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Bats are good to have around, and not just for 
Halloween. These extremely clean creatures help 
keep germs away by eating insects and mosquitoes. 

Knowing what to do in the 
event of a �re in your house, or 
in your school, could save your 
life. Get serious about safety 
with our Smoke Alarm Tips.

Just like the poles of a tent, your skeleton helps you to stand up and not fall 
down in a heap. Read all about your amazing bones in this issue!

How many 
bats can you 
�nd on this 
page in two 

minutes?
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WELCOME TO THE SEVENTH ISSUE OF 
KID SCOOP NEWS!

“I’m not concerned with your liking me or disliking me…
all I ask is that you respect me as a human being….Jackie 
Robinson

In this month’s issue of Kid Scoop News Siouxland we again tap 
into the idea of celebrating and appreciating the differences and 
similarities in those around us.  Building respect for others has to 
begin with the respect we have for ourselves.  We live in a world 
that can be often scary and forbidding to children and the forms of 
bias and discrimination that affect children early on often contribute 
negatively to future goals and ambitions. At Kid Scoop News 
we try, in our own small way, to share the stories and ideas of 
individuals who have made a positive impact on those around them
In this issue we celebrate Jackie Robinson, who in 1947 became the 
first African American baseball player in the major leagues. Born 
to sharecropper parents in Georgia, Robinson was not expected 
to excel and become active in a national civil rights movement, but 
he did. The difference that Robinson made in not only the major 
leagues, but in the world is found in a statement he made about 
being human. “A life is not important except in the impact it has on 
other lives.”
At Kid Scoop News Siouxland we strive to impact the learning 
and literacy awareness of our readers in the Siouxland region.  
Whether we interview businesses, write of school events, or inform 
our readers of special organizations that utilize a “pay it forward” 
philosophy, we believe that education and experience help to 
change attitudes and the more we are aware of the similarities 
and differences of others, the more we are willing to celebrate and 
appreciate those similarities and differences. 
Take a moment to read about Jackie Robinson…to view the 
photos and captions of the Irving Elementary School Pow Wow 
Celebration, to note the special organizations found in our area 
that offer additional educational experiences for our students…and 
find that our Siouxland region is rich with opportunities to change 
attitudes.
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Discuss what 
would make a 

healthy 
vegetarian meal.

Go on a hike, 
collect leaves and 
then identify the 
tree using a Tree 

Identification
Guide. 

Carve a pumpkin 
today. Save the 

seeds and have a 
parent help you 
roast them. They 

make a tasty treat!

Honor your teacher 
today and thank 

them for all they do.

Make a checklist 
of all the dangers 

in homes that 
cause fires. Then 
list the steps you 

can take to 
prevent fires.

Discuss reptiles 
today—what 

might their skin 
feel like, how do 
they move, how 

long are their 
tongues?

Write a story 
about a treasure 
you might find 

hidden in a huge 
pile of leaves.

How much do 
you know about 

farms and 
farming? Make a 
list of all the crops 
that are grown in 

your area.
World Vegetarian

Day

Dictionary
DayFarmer’s Day

Collect fall 
leaves and with 
paper and white 
craft glue, use 
them to create 

colorful animals. 
Berries, grasses 

and flower petals 
will work too.

Start preparing for 
Halloween. 

Who will you be 
on Halloween—

a pirate, a witch, a 
robot or a princess? 
Start preparing the 
costume you will 

need.

Look through 
your newspaper 
for local events, 

seasonal 
concerts and 
celebrations.

Remember someone 
less fortunate than 
yourself today with 

a random act of 
kindness.

Start by doing 20 
jumping jacks. 

Increase the 
number by 5 

every day until 
you can do 40.

Make a Difference 
Day is celebrated 

each year over this 
weekend. Volunteer 
to help someone or 
check out the Make 
a Difference Day 

online project 
database.

This is National 
Magic week. Find a 
magic trick online 

that you can perform 
for your family.

Rent a classic 
Halloween movie 

tonight. Try Casper, 
Bedknobs and 

Broomsticks, or It’s 
the Great Pumpkin, 

Charlie Brown. 
Enjoy them with 

your family.

Make sure you 
have something 

bright or reflective 
on your Halloween 

costume. Get 
batteries for your 

flashlight.

Draw a picture of the 
ship the Santa Maria 
to celebrate the day.

Or celebrate 
Canadian 

Thanksgiving today.

Do you know what 
these three words 
mean: pragmatic, 

peloton, provision? 
Look them up in a 

dictionary.

Use a tortilla as a 
base and invent 
your own pizza. 

Have a parent help 
you cook it.

The 2015 National 
Red Ribbon Week 
theme is "Respect 
Yourself. Be Drug 

Free."

National Face
Your Fears Day

Discuss with the 
class what can 

make you afraid 
and ways to 

overcome fear.

Write a poem in 
honor of a 

classmate or 
friend. List lots of 
words you might 
use to describe 
the friend and 

then put them in 
your poem.

Design a flag for 
your school or 

classroom? Do you 
have a mascot? 

Include your mascot 
in your flag design.

Make a map 
showing an escape 
route in your home 

in the event of a fire. 
Walk to

School Day

Encourage a safer 
environment and be 
healthy at the same 
time—join students 
around the world 

and celebrate 
annual International

Read a bedtime 
story to a parent or 

sibling today.

Type out the letters 
of the alphabet in 
the correct order 
on a computer 

keyboard. Can you 
say the letters of 
the alphabet in 
reverse order?

Using pictures cut 
from magazines, 

make a collage of a 
farm and all the 

animals and crops 
you might find on a 
farm in your area.

It’s World 
Teacher’s Day 

tomorrow – make 
a card for your 

teacher thanking 
them for their hard 
work and caring.

31
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Bones protect important 
organs inside your body. 
Tap your head. Can you 
feel your hard skull? It 

protects your brain. Your 
ribs protect your heart, 
lungs and stomach and 

your spine protects your 
spinal cord.

Your skeleton is like the poles of a tent. Without the poles, the tent would fall down into 
a heap. Without bones, you couldn’t stand up!

Around Halloween we see people dressed like 
skeletons and maybe even some real ones hanging 
around as decorations. Are skeletons alive? While 
you are alive, your bones are also very much alive. 

They grow and change like other parts of your body.

Standards Link: Life Science: Systems in the body are made up of living cells. Visual discrimination.

When you get cut or have a 
bloody nose, blood comes out of 
your body. Does that mean that 
someday you could run out of 
blood? Not a chance, thanks to 
your bones. You have a thick, 
jelly-like substance inside your 
bones, called marrow. The bone 
marrow makes millions of new 
blood cells every day.

Standards Link: Life Science: Organ systems 
work together to protect the body.

How big will your 
bones grow? People 
who exercise and eat 
right will tend to grow 
bigger. Scientists once took two groups of baby rats. They fed one 
group hard food and the other soft food. Both diets had the same 
amount of nourishment. The rats that ate hard food had to chew more 
and their heads and jaws grew larger, and their bones were heavier.

Standards Link: 
Life Science: 
Animals have 
structures that 
serve different 

functions.

Standards Link: Health: Food choices affect health and well-being including body composition.



To Adopt A Classroom Please Call (712)293-4303 www.NIESiouxland.com © Vicki Whiting September 2015

5

When they were alive, each member of the Bones family had a favorite hobby. 
Can you match each portrait with a hobby?

Not Your Ordinary Bat in a Belfry
One night, in late October, my dad, brother, and I were having a 
bonfire.  I ran into the house to grab some marshmallows when a 
bat went flying overhead.  The upstairs door was open and when 
it flew in, it seemed to go right through the door.  My dad got a 
broom and started to go upstairs.  He began to hit the bat with the 
broom, guiding it downstairs.  He said, “Put your heads down.”  So 
we did!
My brother opened the door and my dad smacked the bat out with 
the broom.  We had smores and watched a movie, but the bat 
definitely made for an exciting night!
Katie Navrude Mater Dei  6th Grade

You’re standing in your back yard. You feel a slight breeze and 
you hear the sound of bones riddling behind you. You slowly turn 
around to see a white face with no eyes staring at you. You can’t 
move; you’re paralyzed with fear. You don’t know what to do; 
it’s just standing there staring at you. You try to run, but you trip 
over a branch. Still it just stares at you. After a few seconds more 
of staring, you see the string, and then your brother, and finally 
all of his friends with their phones recording everything. You just 
stand there speechless. Then your face turns red with anger and 
embarrassment. You run inside and hide in your room until your 
mom gets home.  When she does, your brother gets grounded 
and has to delete it from YouTube. No one would ever know what 
happened that night. 
Kolby Harrington Mater Dei  8th Grade
Kolby, we think maybe they will now!  What a great story…thank you for 
sharing this!

Halloween skeletons rattle in the wind.  They spring up from the wet 
earth to make you scream!  On Halloween night, they come for you 
when you sleep.  (But skeletons are not real, until you think about 
it!)
Ian B.  Akron-Westfield 4th Grade

Halloween bats are perfect for decorations, but not real bats.  
There are many kinds of bats like fruit bats or brown bats.  Bats 
make little, tiny, soft squeaks and they can fit in any small spot.  
If their head can fit, their body can fit.  Bats don’t usually harm 
people, but if you touch them you can get their diseases.  My mom 
hates bats.  Sometimes they get in our house and my brother or 
my dad has to kill it.  I just sit and watch.  It’s fun watching the bat 
fly around in circles.  I never kill one because it is too warm in my 
bed and I don’t want to get out from under the covers.  I would feel 
badly if I harmed one, too.  (I really don’t mind bats at all!)
Annie N.  Akron-Westfield 4th Grade

You know those scary bats that you always see on Halloween?  
Well, real bats are not that scary at all!  My favorite bat is the fruit 
bat; they are the biggest bat in the whole world!  They are so big 
that they are called “flying foxes”; their wingspan can be up to five 
feet!  Those long wings do more than just help the bat fly; they keep 
them warm in the winter.  Fruit bats have the best overall vision of 
all the species and they travel in colonies to feel safer.
Fruit bats live in thick rain forests, but if you are lucky you might find 
one at the zoo!  Most of them live in warm weather, only a couple 
of types can stand the cold.  Some of the time they travel long 
distances just to find food, but they come back to roost before the 
sun comes up.  A fruit bat doesn’t have many predators, but there is 
always an eagle or hawk that comes and attacks them, engaging 
in a battle to the death.
The fruit bats are very majestic, beautiful, and interesting creatures, 
so if you ever get the chance, go to the zoo see the fruit bats and 
remember what I’ve written in this piece!
Olivia K  Kingsley-Pierson 7th Grade

Halloween
Halloween is a fun time in the fall.  All of the children get to stay up 
and go trick-or-treating.  We get a lot of candy.  You see and wear 

spooky costumes.  You get to see all of the decorations.  You also 
get to go through haunted houses….if you are lucky.     
Elizabeth H. Clark Elementary Grade 4

Halloween is spooky at night with the ghosts, goblins, and 
skeletons.  Halloween is my favorite holiday because of all the 
candy, haunted houses, and my favorite…carving pumpkins.  
Halloween is always fun!
Tavia H.  Clark Elementary 4th Grade
 
Ding!Dong!
You are going to hear that sound a lot this month.  The air gets so 
dry.  Leaves start to change color.  There are kids everywhere in 
Halloween costumes with their Halloween bags, trotting around 
your neighborhood.  
Sophia D.  Clark Elementary 4th Grade

Falling leaves are pretty 
All the things in fall I love.
Leaves fall to the ground.
Lawns get covered with leaves. 
Sophia V.   Clark 4th     
       

Owls hooting 
Colored leaves
Trick-or-treat
October is fun
Buying costumes
Every year
Ready for November 
Melia P.      Clark 4th

October has lots of leaves
Caramel apples are good
Trick-or-treat
October is fun
Baseball is fun to play
Eat lots of candy
Reading Halloween books
Ayden S.  Clark 4th  
October Days
Busy people 
Shopping 
Candy eating 
Baseball playing 
Costume nagging 
Pumpkin carving 
Decorations hanging 
Bats scaring 
People trick-or-treating 
Kids eating candy 
Sophia D.  Clark 4th

Happy and scared people 
All wearing costumes 
Lots of candy 
Loud people all over the place 
Our baskets are heavy 
Where do we get lots of candy 
Ears hear screaming 
Everyone is having fun 
Night time is the best time to trick-or-treat 
Rahmah S. Clark  4th

Leaves everywhere..they’re 
green, orange, brown, 
yellow, red.
They fall of trees in fall.
 
Kyler N.      Clark 4th

Skeletons
Spooky
Kind of crazy
Eats people   
Large
Easy to run away from
Tall
OMG, a skeleton!
No eyes!
Screaming people all over!
Charlotte S.      Clark 4th
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Germs on the
ground!

Germs in the
air!

Germs are
everywhere!Warning!

Which
two
bats
are the
same?

Standards Link: Health: Students understand behaviors that prevent the spread of common 
communicable diseases and learn ways to practice good hygiene.

The way a movie vampire covers his face with his
        cape is a good way to stop the spread of germs.
        I call it the Vampire Cough. Next time you
       cough or sneeze, cough into the inside bend of
            your elbow. If you cough into your hand,
          the germs from your mouth will land on your
        hand and will get spread around. Think about
      it – what was the last thing you touched with
     the inside of your elbow?

Standards Links: Life Science: Students recognize that animals have 
structures and instincts that serve different functions in growth and survival.

Standards Link: Visual Discrimination: Students find similarities 
and differences in common objects.

Find the differences between 
these two vampires.

A long time ago, people thought 
bats were dirty creatures that 

spread disease. But actually, we 
are very clean animals and do a 

lot to help people!

We clean ourselves carefully every day, starting 
when we are very young.

Our wings must always 
stay moist so we lick 
them all over with a 

special fluid. The scent 
of this fluid makes it 
easier for mothers to 

find their young.

When our mothers 
go hunting, we hang 

together in “baby 
groups” to clean 

ourselves. We hang 
upside down from 

one foot and use the 
claw of the other 
foot as a comb.

Standards Link: Health: Students know living things can cause beneficial changes in the environment.

I promise not to eat any treats until
I come home and let an adult examine
each one.

I promise not to get into anyone’s car unless
I have permission from my parents.

I promise not to go into anyone’s house
unless I have permission from my parents.

I promise to listen to the person my parents
have selected to take me out on Halloween
night.

Standards Link: Health: Students recognize and practice safe behaviors.

Bats eat lots and lots of mosquitoes and 
other pesky insects. They are good to have 

around. Can you “gobble” the germs?

Look at these pictures of germs that make 
you sick. Seek them out on these pages 

and destroy them!
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More Scares! More Screams! More 
Horror!  The Scarecrow Farm is Back 
and Ready for Fun! 
The Scarecrow Farm is one of Siouxland’s favorite fall destinations 
for good, clean fun.  You are invited by the owners, Todd and Tara 
Shumansky to stop by and visit the recently added Haunted Forest 
while enjoying the family friendly activities.  Pumpkins, scarecrows, 
cool weather…let’s face it, autumn is here and Kid Scoop News 
Siouxland reporters Mara Aesoph and Chloe McClure can’t wait 
for the opportunity to visit the Scarecrow Farm near Lawton and 
getting lost in a corn maze, enjoying a hay rack ride, and sipping 
a little of some hot apple cider.  While rain has deterred them twice 
from getting an interview before the farm opened, Tara graciously 
answered some questions via email.  While not the same as 
actually being there, her answers only give more meaning to Fun 
on the Farm.  The 2015 season opened Saturday, September 26 to 
families across the Siouxland area.  Check out their website 
www.scarecrowfarm.com to decide what to see and what to do 
when you visit.

Q: We are very interested in your Scarecrow Farm.  Tell us a  
 little about its history.
Tara: My husband, Todd Shumansky and I own the farm.  We  
 also have Nightmare on 4th Street and the Fear Factory,  
 which are fun and scary haunted houses at night.  We  
 were looking for another place for families to enjoy and  
 we lived a few miles from that farm. We decided 

that it  
 would be a 
great location for 
the Scarecrow 
Farm.
Q: We know you 
sell pumpkins, 
too, tell us a little  

 bit about  the process of growing .  Do they start as  
 seedlings/seeds…are they yearly?
Tara: We start in the spring with tilling the ground and   
 preparing it for planting.  We use a tractor and   
 mechanical planter to place the seeds in the ground.   
 They take about 100 days until they are ready to be  
 picked.  This is done every spring.
Q: How are pumpkins managed?
Tara: It may sound easy, but pumpkins don’t need a great deal  
 of care…but they must be continuously weeded.  At one  
 point, the vines start to crawl too much to get through,
 and you weed what you can.  
Q: How are the pumpkins harvested?
Tara: In September we manually cut the vines, pick them up,  
 move them, and then mow under the vines so they aren’t  
 a tripping hazard for the families walking through the  
 patch.  Then we move the pumpkins back into the patch.  
Q: That sounds like a great deal of work!  What products do  
 you sell at the farm?
Tara: We grow pumpkins, gourds, specialty pumpkins, and  
 apples in the apple orchard. We pick all of them and sell  
 them at the Farm Market Building where the families
 walk in.  The shed has pickles, jams, and even salsas for  
 sale!
Q: Who works here and what are the jobs needed to keep  
 the farm going?
Tara: We have a variety of positions on the farm.  Anyone who  
 is 16 years of age can work here.  We have a staff that  
 comes back every year to help.  The duties range
 from taking admission, being a cashier for snacks and  
 the products, drivers for the hayrack rides and the mini- 
 train, parking lot attendants to keep the traffic flowing
 and people walking around to answer questions and  
 keeping everyone safe.
Q: What is your favorite part of the Scarecrow Farm?
Tara: We love seeing the families have fun.  All year long  
 people tell us stories about visiting the farm and we know  
 they have had a good time and created great 

 memories.  We also have 4-year old twins and a 2-year  
 old who love growing up and helping out at the farm.   
 They even help with planting and planning new activities
 for the fall.

Tara also shared with the reporters that many school classes visit 
the farm each year and she loves seeing the excitement on the 
children’s faces when they get off the bus.  It makes all of the hard 
work worth it!  She mentioned that she even has heard children cry 
and scream when they have to leave..”We aren’t ready to go, yet, 
we aren’t ready to go!”  That makes her smile, though the other 
adults may not feel quite the same.  They feel like they are really 
making a difference knowing that the children are doing something 
at the farm that they might not be able to do anywhere else…they 
bought the farm before the twins were born, so she always knows 
how many years they’ve been in the business and can say that both 
the twins and the farm have grown!

Stop out and visit with Todd, Tara and their family at the Scarecrow 
Farm, four miles east of Sioux City on Highway 20.  It’s easy to 
find, plenty of parking, and fun for the entire family!  This team from 
Kid Scoop News Siouxland is going to visit soon and look forward 
to being scared in the Haunted Forest!

Mara Aesoph and Chloe McClure 
North Middle School 
6th Grade
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ground!

Germs in the
air!
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bats
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Excellent Reviews for the Scarecrow Farm! 
Imagine you are in mid-air and you can feel the wind in your 
face. You are on the giant trampoline pillow at Scarecrow 
Farm Pumpkin Patch in Lawton, Iowa. There is so much to do 
there! You can ride the big tricycles, listen to scary stories, or 
go on hay swings. You can also pet the smelly animals, play 
in the corn pit, or go on a hay rack ride. Some of my favorite 
things to do are going through the corn maze and of course, 
picking pumpkins! I hope you get the chance to go there 
someday!   
Ellie Koob Mater Dei  7th Grade   
Autumn Treasures
Did you know the only apple tree native to North America is 
the crab apple tree?  Pilgrims planted the first apple trees in 
the U.S. in the Massachusetts Bay Colony.  In Colonial times, 
apples were called the white banana or melt-in-the-mouth.  
The first apple tree nursery was opened in 1730 in Flushing, 
New York.  Now, apples are grown in all 50 states and there 
are 2,500 different varieties to choose from in the U.S.  There 
are actually 7,500 different kinds of apples in the world.  The 
average U.S. apple orchard is 50 acres and some apple trees 
live to be over a hundred year and more than 40 feet high.  
How old do you think the oldest apple tree was or is that lived 
or lives in America?  The answer is 219 years old.  The tree 
lived from 1647 to 1866, and it was still bearing fruit when 
it was hit by a derailed train.  According to www.thetoptens.
com, apples are the fourth favorite fruit in the United States 
and will always be one of the favorites!   
Erin Cleary Mater Dei  8th Grade
If you like going to pumpkin patches each year, I highly 
recommend you go to Valas Pumpkin Patch.  They have lots of 
fun rides such as the train and hayrack rides.  They also have 
good foods like: hot chocolate, caramel apples, hot apple 
pies, and caramel corn.  There are haunted houses and shows 
that you can enjoy.  There are magic shows and rodeos.  
If you’re thinking about going, here it where it is located:  
12102 S. 180th St. Gretna, Nebraska.  They will be open 
beginning September 18th.  
Hope Sokolowski Mater Dei
Don’t Miss the Scarecrow Farm Near Lawton
Imagine going on a peaceful hay rack ride, drinking a nice 
apple cider with family and friends…and it’s  a beautiful 
autumn day. Well that’s how it was when my family and I took 
a trip to Scarecrow Farm in Lawton, Iowa. They have so many 
fun and exciting things to do; it’s endless! They have corn 
mazes, petting zoos and tricycle races. My cousins and I love 

the big pillow trampoline and the hay rack swings. The best 
part is picking out your pumpkins because there is every size 
and shape that you want. The pumpkin patch is my favorite 
place to go during the Halloween season.   
Isabelle Bertram Mater Dei 7th Grade
Pumpkinland
Have you ever heard of Pumpkinland?  It’s a super fun 
pumpkin patch just outside of Orange City, Iowa.  They have 
a huge variety of activities!  They have a corn maze, petting 
zoo, and an amazing pumpkin selection.  They also have a 
gift shop with some pretty cool stuff, too.  If you have never 
been there, I highly suggest you go!  I go every year with my 
family.  Make sure you have plenty of layers on because it 
can get pretty cold.  Try to wear old clothes, too, so it won’t 
matter if you get dirty.  Make sure you have time for the corn 
maze, it’s my favorite thing to do with my family every year!
Kennedy Bork Mater Dei  8th Grade
If you enjoy Halloween fun, I suggest visiting a pumkin patch. 
It is a good, clean and wholesome time the whole family 
can enjoy. My favorite pumpkin patch is the Gordon Market 
Pumpkin Patch, which is located on Gordon Drive. When 
you first walk through the gates, what you immediately take 
notice of is the huge patch of pumpkins. You may also notice 
the haunted house, but you’d better think twice about going 
inside, because it is very scary. If you walk forward you will 
see even more pumpkins. The entire market is decorated with 
monsters, ghosts and ghouls galore. You can buy your own 
pumpkins; and pumpkins are great because you can make 
jack-o-lanterns and pumpkin pies with them. If you go to a 
pumpkin patch, hours will slip by because of all the fun you’re 
having  Howard Warren Mater Dei
Have you ever wondered how big the largest pumpkin is, or 
where it’s located? If you have any questions about pumpkins, 
take a look to see if it’s here. The largest pumpkin was 
discovered in Northern California and it weighed over two 
thousand pounds; the average pumpkin weighs only around 
thirteen pounds. It was roughly 5 feet across on its base. The 
largest pumpkin patch however, is in southern California, and 
houses around ten thousand pumpkins each year. When most 
people think of a pumpkin, they think of the color orange, 
but they can also sometimes be yellow, green, red, or even 
white! When October comes around, many people like to 
carve Jack O’ Lanterns with spooky, funny, or just plain wacky 
faces on them. Pumpkin carving dates back all the way to 
ten thousand years ago, but the pumpkins and gourds were 
used mainly for lanterns. After carving, many people like to 

use the seeds, fibrous strands, and pulp, from the pumpkin 
to make pumpkin pie, but the seeds can also be roasted, 
steamed, or boiled, and although it may sound gross, the 
pulp and “pumpkin brains” or fibrous strands, can be made 
into pumpkin soup. Disgusting! This October, make sure to 
have plans to go Trick or Treating, and pumpkin carving; it’s a 
blast!   
Michael Leiting Mater Dei
Pumpkin Patch
Where’s that smell of pumpkin pie coming from? Well, it’s 
from the pumpkin patch, of course! What about that sound 
of laughter? It’s coming from the hay bale ride! Why’s that 
funny-looking man in the distance just standing there? That’s 
a scarecrow, and you can find many of those at a pumpkin 
patch! There are so many fun things to do at a pumpkin 
patch! You can go through the corn maze, find and carve the 
perfect pumpkin, take in the beautiful scenery, and so much 
more! Visit your local pumpkin patch TODAY!   
Sarah Engle   Mater Dei
It’s that time of year to pick out the best pumpkin you can find 
to make a jack-o-lantern! Pumpkin patch trips are a great way 
to find the perfect pumpkin since there are so many of them. 
Plus, it’s a lot of fun being with your family or friends and can 
be an unforgettable trip! The hayrides are always fun! You get 
to see all the pumpkins and sometimes even see some spooky 
ghosts. There are also face painting activities and mazes. I 
hope you find your perfect pumpkin! Pumpkin patch trips are 
truly the best!   
Greta Rosno Mater Dei  8th Grade      
 Pumpkin patches are super fun to go to. I love all 
the food and fun things that we get to do. I especially like the 
corn maze. Things you have to try are the caramel apples, 
going on the hay rides, and picking out the perfect pumpkin. 
Whenever I go to pumpkin patches, I always have a great 
time. I love to pet the farm animals and drink old-fashioned 
orange-cream soda. There are lots of fun things to do. You 
could ride ponies or get fun souveniers. I would recommend 
going every year. Pumpkin patches are super fun.   
Layssa Pena Mater Dei  8th Grade

HALLOWEEN

FAREWAY IS A PROUD SUPPORTER  
OF LITERACY IN OUR SIOUXLAND YOUTH!

4267 SERGEANT RD..
GROCERY 276-1873 • MEAT DEPT. 276-8956

SGT. BLUFF • 700 1ST ST.
GROCERY 943-9325 • MEAT DEPT. 943-9326

4016 INDIAN HILLS DR.
GROCERY 239-0528 • MEAT DEPT. 239-0529

4040 WAR EAGLE DR.
GROCERY 252-0388 • MEAT DEPT. 252-0389
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In this two-player game, Player A 
uses a PURPLE crayon, Player B 
uses a GREEN crayon. Take turns 

drawing a horizontal or vertical line 
between two dots. The player who 
draws the line that completes each 

square gets 1 POINT. If there is 
candy corn in that square, the 

player earns 3 BONUS POINTS.

                                                                            Find a path through these Jack-o-lanterns starting 
at the upper left corner and ending on the bottom right corner. You can move UP or DOWN, LEFT 
or RIGHT, moving from Jack-o-lanterns with a HAPPY face. You cannot move diagonally. 
Pumpkins with a SAD face are a DEAD END!
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       y the time he was in high school, Jackie led the football, basketball,
        baseball and track teams. In 1938, when he was a student at 
Pasadena Junior College, Jackie led his college teammates to victory in a 
track meet and a baseball game held 40 miles
apart on the same day!

The baseball knocked some words out of 
this story. Find where each word belongs.

Standards Link: Civics: Know instances in which political conflict in the U.S. has 
been divisive and reasons for this division [e.g., civil rights struggles].

Baseball Hall of 
Famer, Jackie 

Robinson         
probably 
changed 

baseball more 
than any other 
player – not by 
skill alone, but 
by who he was 

as a person.

          hen Jackie started school he found something he was very
          good at sports. He liked to play hard. He liked to win. He 
found out that by winning in sports he got respect from the white 
children. He liked this feeling and vowed he would always work 
hard to gain respect.

      fter college, Jackie went into the Army. When he got out he
         signed on with a baseball team in the Negro Leagues. At 
that time, black players were not allowed in the all-white 
Major Leagues.

Then, on October 23, 1945 Branch Rickey, the general manager 
of the Brooklyn Dodgers, asked Jackie Robinson to play for the 
Dodgers beginning in 1947. He said it would be difficult to be 
the first man to end segregation in Major League Baseball.

What do you think he meant by that?

Rickey said to Jackie …

   n 1947, Jackie Robinson
    was ahead of his time when 
it came to ending segregation 
in Major League Baseball. 
Use the code to find out the 
order in which the following 
were integrated.

U.S. Armed Forces are 
integrated

Segregated schools 
declared illegal

The last Major League 
Baseball team is integrated
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I like baseball because it’s my favorite sport.  My favorite 
team is the Royals.  Last year they went to the World 
Series.  They lost the final game 4-3.  My favorite person 
on the Royal’s team is Alex Gordon.  I went to one game 
and it was fun.  I have played baseball for three years.  
The positions I play are catcher, pitcher, and first base.  I 
have hit one homerun and a lot of triples.  I really enjoy 
baseball. 
Ashton M.  
Akron-Westfield 4th Grade

About 3 weeks ago, I tried out for the Siouxland Stars 
travel ball team.  When I got done trying out I was 
nervous.  I didn’t know if I made the team.  A couple 
days later the coach called my parents.  They told them 
that I made the team.  Then my parents told me.  I was 
so excited!  Two of my friends made the team, also.  
Now I get to play baseball with my friends.  I will make 
new friends on the team, too.  I will get to travel to 
places like Omaha, Okoboji, and maybe Kansas City to 
play baseball for the Siouxland Stars.  I am so excited to 
play for the Stars and am glad I made the team.  
Jack T. Akron-Westfield 4th Grade

My favorite sport is softball.  I really like pitching.  I 
started pitching last year.  Most of the time  I get to pitch 
but sometimes I play third base.  My team made it to the 
championship game of our SYA League.  In the fourth 
inning, we were one point behind.  Then, we scored a 
run and tied the game.  Because it was such a good 
game, it took a long time and it started to get dark.   We 
had to switch our field to a field with lights.  We allowed 
them to get two players on base and they scored.  
Now, they were ahead by two runs.  We didn’t score 
so we lost the championship game.  I was so sad that I 
started to cry.  My mom took me to Dairy Queen for ice 
cream…so I can’t wait for the next season.   
Josie S. Akron-Westfield 4th Grade

Jackie Robinson was the first black individual to play in 
the MLB.  Almost all of the players, coaches, and fans 
were not in favor of this.  He was one of the best players 
in the MBL during his time.  He played for the Brooklyn 
Dodger.  Many of the players, fans, and coaches called 
him bad names.  He hit a lot of HOMERUNS!  He was 
really fast.  He was so fast, he could steal a base and 
the catcher didn’t have enough time to throw the ball to 
second base.  That is why I like Jackie Robinson!
Kyle M. Nativity Center

Jackie Robinson was the first African-American player for 
MLB, the year was 1947.  He became a Hall of Famer in 
1962, and was Rookie of the year in 1947.  When I’m in 
the MLB, I hope to win the World Series and be a MVP 
like he was.  Right now I play for the Sioux City Thunder 
team and I play first base.  I’ve been playing since I was 
three.  My dream is to be in MLB and to make it into the 
MLB Hall of Fame.  Jackie Robinson is, and always will 
be, my hero.
Ben D.  Nativity Center

Jackie Robinson was more than just a fantastic baseball 
player for the Brooklyn Dodger, he was an inspiration 
for all African-Americans everywhere.  Born in 1919, 
he attended UCLA as a four sport athlete.  He joined 
the army for a short while, but found his calling in 
professional baseball.  He played in the Negro Leagues 
for the Kansas City Monarchs, but Dodgers GM Branch 
Rickey saw star potential in Jackie and asked him to 
join the Brooklyn Dodgers.  He made his debut in 1947 
and won the 1947 Rookie of the Year Award.  He 
faced many challenges and hardships throughout his 

career, but his determination for success exceeded those 
problems.  He had a very good career and led the 
Dodgers to a World Series Championship in 1955.  He 
died in 1972.  Today, all MLB teams recognize Jackie by 
having the Jackie Robinson Day, where all players wear 
his number, 42.
Zach U. Nativity Center

Jackie Robinson was an American Major League 
Baseball second baseman. He became the first African 
American to play baseball. Jackie Robinson was born 
January 31, 1919. He broke the baseball color line when 
the Brooklyn Dodgers started him at first base on April 
15, 1947. Robinson was inducted into the Hall of Fame 
in 1962. Jackie Robinson died October 24, 1972 at age 
53, inspiring millions all over the world.
Karlie S. Nativity Center
     
Jackie Robinson was named region’s most valuable 
player in the region of California. He became the first 
black player ever to play in Major League Baseball in 
1947.  He was named Rookie of the Year in 1947, too. 
He was also the National League’s MVP and World 
Series champ in 1955. He helped the Dodgers win the 
World Series. He retired in 1957 with a career batting 
average of.311. He died in 1971.   
Bryce H.    Nativity Center

Baseball Thoughts
Clark Elementary 4th Grade
I like baseball because it’s a fun sport.  I have played 
baseball for 6 years and I hope to play for a while 
more.   Gareen M.

I played baseball for two years.  It’s so much fun, I can 
tell you that!  The Yankees and the Chicago Cubs are 
both really good teams.  David Ortiz hits a homerun 
about every game but there’s someone even better.  His 
name was Babe Ruth!  Ethan D.

I play a lot of baseball.  I watch games on T.V.  I am 
going to a Twins game vs. the Angels.  I like to watch the 
World Series.  Nathan B.

Base
Awesome
Steal
Exciting
Ball
Amazing
Learning
Little League
Matthew E.   
   

Base
Active
Strike
Energy
Bat
Awesome
Line
Love it!
Alexa C.

Ball
All-star
Super cool
Exciting
Baseball rules
All the fans
Learning baseball rules
Little league
Connor S.

Baseball
Fun
Run bases
Catch the ball
Batting is fun, too
Go, Twins!
Adam E.

Base
Act
Stay
Eat
Bullpen
At
Lines
Love it
Ate
Top 
Fun
Energy
Nice
Won Apple
Yes 
Pat
Art
Run
Keep
Steven K.

       y the time he was in high school, Jackie led the football, basketball,
        baseball and track teams. In 1938, when he was a student at 
Pasadena Junior College, Jackie led his college teammates to victory in a 
track meet and a baseball game held 40 miles
apart on the same day!

The baseball knocked some words out of 
this story. Find where each word belongs.

Standards Link: Civics: Know instances in which political conflict in the U.S. has 
been divisive and reasons for this division [e.g., civil rights struggles].

Baseball Hall of 
Famer, Jackie 

Robinson         
probably 
changed 

baseball more 
than any other 
player – not by 
skill alone, but 
by who he was 

as a person.

          hen Jackie started school he found something he was very
          good at sports. He liked to play hard. He liked to win. He 
found out that by winning in sports he got respect from the white 
children. He liked this feeling and vowed he would always work 
hard to gain respect.

      fter college, Jackie went into the Army. When he got out he
         signed on with a baseball team in the Negro Leagues. At 
that time, black players were not allowed in the all-white 
Major Leagues.

Then, on October 23, 1945 Branch Rickey, the general manager 
of the Brooklyn Dodgers, asked Jackie Robinson to play for the 
Dodgers beginning in 1947. He said it would be difficult to be 
the first man to end segregation in Major League Baseball.

What do you think he meant by that?

Rickey said to Jackie …

   n 1947, Jackie Robinson
    was ahead of his time when 
it came to ending segregation 
in Major League Baseball. 
Use the code to find out the 
order in which the following 
were integrated.

U.S. Armed Forces are 
integrated

Segregated schools 
declared illegal

The last Major League 
Baseball team is integrated

       y the time he was in high school, Jackie led the football, basketball,
        baseball and track teams. In 1938, when he was a student at 
Pasadena Junior College, Jackie led his college teammates to victory in a 
track meet and a baseball game held 40 miles
apart on the same day!

The baseball knocked some words out of 
this story. Find where each word belongs.

Standards Link: Civics: Know instances in which political conflict in the U.S. has 
been divisive and reasons for this division [e.g., civil rights struggles].

Baseball Hall of 
Famer, Jackie 

Robinson         
probably 
changed 

baseball more 
than any other 
player – not by 
skill alone, but 
by who he was 

as a person.

          hen Jackie started school he found something he was very
          good at sports. He liked to play hard. He liked to win. He 
found out that by winning in sports he got respect from the white 
children. He liked this feeling and vowed he would always work 
hard to gain respect.

      fter college, Jackie went into the Army. When he got out he
         signed on with a baseball team in the Negro Leagues. At 
that time, black players were not allowed in the all-white 
Major Leagues.

Then, on October 23, 1945 Branch Rickey, the general manager 
of the Brooklyn Dodgers, asked Jackie Robinson to play for the 
Dodgers beginning in 1947. He said it would be difficult to be 
the first man to end segregation in Major League Baseball.

What do you think he meant by that?

Rickey said to Jackie …

   n 1947, Jackie Robinson
    was ahead of his time when 
it came to ending segregation 
in Major League Baseball. 
Use the code to find out the 
order in which the following 
were integrated.

U.S. Armed Forces are 
integrated

Segregated schools 
declared illegal

The last Major League 
Baseball team is integrated

BASEBALL AT FENWAY PARK

BASEBALL ACROSTICS
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COMMUNITY
6th Grade East Black Raider Team
One cool Sunday afternoon, Sunnyside 4th grade student, Jadrien 
G. was tossing the football to his dad and running sets up the hill.  
Jadrien is on a Siouxland Y football team and he is dreaming about a 
time when his younger team might become as good as the Siouxland 
Y East Black Raiders team, which has been undefeated for three years.  
Jadrien’s team has been playing since most of the members joined their 
first flag football team, so they’ve been together for six years.
Imagine having that kind of commitment and being just in fourth grade.
That 6th Grade East Black Raider Team started out when 3rd grade boys could finally put on pads.  The 
players all registered at the Siouxland Y to play football and the boys were put on a roster organized 
by the elementary schools they were in.  Jeff Longval would be their coach, and he remembers that first 
practice.  “There were boys who didn’t know the positions, each other, or what it was going to be like to 
actually “hit” someone.”  Parents who were asked to help, realized that some of them actually had some 
skills that might be beneficial in terms of coaching, and it often takes more than one individual to help 
a team get going. Many volunteered to help coach. After that first week, the coaches believed that with 
the support of parents, this was a group of boys who were coachable, skilled and not afraid to take a 
hit.  They were going to be something special!
As a team, they have continued to grow over the last four years.  During those four years, they have 
gained experience and continue to learn what it will take to be a winning team.  The first undefeated 
season was primarily within the league that the Y had scheduled.  The second year, Coach Longval 
wanted to reach out beyond the league and challenge the team with “out of conference” games with 
Heelan, Sergeant Bluff, Lawton-Bronson, and Vermillion.  The team continued to win in a very strong 
fashion.
This sixth grade team has been undefeated for the last three years and has started this season with wins 
of 54-6, 45-0, 35-0, and 28-0 extending the four year winning streak to 31-0 with only three games 
left to play.  They have and will be playing hard to end these four years and become 7th and 8th grade 
players at East Middle School and, in the future, East Black Raiders.
It has been somewhat of a running joke based off a comment Coach Longval made during the first 
season, “All I ask for is perfection.  That’s all.  That’s not too much to ask is it?”  He may have said it 
jokingly, but after four years and only three games left…he may just get it.
One member of the team, Carson Pinkerton, a wingback, gave a little insight to being on the team.  
“Jeff pushes us to work harder and be the best we can be.  We run, work on defense, and other 
fundamentals each practice.  We are also expected to have good sportsmanship and to be
friends in and out of practice.”  Carson shared team experiences with the confidence of someone who 
understands that hard work can pay off.  According to his dad, David Pinkerton, the parents appreciate 
all that the coaches have done and are willing to help out when needed.  The players are also active in 
“Pink Game” an annual fundraiser for Breast Cancer Awareness, and know that
there are those outside of their circle who need encouragement and support and support comes from 
many places.  The boys have learned about community and positive attitudes that carry beyond the 
field.
The following individuals are coaches for the team:
Jeff Longval: Head and Offensive Backs Coach      Dave Dvorak: Defensive Coach
Dane Doty: Line Coach                            Dave Niles: Special Teams Coach

Coach Dane Doty recently visited with members of the East Black Raider 6th Grade team and sent Kid 
Scoop News some of the highlights from that conversation.  We appreciate all of the
support and enthusiasm team members have for each other and the coaches and for sharing
their enthusiasm with us!

Coach Question: What has been your biggest take-away from coaching this team?

Coach Longval: I think the growth of these kids.  Just seeing them grow from kids who didn’t 
                             understand the game to now executing things at a much higher level.

Coach Dvorak: I think it’s been impressive to see the kids come together and how
  they push each other..there is an expectation that they won’t let anyone fail.
Coach Niles: Just how responsive these kids have been to coaching and their learning
  is very impressive.  They have a discipline to listen and learn …
Coach Doty: Seeing them grow not just as athletes, but as young men…The Pink Ribbon Game is 
                              to remind them that there are others who wish they could do what they do and play 
                              for them.

Athlete Question: What have you learned most from being on this team?

Drew Doty (Moose): You are always learning something new.  Just when you think you have 
  learned something, here comes another thing to learn and think about.
Drew Dvorak: Just how we pick each other up and we don’t let anyone quit.
Ty Niles:  Learning to play as a team.  Teamwork!  Respect!
Luke Longval: Learning never to quit and play with respect for each other. Not to accept
  less of yourself, play with respect.
Sonny Amo (Thunder)Just how to play hard and never quit.
Ethan Sneider: (Hawk)If you listen to your coaches, they can really teach you a lot to make you   
  better.

It appears that the theme that seemed to resonate and that was 
the word “respect”.  The team members are taught to wear the 
uniform with respect, to respect the other teams, and all the 
coaches, parents, and players….KUDOS to the 6th Grade East 
Black Raider Team for demonstrating and sharing important values 
for all.  Kid Scoop News Siouxland wishes the very 
best for the team throughout the years ahead.

Last minute update!  The boys won their next to last 
game on Saturday, September 26th.  The October 
3rd game will be the Pink Game to raise cancer 
awareness and one where the boys play for those 
who are unable to play in contact sports.

Dane Doty Coach and Feature Reporter      
East Black Raider 6th Grade Team
  

Welcome to our first segment of “Kinder Kids”…where Siouxland kindergarten students meet kindergarten students 
across several state lines.  This month, Ms. D’s kindergarten class from Texas shares a little insight about their lives with 
Ms. Junger’s kindergarten class from Hunt Elementary in Sioux City. Next month, Ms. Clancy’s kindergarten class from 
the East Coast will be sharing some fun facts about the Atlantic coastline….what a great time for all and hopefully for 
our Kid Scoop News Siouxland  readers.

KINDER KIDS

Dear Ms. D’s Class, 
Thank you for letting us write to you! We look forward to 
learning more about you and your school! We are kindergarten 
students and we go to Hunt School in Sioux City, Iowa and 
for most of us this is our first school experience. We love 
Kindergarten! We are learning so much! We are learning how 
to count, write, and read. It is a very exciting time for us! We are 
looking forward to learning about you and what you do in Texas. 
A few of the questions we have are:  What are you learning? 
Do you sit at tables and chairs? Is it hot where you live? Do you 
have any pets? Have you ever been to Iowa? We have attached 
pictures that we have drawn for you and in the pictures we drew 
about our favorite things we like to do. Talk to you soon!
Your friends in Ms. Jungers’ Class

Howdy New Friends in Iowa!

We go to school at Morningside Elementary.   We help each other at school and we are good friends.  We High- 5 
each other!  We work hard writing.  We go to centers.  We love to play on computers, play Legos, play with blocks and 
our ABC beanbags. We have folders and backpacks and we live on a planet.  We wish you could come here and we 
would give you hugs.  
Weather ~ It is hot and steamy in Texas.  Sometimes the wind pushes us really hard.  Sometimes it thunders and s and  
     we have big floods that go over our bridge.
Teacher ~ Our teacher is Ms. De Groote.  She is our leader.  Ms. D is nice.  She has work for us to do and we do hard  
   things and easy things and long things.  She lets us dance.  

How About You Guys? We want to know all about you and all about your world.      What do you do to be nice?
What kind of animals do you have outside?     Do you like football, soccer and hockey? 

Your Friends,   Ms. D’s Dragons ~ New Braunfels, Texas (The Hill Country!)
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Leeds Elementary Students Raise Funds for June E. Nylen Center
At Leeds Elementary School, Mrs. Irwin and Mrs. Ryan both have students who raises money for the June E. Nylen Cancer Center in Sioux City.  
One student, Kailynn decided to come up with a fundraiser to help cancer patients like her grandparents.  Her grandmother and grandfather both 
have been patients the Center.
Kailynn and Isabel make bracelets and sell them at school.  They both come in early during school breakfast time and they sit at a table to 
promote this fundraiser.  
“It has been an awesome experience,” said Kailynn.  “We raise the money and take it to the center to give towards helping others get cured.  
What would happen to each of you if you got cancer?”  Kailynn is determined to make a difference.  KUDOS to Kailynn and 
Isabel for “Paying it Forward” during the school year.  They continue to show determination and commitment towards this 
fundraiser,  (Interview by Adrian)
Grace attends Leeds Elementary and is also in Mrs. Irwin’s 4th grade classroom.  For the past few years she has walked in the 
Pets on Parade event to help raise money for the Humane Society.  Grace feels it is important to help raise money for animals as 
she has animals at home and realizes how important taking care of animal can be.  She goes door to door before the Parade to 
ask people for donations.  “I like helping the homeless and abused animals, this is why I do it.”
Kid Scoop News Siouxland sends our KUDOS to these students at Leeds Elementary and encourage students of all ages to find 
ways to “Pay it Forward” throughout their communities.

Food Detectives:  Ms. Siepker’s Fantastic First Grade 
Farm to Table Insights!
Lawton-Bronson Elementary School
 Ms. Siepker’s first graders are becoming food detectives this school year.  They are 
learning how our food gets to our plates and celebrating the importance of agriculture 
and business in our own hometowns.
Ms. Siepker brought a potato plant to school one day.  This plant had been planted by the 
first graders from last year.  Right away, one detective said that it was a milkweed plant!  
(One of the most important plants for the monarch butterfly!)They had been raising and 
releasing monarch butterflies, so they have seen lots of milkweed coming to school.  The 
detectives then found out that the plant was a potato plant.  They discussed which part to 
eat.  Some detectives decided that maybe they’d eat the leaves!  They learned that the 
potatoes are found under the ground and enjoyed finding all of the potatoes.  Using their 
own potatoes, they made an amazing potato soup.
 As food detectives, they are taking a lunch item and tracing it back to the soil.  Noah D. 
had milk.  He said that cows make milk and they eat grass.  Grass is planted in the soil.  
Great detective work, Noah!  Amelia P. had French fries.  She very quickly said that the 
fries come from a potato.  Potatos are planted in the soil.  Super job, Amelia!
 Through the Ag in the Classroom program, the students adopted Dan Peterson, AKA 
Farmer Dan, for this year.  Farmer Dan raises corn, soybeans and beef cattle.  Using the 
potato soup ingredients, the students learned that Farmer Dan provides a corn product 
needed in making the cream of potato soup and the cheese.
First grade parent Dee McKenna brought in a soybean plant.  Detective Michael H. 
said that it was a pea plant because it’s green and has furry stuff on it.  Kate T. agreed 
with him and added that it has pea pods.  Natalie M. was convinced that it was a pea 

plant because she went out with her mom and picked it!  They then learned that it was 
a soybean plant and is related to the pea plant because of the pods.  Dee then used 
her orbeez beads(water beads) as an activity to show what plants need to grow.  They 
added soybeans to the beads and put everything into a small plastic bag.  Over the next 
several days, all observed the soybeans and were very excited when the seeds began to 
germinate!  They learned that for our soybeans to continue to grow, they will need a place 
to grow, soil and water.
 Dee shared that soybeans are used in ink and feed for 
livestock.  During the year, the detectives will be learning 
other food items and things that are made from soybeans.  
As they all become good food detectives, they will learn 
to make good observations, ask good questions and 
make connections between our food and the soil.  The 
first grade detectives from Ms. Siepker’s plan on reporting 
what they are learning monthly.  They all hope you enjoy 
their adventures as they become 
good food detectives and use the 
observation and writing skills in other 
subjects as well!
Kid Scoop News Note:  Ms. Siepker, 
first grade teacher at Lawton-Bronson 
gives a great deal of time and energy 
assisting students in understanding 
the farm to table concepts.  Each year, a garden is grown and the 
produce used in recipes and snacks during the school year.  A HUGE SET OF KUDOS 
to Ms. Siepker.  We look forward to learning more about farm to table ideas and are so 
very happy to have this special feature in our magazine!

Missouri Valley Elementary Hosts Kid Scoop News Siouxland!    
 Missouri Valley second grade students show their excitement for Kid Scoop News Siouxland.  Students in Mrs. Marsha Barry’s , 
Mrs. Mary Dickinson’s, and Mrs. Patti Oldberg’s econd grade classrooms received their first issue of Kid Scoop News Siouxland 

and will be sending submissions for next month’s issue.  Recently, Kid Scoop News Educational Coordinator, Jeanette Hopkins, visited all 
15 sections of the Missouri Valley Elementary School.  Jeanette shared her picture books with the students, information about the magazine, and how teachers may participate in 
publication.  Principal Robin Holtz and Mary Dickinson organized the three-day event to enhance their commitment to student-centered literacy programs.   KUDOS to Missouri Valley 
Elementary for their strong support and encouragement for young writers and readers!  We look forward to sharing their submissions in next month’s issue.
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Standards Link: Word Analysis: Recognize rhyming words. Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Inside the hard shell of a kernel of popcornthere is a little bit of                .    .  When thekernel gets really              , the water insideturns into                   . . The pressure from thesteam causes the kernel to explode and ...              You get a �u�y white popped kernel!
Use yellow to color all the popcorn piecesthat have words that rhyme withUse red to color all the pieces with wordsthat rhyme with             .

Store popcorn kernelsin a tightly
sealed jar
so that they
will not
    dry out.

(That’s about 51 quarts 

for every man, woman 

and child in the U.S.A.)
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Have a “Jolly Time” at “One Fun Place”!
FUN!  How does one describe “fun”….POPCORN!  Who hasn’t enjoyed the buttery, 
hot, fluffy snack food that makes one think of football games, movies, and a night with 
the family?  Delicious down to the last bit, popcorn is truly an American tradition and 
while once rare to the common folk has become one of the top selling snack foods in the 
U.S. with the American Pop Corn Company and Jolly Time Pop Corn striving to become 
number one!
In the beginning, Cloid H. Smith, better known as C.H. Smith, started the American Pop 
Corn Company in his home at 2727 Nebraska Street in Sioux City. For the next 100 
years, the Smith Family would develop and fine tune the company to become one of the 
largest and well established companies in the Siouxland region.  According to
Garry Smith, C.L.’s great grandson, the American Pop Corn Company has risen to 
become third in the business and aspiring each year to break through to being one of 
the top two!  Pretty impressive for a company that began in the basement of a house on 
Nebraska Street in Sioux City.  
Recently, Garry met with two of Kid Scoop News Siouxland’s feature reporters Lexi 
Schweitzberger and Chloe Brown to share an overview of the company.  This four 
generational company had very humble beginnings.  Garry considers his great 
grandfather the “dreamer and inventor” in the family.  Back then, one would refer 
to this type of individual as a “wheeler and a dealer”…a Midwest person having a 
strong work ethic and not afraid to use “sweat equity” as a means to an end.  In 1899, 
he established the first telephone company in Odebolt, Iowa (Odebolt Telephone 
Company).  The Odebolt Telephone Company became the New State Telephone 
Company and C.H. was named general manager.  In 1905, when New State moved 
the big office to Sioux City, C.H. oversaw construction and 

moved his family to that famous house in Sioux City, 2727 
Nebraska.  This became the official birthplace of Jolly Time.
Garry also knows that a company needs more than just the 
dreamer, and he believes that his grandfather, Howard, 
was that person.  Howard was president 

of the company from 1939 to 1966, 
and lived to see the American Pop 
Corn Company reach it’s Golden 
Anniversary of 50 years.  
Garry’s father, Wrede and uncle, 
Chesley became the President 
and the CEO (respectively) of the 
company when Howard retired.  It 
wasn’t easy to live up to Howard’s 
high standards of work and 
the young men had to prove 
themselves.  Their sons, Garry 

and Carlton eventually became the fourth generation 
of the Smith family to oversee all of the production and 
management issues in the company.   There are few 
family corporations that last this long.  As families grow 
and expand, the “dreamers and inventors” often have 
very different ideas than those who are more “down to 
earth”.  Garry is very proud of the fact that his family 
has continued to work well together and to see the 
company grow to the sales force that they are now.
“The Midwest is a perfect place for popcorn to be 
grown.  There is lighter and sandier soil, say near 
O’Neil, Nebraska and this produces some of the best 
popcorn around.”
The Ogalala Acquifer also provides the necessary 
water source for the crop.  “People in the Midwest 

know how to work…there is great 
loyalty and pride between people. “ The 
company contracts about 90 farmers, 
thousands of acres of land to produce the 
needed corn.  When October arrives, the 
popcorn is delivered at a 17% moisture 
rate and drying occurs here in Sioux City.  
Popcorn pops best at a 13% rate and 
The America Pop Corn Company wants 
the very best level of moisture in their 
products.
The reporters mentioned to Garry that 
they love “stories” and asked Garry if 
he had any family or company stories 
to share.  One mentioned that they had 
heard that a building had caught on fire 
and there were mounds of popcorn all 
over the place.  Garry just grinned and 
said that that wasn’t possible.  “Popcorn 
pops best at 400 degrees…a building 
fire would be much higher and the 
popcorn would just burn.”
He shared that there had been four 
“natural” disasters throughout the history 
of Jolly Time-two major fires and two 
floods.  He is very proud of his father, 
Wrede, for the contributions he made 
towards developing the Floyd River 
Channel which allowed for the safety 
and protection of more families and 
businesses.  He led the campaign for 
the development of the channel and the 
local families and businesses have been 
grateful.
Garry laughs when asked what his 
favorite product is, “Hands down…Blast O’ Butter…I know it’s not the 
healthiest, but once in awhile, you just have to have a bowl of this and watch your 
favorite movie or game.” Weight Watchers have endorsed several of the products for 
their “healthy” snack qualities, and the team has worked hard to create new kinds of 
either gourmet or healthy choices.  
The family continues to move forward, and the fifth generation is beginning to make 
their mark.  Rett and Alex, Garry’s sons work in the business aspect of the company.  
His sister, Jeanne, and niece are beginning to launch a higher end set of popcorn 
products which will attract specialty store owners throughout the world.  It never ends, 
the company must always have the dreamers and inventors, as well as the nuts and 
bolts personalities needed for success. KUDOS to the Jolly Time Popcorn Company for 
staying in Sioux City and helping our “place” to be one that continues to build on those 
“Midwest values” and the hard work ethic of prairie pioneers.
Jolly Time endorses and promotes the Kernels of Kindness Program that has been 
developed to give back to the community the joy and motivation they have for bringing 
people together.  One major resource for this article was Celebrating 100 Years of 
Family and Fun by Marcia Poole and Bruce Miller. In addition to the corporate buildings 
at One Fun Place, Garry encouraged everyone to visit their new Jolly Time Pop Corn 
Museum at 1717 Terminal Drive in Sioux City.  The museum opened in June of 2015 to 
celebrate 100 years of business.

Lexi Schweitzberger  Sgt. Bluff-Luton High School  9th Grade
Chloe Brown  Whiting High School   10th Grade
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Make a safety poster for 
your class illustrating one
of these rules.
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These are some safety rules from Robin Padgett, a school bus 
driver from Lynchburg, Virginia. Write the number of the rule 
each student is talking about next to each student’s face.

         his year’s theme
          for National School 
Bus Safety Week is Avoid 
Harm, Obey the Stop 
Arm. While National 
School Bus Safety Week 
is always the third week 
of October, bus safety is a 
year-round subject.

1. Be at the bus stop
    early.

2. Wait for the bus in a
    safe place—away from
    the road.

3. Listen to the bus driver
    and follow directions.

4. Keep hands, arms and head
    inside the bus at all times.

5. Please don't eat or drink on
    the bus.

Read the list of places 
where the school bus 
picks up students of 
Acorn Elementary. Mark 
on the map places the 
bus stops, then draw the 
route the bus will take.

Many children are injured each year while getting on or 
off school buses. This is because the bus driver cannot 
see the area that is 10 feet in front of the bus. This is 
called the blind spot.

Look at the overhead view of the school bus. Color in 
the blind spot. You can avoid being in the blind spot by 
always taking at least 10 giant steps away from your bus 
before crossing in front of it. And, always wait for the 
bus driver or another adult to tell you when it is safe to 
cross the street.
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognized identical
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

SAFETY
RULES
BEWARE
BLIND
ROBIN
FLASHING
STOP
BILLION
NATIONAL
GIANT
DRINK
WEEK
FACE
BUS
DRIVER

Find the words by looking up, down, back-
wards, forwards, sideways and diagonally. 
Then see if you can find the words in this 
month’s Kid Scoop stories and activities.
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Make a safety poster for 
your class illustrating one
of these rules.
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These are some safety rules from Robin Padgett, a school bus 
driver from Lynchburg, Virginia. Write the number of the rule 
each student is talking about next to each student’s face.

         his year’s theme
          for National School 
Bus Safety Week is Avoid 
Harm, Obey the Stop 
Arm. While National 
School Bus Safety Week 
is always the third week 
of October, bus safety is a 
year-round subject.

1. Be at the bus stop
    early.

2. Wait for the bus in a
    safe place—away from
    the road.

3. Listen to the bus driver
    and follow directions.

4. Keep hands, arms and head
    inside the bus at all times.

5. Please don't eat or drink on
    the bus.

Read the list of places 
where the school bus 
picks up students of 
Acorn Elementary. Mark 
on the map places the 
bus stops, then draw the 
route the bus will take.

Many children are injured each year while getting on or 
off school buses. This is because the bus driver cannot 
see the area that is 10 feet in front of the bus. This is 
called the blind spot.

Look at the overhead view of the school bus. Color in 
the blind spot. You can avoid being in the blind spot by 
always taking at least 10 giant steps away from your bus 
before crossing in front of it. And, always wait for the 
bus driver or another adult to tell you when it is safe to 
cross the street.
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognized identical
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

SAFETY
RULES
BEWARE
BLIND
ROBIN
FLASHING
STOP
BILLION
NATIONAL
GIANT
DRINK
WEEK
FACE
BUS
DRIVER

Find the words by looking up, down, back-
wards, forwards, sideways and diagonally. 
Then see if you can find the words in this 
month’s Kid Scoop stories and activities.

Make a safety poster for 
your class illustrating one
of these rules.
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These are some safety rules from Robin Padgett, a school bus 
driver from Lynchburg, Virginia. Write the number of the rule 
each student is talking about next to each student’s face.

         his year’s theme
          for National School 
Bus Safety Week is Avoid 
Harm, Obey the Stop 
Arm. While National 
School Bus Safety Week 
is always the third week 
of October, bus safety is a 
year-round subject.

1. Be at the bus stop
    early.

2. Wait for the bus in a
    safe place—away from
    the road.

3. Listen to the bus driver
    and follow directions.

4. Keep hands, arms and head
    inside the bus at all times.

5. Please don't eat or drink on
    the bus.

Read the list of places 
where the school bus 
picks up students of 
Acorn Elementary. Mark 
on the map places the 
bus stops, then draw the 
route the bus will take.

Many children are injured each year while getting on or 
off school buses. This is because the bus driver cannot 
see the area that is 10 feet in front of the bus. This is 
called the blind spot.

Look at the overhead view of the school bus. Color in 
the blind spot. You can avoid being in the blind spot by 
always taking at least 10 giant steps away from your bus 
before crossing in front of it. And, always wait for the 
bus driver or another adult to tell you when it is safe to 
cross the street.
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognized identical
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

SAFETY
RULES
BEWARE
BLIND
ROBIN
FLASHING
STOP
BILLION
NATIONAL
GIANT
DRINK
WEEK
FACE
BUS
DRIVER

Find the words by looking up, down, back-
wards, forwards, sideways and diagonally. 
Then see if you can find the words in this 
month’s Kid Scoop stories and activities.

School Bus Safety:  Madeline Cramer’s Classes  
  at Mater Dei Nativity Center 
School Bus Safety is a good thing to know! Here are the rules for 
bus safety.
1. Conduct should be as in the classroom. That means all the rules  
    in the classroom should be all the rules on the bus.
2. Be courteous, no teasing or harassing. That means be nice to   
    people at all times.
3. No eating, drinking, or chewing gum on the bus. That means no 
    foods or drinks allowed.

4.No littering. That means no throwing paper or anything on the 
   bus floor.
5.  Cooperate with the driver. That means always listen to your bus
    driver.
6.No destruction or vandalism to the bus. That means do not poke 
    holes anywhere!
7.  Stay seated unless entering or exiting the bus. That means do not  
    stand on the bus while the vehicle is in motion.
8. Keep arms, hands and head inside the bus. That means if the bus 
    driver has the windows down; do not put any part of your body 

    out the window.
9. No shouting or yelling on the bus… normal conversation. That 
    means do not yell or it could disturb the bus driver and he might 
    take his eyes off the road.
10. Keep hands, arms, legs and head out of the aisle. That means 
    do not put any part of your body in the aisle or you could get hurt.
11. The bus driver is authorized to assign seats. That means every 
time you go on the bus your bus driver will give you your seat. 
Hope you learned a little bit of School Bus Safety.  
Have fun and stay safe!
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What’s the best orange juice deal?

Welcome to Let’s 
Get the Best Deal! 

I’m your host, 
Monty Markup!

The contestant who saves the most 
money wins! Remember, you’re 

looking for the best value, 
not just the lowest price!

Your 
Answer:

What’s the best jeans deal? What’s the best paper deal?

I know, 
I know! 
The box 
of juice 

is 
cheapest!

Hmmm … I can get more 
servings of juice and save 
more money with one of 

the larger sizes!

The Fancy 
Schmancy 

jeans! Everyone 
is wearing those. 

I would be 
so cool!

Jeans are jeans! 
Why pay so much 
just for the label? Your 

Answer:

If I buy the cheapest juice and 
paper, I can save money for 
the Fancy Schmancy Jeans.

No brainer! I 
know what the 

best deal is!

Let’s hear it for today’s lucky 
contestants … Sandy Sawbuck 

and Carl Coinop!

Your job is to look at the three 
different products and the 
three different ways to buy 
those products. Then decide 

which is the BEST deal!

Your 
Answer:

Find the words by looking up, down, back-
wards, forwards, sideways and diagonally. 
Then see if you can find the words in this 
month’s Kid Scoop stories and activities.

Newspaper coupons are a great way to get the best deal. 
Circle the coupon that is the best deal for each product.

DEAL
COMPARISON
SUDSY
VALUE
MONEY
CHART
THRIFT
STORE
LOWEST
LABEL
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FREE
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T

Y

E

N

O

M

O

Y

L

E

E

L

O

W

E

S

T

E

R

E

T

S

U

D

S

Y

B

O

R

V

I

L

C

R

E

A

T

F

I

R

H

T

R

O

L

S

E

V

A

S

A

E

U

N

H

S

R

P

P

P

U

R

D

E

T

A

M

A

E

L

E

E

B

D

O

O

F

F

A

M

Y

E

C

S

C

U

L

V

O

M



To Adopt A Classroom Please Call (712)293-4303 www.NIESiouxland.com © Vicki Whiting September 2015

19

What’s the best orange juice deal?

Welcome to Let’s 
Get the Best Deal! 

I’m your host, 
Monty Markup!

The contestant who saves the most 
money wins! Remember, you’re 

looking for the best value, 
not just the lowest price!

Your 
Answer:

What’s the best jeans deal? What’s the best paper deal?

I know, 
I know! 
The box 
of juice 

is 
cheapest!

Hmmm … I can get more 
servings of juice and save 
more money with one of 

the larger sizes!

The Fancy 
Schmancy 

jeans! Everyone 
is wearing those. 

I would be 
so cool!

Jeans are jeans! 
Why pay so much 
just for the label? Your 

Answer:

If I buy the cheapest juice and 
paper, I can save money for 
the Fancy Schmancy Jeans.

No brainer! I 
know what the 

best deal is!

Let’s hear it for today’s lucky 
contestants … Sandy Sawbuck 

and Carl Coinop!

Your job is to look at the three 
different products and the 
three different ways to buy 
those products. Then decide 

which is the BEST deal!

Your 
Answer:

Find the words by looking up, down, back-
wards, forwards, sideways and diagonally. 
Then see if you can find the words in this 
month’s Kid Scoop stories and activities.

Newspaper coupons are a great way to get the best deal. 
Circle the coupon that is the best deal for each product.
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Where Does the Money Go?
 Whenever I go shopping on Black Friday, I go 
with my mom and my sister. It is a lot of fun… 
sometimes! I do have to tell you it does get crazy! 
There is a lot of pushing. One time someone 
pushed me and I fell and then someone stepped 
on me! I love Black Friday because of the sales 
and I always get great deals. Even though it gets 
crowed and sometimes I get injured, I still love it!   
Laynee L.  Mater Dei Nativity Center

Shopping during the holiday season can be very 
expensive, but it doesn’t have to be.  You can have 
an amazing holiday fun and easy ways to spend 
much money!  The item I think my family spends the 
most on would be candy.  Stores tend to increase 
prices on candy during the holiday seasons.  You 
could try to stay away from name brand candy.  
Name brands are often more expensive.  For 
decorations, you could make a lot of DIY projects.  
You could even use materials from around the 
house.  DIY projects are an easy and creative way 
to decorate your house and save money.  If you 
use these suggestions, you will have an amazing 
and less expensive holiday season.  
Ellie L.  Mater Dei Nativity Center

Imagine you have $200 to spend on clothes 
and shoes.  You arrive at the mall and you see a 
sweater you would like, but it is $50.  You decide 
to keep looking around.  As you are walking, you 
see the same sweater for $19.99 and you decide 
to buy it.

Tip #1: Look around at all of the stores.
Tip #2: Don’t spend all of your money in one store.
Tip #3: If you find something you like, but you’re 
           not sure, try it on and then decide.
Tip #4: Grab different sizes, to same time if 
            something doesn’t fit.
Tip #5: Always bring a water to keep in your purse 
           or the car.
Madi K.  Mater Dei Nativity Center

Now you may think buying a 36-pack of Coke for 
$14 is a steal, but that deal may be a trick to get 
you into the store.  You can buy a 12-pack for $4, 
so if you do the math, you’ll see it is $2 less than 

the $14 for a 36-pack.  If there is a store brand 
opposed to a big name brand, you should go for 
the store brand; it is usually a lot cheaper.  When 
you get the store brand, you are helping a family 
business.  Pay attention to the prices and be sure 
you buy smart!
Mitchel O. Mater Dei Nativity Center

Have you ever wondered what a cheaper way 
to shop is?  Sometimes with shopping you should 
go to different stores to compare the prices.  Or 
sometimes you should do some “DIY” stuff.  DIY 
means “do it yourself”, and is actually really 
cool.  I watch DIY videos on YouTube and now 
I know how to make things for Halloween.  I’ll 
make wooden pumpkins, plastic black cats and a 
speaker to use to play Halloween songs.  
Daytona B. Mater Dei Nativity Center

When shopping, you ask yourself things like…
should I get this or that…is this good deal…..or 
does this look good on me?  Well, I can answer 
some of those questions.  The cheaper the better 
unless it doesn’t look good.  Cheaper may be 
good, but a good deal is better.  So I say, buy 
whatever has the best deal or sale.  It’s a good 
deal if it is cheaper than buying anything at 
regular price.  (It seems it always is a good deal if 
it looks really good!)
Keelie I.  Mater Dei Nativity Center

What are the best tips on shopping? First, make 
a budget. We don’t want to spend a fortune on 
a product that we would only use once per year. 
Next, shop smart. Ask yourself questions. Is this 
product made of efficient material? Where was 
this made? What is the expiration date? Some of 
the time, Chinese exports aren’t made of the best 
material. If you intend to shop in your town, you 
can get the same products for better prices at 
Target or Sam’s Club, than those at the mall. If you 
prefer to shop online, I would recommend QVC 
or Amazon. Those websites have a very broad 
variety of Halloween costumes, props, and more 
at affordable prices. Heads Up! Shipping and 
handling may or may not be free.   
Sarah-Marie J. Mater Dei Nativity Center

ALISHA RINKER PERSONAL BANKER 
2220 HAMILTON BOULEVARD

COMPARISON SHOPPING IS A GREAT WAY TO HELP YOU SAVE MONEY 
ON WHAT YOU BUY THROUGH COMPARING DIFFERENT BRANDS AND 

SELECTING THE ONE THAT HAS THE LOWEST PRICE!

COMPARISON SHOPPING CHALLENGE

TIP OF THE MONTH

Go grocery shopping with your parents.  Make sure to bring something to write 
with!  Decide on five different items that you want to help your parents shop for.  
When you find the item, have your parents help you find two different brands 

to compare.  Find how much it costs to purchase 
each item and write down what you discover.  Now, 
you may need your parents’ help for the next part!  
Find the more expensive of the two items.  Using a 
calculator, subtract the lower priced item from the 
more expensive priced item.  The answer is how 
much money you will save with buying the lower 
priced item!  Record your savings and do the same 
for all five. 
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Each year on the same fall day, the swallows that live at the old San Juan 
Capistrano mission in California disappear. It was once thought that swallows 
hid themselves in the mud, spending the long winter months at the bottom of 

ponds and rivers. But now we know that the swallows begin their long 
migration south on October 23rd.

Mission San Juan Capistrano is a beautiful historic 
site that has become famous for its swallows. Every 
spring, thousands of swallows come here to nest in 
the walls. Their arrival is eagerly anticipated as a sign 
of spring and is celebrated on March 19th, St. 
Joseph’s Day, when the mission bells ring a welcome.

Every fall, swallows make an astounding 
journey, or migration, to their winter homes 
in Central America, some 2,000 miles away. 
They fly south because their supply of 
insects dwindles during the winter months 
and instinct tells them to fly south. They 
might starve if they were to stay. They take a 
leisurely two months, traveling by day and 
feeding as they go. The birds often return to 
their original nesting sites again the 
following spring.

Just before the swallows 
leave on their long journey 

south, they begin to gather at 
sunset. Can you find two 

swallows on the telephone 
lines that match?

Swallows are built for speed, 
with their distinctive long, 
forked tail and 
long, curved 
wings. They fly 
gracefully, 
changing 
direction 
rapidly and 
constantly 
swooping down. 
They can reach up to 100 mph 
but 30 mph is more typical.

They rarely land on the ground 
except to gather nesting 

material.

Although its bill is 
tiny, the swallow’s 
mouth is large and 
opens wide to catch 

insects in flight. 
Swallows also drink 

“on the wing” by 
swooping along the 

water’s surface and sipping.
Standards Link: Life Science: Animals have different structures / behaviors. 

Birds have a distinctive silhouette in flight. Can you identify 
these bird silhouettes?

Standards Link: Visual Discrimination.
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Mission San Juan Capistrano is a beautiful historic 
site that has become famous for its swallows. Every 
spring, thousands of swallows come here to nest in 
the walls. Their arrival is eagerly anticipated as a sign 
of spring and is celebrated on March 19th, St. 
Joseph’s Day, when the mission bells ring a welcome.

Every fall, swallows make an astounding 
journey, or migration, to their winter homes 
in Central America, some 2,000 miles away. 
They fly south because their supply of 
insects dwindles during the winter months 
and instinct tells them to fly south. They 
might starve if they were to stay. They take a 
leisurely two months, traveling by day and 
feeding as they go. The birds often return to 
their original nesting sites again the 
following spring.

Just before the swallows 
leave on their long journey 

south, they begin to gather at 
sunset. Can you find two 

swallows on the telephone 
lines that match?

Swallows are built for speed, 
with their distinctive long, 
forked tail and 
long, curved 
wings. They fly 
gracefully, 
changing 
direction 
rapidly and 
constantly 
swooping down. 
They can reach up to 100 mph 
but 30 mph is more typical.

They rarely land on the ground 
except to gather nesting 

material.

Although its bill is 
tiny, the swallow’s 
mouth is large and 
opens wide to catch 

insects in flight. 
Swallows also drink 

“on the wing” by 
swooping along the 

water’s surface and sipping.
Standards Link: Life Science: Animals have different structures / behaviors. 

Birds have a distinctive silhouette in flight. Can you identify 
these bird silhouettes?

Standards Link: Visual Discrimination.

Barn Swallows are fun and interesting 
birds. They are very fast fliers. They make 
their nests out of dirt. Their babies are 
very small. They live on farms, acreages, 
and under decks or porches. They like to 
eat bugs while mowing, because the bugs 
fly out of the grass. Barn swallows are the 
coolest and  fastest birds I know.  
Trent H.  Mater Dei    8th Grade 

Barn Swallow
According to Wikipedia.com, the barn 
swallow is the most widespread species of 
swallow in the world.  The barn swallow 
is a bird of open country and need 
manufactured structures to breed.  They 
build nests with mud in barns.  They eat 
insects and live in close association with 
humans.  Barn swallows also migrate 
to the south during winter.  The barn 
swallow is the national bird of Estonia and 
Australia.   
Colby W. Mater Dei    8th Grade

Chirp! Chirp!  One day there was bird 
sitting in my driveway.  It was a baby bird 

that was so very cute!  It had black and 
gray feathers.  I really wanted to pick it 
up, but when I tried, it pecked at me.  So, 
I left it there and later in the afternoon 
when I went back to check on it, it was 
gone.  I was very happy it had found its 
mother again.  I like happy endings.
Diego B.     Akron-Westfield   4th Grade

Did you know every bird is a dinosaur?  I 
like birds because they are very beautiful 
and colorful.  Birds are very graceful 
when they fly.  Some can even be pets.  
When people get pet birds they clip their 
wings so they don’t fly away.  All birds 
have feathers and most can fly.
Shaylee R.   Akron-Westfield  4th Grade 

BIRDS
Beautiful
Intelligent
Really Awesome
Dazzling
Super cool!
Matthew  H. Clark 4th Grade

The Appleseed Tree
One fine day, a little bee named Buzzy went out of his hive to pollinate his very own 
rosebush in the prairie of Illinois.  To his dismay, he discovered a very large apple 
tree had been planted in place of his newly uprooted rosebush.  He went on with his 
pollination (as bees must do what bees must do), but all the while he was very sad.
The following day, he decided that he might as well pollinate the apple tree, but to 
his surprise, he found a man, Johnny, who was with a friend.  They were watering 
the tree. Buzzy waited until they were gone and took some nectar from the tree.  You 
see, Buzzy had dropped some pollen from another apple tree.  He had harvested the 
nectar earlier that day from the other apple tree’s flowers.  When Buzzy returned to 
his hive, he realized he had dropped some of the pollen from that other tree, but it was 
late, and he was tired, so he decided to get more pollen the next day.
When he returned to the apple tree the next day, he realized that the tree had taken 
the pollen and made a new flower so it would grow more apples.  The man Johnny 
was back with his friend, and they were talking about the tree.  Buzzy decided to listen 
to their conversation and was horrified when he heard that the tree might not make it 
through the winter.
He buzzed right back to the hive as fast as he could and got as many of his friends as 
he could and brought them to the tree.  Every day, Buzzy and his friends  went to the 
tree to get rid of some little bugs that ate the leaves….they harvested the extra nectar 
to help out.  They began to notice new flowers on the tree and one day, the tree was 
covered in flowers.
Well…those flowers turned to apples and soon were ready to be harvested.  When 
Johnny and his friend came back to inspect the tree..they figured it now would make 
it throught the winter and they harvested the apples.  Buzzy and his bee friends were 
overjoyed!
They immediately went back to their hive and told everyone the good news about the 
tree.  They decided to have a party in the tree’s honor.
Little did they know that a disaster was about to happen.  Johnny and his friend had 
decided to cut the hive tree down.  When Johnny and his friend raised their axes, 
Johnny noticed the hive.  He said to his friend, “My goodness!  No wonder our apple 
tree was doing so well.  Charlie, this hive was pollinating it…we can’t cut it down or 
the tree won’t make it through the winter!”  Johnny and Charlie left the tree (and the 
hive) alone and Buzzy and his friends have been pollinating that very tree…in the 
prairie of Illinois…ever since to this very day!

Andrew Christensen Sgt. Bluff Middle School 8th Grade
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How the Body Works
kidshealth.org/kid/htbw/SSmovie.html
Kidshealth has a funny movie that works as an introduction 
to the skeleton.

The Skeletal System
youtu.be/Of3XS-gU8dc
For grades 3 through 12 and more advanced learning, this is a 
skeletal system lesson for students labeling the bones and the 
roles they play in the skeletal structure. Links take you to 
further information, quizzes and photos.

Skeleton Dance
youtu.be/lUP-D4dKp14
The skeleton system, Skeleton Dance, How the Body Works 
with a Quiz on Bones.

Slide Show
www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/
science/bodyandmedicine/theskeleton/
This is an interactive slide show on the skeleton. On one 
screen you can click on different sections of the body to learn 
more and at the end, you can build a skeleton.

Bones
by Steve Jenkins

Thought 
provoking, 
sometime funny 
and always 
fascinating, 
Jenkins takes us 
under the skin of 
various creatures 
to reveal and 
compare bone 
structure. Gatefold 
illustrations show 
the human bones 
grouped by body 
area, python bones 
and lots of skulls. 
This is the perfect 
book for learning about skeletons.

This school year, Mater Dei-Nativity Center Middle School students, under the direction 
of English teacher, Andrea Bengford, will be sharing some insights about “good reads” 
for middle school students.  Editor, Erin Cleary organized this month’s reviews and 
they all hope that the Kid Scoop News Siouxland readers take time to check out some 
amazing finds!  Enjoy! 

The Lunar Chronicles by Marissa Meyer
These books are part of the series and the fourth and final book will be released in 
November of this year.  The first book was Cinder, the second book was Scarlet, 
the third was Cress, and the book that is about to be released is Winter.  The books 
are futuristic fairy tales with many twists!  They are told from different characters’ 
perspectives and the farther you get into the series, the more characters there are.  I 
found the Lunar Chronicles to be funny and enjoyable, as well as full of adventure, 
romance, and wonderful characters.  I suggest them for girls in 6th through 8th grades 
for fun reading and 5th grade girls who are looking for a challenge.  
Erin Cleary  8th Grade

Maze Runner by James Dashner
This book is better than the Hunger Games because it is really exciting.  In the 
beginning, to save someone’s life, Thomas (the main character) goes into a very scary 
maze.  You will need to read the book to find out and then see the movie!    
Carlos R. 6th Grade

Divergent by Veronica Roth
There are five remaining groups of people on earth:  Dauntless, Candor, Abengation, 
Erudite, and Amity.  Beatrice, the main character of this story has to choose which 
group she wants to be in.  Life on earth is not what it seems and Beatrice finds herself 
a chosen warrior and leader to find a better life for all.  
Bailey L. and Taylor J. 6th Grade

Jedi Quest by Judy Blundell
Well, quite frankly, it’s Star Wars.  
Titus R.  5th Grade

Heat by Mike Lupica
It’s about baseball, so if you like baseball, give it a try.  Most of this author’s books are 
sports books.  I love sports, so I’ve read almost all of his books.  
Lincoln C. 5th Grade

Harry Potter by J.K. Rowling
This is a great book filled with adventure.  (…there is also a great deal of danger, 
mystery, a little magic, action, and very interesting characters…)  
Brooklyn 5th Grade

Sisters by Raina Telgemeier
This is such a great book!  It’s about sisters who fight all of the time!  It’s really funny 
and it’s only 1 AR point.  I recommend this book for ANYBODY!   
Logan M. 

Ivy and Bean by Annie Barrows
If you want a fun book, then pick this one.  It is exciting and just plain awesome!  It’s 
about two girls who at first aren’t friends, but become friends.  They do crazy stuff like 
running around, falling, and stuff like that.  It’s a cool book to read.    
Lauren   4th Grade

I Survived by Lauren Tarshis
I like the book because it tells about history and has great adventures.  Also, it is a 
series, so after I read one of the books, I begin another.  
James D. 3rd Grade

I Survived the Great Chicago Fire, 1871 by Lauren Tarshis
In the beginning this kid, Oscar, lives in Castle, a small town in the country.  He’s 
a farmer, and his dad had died in a blizzard.  All that was left from his dad was 
a badge from when he was a sheriff.  Oscar and his mom went to the city with a 
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man who his mom loved and they were going to get 
married.  When Oscar gets off the train a gang of 
boys and one girl steal his suitcases.  Then they get to 
a hotel, he saw the girl, followed her to a little house 
and WHAM!  There was fire everywhere and that is 
when the Great Chicago Fire began.  This is an exciting 
book!
Anonymous 4th Grade

My Sister, the Vampire by Sienna Meyer
Olivia and Ivy find out one day that they are actually 
sisters.  One is a vampire and one is human.  (You’ll 
have to read what happens….but a pretty catchy 
beginning!)   
Mackenzie C. 3rd Grade 

My Weird School by Dan Gutman
This series of books is really funny.  My favorite is Mrs. 
Daisy is Crazy.  These books are just fun to read!  
Seth D.  3rd Grade

Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney
It’s about a boy that is miserable with his family.  In the 
book, Greg Heffley’s older brother, Roderick, is mean.  
In this book, Greg is the main character who goes 
through many misadventures!  
Felicity Y. 3rd Grade

Magic Tree House by Mary Pope Osborne
These books are adventurous and tell about famous 
people!   
Devan H. 2nd Grade

Ready Freddy by Abby Klein
Freddy has many funny adventures that normally take 
place at school.   
Reese B. 2nd Grade

Rainbow Fairies by Daisy Meadow
Each book is about a different type of fairy and the 
unique talents that they each have.
Carli A.  2nd Grade

Raina is a normal sixth grader, until one night after 
Girl Scouts, she tried to run to her house with her 
best friends, Melissa and Kelli.  She grabs her friend 
Kelli’s jacket, but misses.  She trips and falls, severely 
damaging her two front teeth.  She goes to the 
orthodontist, Dr. Golden.  She has to get braces, have 
surgery, wear embarrassing headgear, and even wear 
a retainer with two fake teeth attached.
When she goes back to school, all of her friends make 
fun of her.  One day they pulled a prank on her and 
she said, “I’m done!”  She runs into a new girl at school 
and befriends this girl and her other friends.  She goes 
to a dance with them…and she learns to smile again!  
The message of this book is to be yourself.  I love this 
book. If you like it, you will like her other book, Sisters.
Shayleigh T. Kingsley-Pierson 7th Grade

Eeny Meeny M.J. Arlidge
When one of them dies, the other is free.  When you 
are free, you have to be careful.  The police will be on 
your case and it will get harder and harder to want to 
live.  I mean, why would you want to live if you’ve just 
killed someone who might have been your best friend?  
The main character in this book is Inspector Helen 
Grace, who doesn’t understand what is going on or 
why.  More and more people start disappearing, and 
she wants to find out what is happening.  The survivors 
tell stories that she is starting to believe.
The book is about a game.  The game can take 
place anywhere, an empty swimming pool, a feed 
bin on a farm, or a cellar.  The two people playing 
may not know each other.  Many of the survivors are 
dehydrated and starving as there is no food or water.  

No one knows why the game is happening  until one 
person describes how to escape.
I recommend this book if you like mysteries.  Each 
chapter leaves you wanting to read more.  I kept asking 
myself questions.  “Why is this happening to innocent 
people?”  The book is filled with action, and there is a 
second book in the series, Pop Goes the Weasel.  Be 
sure to read Eeny Meeny by M.J. Arlidge.  
Blacey S. Kingsley-Pierson 7th Grade

How to Eat Fried Worms Thomas Rockwell
Have you ever thought of the most disgusting thing ever 
to eat?  A boy named Billy did and he ate it for 15 
days!  He ate 15 worms, one each day.  Three other 
boys were in on the bet, too, to win $50.  Will Billy win 
the bet and eat all 15 worms or will he lose?
Micsha G. Clark Elementary 4th Grade

A Writing and Reading Idea
This year our social studies’ teacher, Mrs. Boustead, 
had an idea.  She gave us a composition journal to use 
as a Journey Journal.  We put a map of the 50 states 
and all of the countries in it.  The, we marked what state 
and country we live in.  After we did that, we wrote 
about ourselves, where we live, and we could add 
pictures if we wanted to do that.  We selected a person 
to send it to, anywhere in the world.  The person we 
send it to follows the rules of what to put in it and then 
they send it on, anywhere in the world…this continues 
until April.  In April, if the person who has it follows the 
rules, they will send it back to us.
We have sent our journals all around the world, and 
have already heard back from people.  We hope we 
continue to hear back.  This is really a big deal to us 
since we live in such a small town.  We hope all of our 
journey journals make it back to us by the end of the 
school year.
Ashley S. Kingsley-Pierson Middle School

Lines of 
Symmetry
When an object, shape 
or picture has two 
parts that are mirror 
images, it has 
symmetry. For 
example, you can draw 
a line down the middle 
of the letter “M” and 
each half is a mirror 
image of the other. 
The letter “L” does not 
have symmetry. Look 
through the newspaper 
for letters, words, 
shapes or images that 
have symmetry. Cut 
and paste them here.
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A fire has started at 101 Flintstone Lane!
How will everyone in the house know there is a fire?

By the time anyone in the family smells smoke,
the fire could be too big for the people upstairs to get down the stairs.

This is a job for Super Sniffer Blaster Bleepers, your life-saving smoke alarms!

Standards Link: Health and Safety: 
Students develop and use appropriate skills 
to avoid injury.

Test smoke alarms each 
month to make sure they 
are working, and so you’ll 
know what they sound 
like when they go off.

Replace old batteries with 
brand new ones at least 
once a year.

Replace smoke alarms at 
least every 10 years.

Keep smoke alarms dust 
free. Run the vacuum 
cleaner attachment over 
and around the alarms to 
clean away the dust.

Each bedroom.

Just outside all 
bedroom areas.

At least one smoke 
alarm on each floor of 
the house.

Near the kitchen, but 
more than 20 feet 
away, so that cooking 
smoke and steam 
don’t set it off.

Put smoke alarms in 
several places in your 
home:

Quick! Cut out each 
of the smoke 

alarms. Read the 
Super Sniffer 

Blaster Bleeper 
Smoke Alarm Tips 

to find out where 
you should put each 

smoke alarm!

Penguin Drop
You have to defend 

your little iceberg by 
shooting snowballs 

out of a cannon.

Tell Us What
You Think

Do you have a free 
online game you like 
to play? Send your 

reviews and 
recommendations to 

woodword@
kidscoopnews.com funbrain.com/brain/JustForFunBrain/Games/Title.html?GameName=PenguinDrop

Lawton-Bronson Autumn Acrostic Poems  3rd Grade   Brenda Mitchell
Football team  Amazing football  Halloween
Other field  Under the leaves  Apples with caramel and nuts
Old games  Too many leaves  Roasting marshmallows
Touchdown!  Up in the tree  Very big crops
Beat the other team Many colors around Everyone harvests
Awesome sport  Near Halloween  See new foods
Long touchdown  Eli S.   Tender, loving care
Long football game    Dalton R.
Caler G.

Fall is fun!   Apples are good  Favorite sport
Always jumping in leaf piles Peach   October is football season
Lots of leaves   Pineapples  Ouch, football hurts!
Leaves are fun to jump in  Lemons   Twenty players on the team
    Eagles   Back-up kicker
Fall is getting colder  School   All players play
Under a tree   Nick D.   Linemen block
Next I jump in them     Linebacker
Addison S.      Lane B.

Very fun to play  Having lots of fun  Other people like the cold
Over the net  A lot of candy  Colder and colder every day
Loveable sport  Lots of leaf piles  The kids are out for candy
Lawton-Bronson  Lots of licking candy Other people stay in, stay out
Eating afterwards  Optimus Prime costumes Bats are hung everywhere
Yay!   Witch costumes  Everyone loves it
Beat the other team Everyone gives candy Rats hung above the doors
Awesome spike  Everyone has costumes Bryce S.
Large score  Nighttime trick-or-treat
Last chance  Isaiah R.
Jocelynn O.

Very fun!    Can monsters be scary On the scary night 
Over the net   October is fun  Chocolate is hot
Love to spike the ball  Scary is awesome  They like fall
Low ball    The ghosts are around October is scary
Everybody hits the ball  Up Frankenstein goes Big leaves are falling
You scored!   Monsters are scary Everybody runs in the leaves
Bop the ball   Every person is scared! Running to a pumpkin
Autumn    Avery M.  Hope D.
Let’s score
Lawton-Bronson wins
Lana L.

Pumpkins are scary on Halloween  Laughing and having fun  Colors everywhere
Under the weeds I saw a pumpkin  Everyone jump in!   October fun
Mushy in the inside   Always fun to play in leaves Loving hot chocolate
Pumpkins will scare you   Very colorful   Outside fun
Keep the lights in the inside   Everyone plays in the leaves Raking leaves
It might be raining on the scary night  Several kids are here  Fall colors red, orange
Next we will carve it!   Sophia J.   Unusual colors of joy
Brek C.         Love all the colors.. 
         Makenna J.

Paint is colorful   Hot chocolate
Under the tree   Always jump in leaves
Make a bright light  Love dressing like a superhero
Pumpkins are scary  Leaves can be fun to rake
Kites are flying   October is cool weather
I carve Jack-o-lanterns  Warm your heater up
Nighttime is scary   Each house has trick-or-treaters
Ethan B.    Everyone goes in houses 
    Never too much candy.
    Parker B.
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Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead)
The Mexican holiday of Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead , takes place over the first two days of November.  Its origins are a mixture 
of Native American traditions and a set of Catholic holidays.  While the holiday’s observances include spending time in cemeteries, making 
shrines to honor those passed, and displaying artistic representations of skulls and skeletons, the occasion is festive, rather than morbid.  
Death is seen as a normal part of the life cycle.  The memories of those exist as they did in their lives, and they are part of the celebration 
each year.  The holiday focuses on gatherings of family and friends to remember those who are gone and to help support them through this 
celebration.
On October 31, All Hallow’s Eve, (el Dia de los innocentes)the children make a children’s altar to invite the spirits of young children to come 

back for a visit.  November 1 is All Saints’ Day, and the adult spirits come to visit.  November 2 is All Souls’ Day, when families go to the 
cemetery to decorate the graves and tombs of relatives.  This three-day festival is filled with marigolds, the flowers of the dead; muertos 
(sustenance),sugar skulls, cardboard skeletons, tissue paper decorations, fruit and nuts, and other traditional foods and decorations.

This year the public may take part in an authentic Day of the Dead celebration hosted by the Sioux City Public Museum and Irving 
Elementary School’s cultural dance team, La Perla Tapatia, which specializes in Mexican dance and music throughout the tri-state region.  
Altars (Ofrendas) will be on display at the museum one week before and after November 1.  La Perla Tapatia will be presenting Mexican 
music and dance on the afternoon of October 31 beginning at 1pm.  Admission is free.

David Lillie Irving Elementary 5th Grade Teacher
 <- Drawing by Brianna Martinez Blessed Sacrament 8th Grade

Presenting a Traditional “Pau-wau”,  
Irving Elementary Celebrates Diversity!
The term “Pau-wau” originally stood for a healing ceremony conducted by the spiritual leaders of a tribe.  As 
the lands were settled by eastern groups, the term “Pow Wow” was used and new traditions became part of the 
celebration.  This past month, Irving Elementary School in Sioux City demonstrated their strong commitment to the 
celebration of diversity by inviting Native tribes to the school for a traditional Pow Wow celebration. Irving fifth grade 
teacher, David Lillie, Betsi Meis, Arly and Mary Sansouci were the Pow Wow coordinators for this second official 
Pow Wow celebration and hope that it becomes their own yearly tradition at Irving.  
Feature reporters, Tianna Wold, Perla Medina, and Jordan Harden caught up with David Lillie this past month to visit with him 
about the celebration.  While organizing such an event can be quite a feat, David shared some very interesting facts with the reporters.
Tianna: Thank you for taking time to be interview, Mr. Lillie.  Could you tell us  
 who the organizers for the event are?

Mr. Lillie: There are many people involved in making the event special but the main organizers are Betsi Meis, Arly Sansouci, and Mary  
  Sansouci.  All have put in many hours of hard work.

Tianna:  What is a Pow Wow and could you explain why you are having one at Irving?  Who will be presenting?

Mr. Lillie: Actually, this is our second year for this event so we hope for it to become yearly.  We want to help young people connect  
  with the elders from their own tribes and the Omaha Tribe is hosting this year’s event.  We hope that other tribes will come,  
  also.  There will be dancers, drumming groups, and Tribal Elders at the festival.

Jordan:  What do you hope to accomplish with the festival?  What is your motivation or purpose for having such an event? It seems as though you are really   
  celebrating diversity and cultural awareness.

Mr. Lillie: Young people from Irving and Sioux City come to the Pow Wow to reconnect with their Tribal heritage.  We believe that one has to know  
 where they come from to know where they are going.  The young people who hear many stories from the Elders about their Native culture. 
Jordan:    How are the Irving classrooms and the broader community involved with the event?

Mr. Lillie:     Several staff members are working during the event.  Classrooms will becoming to see the Pow Wow.  Our Equity Office is   
  providing food and many people outside of the community are coming to present. 

Perla: Will there be any food or children’s activities?

Mr. Lillie:    We will serve chili and cinnamon rolls…soda, coffee, and lemonade. There will be no special children’s games at this celebration.

Perla: Is there anything you would like to add.

Mr. Lillie:    This will be our second Pow Wow.  The Omaha Tribe will be demonstrating traditional hand games.  At this time, we haven’t   
   started to plan 2016.

The staff at Kid Scoop News Siouxland would like to extend a huge set of KUDOS to the members of the organizing team for this event.  One of 
our major goals is to have the students understand what is termed “a sense of place”.  We believe to know who you are…you must know where 
you are from…know the history, the stories, the people, the land…what a great way to learn more!

ARACELY SANTEE SIOUX 
FORMER IRVING STUDENT

KEATON DRAKE ETHAN 
AND CHAZ OMAHA 
TRIBAL DANCERS

HEAD DANCERS
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A fire has started at 101 Flintstone Lane!
How will everyone in the house know there is a fire?

By the time anyone in the family smells smoke,
the fire could be too big for the people upstairs to get down the stairs.

This is a job for Super Sniffer Blaster Bleepers, your life-saving smoke alarms!

Standards Link: Health and Safety: 
Students develop and use appropriate skills 
to avoid injury.

Test smoke alarms each 
month to make sure they 
are working, and so you’ll 
know what they sound 
like when they go off.

Replace old batteries with 
brand new ones at least 
once a year.

Replace smoke alarms at 
least every 10 years.

Keep smoke alarms dust 
free. Run the vacuum 
cleaner attachment over 
and around the alarms to 
clean away the dust.

Each bedroom.

Just outside all 
bedroom areas.

At least one smoke 
alarm on each floor of 
the house.

Near the kitchen, but 
more than 20 feet 
away, so that cooking 
smoke and steam 
don’t set it off.

Put smoke alarms in 
several places in your 
home:

Quick! Cut out each 
of the smoke 

alarms. Read the 
Super Sniffer 

Blaster Bleeper 
Smoke Alarm Tips 

to find out where 
you should put each 

smoke alarm!

Penguin Drop
You have to defend 

your little iceberg by 
shooting snowballs 

out of a cannon.

Tell Us What
You Think

Do you have a free 
online game you like 
to play? Send your 

reviews and 
recommendations to 

woodword@
kidscoopnews.com funbrain.com/brain/JustForFunBrain/Games/Title.html?GameName=PenguinDrop
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Mark Aesoph, Sioux City Fire Marshal      “Smoke Detectors Save Lives!”  
Every 23 seconds, a United States fire department responds to a fire.  A fire occurs in a structure at the rate of one every 66 seconds, and in particular, a 
residential fire occurs every 84 seconds. The Sioux City Fire Rescue has embarked upon a new program that targets fire prevention and safety topics in the 
home.  Check out their website and read about the new program designed to save lives!  (Safe Home Program Summary)

Fire Marshal Mark Aesoph has one great story about being a firefighter.  He said that one night his wife and he were sleeping when they 
woke up to the sound of the smoke detector.  They were startled out of their sleep, looked at each other, and realized they didn’t have a 
plan.  They looked at each other and said, “Where are you going?”  How could a firefighter not have a plan in the event of a fire?  They 
decided right then and there they would make a plan.  Mark believes every family should have an escape route and a place to go when a 
fire occurs and he is spending this month sharing ideas for fire safety for the people of Siouxland.  He later found out that there had been 
a malfunction in their detector and was able to fix it.
Mark is the Fire Marshal for the Sioux City Fire Department.  The Fire Marshal is responsible for code enforcement, fire investigations, fire 
prevention, and giving the public information about fire safety.  There are two Deputy Fire Marshals and an administrative assistant in their 
office.  They are very involved with the Sioux City Fire Prevention programs, especially the one this month.

The interview began with Mark sharing a little about the history of the fire department in Sioux City.  Sioux City’s Fire Department began 
in 1858 and was a volunteer department.  Originally, they pulled the fire carts by hand.  As mechanical progress grew…the fire department used horse 
power, steam engines, and eventually the gas powered fire engine.  The biggest changes in the fire department have been over the last 35 years.  It’s 
become more efficient and technology has changed every aspect of the firefighter’s life.  Protective gear is tested to be flame resistant.  The outfit includes full 
pants, a self-contained breathing unit and there are thermal energy cameras used by all.  This allows the firefighters to search the buildings carefully, but at 
greater speed. 

It is important for fire fighters to be in the elementary schools because fire safety education is for all ages.  During the month of October, Sioux City Fire and 
Rescue will be very busy with rig tours, the Fire Safety House, school visits, and public and private tours of the stations.  The “Big Kick-Off” will be Sunday, 
October 4 where the stations will hold open houses and Station 3 will be demonstrating a sprinkler system.  In fifth grade this year, Basic Aide Training 
(BAT) will take place for students to know more about self fire protection.
Mark’s favorite event has been the Family Fun Night at Grandview Park.  Movie night this year brought close to a 1,000 participants (as l,000 hotdogs 
were eaten) and all enjoyed Planes, Fire, and Rescue on the big screen.  There are plans to continue this event due to the success of the night and the 
enthusiasm everyone had for the program.  “This is the most fun I’ve had working for the Fire Department in almost 20 years….the families, the kids, the 
fire fighters…it was great!” 
If Mark could sum fire safety up in a few words, those words would be, “Smoke Alarms Save Lives!”  One of the best programs that they have is the Safe 

Home Program.  The program is designed to help home owners be accountable for the safety of the family members.  1.  The fire fighters will come to your home and do a survey of risk 
factors in the home.  2.  They will give you the results and a guide to assist creating a safer environment.  3.  They will install, free of charge, a smoke detector…check it…and show the 
home owner how to take care of it.  Kid Scoop News Siouxland  urges every reader to take a few minutes and evaluate the fire safety factors in the home and schedule an appointment 
with the Sioux City Fire and Rescue Department.  KUDOS to one of the most valuable teams in this region.  
Commitment….Competence…Performance!

Mara Aesoph and Chloe Mcclure North Middle School  6th Grade

Fire safety!  
Fire safety is one of the most important things you need to know. First, 
you need to make sure that your fire alarms are working. If they aren’t 
working, you need to replace the batteries in them. If they still don’t work, 
you might need to get a whole different alarm. Next, you need to plan 
an escape plan with your family just in case there ever is a fire. I know 
that my family’s escape plan is to make sure that everyone is out of the 
house and then get as far away from the house as possible. If no phone 
is available to call the fire department , I’m sure your neighbors would be 
happy to let you use their phone.   
Drew Topf Mater Dei-Nativity

What would you do in a fire?  Do you have a place to meet?  If you 
don’t, your family and you should talk about what to do in case of a fire.  
First, have an escape plan.  You need a meeting place that is easy to 
remember, like a mailbox or a tree.  Remember; do not go back into your 
house for any reason!  You should check your fire alarms to see if they 
are working.  Check them at least two times a year.  If your house is ever 
on fire, get out quickly and call 911.  It is never a good idea to play with 
matches or a lighter.  Now, you should be safer if there is a fire.
Emma M. Akron-Westfield  4th Grade

This is how you prevent fire in your home.  If you have an oven, don’t 
keep the oven on.  Don’t put things in front of your fireplace.  Don’t leave 
a hair straightener on.  If your house does catch on fire, make sure you 
call 911,  That is how to prevent a fire in your house.

Aden B.  Clark Elementary  4th Grade
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The 12th Gathering of the 
Kingdom of Riverssance 
Festival 
Huzzah! Huzzah!  The 12th gathering of the Kingdom 
of Riverssance Festival will occur October 3 and 4 at 
the Riverside Park in Sioux City.  Step into a world of 
wonder and delight as full armored jousting, birds of 
prey, knights and princesses, fairies, wizards, and 
scallywags begin each day at 10 and fill the park 

with enchantment and a few mischievous pranks. Our readers are all 
invited to attend this celebration of music, dance, and food! Come in costume if you like!
 Recently, Sir Robert of the Kingdom of Riverssance met with 4th grade students at Crescent 
Park Elementary School.  Students enjoyed the presentation he gave filled with tidbits of 
information about the Renaissance period and the later Middle Ages.  Questions flew as he 
passed his 30 pound helmet around, and shared facts about the textures and materials used 
for making an original replication of a knight’s garb for that time.  The chainmail coif (armour 
headpiece) worn under the helmet is a traditional head covering that when worn protects 
almost every angle of the head as well as the neck and shoulders.  Sir Robert designed his 
own headgear and spent a year riveting this labor-intensive protection.  
Highlighting his visit were the accolades given to Mr. Morgan and Ms. Robinson, 4th Grade 
teachers.  In a short, but impressive pronouncement, Sir Robert granted each a title and 
they became Sir Morgan and Lady Robinson, which the students immediately jumped on 
and began using.  While the traditional and official ceremony is more formal, the students 
enjoyed being part of the event.  The accolade (also known as a dubbing or adoubement) 
was an important part of a young man’s life in the event he was to become a knight.  
Promises of kindness, wisdom, chivalry, and bravery were spoken to Sir Robert before he left.
His presence seemed to move the children to be courteous and generous as they made about 
their day.  Sir Robert extended, again, his invitation for the students to attend the festival on 
October 3-4, as he bowed and backed out the classroom door. 

Tidbits of Wisdom from the Crescent Park 4th Grade Students
I learned that the knight protects the kings and queens and that he is an awesome knight.  I loved Sir 
Robert and I can’t wait to go to the Riverssance Fair.  I will become a knight and protect my block and 
I will be a good and famous knight.  All anyone will have to yell is, “Sir…Sir!” 
 Dakota C.

I learned that knights are very important and that the armor weighs over 200 pounds.   The bag he 
wore was made by his dad when his dad was a kid…it is made of bear fur!  Sir Robert is very brave. 
Kenzie C.

Sir Robert made his armor 11 years ago.  Sir Robert’s dad and uncle made the special bag out of a 
black bear that had been killed by a poacher and they had permission to use the fur.  Sir Robert is a 
brave and magnificent knight.
Kellesse H.

He made his armor 11 years ago and it weighs 200 pounds.  It took him 4 years to make and his 
name became Sir Robert.  Maya A.

The knight’s horse is much bigger than a regular horse.  It had to be stronger to hold the knight.   
Anaki M.

Sir Robert’s sword is not sharp, and his satchel was made out of bear fur.  Jaielos D.

Anyone can make armor and satchels.  There was a famous woman, Joan of Arc, who was knighted.  
Destiny S.

Sir Robert is a knight who protects people and princesses.  He saves the world he lives in.   Brianna F.

He made that armor all by himself.  He did this 11 years ago.   Nathaniel B.

With the armor on, the knight might weigh about 400 pounds.  Beily C.

He rode a horse, not a regular horse but one that is tough, tall 
and can handle a lot of weight!  Jersie C.

You don’t want to fall in a lake as you would drown.  A knight wears a lot 
of armor.  Kyrie O.

Take the suit off gently as it weighs 200 pounds.  Adam F.

It took 4 years to make a 200 pound suit.   Juan A.

A knight is strong, helpful, and nice.  He protects his kingdom.  Matthew S.

Knights must ride big war horses wherever they fight.  They must be very 
strong and wear a lot of armor.  Brynn M.

You can be whatever you want to be, just use your imagination.  Aiden M.

You can be anything if you try.  He made that armor himself!  Jessie L.

Knights are brave, mighty, strong, and powerful…and he made his suit of 200 pounds!  Michael

The first knights  came from England, there were different knights.  Brandon M.

I learned that everyone can do and be what they want to be.  This knight is cool.   Tytan W.

Knights might keep the armor for 6 months.  They ride huge and fat horses whose hoofs sound like 
thunder coming down the street. Sheila R.

Jaida H. drew Sir Robert a wonderful battle horse. 
 
If you put the armor on, you might not take it off for a long time.  The horses we have now have skinny 
legs, if a knight back then got on one, it might break its legs or the back.  Their horses were big and 
tall, so if the knight got on…it could carry him. Jordy C.

I think that knights really do fight dragons!  It might take a squire 20 minutes to get the knight’s armor 
on. Melonie B.

There are still knights today.  The knights had to wear their armor for a very long time during war.  I 
think it might take 40 minutes to get the armor on.   Carter B.

The knight’s armor might be made with leather and metal.  The knight might wear the armor for weeks 
or over a month.  Ivan F.

The knight’s armor stays on for months in battle.  They might wear armor made of leather or metal…
the metal is called chainmail.  Inside the armor there might be cloth so it’s more comfortable. 
Dallas T.

I learned that knights aren’t just a fairy tale.  They are people who have honesty, strength, and power.  
I learned that knights can’t just say, “I am a knight,” and then start fighting people.  They have to be 
selected and show honor and compassion.  Every knight was serving their king when they went to 
fight.   Mackenzie L.
 
Knights wore leather or metal armor.  They have to tie their swords in a peace tie when done.  They 
might fight dragons, bears, and other knights. Adrian P.

Sir Robert, in my opinion, was very intriguing to see!  I learned that knights need to keep their armor 
on for a very long time.  I wonder what it was like to be a knight. Ronald B.

Sir Robert was cool.  He showed me his sword and he showed me his armor.  Cool!   Thor W.

Being a knight is a lot of work.  They might wear their armor for a long time.  They have to protect the 
queen from the bad guys.   Kaden

I learned that the horses back then had to have very thick legs and their backs were very long.  You 
might hear the horses running; it sounded like thunder. Wendy

I learned the being a knight might be uncomfortable.  They may have to wear the armor for months 
and it was made of leather and metal. Kirk H.

Leather allows the armor to bend.  If you’ve seen a turtle on its back, it can’t get up.  It’s tough to get 
up when you fall.  It takes a long time to put all the armor on. Kamryn H.

Knights rode big horses.  They protected the castle by the river.  Sir Robert had a 
black bear pouch.  If they fall backward, it’s hard to get up. Brayton W.

The chainmail head piece is heavy…they might wear armor for 8 months. 
Corbin E.

I learned that there are less knights and horses these days.  The horses aren’t as 
strong.   Shimar

It takes a very long time to make the armor.  I like the satchel that his dad made 
from bear fur.  You have to have chivalry to be a knight. Ethan

Sir Robert protects Queen Stephanie and King Randy.  Knights go on horses that 
are strong so they can carry the knights while they have their heavy armor on.    
Mariah M.

I learned that they wear metal and leather, but if you fall with 
the metal you might not be able to get up.  They keep the armor 
on for months….Sir Robert made all of his costume.  It was really 
cool! Diana

They keep the suit on for a long time and there are many parts to 
the armor. Melanie V.

Their horses have strong legs.  They wear armor. Nico

I LOVED all of it.  I am 10 and it was an awesome day! Keeli

COMMUNITY
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….And We have the Winners!
This year, Kid Scoop News Siouxland held a very special contest where individual 
sponsorships of $125 would give the donor the opportunity to “win” the right 
to choose a deserving teacher a wonderful “goodie basket” full of classroom 
treasures and fun.  A drawing was held using sponsorships’ names and Bluebird 
Springs Orchard from Akron, Iowa was declared the winner!  Mary and 
John Lucken, owners of Bluebird Springs Orchard collaborated with others to 
determine the winner. While it was an incredibly difficult task, as there were so 
many deserving teachers, they chose the two fourth grade teachers from Akron-
Westfield Elementary School.  Mrs. Tina Wilken and Mrs. Deb Hedlund, both 
veteran teachers, were chosen for their commitment and passion for teaching. 
Both teachers have students submit materials to Kid Scoop News Siouxland each 
week.  Between them, they have over 30 years teaching experience and most of 
those years have been in the Akron-Westfield district.  Congratulations to these fine 
educators and to the Akron-Westfield School District where the children come first 
and quality education is the norm!

During the 2015-16 school year Kid Scoop News Siouxland and Claudia Hessa 
owner/baker at Sioux City’s fabulous Sugar Shack will be sponsoring a “Best in 
Class” Teacher of the Month contest.  Every day teachers inspire the minds and 
imaginations of young people, provide safe places for students to grow and play, 
and give students the skills and confidence for the future. Celebrate those special 
people by nominating a teacher and including a short descriptive paragraph about 
“why” this teacher should be the “Best in Class” Teacher of the Month. Winning 
“teachers” will receive a special treat from Sugar Shack and a “basket of goodies” 
from Kid Scoop News Siouxland.
Complete the entry below and email, snail mail and/or bring it in.  A panel of 
judges will determine the best entry and award the “Best in Class” prize to the 
winning teacher. 

BEST IN CLASS ~ TEACHER OF THE MONTH 
NOMINATE YOUR TEACHER!

Teacher’s Name: ____________________________________________________

Nominated by: _____________________________________________________

School Attending: ___________________________________________________

Grade: ____________________________________________________________

Tell Us Why Your Teacher is Great!: _____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Return entry to:   Sugar Shack/Kid Scoop News Teacher of the Month
 
NIE Siouxland
515 Pavonia
Sioux City, Iowa  51102

Or Email it to us at:  
jhopkins@siouxcityjournal.com
nicole.schweitzberger@lee.net

NIE SIOUXLAND
“BEST OF CLASS” TEACHER OF THE 

MONTH WINNER, MRS. MEIS 

THIS MONTH, DANIELA VILLANUEVA, STUDENT AT IRVING ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL NOMINATED HER TEACHER, MRS. MEIS.  DANIELA WROTE THAT:  
“SHE IS THE BEST TEACHER IN THE WORLD THAT ANYONE COULD HAVE.  
SHE CAN EXPLAIN THINGS, THE GOOD THINGS, AND SHE LOVES MINIONS!  
SHE IS SO FUNNY AND SHE MAKES US LAUGH.  SHE SAYS SHE ALWAYS 
HAS THE BEST STUDENTS AND THEN SHE GIVES US FUNNY NICKNAMES.  
I NEVER FORGET THAT SHE SAID SHE GOT THE BEST STUDENTS IN THE 

SCHOOL.  SHE GIVES US TICKETS ON FRIDAYS AND SHE PICKS NAMES FROM 
A TRASHCAN FOR STUDENTS TO GET PRIZES FOR WHEN WE ARE GOOD.  I 
JUST LOVE BEING IN MRS. MEIS’S CLASS AND BEING ONE OF THE BEST 

STUDENTS IN THE WORLD.”

THERE YOU GO…THAT JUST ABOUT SUMS IT UP!  CONGRATULATIONS TO 
MRS. MEIS, FIFTH GRADE TEACHER AT IRVING ELEMENTARY, WHO HAS THE 

BEST STUDENTS IN THE WORLD, HER CLASS! 
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PARTNERSHIP IN EDUCATION
SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT

If you wish to become a sponsor TODAY please complete this form. 
Keep one copy for your records and RETURN the original to:

Kid Scoop News - NIE Siouxland
attn: Nicole Schweitzberger

PO Box 118, Sioux City, IA 51102
make checks payable to Kid Scoop News - NIE Siouxland

Business Name: _______________________________________________________________

Contact Person: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________________________________

Email:  ______________________________________________________________________

SELECTED PARTNERSHIP LEVEL

Silver Corporate     $1,000

Partner In Education   $250

Bronze Corporate         $500

Classroom   $125

Gold Corporate      $2,500

Benefactor                $5,000

Thank You for your support. Your contribution toward promoting literacy 
in our community is an investment in the future of the Siouxland area.

one community. 
one goal. 
one child at a time.

one community. one goal. one child at a time.

I LOVE IT BECAUSE YOU CAN SEE TOPICS FROM KIDS PERSPECTIVES AND STORIES ARE COOL 
AND I WOULDN’T KNOW ABOUT THESE THINGS WITHOUT KID SCOOP NEWS ~ MARA, AGE 11

I LIKE KID SCOOP NEWS BECAUSE YOU GET TO MEET NEW PEOPLE AND GET TO HEAR NEW 
STORIES, ABOUT THEM AND THEY ALL LOVE WHAT THEY ARE DOING. ~ ALEXIS, AGE 11

. I HAVE TO THANK YOU LADIES FOR DOING ALL OF THIS. I HAVE A STUDENT WHO REALLY 
STRUGGLES WITH WRITING, BUT FOR SOME REASON THE TOPIC THIS WEEK GRABBED HIS 
ATTENTION. HE WROTE THE MOST AMAZING ARTICLE ABOUT THE MILITARY, IT BROUGHT 

TEARS TO MY EYES! I AM SO PROUD OF HIM!
~ 3RD GRADE TEACHER AT HINTON

JUST WANTED TO LET YOU KNOW HOW MUCH I 
ENJOY READING KID SCOOP NEWS SIOUXLAND.  I’VE 
LEARNED SO MUCH ABOUT THE SIOUX CITY REGION 
AND THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE THERE.  TO ME, THE 
BEST PART IS THAT THE FEATURE ARTICLES ARE 
WRITTEN BY LOCAL STUDENTS, HIGHLIGHTING ALL 
THE REGIONAL PLACES, BUSINESSES AND PEOPLE 
THAT MAKE SIOUXLAND SO INTERESTING.  THE 
MAGAZINE’S CONNECTION TO THE COMMUNITY, 
AS WELL AS THE SCHOOLS, IS WHAT MAKES IT SO 
INFORMATIVE AND ENTERTAINING FOR READERS OF 
ALL AGES.  I LOOK FORWARD TO MY NEXT VISIT TO 
SIOUX CITY, AND TO THE NEXT ISSUE OF KID SCOOP 
NEWS SIOUXLAND!

PAULA HORII
PRINCIPAL
CARDINAL PUBLIC RELATIONS, LLC
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

NIE SIOUXLAND

Diamante Poetry  
Michelle Paulsen - 3rd grade 
Woodbury Central
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Classroom Sponsors
Tanworld & Lori Lee’s
Bruce & Jeanette Hopkins
United Bank of Iowa, Moville
Book People
Triview/Quality Telecommunications
KVLZ Custom Bailing, Climbing Hill
Akron Gold & Silver
Bluebird Springs Orchard - Akron
Deck Law

Paul & Tamme Saul
Yellow Rose Catering - Moville
Gretchen Gondek
Dr. Stee Maxwell
Helen Maxwell
Dr. Earl Maxwell 
Sterk Financial - Dakota Dunes
Granny Stitches
Friendship & Service Club, Akron, IA

Judie Uhlir
EFMC Inc.
Bill & Becky McKenney
Doug Harrold
Allan Wall
In Memory of Gene Windeshausen, 
Principal at Crescent Park & Bryant
In Memory of Amzia & Iva VanLaningham  
Rebo’s 

Bob & Sharon Kirschbaum
McClure Engineering
Lester A. Juon
New Horizons United Church of Christ 
Craft Auto Body 
Quality Backhoe Service 
CD Norvell PC, Tax & Accounting Services 
Cardinal Public Relations

Partners In Education
AFSCME Local 212
Anonymous Sponsor
Charlies 
Irwin Painting
Lilly Family Dentistry
Belle Touché

You!

Classroom subscriptions are delivered free of charge and rely primarily on sponsorships.  Currently, more than 1000 
Siouxland students will be receiving the monthly magazine with many more waiting for sponsorships.  Be part of our 
literacy team! Contact one of the Kid Scoop News team members for information about business, organizational, and 
individual sponsorships. 

This is a yearly sponsorship. All sponsorship levels have “extras” included. Sponsorships will be recognized on the back 
page of each monthly issue of Kid Scoop News and on the website at NIESiouxland.com. Sponsor today and know that 
children throughout Siouxland will be applauding!

JEANETTE HOPKINS
NIE Coordinator ~The Sioux City Journal

(712)293-4328 - jhopkins@siouxcityjournal.com

facebook.com/NIESiouxland
on the web NIESiouxland.com

THANKS

Thank
from

Your  
Company Here

Become a sponsor of a classroom today! Sponsorship forms are on page 31

Convergys
Chesterman’s
Summit Dental
Larry & Jeanene Book
First Premier Bank
Bishop Heelan Catholic Schools 
Missouri Valley PTO

Dental DepotThe

Dr. Richard Hettinger


