KWIT-90.3 FM to find out more about this incredibly fascinating book and the author!

SIOUXLAND MEDIA



To adopt a classroom, please call 712-293-4328  www.NIESiouxland.com © Vicki Whiting May 2017

31

BIG BROTHERS, 
BIG SISTERS 

PAGE PROUDLY 
SPONSORED BY: LE MARS & SOUTH SIOUX CITY 

BIG BROTHERS ~ BIG SISTERS
BOWL FOR KIDS’ SAKE BONANZA 2017 
We had lots of fun, prizes, and a nacho bar at our Bowl For Kids’ Sake 
Bonanza 2017 on March 24-25 at Rush Lanes. The event was a BIG 
thank you to each person who raised a minimum of $125 to benefit 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Siouxland. We also want to thank our major 
sponsors: Cargill, Dunes Surgical Hospital, Jebro, Rick Collins Toyota, 
Great West Casualty, Woodland Realty, and BoDeans Baking Group, 
as well as all of our other sponsors, and the many local businesses that 
generously donated the prizes that were given away at the event. And a 
final thank you to all the participants and the Rush Lanes staff who made 
the made Bonanza Bowl 2017 a fun-filled event!

OVER THE EDGE FOR BIG BROTHERS BIG 
SISTERS OF SIOUXLAND 
If you missed out on this great time, mark your calendars now for our 

upcoming extreme adventure fundraiser.  Next up…Over the Edge for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Siouxland, June 
14th, at the Howard Johnson hotel on 4th Street, Sioux City. 

For the second year in a row, Over the Edge for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Siouxland will feature Edgers 
rappelling down the 12-story hotel to raise money for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Siouxland. No experience is 
required to participate. Over the Edge staffs professionals will provide all the assistance, training, and equipment 
to make this a safe and outstanding event for all. Reserve your spot today at: bigbrothersbigsisters.com/edge.

Kids, would you like to toss your principal over the edge? Have fun and raise money for a great cause at the 
same time.  Talk with your parents and teachers today about how you can see this dream come true!

 
Summer Tales & Trailblazing at the Lewis & Clark Interpretive 
Center
What does it take to be an explorer? Kids will learn answers to that question and 
more during 45-minute, Wednesday-morning programs, June 7-28 at the Sioux 
City Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center. Programs will be offered for two age 
groups. Admission will be free. 
“We’ll jump back in time and discover Lewis & Clark’s and our nation’s colorful 
culture and history,” says Sara Olson, the Center’s History Education Curator.
    
Tales Around the “Campfire” 7 and younger  10 a.m.
Adventures of Lewis & Clark   June 7
The Stars & Stripes    June 14  
Coyote the Trickster    June 21 
The Legend of Paul Bunyan,  June 28
   
Junior Explorers 8 and older    11 a.m. 
Music from the Trail,   June 7
Hoist the Flag    June 14
Don’t Tip the Keelboat!    June 21
Expedition Boot Camp   June 28

For more information about summer programs, contact Olson at: SOlson@
siouxcitylcic.com or call 712-224-5242. Find the Center on Facebook: www.
facebook.com/sclandc. 
The Betty Strong Encounter Center and adjoining Sioux City Lewis & Clark Interpretive Center comprise 
a private, non-profit cultural complex built and sustained by Missouri River Historical Development, Inc. 
(MRHD). It is located on the Missouri Riverfront, exit 149 off I-29.

LAWTON BRONSON WORD CLOUDS
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KINDER KIDS

Hunt Elementary Kinders and Kid Scoop News
Rhythm, Rhyme, Repeat

“Spring TreeS”, by 2nd grader, deSTiny HanSen
akron-WeSTfield

“My Selfy”, by 4th Grader, Tatum Wilken  
akron-WeSTfield

“Outer Space Dream”, by 3rd Grader, Emerson Gravenish 
akron-WeSTfield

AKRON-WESTFIELD 

ART
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I had a goose and the goose pleased me;
I fed my goose by yonder tree.
Goose goes swishy, swashy,
Cat goes fiddle-i-fee.

G is for Goose
g is for goose
Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter G. Say the letter as you trace it.

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

How many               ?

How many         ?

Look at the pictures in the boxes.

Find those animals in the picture of the farm.
Write the numeral that tells how many of
each animal is in the picture. How many words or pictures 

can you find on this page that 
start with the G sound like the 
word goose?

Look through the
newspaper for pictures
of animals. Make the

sound that animal makes
with your child. Cut out
the pictures to make a
farm picture and call it

your child’s farm.

 With your child, look
through the newspaper to

find pictures of things
 that start with the same

sound as the letter G
in the word goose.

Point to the number
3 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large
enough, have your child

trace the number.

Cut out pictures of
animals, people and

things from the
newspaper. Have your

child sort these into
the three groups.

SortingWhat does the
animal say?

Big G, Little gMath PlayLetter Identification
With your child, look

through the newspaper
and find pictures of

animals. Circle animals
with four legs in green.
Draw a red ring around
animals with two legs.

Four legs or two?
With your child look at a
picture in the newspaper.
Ask your child to tell you
what is happening in the
picture. Ask questions

like, “Who is in the
picture?” “Where are

they?” Write your child’s
story on a piece of paper

and read it together.

With your child, look at
one page of the

newspaper. Say, “The big
G, called uppercase G, is

looking for his little
brother (sister) called
lowercase g. Let’s see

how many big G, little g
matches we can find.”

Picture Stories
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Page 4
These jokes are from all over the world 
and the answer to each joke is the 
same thing.
An egg

Page 6
Tom is full of fun, adventure and 
imagination. Sometimes these 
QUALITIES are useful and sometimes 
they get him in TROUBLE.

One day, he plays hooky from school and 
gets his clothes dirty in a FIGHT. As 
punishment, Tom has to whitewash a 
fence. Tom soon FIGURES out how to 
trick his friends into whitewashing the 
fence for him by making the BORING job 
seem like a lot of fun!

Tom and Becky
Tom has been engaged to another girl 
named Amy.

What Tom gave Becky as an 
engagement gift.
Doorknob

School Scramble
Every state in the union

Page 8
How do alligators and crocodiles 
sweat?
They sweat through their mouths

Page 16
How big is Mars?
If Earth was the size of a baseball, Mars 
would be about the size of a golf ball.

Why is Mars red?
It is covered with reddish dust and rock.

Page 9
Pool of Facts
The largest recorded alligator: 19 feet long

The largest recorded crocodile: 28 feet long.

Alligators have 70 to 80 teeth. They grow 
new ones to replace broken teeth. One 
alligator can have as many as 2000 teeth 
in a lifetime!

Crocs can stay underwater for 15 to 20 
minutes. They close their nostrils when 
they swim underwater.

Page 14
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Page 15
Get Creative @ Your Library
The Busy Body Book
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Page 17
Two Tiny Moons
Phobos is 6 + 5 + 6 = 17 miles (12 + 12 + 
4 = 28 km) across at its widest point.

Deimos is no more than 2 + 2 + 6 = 10 
miles (7 + 8 + 1 = 16 km) across at its 
widest point.
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Page 12
What bird is good at making bread?
A Dough Dough

PAGE 6

PAGE 10
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We are ending the year with two very special classrooms.  The students 

at Mater Dei and at Perry Creek love to write and create.  Mrs. Bengford’s 
students from three grades enjoy publishing with Kid Scoop News and 

sharing highlights of the year.  Mrs. McElroy’s first grade students work 
hard with the new reading and math materials and know they have gained 
a lot this year.  We again, congratulate all of our regional teachers and staff 

and hope that the end of the year goes well and that 
the students know they have grown a great deal in the 

last nine months.

Mrs. Bengford’s Eighth Grade Class at Mater Dei
Do you have a rockin’ eighth grade class who’s so smart they can do real life work 
in class!? Well, Mrs. Bengford’s eighth grade English class does at Mater Dei and 
she is thrilled to put their time, talents, and treasures to use for the good of the 
Mater Dei community. Every quarter these amazing 8th graders brainstorm and 
decide what is needed within their school’s Mater Dei Newsletter. 
Do they want to highlight the latest band concert? Maybe they want to feature the 
new students roaming our hallways…or, a little trivia with “Guess that Smile” or 
“Guess those Kicks”! Whatever the topic, they choose it and then own it.  
Take advantage of the skills your eighth graders possess; let them SHINE within 
your school! This newsletter project is in addition to their regular assignments and 
it lets them utilize the English skills they’ve been learning since Kindergarten. Way 
to go eighth graders!!! 

FAREWAY IS A PROUD SUPPORTER OF LITERACY  
FOR OUR SIOUXLAND YOUTH!

4267 SERGEANT RD..
GROCERY 276-1873 • MEAT DEPT. 276-8956

SGT. BLUFF • 700 1ST ST.
GROCERY 943-9325 • MEAT DEPT. 943-9326

4016 INDIAN HILLS DR.
GROCERY 239-0528 • MEAT DEPT. 239-0529

4040 WAR EAGLE DR.
GROCERY 252-0388 • MEAT DEPT. 252-0389

Mrs. McElroy’s First Grade Class at Perry Creek Elementary
Our class is unique because we are made up of students from five different schools 
and have come together this year to form one very AMAZING class.  Our class is 
unique because we have special things to share about us!
We are all friends and everyone is nice. We all share our school supplies.  Addison
They make me laugh.   Carly
Some of you classmates are new to us this year and some we already knew. 
Natalie 
We are all different colors of skin. Tate
We have no bullies in this class. Sophie
The students all look forward to summer and then the beginning of next year and 
as Sophie says, “No bullies in this class…”
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Classroom Sponsors
United Bank of Iowa, Moville
Book People
Triview/Quality Telecommunications
KVLZ Custom Bailing, Climbing Hill
Akron Gold & Silver
Deck Law
Paul & Tamme Saul
Yellow Rose Catering - Moville
Gretchen Gondek
Dr. Stee Maxwell

Helen Maxwell
Dr. Earl Maxwell 
Sterk Financial - Dakota Dunes
Granny Stitches
Friendship & Service Club, Akron, IA
Judie Uhlir
El Forastero MC Inc.
Bill & Becky McKenny
Doug Harrold
Allan Wall

In Memory of Gene Windeshausen, 
Principal at Crescent Park & Bryant
In Memory of Amzia & Iva VanLaningham  
McClure Engineering
Lester A. Juon
New Horizons United Church of Christ 
Craft Auto Body 
Quality Backhoe Service 
CD Norvell PC, Tax & Accounting Services 
Cardinal Public Relations

Northwestern Mutual 
LaunchPAD Children’s Musuem
Dental 4 Kids
Papa Murphy’s (Le Mars & SSC) 
Bob Roe’s North End Zone
Fresh Start Janitorial

Partners In Education
Lilly Family Dentistry
Chesterman’s
Larry & Jeanene Book
First Premier Bank 
Missouri Valley PTO
Prince Manufacturing
Dreamworks Collison Center 
Houlihan and Associates, P.C.
Deck Law
Brian Jensen CPA
Ron Pieper Body Shop

THANKS

You!
Thank

Dental DepotThe

Dr. Richard Hettinger

Charlie’s Spirits
Irwin Painting

Criag & Jennifer 
Letch


